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AFA CHAIRS OF THE BOARD¹Jimmy Doolittle, President 1946-49

1The Chair of the Board is a volunteer position and has been known by different titles over AFA’s history. It was titled President until 2006.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
AFA awards scholarships to aspiring college students backed by funds from generous organizations and individuals. 
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AFA SCHOLARSHIPS

AFA launched a revised membership model in 
2026, creating a new free tier encompassing 
everyone who engages with the association by 
attending an event, making a donation, subscrib-
ing to a newsletter, or otherwise supporting the 
AFA mission. The response and engagement 
soared as AFA added more than 225,000 new 
“Mission Members,” a new record in the 79-year 
history of the association. 
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   Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1986	 Caspar W. Weinberger, Secretary of 

Defense
1987	 Edward C. Aldridge Jr., Secretary of 

the Air Force
1988	 George P. Schultz, Secretary of State
1989	 Ronald W. Reagan, former President 

of the United States
1990	 John J. Welch,  Asst. SECAF(Acquisition)
1991	 George Bush, President of the United 

States
1992	 Donald B. Rice, SECAF
1993	 Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.)
1994	 Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.)
1995	 Sheila E. Widnall, SECAF

1996	 Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska)
1997	 William Perry, former SECDEF
1998	 Rep. Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.) and 

Rep. Norman D. Dicks (D-Wash.)
1999	 F. Whitten Peters, SECAF
2000	 Rep. Floyd Spence (R-S.C.)
2001	 Sen. Michael Enzi (R-Wyo.) and Rep. 

Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.)
2002	 Rep. James V. Hansen (R-Utah)
2003	 James G. Roche, SECAF
2004	 Peter B. Teets, Undersecretary of the 

Air Force
2005	 Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.)
2006  No Award Given

W. STUART SYMINGTON AWARD 
AFA’s highest honor to a civilian in the field of national security, the award is named for the first Secretary of the Air Force.

Year	 Award Recipient(s) Year	 Award Recipient(s) Year	 Award Recipient(s)

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1948	 W. Stuart Symington, Secretary of the 

Air Force
1949	 Maj. Gen. William H. Tunner and the 

men of the Berlin Airlif t
1950	 Airmen of the United Nations in the 

Far East
1951	 Gen. Curtis E. LeMay and the personnel 

of Strategic Air Command
1952	 Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson and Sen. 

Joseph C. O’Mahoney
1953	 Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, USAF (Ret.), 

former Air Force Chief of Staff
1954	 John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State
1955	 Gen. Nathan F. Twining, Chief of Staff, 

USAF
1956	 Sen. W. Stuart Symington
1957	 Edward P. Curtis, special assistant to 

the President
1958	 Maj. Gen. Bernard A. Schriever, Cmdr., 

Ballistic Missile Div., ARDC
1959	 Gen. Thomas S. Power, CINC, SAC
1960	 Gen. Thomas D. White, Chief of Staff, 

USAF
1961	 Lyle S. Garlock, Assistant SECAF
1962	 A. C. Dickieson and John R. Pierce, 

Bell Telephone Laboratories
1963	 The 363rd Tactical Recon. Wing and 

the 4080th Strategic Wing
1964	 Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, Chief of Staff, 

USAF
1965	 The 2nd Air Division, PACAF
1966	 The 8th, 12th, 355th, 366th, and 388th 

Tactical Fighter Wings and the 432nd 
and 460th TRWs

1967	 Gen. William W. Momyer, Cmdr., 7th 
Air Force, PACAF

1968	 Col. Frank Borman, USAF; Capt. James 

Lovell, USN; and Lt. Col. William Anders, 
USAF, Apollo 8 crew

1969	 No Award
1970	 Apollo 11 team (J. L. Atwood; Lt. Gen. 

S. C. Phillips, USAF; and astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and USAF Cols. Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins)

1971	 John S. Foster Jr., Dir. of Defense 
Research and Engineering

1972	 Air units of the allied forces in 
Southeast Asia (Air Force, Navy, Army, 
Marine Corps, and the Vietnamese Air 
Force)

1973	 Gen. John D. Ryan, USAF (Ret.), former 
Chief of Staff

1974	 Gen. George S. Brown, USAF, Chm., 
Joint Chiefs of Staff

1975	 James R. Schlesinger, Secretary of 
Defense

1976	 Sen. Barry M. Goldwater
1977	 Sen. Howard W. Cannon
1978	 Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr. , USA, 

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe
1979	 Sen. John C. Stennis
1980	 Gen. Richard H. Ellis, USAF, CINC, SAC
1981	 Gen. David C. Jones, USAF, Chm., Joint 

Chiefs of Staff
1982	 Gen. Lew Allen Jr., USAF (Ret.), former 

Chief of Staff
1983	 Ronald W. Reagan, President of the 

United States
1984	 The President’s Commission on Stra

tegic Forces (Scowcroft Commission)
1985	 Gen. Bernard W. Rogers, USA, SACEUR
1986	 Gen. Charles A. Gabriel, USAF (Ret.), 

former Air Force Chief of Staff
1987	 Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., USN, Chm., 

NATIONAL AEROSPACE AWARDS
H.H. ARNOLD AWARD 
Named for the World War II leader of the Army Air Forces, the H.H. Arnold Award has been presented annually in recognition of the most outstanding 
contributions in the field of aerospace activity. Since 1986, it has been AFA’s highest honor to a member of the armed forces in the field of national defense.

