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IF FLEDGLING fighter pilots heed the advice of
one of the best in the business, they'll “‘get a chip
on their shoulder” and keep it there. This comes
from Colonel Robert L. Scott, Jr., former com-
mander of U. S. fighter groups in China. Colonel
Scott, whose combat record against the Japs in-
cludes at least thirteen enemy planes shot down,
was asked to write an article for AIR FORCE based
on his experiences in the India-Burma-China thea-
tre. The article appears on Page 6. Colonel Scott
is now on duty at the AAF School of Applied
Tactics, Orlando, Florida.

YEARS AGO, students at the old Air Corps Tac-
tical School at Maxwell Field, Alabama, foresaw
the need for a school in aerial combat tactics and
technique which would go beyond mere theory
and concentrate on training under simulated com-
bat conditions. Many of these old-timers, now
Generals and Colonels for the most part, have
seen their dreams come true with the establish-
ment of the AAF School of Applied Tactics at
Orlando, Florida. AAFSAT has as its first com-
mandant Brigadier General Hume Peabody, who
at one time served as Assistant Commandant of
the tactical school at Maxwell. ©n Page 8 in this
issue, General Peabody introduces the new school
to personnel of the Army Air Forces.

FAST-MOVING, dramatic stories of combat have
sprung by the hundreds, but for our money the
story of Shorty Gordon, belly turret gunner on a
B-17 operating out of England, ranks with the
best of them. Shorty’s exploits are set forth by
Captain Bernard W. Crandell, former United
Press writer now on duty with the Eighth Air
Force. His article, ““Angels Don’t Shoot Guns,”
appears on Page 10.

‘’PREPARE FOR TROUBLE,” in the finer sense
of the phrase, should bring to the mind of every
airman the importance of emergency kits. A full
discussion of the contents and proper selection of
emergency kits and equipment currently in use by
the AAF has been prepared for AR FORCE by the
Arctic, Desert and Tropic Information Center. It
appears on Page 34.

THE LITTLE GUY you see on the opposite page
wandered into the AR Force Editorial Office a
few weeks ago under the sponsorship of Stan Eck-
man, well known cartoonist who at present is
working with the Western Procurement District
of the Materiel Command. Mr. Eckman’s “pro-

tege” made such a hit that we introduce him to all
our readers. What he needs most of all right now
is an appropriate, “air-forcey” name plus a few
suggestions on duties he might perform. We'll be
glad to receive your choice of a name for the little
man and have you issue a few orders for his bene-
fit. Mr. Eckman will do the rest.

MaJor STEPHEN L. GUMPORT, first flight
surgeon on duty along the central African air
route, relates his experiences in an article on
Page 18. Since his return in February after more
than a year in Africa, Major Gumport has been
assigned to the Medical Division of the Air Trans-
port Command Headquarters.

THE PERSONNEL classification problem is as
old as the Army—any army. An interesting study
of the manner in which the problem is being
solved on the squadron level by the Army Air
Forces may be found on Page 39. The author of
the article is Lieutenant Matthew Huttner, statis-
tical officer for a fighter group being readied for
overseas action. Formerly engaged in radio and
public relations work, Lieutenant Huttner as-
sumed his present duties after attending OCS,
Miami, and the AAF Statistical School at Harvard
University. Lieutenant Huttner was graduated
from the University of Pittsburgh (M. A. in social
science) and in 1937 received the John J. Pershing
Medal for military citizenship as a result of his
fine record at Citizens’ Military Training Camp.

TAD has become AFTAD. So what? Simply
this: the Training Aids Directorate, which was a
part of the AAF School of Applied Tactics in
Orlando, now has become the AAF Training Aids
Division, an exempted activity under the super-
vision of the Commanding General, with head-
quarters at One Park Avenue, New York City.
The Assistant Chief of the Air Staff, Training,
exercises supervision for the Commanding Gen-
eral. The training aids section in AIR FORCE this
month is devoted to an explanation of AFTAD's
field liaison organization, a round-up on avail-
able synthetic training devices and a background
study on training literature. It begins on Page 26.

THE FRONT COVER photograph, with its un-
usual portrayal in shadows, shows a flight of
B-25s winging over a desert stretch in North
Africa on one of the hundreds of aerial missions
which contributed so vitally to the rout of Axis
forces in that theatre.
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