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ALLIED OCCUPATION of Kiska Island
on August 15 marked the fall of the last Jap
foothold on American soil and set the stage
for future aerial operations against the heart
of the Japanese empire. The steady pounding
of - Jap-held bases by bombers and fighter-
bombers of the 11th Air Force was one of the
decisive factors in eliminating enemy forces
in the Aleutians. A nine-page “On To Tokyo”
section in this issue describes the highly
efficient work of the 11th Air Force, the
natural obstacles confronting its personnel
and some sidelights on life in the Aleutians.

submarines and scraps with enemy fighters
without a crew member being scratched or
an enemy bullet once piercing the skin of
their bomber—that is the combat record of
the “Dream Crew” described on Page 8.
Moreover, the B-24 of the story had the few-
est turn backs for mechanical reasons of any
ship in her group. The account of this re-
markable plane and crew was written by Capt.
Arthur Gordon of the 8th Air Force.

EARLY THIS SUMMER, William Howard
Stovall, Jr., was accepted for pilot training.

The material in this sec-
tion, which begins on
Page 13, was written or
compiled by Maj. Jo H.
Chamberlin, Headquar-
ters, Army Air Forces,
who recently returned
from the Aleutian
theatre.

WHEN A NAGA
headhunter in northern
Burma speaks of a
“double airplane which
drops half — BOOM,”
he is referring to the
P-40s of the 10th Air
Force which pack 1,000-
pound bombs in order
to do a cleaner job on
railroad bridges and
similar targets in Jap-

The Front Cover

This month’s cover photo shows
a sky full of vapor-trailing
B-17s approximately 25,000
feet over occupied France, en-
route to bomb Nantes. The
picture was snapped with an in-
expensive box camera (No. 620
film) by Staff Sgt. Douglas C.
Glover from the radio oper-
ator’s gun position in one of
the bombers on the mission.
The object in the foreground is
the top of an ammunition can.
Staff Sgt. Ray W. Armstrong,
ball turret gunner, brought the
picture along when he returned
home recently to have a try at

Vhen he received a
letter of congratulations
from his father, Col.
William H. Stovall of
the 8th Fighter Com-
mand in England, he
turned the pages on
some of the soundest
advice ever offered an
aviation cadet. Colonel
Stovall, who was cred-
ited with destroying
eight German planes
during the first World
War, showed the letter
to Brig. Gen. Frank
O’D. Hunter before
posting it to his son.
General Hunter added a
note and, in turn, passed
the letter along to sev-

ilot training.
occupied Burma. The B =
work of these “B’”’-40s is

eral other officers in the
command, each of whom

described on Page 5 in
an article by Capt. Luther Davis of the 10th
Air Force.

CoL. FrRep M. DeAN, former CO of a
Spitfire group which took a prominent part in
the Sicilian campaign, states that the Axis air
opposition to our invasion forces in Sicily was
nothing short of “feeble and futile.” Colonel
Dean, 26-year-old member of the West Point
Class of ’38, writes of the decline of the Luft-
waffe in an article on Page 6. His group saw
the caliber of German air power tail off, from
its peak days over western France, in Tunisia,
Pantelleria and, finally, Sicily.

TWENTY=FIVE combat missions in three
theatres, bombing raids on land tarsets and

addressed a memo to
young Stovall. In the
belief that the contents make worthwhile
reading for all AAF personnel, AIR FORCE
has received permission to publish the letter
and the enclosures. They appear on Page 10.

TEACHING aircraft recognition to ground
observers in the Aircraft Varning Service is
resulting in a fifty percent decrease in calls
to over-taxed filter centers. How the ground
observers are “toking to” their recosnition
training is described in the article on Page 37.

How is your Air FORCE Quiz score? Are
the questions too toush? Too easy? Do you
have any questions you would like to see in-
cluded? Try a hand at this month’s quiz on
Page 39 and let us know what you think of it.
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