Year	 Award Recipient(s) Year	 Award Recipient(s) Year	 Award Recipient(s)
Joint Chiefs of Staff

1988	 Men and women of the Ground-
Launched Cruise Missile team

1989	 Gen. Larry D. Welch, Chief of Staff, 
USAF

1990	 Gen. John T. Chain, CINC, SAC
1991	 Lt. Gen. Charles A. Horner, Cmdr., 

CENTCOM Air Forces and 9th Air Force
1992	 Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA, Chm., Joint 

Chiefs of Staff
1993	 Gen. Merrill A. McPeak, Chief of Staff, 

USAF
1994	 Gen. John Michael Loh, Cmdr., Air 

Combat Command
1995	 World War II Army Air Forces veterans
1996	 Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman, Chief of 

Staff, USAF
1997	 Men and women of the United States 

Air Force
1998	 Gen. Richard E. Hawley, Cmdr., ACC
1999	 Lt. Gen. Michael C. Short, Cmdr., Allied 

Air Forces Southern Europe
2000	 Gen. Michael E. Ryan, Chief of Staff, 

USAF
2001	 Gen. Joseph W. Ralston, CINC, EUCOM
2002	 Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF, Chm., 

Joint Chiefs of Staff
2003	 Lt. Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Cmdr., 

air component, CENTCOM, and 9th 
Air Force

2004	 Gen. John P. Jumper, Chief of Staff, 
USAF

2005	 Gen. Gregory S. Martin, USAF (Ret.), 
former Cmdr., AFMC

2006	 Gen. Lance W. Lord, USAF (Ret.), former 
Cmdr., AFSPC

2007	 Gen. Ronald E. Keys, Cmdr., ACC

2008	 Gen. Bruce Carlson, Cmdr., AFMC
2009	 Gen. John D. W. Corley, Cmdr., ACC
2010	 Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, USAF Deputy 

Chief of Staff, ISR
2011	 Gen. Duncan J. McNabb, Cmdr., 

TRANSCOM
2012	 Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, USAF (Ret.), 

former Chief of Staff
2013	 Gen. Douglas M. Fraser, USAF (Ret.), 

former Cmdr., SOUTHCOM
2014	 Gen. C. Robert Kehler, USAF (Ret.), 

former Cmdr., STRATCOM
2015	 Gen. Janet C. Wolfenbarger, USAF 

(Ret.), former Cmdr., AFMC
2016	 Gen. Mark A. Welsh III, USAF (Ret.), 

former Chief of Staff
2017	 Lt. Gen. Christopher C. Bogdan, USAF 

(Ret.), former PEO, F-35 Prgm
2018	 Gen. Herbert J. Carlisle, USAF (Ret.), 
	 former Cmdr., AFMC
2019	 Gen. Ellen M. Pawlikowski, USAF 
	 (Ret.), former Cmdr., AFMC
2020	 Gen. David L. Goldfein, USAF (Ret.), 
	 former Chief of Staff, USAF
2021	 Gen. John W. “Jay” Raymond, USSF,   

Chief of Space Operations
2022	 Gen. Tod D. Wolters, USAF (Ret.), 
	 former Cmdr., USEUCOM and NATO 

SACEUR
2023 Gen. Glen D. VanHerck, Cmdr., 

 NORTHCOM/NORAD
2024 Gen. David Thompspn, USSF (Ret.), 

former  Vice Chief  of Space Operations
2025   No Award 
2026 Gen. B. Chance Saltzman, USSF (Ret.) 

2007	 Michael W. Wynne, SECAF
2008	 Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.)
2009	 Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah)
2010	 John J. Hamre, Center for Strategic 

& International Studies
2011	 Rep. C. W. “Bill” Young (R-Fla.)
2012	 Gen. James L. Jones, USMC (Ret.)
2013	 Michael B. Donley, SECAF
2014	 Ashton B. Carter, former Deputy 

SECDEF
2015	 William A. LaPlante, Asst. SECAF 

(Acquisition)
2016	 Jamie M. Morin, Director, Cost Assess

ment & Prgm Evaluation

2017	 Lisa S. Disbrow, Undersecretary of 
the Air Force

2018	 Deborah Lee James, former SECAF
2019	 Heather Wilson, former SECAF
2020	 Will Roper, Asst. SECAF (AT&L)
2021	 Barbara Barrett, former SECAF
2022	 Sen. Jim Inhofe, Ranking Member, SASC
2023	 Frank Kendall, former SECAF
2024 Dr. Derek Tournear, Director, Space 

Development Agency
2025	 Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.)
2026	 Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Ala.), Chairman 

HASC

AFA's 2026 H.H. Arnold 
Award goes to Gen. B. 
Chance Saltzman, the  
second-ever Chief of 
Space Operations, for 
his leadership in devel-
oping the Space Force's 
warfighting culture and in 
defining new doctrine. 
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JOHN R. ALISON AWARD
AFA’s highest honor for industrial leadership.
Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1992	 Norman R. Augustine, Chairman,  

Martin Marietta
1993	 Daniel M. Tellep, Chm. and CEO, 

Lockheed
1994	 Kent Kresa, CEO, Northrop Grumman
1995	 C. Michael Armstrong, Chm. and CEO, 

Hughes Aircraft
1996	 Harry Stonecipher, Pres. and CEO, 

McDonnell Douglas
1997	 Dennis J. Picard, Chm. and CEO, 

Raytheon
1998	 Philip M. Condit, Chm.  and CEO, Boeing
1999	 Sam B. Williams, Chm. and CEO, 

Williams International
2000	 Simon Ramo and Dean E. Wooldridge, 

missile pioneers
2001	 George David, Chm. and CEO, United 

Technologies
2002	 Sydney Gillibrand, Chm., AMEC; and 

Jerry Morgensen, Pres. and CEO, 
Hensel Phelps Construction

2003	 Joint Direct Attack Munition Industry 
Team, Boeing

2004	 Thomas J. Cassidy Jr. , Pres. and 
CEO, General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems

2005	 Richard Branson, Chm., Virgin Atlantic 
Airways and Virgin Galactic     

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
2006	 Ronald D. Sugar, Chm. and CEO, 

Northrop Grumman
2007	 Boeing and Lockheed Martin
2008	 Bell Boeing CV-22 Team, Bell 

Helicopter Textron, and Boeing	
2009	 General Atomics Aeronautical 

Systems Inc.
2010	 Raytheon
2011	 United Launch Alliance
2012	 Boeing
2013	 X-51A WaveRider Program, Boeing, 

