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"INSPECTION concerns every man in
the Army Air Forces, from the private who
pours gasoline into a plane to the general
who ordered its flight.” In this manner
Brig. Gen. Junius W. Jones, the Air Inspec-
tor, explains the need for a medium to dis-
seminate AAF inspection information to the
field. To fill this need AR FORCE this
month inaugurates a new department, pre-
pared by the Air Inspector’s office, to bring
timely tips to inspectors and inspectees.
Read “Prepare for Inspection” on Page 18.
It should be of interest to all personnel.

BEFORE planes can be employed against
the enemy, they must have bases from which
to operate. Providing forward airdromes
for AAF aircraft in the North African cam-
paign was the job of our aviation engineers.
An article which Brig. Gen. S. C. Godfrey,
the Air Engineer, terms “the best evidence
yet presented on rapid airdrome construc-
tion for a large air force in a new thea-
tre,” has been written for AR FORCE by
Brig. Gen. D. A. Davison, Chief Engineer
for the Northwest African Air Forces. It
appears on Page 14,

MAYBE you won’t believe it but it's
true: Women are flying our combat planes.
Yes, the gal pilots in the Women’s Auxil-
iary Ferrying Squadron are now breezing
from factory to airfield at the controls of
fighters, medium bombers and transports, as
well as trainers and liaison ships. Of course,
they stick to straight flying—no didos or
high altitude stuff—but they’re flying them
just the same. An article on the first year
of the WAFS, and the women pilots’ transi-
tion from the lighter planes to the combat
ships appears on Page 10. Incidentally, the
“Flying Jenny” on the cover is Miss Nancy
E. Batson, 23-year-old Alabama ferry pilot,
who joined the WAFS last October. Her
aviation background: CPT at University of
Alabama; pilot rating in 1940; control
tower operator for Pan American in summer
of 1942; instructor at Embry-Riddle School
of Aviation. Personal: blonde; 5 feet, 7
inches tall; not married; not engaged. Ac-
cent: decidedly southern,

LAST DECEMBER the Air Service Com-
mand was reorganized on a business basis
. because the Command’s activities were
“more closely related to those of business
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management than of military operation.”
How the ASC functions under this reorgan-
ization—which meant principally a decen-
tralization of authority at the same echelon
—is described on Page 40 by Maj. Gen.
Walter H. Frank, its commanding general.

THE EMPLOYMENT of air power in the
Battle of Attu is described on Page 22 by
Brig. Gen. William E. Lynd, Army Air
Officer on the Staff of the Commander in
Chief of the Pacific Fleet. General Lynd,
who has seen extensive action in the Pacific,
participating personally in many important
bombing missions against the enemy, took
an active part in the Attu operation.

SEVERAL months ago, the Civil Air
Patrol became an auxiliary of the Army Air
Forces. In addition to carrying on its coastal
and border patrol duties, CAP has now been
assigned to the important nation-wide AAF
recruiting drive. Its 60,000 members are
charged with investigating, examining and
qualifying candidates to eliminate the unfit
before they are certified to the cadet examin-
ing boards. The work of the CAP and its
future possibilities are described in an
article on Page 46 by Lieut. Col. Earle L.
Johnson, the CAP’s national commander.

To A PiLoT in the ATCs “special
mission” group, Chungking is just a spot
on the map where the weather officer owes
him six bucks; Cairo, where the British
nurse has promised him a date on his next
visit; Melbourne, where he has to pick up
last week’s laundry. It's tough, serious
work getting cargo to all points of the earth
in record time, but these pilots laugh off
their assignments as strictly routine. An
article on this group appears on Page 30.

“RIDING the Messerschmitt Maytag,”
on Page 48, is a straight-forward account by
a former cadet of how he felt about wash-
ing out in primary. The author is Private
Charles M. Macko, who has been reclassified
at a basic training center at Fresno, Calif.,
to become a student under the Army Spe-
cialist Training Program. He flunked his
final check ride at Thunderbird Field, Ariz.,
early this year. But, he writes, “‘disappointed
as I am, I can appreciate the Army’s aim.
It wants the cream of the crop to make the
best pilots in the world.”
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