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WHAT WILL HAPPEN to you when you
are ordered back to the States from a thea-
tre of operations? If you are not physically
fit for further combat, will there be a non-
combat assignment for you? Will you have
the opportunity to see your family? How
will you be reassigned?

The answers to these and many other
similar questions are to be found in the
article on Page 5 which describes the estab-
lishment of a redistribution program by the
Army Air Forces. The program is a result
of months of study by Headquarters person-
nel ofiicers. The detailed flow chart which
accompanies the ‘article
portrays each step in the

John R. Dunn, a former advertising copy-
writer, who has since returned to the States
to enter Officer Candidate School.

THE DISPLAY of ingenuity on the part
of ground crews, both at home and overseas,
has been one of the most important factors
in the present air war. In their ability to
make something out of nothing when a
situation demands it, our ground personnel
—officers and men—have been without par-
allel. AR Forck this month begins a new
feature on these men, based on maintenance
reports received from combat theatres by the
Air Service Command.
Read “On the Combat

reassignment process,
from the time an officer
or enlisted man is or-
dered to return from his
overseas station until re-
assigned in this country.

ONE OF THE great-
est aerial battles in his-
tory was fought during
the mass bombing raid
on Regensburg August
17. A vivid account of
the mission appears on
Page 9 in the form of an
official report written by
Lieut. Col. Beirne Lay,
Jr., a co-pilot on the
raid. Colonel Lay, who
served at AAF Head-

The Front Cover
There is no greater bond in
this war than that between a
fighter pilot and his crew chief.
The pilot has the wings, but
his crew chief sweats out every
minute his plane is in the air,
seems to care more than the
pilot himself whether his plane
and his pilot come home in-
tact. This month’s cover pic-
ture, taken by Tech. Sgt. Roger
Coster, staff photographer, por-
trays this spirit. It is a scene
that is re-enacted thousands of
times a day around the world,
wherever the men of the Army surplus is exhausted,
Air Forces are fighting.

Line,” Page 26.

THE AR Force
Roll of Honor feature
has been redesigned this
month to permit the in-
clusion of more names
and to afford easier read-
ability and identification.
The number of AAF
officers and men receiv-
ing decorations has in-
creased considerably
during the past few
months, resulting in the
accumulation of a back-
log of names. Until this

AR Force will devote
additional space to the

quarters prior to his as-
signment with the 8th
Air Force, is the author of the book, *I
Wanted Wings,” based on his experiences as
an aviation cadet. Colonel Lay has returned
to the States for transition training in B-24s.

THE GRAPHIC STORY of the old Hen-
derson Field control tower and its operators,
which appears on Page 37, was prepared on
Guadalcanal in answer to a request by
higher authority in the Army Airways Com-
munications System for a history of tower
operations at the base. ““Henderson Tower”
is no dry history; it is a vivid, fast-moving
sample of life in the tower during those
hectic early days. Co-authors of the article
are Capt. J. E. Roberts, a security officer
and former newspaperman, and Staff Sgt.

feature. Three pages of
names appear in this
issue, beginning on Page 34.

A NEeD for a better understanding of
the proper use of the navigator's astro-dome
is expressed in the article on Page 12 by
Col. Thomas L. Thurlow, chief of the in-
strument and navigation unit of the Ma-
teriel Command equipment laboratory.
Colonel Thurlow tells how the dome can be
employed to best advantage by navigators.

FROM THE STANDPOINT of the ar-
morer, we are designing guns and putting
wings on them. A progress report on our
developments in firepower by Col. Frank C.
Wolfe, chief of the armament laboratory at
Wright Field, appears on Page 14.
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