Aerojet Rocketdyne, and Air Force 
Research Laboratory

2014	 C-17 Globemaster III, Boeing
2015	 F-22 Raptor, Lockheed Martin
2016	 SpaceX
2017	 Northrop Grumman
2018	 Skunk Works, Lockheed Martin
2019	 Draken International
2020	 Marilyn Hewson
2021  Tory Bruno, CEO, United Launch Alliance
2022	 Jeff Babione, COO, Sierra Space	
2023  Neal Blue, Chairman/CEO, and Linden 

Blue, Vice Chairman,  General Atomics
2024	 Victus Nox (Space Sys. Command, 

Millennium Space, and Firef ly 
Aerospace)	

2025   BAE Systems
2026 Palmer Luckey, Founder, Anduril 

Industries

Ken Goss has been affiliated with AFA since 
before he began his Air Force career. Joining 
AFA during Gen. Russ Dougherty’s tenure as 
president, he held numerous staff positions 
including leading AFA’s legislative work, while 
taking on a sideline that he continued for a re-
cord 42 years as AFA’s on- and off-stage master 
of ceremonies. He joins an exclusive club as 
AFA's 25th Gold Life Member Card.  Ju
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AFA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The award recognizes a lifetime of work in the advancement of aerospace.
Year	 Award Recipient(s)
2003	 Maj. Gen. John R. Alison, USAF (Ret.); Sen. John H. Glenn Jr.; Maj. Gen. Jeanne M. 

Holm, USAF (Ret.); Col. Charles E. McGee, USAF (Ret.); Gen. Bernard A. Schriever, 
USAF (Ret.)	

2004	 Gen. Russell E. Dougherty, USAF (Ret.); Florene Miller Watson
2005	 Sen. Daniel K. Inouye; William J. Perry; Patty Wagstaff 
2007	 CMSAF Paul W. Airey, USAF (Ret.)
2008	 Col. George E. Day, USAF (Ret.); Gen. David C. Jones, USAF (Ret.); Harold Brown
2009	 Doolittle Raiders; Tuskegee Airmen; James R. Schlesinger
2010	 Col. Walter J. Boyne, USAF (Ret.); Andrew W. Marshall; Gen. Lawrence A. Skantze, 

USAF (Ret.); Women Airforce Service Pilots
2011	 Natalie W. Crawford; Lt. Gen. Thomas P. Stafford, USAF (Ret.); Gen. Larry D. Welch, 

USAF (Ret.); Heavy Bombardment Crews of WWII; Commando Sabre Operation-
Call Sign Misty

2012	 Gen. James P. McCarthy, USAF (Ret.); Vietnam War POWs; Berlin Airlif t Aircrews; 
Korean War Airmen; Fighter Pilots of World War II

2013	 Maj. Gen. Joe H. Engle, USAF (Ret.); US Rep. Sam Johnson;	 The Arlington 
Committee of the Air Force Officers’ Wives’ Club—“The Arlington Ladies”

2014	 Brig. Gen. James A. McDivitt, USAF (Ret.); Civil Air Patrol—World War II veterans; 
American Fighter Aces

2015	 R. A. “Bob” Hoover; Eugene F. “Gene” Kranz; Gen. Michael V. Hayden, USAF (Ret.)
2016	 Maj. Gen. Claude M. Bolton Jr., USAF (Ret.); Lt. Col. John T. Correll, USAF (Ret.); 

Gen. Charles A. Horner, USAF (Ret.); Lt. Gen. James M. Keck, USAF (Ret.); Gen. 
Richard B. Myers, USAF (Ret.)

2017	 Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman, USAF (Ret.); Col. Clarence E. “Bud” Anderson, USAF 
(Ret.); Elinor Otto; Lafayette Escadrille Memorial Foundation

2018	 Maj. Gen. Alfred K. Flowers, USAF (Ret.); Dan Friedkin; Air Force Scientific 
Advisory Board; Air Force Enlisted Village; Air Force Aid Society

2019	 Gen. John A. Shaud, USAF (Ret.); Gen. T. Michael Moseley, USAF (Ret.); Dr. Benjamin 
Lambeth 

2020	 Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton, USAF (Ret.); Gen. John M. Loh, USAF (Ret.); Maj. Gen. 
Michael Collins, USAF (Ret.)

2021	 CMSAF James M. McCoy, USAF (Ret.)
2022	 Gen. Lance W. Lord, USAF (Ret.); Brig. Gen. Wilma Vaught, USAF (Ret.) 
2023	 Dr. Paul Kaminski, Chairman/CEO Technovation, Inc.; Pioneers of the Red Flag, 

presented to Lt. Gen. Glen “Wally” Moorehead, USAF (Ret.) 
2024	 Norman Augustine, Aerospace Businessman 
2025  Gen. Philip M. Breedlove, USAF (Ret.); Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, USAF (Ret.); Gen John P.
	 Jumper, USAF (Ret.); Gen. Gregory S. Martin, USAF (Ret.)
2026	 Gen. John Hyten, USAF (Ret.); Gen. Lester Lyles, USAF (Ret.); Phillip Meilinger 

AFA FIELD  AWARDS
GOLD LIFE MEMBER CARD 
Awarded to members whose AFA record, production, and accomplish-
ments on a national level have been outstanding over a period of years.

A1C WILLIAM PITSENBARGER FULL MEASURE AWARD
The award recognizes the most 
outstanding commitment to education, 
service, and the mission of the Air & 
Space Forces Association.

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
2026	 Sgt. Momomi M. Atkinson, 

Guardian, 68th Cyberspace 
Squadron 

Name	 Year	 Card No.
Gill Robb Wilson	 1957	 1
Jimmy Doolittle	 1959	 2
Arthur C. Storz Sr.	 1961	 3
Julian B. Rosenthal	 1962	 4
Jack B. Gross	 1964	 5
George D. Hardy	 1965	 6
Jess Larson	 1967	 7
Robert W. Smart	 1968	 8
Martin M. Ostrow	 1973	 9
James H. Straubel	 1980	 10
Martin H. Harris	 1988	 11
Sam E. Keith Jr.	 1990	 12

Edward A. Stearn	 1992	 13
Dorothy L. Flanagan	 1994	 14
John O. Gray	 1996	 15
Jack C. Price	 1997	 16
Nathan H. Mazer	 2002	 17
John R. Alison	 2004	 18
Donald J. Harlin	 2009	 19
James M. McCoy	 2013	 20
George M. Douglas	 2014	 21
John A. Shaud	 2016	 22
Mary Anne Thompson	 2018	 23
Bill Croom	 2023	 24
Kenneth Goss	 2026	 25

Name	 Year	 Card No.

