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As THIS ISSUE of AR FORCE goes to press, the
British Air Ministry announces formation of a
tactical air force for all home-based aircraft of
the RAF. The new command, which has absorbed
the RAF Army Cooperation Command, is a direct
outgrowth of the highly successful role played by
the Northwest African Tactical Air Force in driv-
ing the Axis forces out of Africa. This role is de-
scribed fully by Brigadier General Laurence S.
Kuter, who served as American Deputy Com-
mander of the Northwest African Tactical Air
Force, in the article, ““Air-Ground Cooperation in
North Africa,” appearing on Page 4. General
Kuter formerly was Deputy Chief of the Air
Staff. He prepared this article while in Washing-
ton on temporary duty following the surrender of
the last remnants of the Axis forces in Tunisia.

THREE OTHER FEATURES in this issue of the
service journal reflect additional phases of AAF
participation in the North African campaign. The
co-pilot of a heavy bomber describes his thoughts
and experiences during the first AAF raid on
Naples in an article on Page 7. The story of how
ground crewmen of a B-26 Group had to use every
stunt in the book and then some to keep their
planes in the air during the early days in Tunisia
is told on Page 12 in an article by Lieutenant
Gordon H. Coe. This month’s cover, showing
men at chow in North Africa, is augmented by
two pages of pictures (19 and 20) depicting the
life of AAF personnel at our airdromes and bases
in that theatre.

WHILE THE CLEAN-UP of the Axis forces in
North Africa has permitted a decided increase in
Allied air attacks on southern Europe, there has
been an even greater acceleration of American
and British raids on the continent from bases in
the British Isles. Aircrew members who may be
picked for the assignment to Britain will be par-
ticularly interested in “Have the Best Crew of
Them All,” on Page 14. In this article five mem-
bers of a B-17 crew—pilot, navigator, bombardier,
radio operator and top turret gunner discuss their
specialties based on experience gained in bombing
raids over Europe. The co-authors, members of
the first bomber crew returned as a unit from the
European theatre, completed OTU at Walla
Walla, Washington, last summer.

THE GLOBE-CIRCLING civilian pilots of the Air
Transport Command are described on Page 9 in

an article by Colonel Harold R. Harris, Com-
manding Officer of ATC’s Domestic Transporta-
tion Division. The author reports that their uni-
forms aren’t well enough known by AAF per-
sonnel and suggests that these carrier contract
airmen be recognized as veterans who probably
have ‘“‘forgotten more about flying than you'll
ever know.” Colonel Harris, a pilot officer in the
first World War and former test pilot, tells of
sample experiences ATC pilots have had in the
months they have been operating the round-the-
world service. When Colonel Harris was recalled
to active duty with the ATC he had been associ-
ated with long-range commercial air transport
since 1928. Several years earlier, he had been
chief of the flight test section of the Air Corps
Experimental Field at Dayton, Ohio. In 1926 he
held thirteen world aircraft records at one time.

BuT, of course, civilian ATC pilots aren’t the
only airmen flying the oceans these days. AAF
officers and men are ferrying planes daily to the
combat theatres all over the world. One of the
most vital of these ferry routes is that across the
South Atlantic, and one of the most important
phases of the trip is the briefing pilots and their
crews get at Morrison Field, the “Grand Central”
of this southern run. A description of briefing at
Morrison has been written for AR FORCE by
Captain T. W. Finnie, Group S-2 officer at the
field. His article appears on Page 28.

WILD AND WOOLLY tales of terror in the
jungle with its ferocious beasts, deadly snakes and
man-eating plant life are considerably debunked
by the Atctic, Desert and Tropic Information Cen-
ter this month in the article, “Exploding the
Jungle Myth,” on Page 22. The ADTIC experts
advise men who are headed for the jungle country
to visit their local zoo before departing and take
a good look at what probably will be the only
animals and other jungle critters they will see
before they return home.

FURTHER standardization of the AAF flying
training program and greater uniformity in cadet
instruction is anticipated in the establishment of
the Central Instructors” School at Randolph Field.
The work of this new school is described in the
article, “Taking the Kinks Out of Training,” ap-
pearing on Page 34. The author is Colonel Edward
H. Underhill, director of training at the school.
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