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IN SPRING many an airman’s fancy turns to
the North Atlantic Route. We can’t call it a
young man’s fancy, for chances are the spring
thaw means more to the old-timers. So this
issue we give you straight-from-the-shoulder ad-
vice on hopping the North Atlantic from veterans
who have crossed the big pond many times.

These men are civilian pilots of the Air Trans-
port Command who cut their eye teeth at Army
and Navy flying schools many years ago, piled up
thousands of miles with the commercial airlines
before the war, and now shuttle big DC-4s and
Stratoliners all over the globe.

Our article deals in the lessons they've learned
from the “hard knocks” school of ocean flying,
presented in what amounts to a round-table dis-
cussion on the subject written by Captain Robert
B. Hotz, also of the Air Transport Command,
and formerly of the AR FOrCE staff. The article
appears on Page 6.

THE NEw ORGANIZATION of the Army Air
Forces is covered in this issue, first in a state-
ment about its basic principles, on Page 2, by
Major General George E. Stratemeyer, Chief of
the Air Staff, and in a revised organization chart
of the Air Forces on Pages 20-21. The chart
carries the names of ‘key personnel as of March
29, effective date of the reorganization.

Speaking of the reorganization, the April
issue, prepared before its completion, carried an
article explaining the functions of the Directorate
of Photography. Under the reorganization, it
ceases to be known as a directorate; its functions
now fall in with the units headed by Assistant
Chiefs of Staff for Training, and for Operations,
Commitments and Requirements, respectively. We
have tried to catch up with the reorganization
in the May issue. But if you spot something that
doesn’t jibe exactly with the new setup, we hope
you'll understand.

SNOW, SAND AND SARONGS is just an-
other way of referring to the arctic, desert and
tropics, and it is the name selected for our newest
department, introduced this issue. Snow, Sand and
Sarongs is prepared by the Arctic, Desert and
Tropic Information Center, Eglin Field, Florida,
and contains miscellaneous bits of practical in-
formation on conditions in non-temperate zones.
Suggestions, contributions and requests from the
field will help greatly in its preparation each
month.

U-BOAT HUNTING is featured in an article
on Page 4 which sums up the tactics being em-
ployed by our Antisubmarine Command in aerial
warfare against the subs. Author of the article
is Captain Harold B. Ingersoll of the A-2 section
of the Command. Accompanying pictures illus-

trate the action which takes place from the sight-

ing to the sinking of a U-boat by depth charges.

WitH His FINAL ARTICLE on compressibility,
which will be found on Page 12, Colonel Ben
S. Kelsey sums up present knowledge about this
perplexing topic and lifts the veil on tomorrow’s
possible developments in aircraft design. Clouded
as the problems of compressibility admittedly are,
progress is being and will continue to be made
in overcoming its effects, the Colonel concludes.

PRECISION BOMBING is graphically illus-
trated in a series of aerial photographs on Pages
9, 10 and 11. The photos were all taken from
our heavy bombers during attacks on three ob-
jectives in North Africa. Of special interest is
the picture study of the pasting given the enemy
airdrome at Tripoli before it fell to the Allies.
Five pictures, arranged in sequence, show: the
approach to the target at Tripoli, bombs away,
the first hits, blasting the airdrome and its equip-
ment, and finally the departure of the attackers,
after causing heavy destruction.

“’ME LONG-LONG", in the lingo of Pidgin
English, means "I don’t understand”. And if you
don’t understand Pidgin we recommend a glance
at the article on Page 29 which tells you about
this useful language, practiced in the best native
circles, and how the Special Services Division is
teaching it. In addition, we present a brief
glossary of Pidgin English terms in the hope that
it will make “you savvy”, or understand.

As New DESIGNS and new tactics send our
airmen up higher and higher, the question of
oxygen and oxygen equipment becomes increas-
ingly important. The front cover picture close-up
of a combat crewman wearing the Type A-10
Demand Oxygen Mask is the work of Staff
Photographer Sergeant Roger Coster. Next month
we have scheduled a feature which will include
a statement by Brig. General David N. W. Grant,
The Air Surgeon, on the proper use of oxygen
equipment, as well as some Do’s and Don’ts on
the subject and a series of picture illustrations.
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