AFA awarded three Lifetime Achievement Awards in 2026: Gen. John 
Hyten was recognized for his contributions to space and strategic 
defense; Gen. Lester Lyles for his contributions to technology and  
materiel leadership; and Col. Phillip Meilinger for his extensive  
contributions as a historian and analyst focusing on airpower.  

Gen. John Hyten

Sgt. Momomi Atkinson, USSF (right) with AFA Chair of the Board Kathleen 
Ferguson and Chief Master Sgt. of the Space Force John Bentivegna.

Gen. Lester Lyles Phillip Meilinger

JEROME O’MALLEY SPACE VISIONARY LEADERSHIP AWARD
The award recognizes the importance of vision, risk taking, and innovation 
 needed to deliver unparalleled Space Force capabilities.

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
2021	 U.S. Space Force
2022	 Lt. Gen. Bill Liquori, Deputy Chief 

of Space Operations for Strategy, 
Plans, Programs, Requirements, 
and Analysis

2023	 Maj. Gen. Shawn Bratton, special 
assistant of the Chief of Space 
Operations

2024	 Gen. B. Chance Saltzman, Chief of 
Space Operations 

Year	 Award Recipient(s)

2025	 No Award Given
2026	 No Award Given
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Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1953	 San Francisco Chapter
1954	 Santa Monica Area Chapter (Calif.)
1955	 San Fernando Valley Chapter (Calif.)
1956	 Utah State AFA
1957	 H. H. Arnold Chapter (N.Y.)
1958	 San Diego Chapter 
1959	 Cleveland Chapter
1960	 San Diego Chapter
1961	 Chico Chapter (Calif.)
1962	 Fort Worth Chapter (Texas) 
1963	 Colin P. Kelly Chapter (N.Y.)
1964	 Utah State AFA
1965	 Idaho State AFA
1966	 New York State AFA
1967	 Utah State AFA
1968	 Utah State AFA
1969	 No Award
1970	 Georgia State AFA
1971	 Middle Georgia Chapter
1972	 Utah State AFA
1973	 Langley Chapter (Va.)
1974	 Texas State AFA
1975	 Alamo Chapter (Texas) and San 

Bernardino Area Chapter (Calif.)
1976	 Scott Memorial Chapter (Ill.)
1977	 Thomas B. McGuire Jr. Chapter (N.J.)
1978	 Thomas B. McGuire Jr. Chapter (N.J.)
1979	 Brig. Gen. Robert F. Travis Chapter 

(Calif.)	
1980	 Central Oklahoma (Gerrity) Chapter 
1981	 Alamo Chapter (Texas)
1982	 Chicagoland-O’Hare Chapter (Ill.)
1983	 Charles A. Lindbergh Chapter (Conn.)
1984	 Scott Memorial Chapter (Ill.) and   

Colorado Springs/Lance Sijan P. 
Chapter (Colo.)

1985	 Cape Canaveral Chapter (Fla.)
1986	 Charles A. Lindbergh Chapter (Conn.)
1987	 Carl Vinson Memorial Chapter (Ga.)

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1988	 Gen. David C. Jones Chapter (N.D.)
1989	 Thomas B. McGuire Jr. Chapter (N.J.)
1990	 Gen. E. W. Rawlings Chapter (Minn.)
1991	 Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
1992	 Central Florida Chapter and Langley 

Chapter (Va.)
1993	 Green Valley Chapter (Ariz.)
1994	 Langley Chapter (Va.)
1995	 Baton Rouge Chapter (La.)
1996	 Montgomery Chapter (Ala.)
1997	 Central Florida Chapter 
1998	 Ark-La-Tex Chapter (La.)
1999	 Hurlburt Chapter (Fla.)
2000	 Wright Memorial Chapter (Ohio)
2001	 Lance P. Sijan Chapter (Colo.)
2002  	Eglin Chapter (Fla.)
2003	 Hurlburt Chapter (Fla.)
2004	 Carl Vinson Memorial Chapter (Ga.)
2005	 Central Florida Chapter
2006	 Enid Chapter (Okla.)
2007	 Central Oklahoma (Gerrity) Chapter
2008	 Lance P. Sijan Chapter (Colo.)
2009	 Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
2010	 C. Farinha Gold Rush Chapter (Calif.)
2011	 Lance P. Sijan Chapter (Colo.)
2012	 Hurlburt Chapter (Fla.)
2013	 Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
2014	 D. W. Steele Sr. Memorial Chapter (Va.)
2015	 Lance P. Sijan Chapter (Colo.)
2016	 Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
2017	 Enid Chapter (Okla.)
2018   Langley Chapter (Va.)
2019	 Wright Memorial Chapter (Ohio)
2020	 Mile High Chapter (Colo.)
2021	 Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
2022	 Mel Harmon Chapter (Colo.)
2023	 Gen. Bernard A. Schriever Chapter (Calif.)
2024	 Wright Memorial Chapter (Ohio)
2025 	Paul Revere Chapter (Mass.)
2026	 Gen. Charles A. Gabriel Chapter (Va.)

DONALD W. STEELE SR. MEMORIAL AWARD
Air & Space Forces Association Unit of the Year.

Chair, AFA Board of Directors 
Citation Award

Vance Clark             Robin Rand 
Carol Holland	     Joan Sell 
Linda McMahon     Jackie Trotter 

Awarded to those individual AFA members whose distinguished 
contribution to AFA in a specific field has improved and elevated the 
effectiveness of the Association in a national sense.  
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Wally Saeger receives his Buckwalter award from AFA Chair Kathleen 
Ferguson, Vice Chair for Aerospace Education Gary Copsey, and outgoing 
Vice Chair for Field Operations Chris Canada. Saeger was recognized for 
his two decades of contributions and for raising $35,000 annually for STEM 
teacher grants for the AFA Utah State Aerospace Education Foundation.

Presented to an individual AFA member whose record overwhelmingly 
demonstrates distinguished sustained service in any support of the 
educational mission of the Air & Space Forces Association over a period of 
years. 

2008 Richard Ortega
2009 Marry Anne Thompson
2010 No Award Given
2011 Susan B. Mallett
2012 Gregory Bruce White
2013 Bonnie B. Callahan
2014 No Award Given
2015 L. Boyd Anderson
2016 Jack C. Price

Year	   Name
Year	   Name

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
2009	 ExxonMobil Foundation
2010	 USA Today
2011	 The National Science Foundation
2012	 The Military Channel
2013	 The Civil Air Patrol Aerospace 

Education Program
2014  Department of Defense STARBASE 

Program
2015	 Northrop Grumman
2016	 Harry Talbot
2017	 Analytical Graphics, Inc.

 Year	Award Recipient(s)
2018	 Project Lead the Way
2019   Air Force Junior Reserve Officer 

Training Corps.
2020	 Bernard K. “Bernie” Skoch
2021  The Mitchell Institute for 

Aerospace Studies
2022  Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings
2023	 Rolls-Royce
2024  No Award Given
2025	 Daniel P. Woodward
2026  No Award Given

AFA CHAIR’S AEROSPACE EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
For long-term commitment to aerospace education, making a significant 
impact nationwide.

State names refer to recipient’s home state at the time of the award.
AFA MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Year	 Award Recipient(s)
1953	 Julian B. Rosenthal (N.Y.)
1954	 George A. Anderl (Ill.)
1955	 Arthur C. Storz (Neb.)
1956	 Thos. F. Stack (Calif.)
1957	 George D. Hardy (Md.)
1958	 Jack B. Gross (Pa.)
1959	 Carl J. Long (Pa.)
1960	 O. Donald Olson (Colo.)
1961	 Robert P. Stewart (Utah)
1962	 No award
1963	 N. W. DeBerardinis (La.) and Joe L. 

Shosid (Texas)
1964	 Maxwell A. Kriendler (N.Y.)
1965	 Milton Caniff (N.Y.)
1966	 William W. Spruance (Del.)
1967	 Sam E. Keith Jr. (Texas)
1968	 Marjorie O. Hunt (Mich.)
1969	 (No presentation)
1970	 Lester C. Curl (Fla.)
1971	 Paul W. Gaillard (Neb.)
1972	 J. Raymond Bell (N.Y.) and Martin H. 

Harris (Fla.)
1973	 Joe Higgins (Calif.)
1974	 Howard T. Markey (D.C.)
1975	 Martin M. Ostrow (Calif.)
1976	 Victor R. Kregel (Texas)
1977	 Edward A. Stearn (Calif.)
1978	 William J. Demas (N.J.)
1979	 Alexander C. Field Jr. (Ill.)
1980	 David C. Noerr (Calif.)
1981	 Daniel F. Callahan (Fla.)
1982	 Thomas W. Anthony (Md.)
1983	 Richard H. Becker (Ill.)
1984	 Earl D. Clark Jr. (Kan.)
1985	 George H. Chabbott (Del.) 

and Hugh L. Enyart (Ill.)
1986  John P.E. Kruse (N.J.)
1987	 Jack K. Westbrook (Tenn.)

1988	 Charles G. Durazo (Va.)
1989	 Oliver R. Crawford (Texas)
1990	 Cecil H. Hopper (Ohio)
1991	 George M. Douglas (Colo.)
1992	 Jack C. Price (Utah)
1993	 Lt. Col. James G. Clark (D.C.)
1994	 William A. Lafferty (Ariz.)
1995	 William N. Webb (Okla.)
1996	 Tommy G. Harrison (Fla.)
1997	 James M. McCoy (Neb.)
1998	 Ivan L. McKinney (La.)
1999	 Jack H. Steed (Ga.)
2000	 Mary Anne Thompson (Va.)
2001	 Charles H. Church Jr. (Kan.)
2002	 Thomas J. Kemp (Texas)
2003	 W. Ron Goerges (Ohio)
2004	 Doyle E. Larson (Minn.)
2005	 Charles A. Nelson (S.D.)
2006	 Craig E. Allen (Utah)
2007	 William D. Croom Jr. (Texas)
2008 	John J. Politi (Texas)
2009	 David R. Cummock (Fla.)
2010	 L. Boyd Anderson (Utah)
2011	 Steven R. Lundgren (Alaska)
2012	 S. Sanford Schlitt (Fla.)
2013	 Tim Brock (Fla.)
2014	 James W. Simons (N.D.)
2015	 James R. Lauducci (Va.)
2016	 David T. Buckwalter (Texas)
2017	 James T. Hannam (Va.)
2018	 Russell V. Lewey (Ala.)
2019  Susan Broderick Mallett (Ala.)
2020  Mark Tarpley (Okla.)
2021  Gabrielle “Gabbe” Kearney (Alaska)
2022  Linda McMahon (Va.)
2023  Roberta “Bobi” Oates (Nev.)
2024  Janelle Stafford (Okla.)
2025 Gavin “Mac” MacAloon (Fla.)
2026  Charles L. “Chuck” Martin (S.C.)

Year	  Award Recipient(s)

DAVID “BUCK” BUCKWALTER DISTINGUISHED SUSTAINED 
AEROSPACE EDUCATION (DSAE) AWARD 

2017 No Award Given
2018 Bill Croom
2019     David T. "Buck" Buckwalter
2020     Regina "Gina" Giles
2021     Richard "Dick" Bundy
2022     No Award Given
2023     Jim Hannam
2024     No Award Given
2025    
2026     Wally Saeger

Stephen Gourley
 



Aerospace Education Achievement Award
Presented to chapters for outstanding achievement in aerospace education programming. 

Ak-Sar-Ben Chapter, Neb.
President Chris Canada

Charleston Chapter,  S.C.
President Makenzie Guerra
Cheyenne Cowboy Chapter, Wyo.
President Scott Fox

Gen. David C. Jones Chapter, N.D.
President Rodney Wilson

East Georgia Chapter, Ga.
President Laurie Orth

Fort Meade Chapter, Md.
President Izeck Kohler
Hurlburt Chapter, Fla.
President Dann Matizza
Lance P. Sijan Chapter, Colo.
President David Geutling
Lincoln Chapter, Neb.
President Kenneth Brownell 
Martin H. Harris Chapter, Fla.
President Sharon Branch
Mel Harmon Chapter, Colo.
President Michael Sumida

Mile High Chapter, Colo.
President Cliff Klein
Montgomery Chapter, Ala.
President Scott Key
Northeast Texas Chapter, Texas
President Zachary Hill

Paul Revere Chapter, Mass.
President Michael Harm 
Red Tail Memorial Chapter, Fla.
President Ben Langer 

Robert E. Huyser Chapter, Colo.
President Michael Peterson

Salt Lake City Chapter, Utah
President Frances Bradshaw 
Swamp Fox Chapter, S.C.
President David Hanson
Tucson Chapter, Ariz.
President Walter Saeger
Waterman-Twining Chapter, Fla.
President William Yucuis

Presented for excellence in aerospace education programming. To qualify, a 
chapter must have received the Aerospace Education Achievement Award this 
year.

 Extra-Large Chapter
 Mile High Chapter, Colo.
 President Cliff Klein

Small Chapter                                                                                            
Robert E. Huyser Chapter, Colo.                         
President Michael Peterson                 

Large Chapter 
Northeast Texas Chapter, Texas 
President Zachary Hill

Medium Chapter 
Lincoln Chapter, N.D.
President Kenneth Brownell       

Aerospace Education Excellence Award

StellarXplorers is a challenging, space sys-
tem design competition involving all aspects 
of system development and operation with a 
spacecraft and payload focus. 

AFA’S STELLARXPLORERS PROGRAM

Teams Students

1,200

800

400

0
2016

524

126

2015 
(pilot)

255
2015

100
27

2019

213

873

2021

234

874

2017

180

667

2018

216

756

2020

211

784

2022

259

1,028

2023 2024 2025 2026

301 375 388 385

1,331

1,645 1,632 1,621

STEM PROGRAMS
CyberPatriot Awards

Byron Jean
CAP—Okinawa 
Cadet Squadron 
(Okinawa, Japan)

CyberPatriot 
Mentor of the 
Year

Pei Zhang
Sunshine Elite 
Education
(Beaverton, Ohio) 

CyberPatriot 
Coach of the 
Year 
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StellarXplorers

Competition Day
StellarXplorers National Finals were 
held in Greenwood Village, Colo., on 
May 23, 2026.
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AFA’S CYBERPATRIOT PROGRAM
CyberPatriot is the National Youth Cyber Education Program created by AFA to inspire K-12 students toward 
careers in cybersecurity or other science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines. 

Teams Students

2010

30,000

20,000

10,000
6,7606,3875,584

4,406
3,3792,1751,5371,2251,014

5,577 6,737

25,540

0
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

3,635

21,318

11,962

17,731

8,453

24,139

661

13,253

2020

4,801

16,345

2021

5,254

19,002

2022

5,264

19,949

2023

5,183

2024

5,050

1Estimated—our competitor registration deadline is early November.

19,805 19,477

2025

4,786

20261

4,340

19,100

18,309
16,600



VIRGINIA  

Unit Exceptional Service Awards (ESA)
ESA United Forces & Families  
East Georgia Chapter, Ga.
President Laurie Orth

ESA Best Single Program
Wright Memorial Chapter, Ohio
President Jacob Porter 
ESA Best Single Event
Alamo Chapter, Texas
President Holly Olson 

ESA Communications
Mile High Chapter, Colo. 
President Cliff Klein 

ESA Community Partners-
-Small Chapter
Fairbanks Midnight Sun Chapter, Alaska
President Jeff Putnam 
-Medium Chapter
David C. Jones Chapter, N.D.
President Rodney Wilson 
-Large Chapter
Northeast Texas Chapter, Texas
President Zachary Hill 
-Extra-Large Chapter
Hurlburt Chapter, Fla.
President Dann Mattiza
-Over 1,100 Chapter
Thunderbird Chapter, Nev.
President Roberta Oates
ESA Community Relations 
Hurlburt Chapter, Fla.
President Dann Mattizza 

ESA Overall Programming
D.W. Steele Memorial Chapter, Va. 
President Darian Padilla

ESA Veterans Affairs
Lance P. Sijan Chapter, Colo.
President David Geuting  

ESA Unit AAS/SW Integration
Mile High Chapter, Colo.
President Cliff Klein 

ESA Heritage
Waterman-Twining, Fla.
President William Yucuis

ESA AIMS  
(Advocates Inspiring Military 
Service)
-Small
Mel Harmon Chapter, Colo.
President Michael Sumida
Medium-Not Awarded
Large-Northeast Chapter, Texas
-Extra-Large
Alamo Chapter, Texas 
President Holly Olson

ESA Advocacy
-Small-Not Awarded
-Medium-David C. Jones Chapter, N.D.
President Rodney Wilson 
-Large-Cheyenne Cowboy Chapter, Wyo.
President Scott Fox
-Extra-Large-Not Awarded

GOLD AWARD
Presented to chapters whose Community Partners represent at least 6 percent 
of overall chapter membership, with a minimum number of Community Partners. 
The minimum number is determined by chapter size. 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Presented in the field to chapters whose Community Partners represent at 
least 3 percent of overall chapter membership, with a minimum number of 
Community Partners. The minimum number is determined by chapter size. 

-Fairbanks Midnight Sun
Chapter, Alaska 	
-Altus Chapter, Okla. 
-Gen. David C. Jones Chapter, N.D.

-Northeast Texas Chapter, Texas
-Mel Harmon Chapter, Colo.
-Meridian Chapter, Miss.

Lincoln Chapter, Neb.
Meridian Chapter, Miss. 

Community Partner Awards 

Presented to the chapter in each size category with the highest number of new 
members as a percentage of chapter size at the beginning of the membership 
year. A minimum of 10 is required. 

Small Chapter 
Brig. Gen. Bill Spruance Chapter, Del.
President Donald Wentzien

Medium Chapter
Golden Triangle Chapter, Miss.
President Richard Johnson 
Large Chapter
Northeast Texas Chapter, Texas
President Zachary Hill

 
Extra-Large Chapter 
Tucson Chapter, Ariz. 
President Walter Saeger

Chapter Size Larger Than 1,100
Gen. Charles A. Gabriel Chapter, Va.
President Mike Winters   

Jack Gross Award

AFA named Lisa Werner the 2026 Teacher of the Year sponsored by Rolls-Royce 
North America Defense. The annual award recognizes exceptional teachers who 
inspire their students through innovative approaches to science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM) education. 

Lisa Werner, seen above experimenting with Zero gravity was 
recognized for her innovative STEM approach by connecting 
music, science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and aero-
space. Werner created a nationally recognized program demon-
strating that aerospace education can thrive in every classroom—
even music education.

Presented to the AFA member who is recognized as being a champion 
for membership growth, increased chapter engagement, and for foster-
ing connections across generations.
Janelle Stafford 

Small Chapter
Mel Harmon Chapter, Colo. 
President Michael Sumida

Medium Chapter
Lincoln Chapter, Neb.
President Kenneth Brownell 

Large Chapter
Charleston Chapter, S.C.
President Makenzie Guerra

Extra-Large Chapter
Mile High Chapter, Colo.
President Cliff Klein

AFA’s 2026 Teacher of the Year Award

Outstanding State Organization 

Outstanding Chapters by Size

Storz Individual Award
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Individual Awards by Region
Presented for outstanding service. 
Medal of Merit
Awarded for exceptional services in local, regional, or national fields and shall denote great initiative on the part of the recipient for specific achievements. 

Exceptional Service Award
Presented to those individual AFA members who have performed exceptional services for AFA in local, regional, or national fields.

Central East
Medal of Merit 
Chip Campbell
Samuel Dennis
Jack Diamond
Don Dougherty
Tony Frazier
Mike Gannon
Frank Lobash
Dick McCarthy
Darian Padilla
Martha Ryder
Vicki Swingle
Tim Tanbonliong
Robin Thompson

Exceptional Service Award
Kevin Eastland
Tyler Johnson

Far West
Medal of Merit 
Bill Bramer
Raymond Coughlin
Jennifer Krolikowski
Christy Puttmann
Emily Torio

Exceptional Service Award
Thomas “Tav” Taverney—Advocacy

Florida 
Medal of Merit 
Jo Finstad Bohn 
Meredith Coleman
Frederick Gross 
Steven Hughes
Randall Kitchens
Miguel Lezaun
Joseph Muhlberger

Exceptional Service Award
Emily Farkas

Mid America
Medal of Merit 
Joni Ahlers 
Brenda Baker
Tyler Johnson 
Frank Merrill
Tim Wasmund
Jeff Wepner
Eric Wong

Exceptional Service Award
Carl Shofner

Midwest
Medal of Merit
Diane Bartels
Gary Chambers
John Chapman
Stephen Keysey
Doug Schwaab

Exceptional Service Award
Lang Anderson New
Joe Brownell

North Central
Medal of Merit  
Stephen Kolcinski
Rodney Wilson

Exceptional Service Award
James Bowman
Janelle Gates
George Masters

Northeast
Medal of Merit

Martin Capriglione
Theodore Freeman
James King
Alfred Smith
William Stratemeier

Northwest
Medal of Merit
Sarah Ballard
George Cargill
David Stookey

Rocky Mountain
Medal of Merit
Cathy Barker 
Neil Burroughs
Scott Fox
David Geuting 
Brent Sawicki

Exceptional Service Award
Cliff Klein
Patricia Swan

South Central
Medal of Merit
Joe Bryant
Marty Coffman
Scott Key
Paula Penson
Ken Philippart

Southeast
Medal of Merit
Bill Clark
Mayreather Willis

Exceptional Service Award
Makenzie Guerra
Laurie Orth—Advocacy

Southwest
Medal of Merit
Alan Berg
Floyd Cisco
Elizabeth Fleming
William Goodall
Fred Harsany
Nicholas Johnsen

Exceptional Service Award
Bryan Foulk—Advocacy
Bobbi Oates
Edward Ryder

Texoma
Medal of Merit
Laurie Chambers
David Estep
Billy Gilliland
Rick Pena
Joe Sommers
Anthony Weedn
Lance Winner

Exceptional Service Award
Ahna Arcturus
Donald Johnson
Patrick Nugent 
Stephen Yelbert

These  distinguished individuals have 
demonstrated outstanding commitment 
and dedication, contributing significant 
their communities and organizations. Their 
leadership and perseverance serve as 
inspiring examples to others, embodying 
the true spirit of service through their 
exceptional achievements and unwavering 
support.

AFA Illinois State President Rickey Oeth asks a question during a National Convention workshop.
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Special Recognition Membership Awards
STATE GROWTH This state has realized a growth in total membership from June 2025 to June 2026: 

REGION GROWTH This region has realized a growth in total membership from June 2025 to June 2026: 

CHAPTER GROWTH These chapters have realized a growth in total membership from June 2025 to June 2026:
Abilene Chapter, Texas 
Alamo Chapter, Texas
Albany-Hudson Valley Chapter, N.Y. 
Albuquerque Chapter, N.M.
Altus Chapter, Okla.
Ark-La-Tex Chapter, La. 
Austin Chapter, Texas 
BG Frederick W. Castle Chapter, N.J.
BG Harrison R. Thyng Chapter, N.H. 
  Big Sky Chapter, Mont.
Blue Ridge Chapter, N.C. 
Bob Newman Cape Fear Chapter, N.C. 
Brig. Gen. Bill Spruance Chapter, Del.
Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker   	
   Memorial Chapter, Ohio
Carl Vinson Memorial Chapter, Ga. 
Central Maryland Chapter, Md. 
Central Oklahoma Gerrity Chapter,
  Okla. 
Charlemagne Chapter, Germany
Charleston Chapter, S.C. Cheyenne
  Cowboy Chapter, Wyo. 
Col. Bud West Chapter, Fla.
Columbia Gorge Chapter, Ore.
Columbia Palmetto Chapter, S.C.
Cochise Chapter, Ariz.
Concho Chapter, Texas
David D. Terry Jr. Chapter, Ariz. 
  Del Rio Chapter, Texas
Delaware Galaxy Chapter, Del.
Dobbins Chapter, Ga. 
Dolomiti Chapter, Italy

Donald W. Steele Sr. Memorial  	
  Chapter, Va.
East Georgia Chapter, Ga.
Edward J. Monaghan Chapter, Alaska
Eglin Chapter, Fla.
Enid Chapter, Okla.
Everett R. Cook, Tenn.
Fairbanks Midnight Sun Chapter, 	
  Alaska
Falcon Chapter, Fla.
Florida West Coast Chapter, Fla. 
Fort Meade Chapter, Md.
Frank Luke Chapter, Ariz. 
Gen. James R. McCarthy Chapter, Fla.
Gen. Bernard A. Schriever LA 	
  Chapter, Calif. 
Gen. Bruce K. Holloway Chapter,Tenn. 
Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Chapter, N.Y. Gen. 
Charles L. Donnelly Jr. Chapter, Texas
Gen. Charles A. Gabriel Chapter, Va.
Gen. David C. Jones Chapter, N.D. 
Gen. Doolittle LA Area Chapter, Calif. 
Gen. H. H. Arnold Memorial Chapter,
  Tenn.
Gen. Robert F. Travis Chapter, Calif. 
Gen. Russell E. Dougherty 	
   Chapter, Ky. 
Gold Coast Chapter, Fla.
Golden Gate Chapter, Calif.
Golden Triangle Chapter, Miss. 
Harry S. Truman Chapter, Mo.
Hawaii Chapter, Hawaii

Hurlburt Chapter, Fla. 
Inland Empire Chapter, Wash. 
Joe-Walker-Mon Valley Chapter, Pa. 
Keystone Chapter, Japan
Lake Superior Northland Chapter,
  Mich.
Lance P. Sijan Chapter, Colo.
Langley Chapter, Va.
L.D. Bell Niagara Frontier Chapter,N.Y. 
Llano Estacado Chapter, N.M. Lloyd 
R. Leavitt Jr. Chapter, Mich. Long 
Island Chapter, N.Y.
Lt. Col. B.D. Buzz Wagner Chapter, Pa.
Lt. Erwin R. Bleckley Chapter, Kan.
Maj. Gen. Oris B. Johnson Chapter, La. 
Martin H. Harris Chapter, Fla.
McChord Field Chapter, Wash.
Mel Harmon Chapter, Colo. Meridian 
Chapter, Miss.
Miami-Homestead Chapter, Fla. 
MiG Alley Chapter, Korea
Mile High Chapter, Colo. Montgomery
  Chapter, Ala. 
Mount Clemens Chapter, Mich.
Nation’s Capital Chapter, D.C.
Northern Utah Chapter, Utah
Ramstein Chapter, Germany
Red River Valley Chapter, N.D.  
Richard I. Bong Chapter, Minn.
Richmond Chapter, Va. 
Robert H. Goddard Chapter, Calif. 
Rushmore Chapter, S.D.

Salt Lake City Chapter, Utah
San Diego Chapter, Calif.
San Jacinto Chapter, Texas 
Sam Johnson Chapter, Texas 
Scott Berkeley Chapter, N.C.
Scott Memorial Chapter, Ill. 
Scott Van Cleef Chapter, Va.
Snake River Valley Chapter, Idaho 
South Alabama Chapter, Ala. South
  Georgia Chapter, Ga. 
Space Coast Chapter, Fla. 
Spangdahlem Chapter, Germany 
Stan Hryn Monterey Bay Chapter, 	
  Calif.
Steel Valley Chapter, Ohio
Swamp Fox Chapter, S.C. 
Tennessee Ernie Ford Chapter, Calif. 
Tennessee Valley Chapter, Ala.
The Red Tail Memorial Chapter, Fla. 
Thomas W. Anthony Chapter, Md. 
Thunderbird Chapter, Nev.
Tucson Chapter, Ariz. 
Tulsa Chapter, Okla. 
Tyndall Chapter, Fla.
United Kingdom Chapter, Europe
Ute-Rocky Mountain Chapter, Utah
Waterman-Twining Chapter, Fla.
White Sands Chapter, N.M. Whiteman
  Chapter, Mo.
William J. “Pete” Knight Chapter, Calif. 
Wright Memorial Chapter, Ohio
York-Lancaster Chapter, Pa.   

Alaska 	 Alabama	 Arizona	 Arkansas	 Colorado	 Delaware	 District of Columbia         
Florida	 Georgia	 Hawaii	 Iowa	 Idaho	 Louisiana	 Maryland	
Michigan	 Mississippi	 Missouri	 Montana	 Nevada	 New Jersey	 New Mexico	
New York	 North Carolina	 North Dakota	 Oklahoma	 Oregon	 Pennsylvania	 South Carolina	
Tennessee	 Texas	 Utah	 Virginia	 Washington	 Wyoming

Central East Region	 European Region	 Far West Region	 Florida Region	 Midwest Region
New England Region	 North Central Region	 Northeast Region	 Northwest Region	 Pacific Region
Rocky Mountain Region	 South Central Region	 Southeast Region	 Southwest Region	 Texoma Region       

Er
ic

 L
ee

/s
ta

ff

AFA Chapter Membership



