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A war (/91i/iiAag-Co;c- 4 Ar Jorcej

ifE DECLARATION OF WAR BY THE COVGRFSS OF THE UNITED STATES

ON DECEMRER 8 WAS A RINGING WARNING TO THE WORLD THAT THE

ARMY AIR FORCES IN COOPERATION W7TI OUR GREAT AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY

WOULD STRIVE FOR AERIAL SUPREMACY TN EVERY THEATER OF OPERA-

TIONS.

OUR COMMANI)ER-IN-CIlIEF PROMISED THAT NO MATTER WHERE THE

ENEMY WAS FOUND DEVASTATING WARFARE, PARTICULARLY IN THE AIR,

WOULD i fDRONrilT TO HIM. WE OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES ARE DETER-

MINED TO ATA1V TIS OIIJECTIVE--WE SHALL ATTAIN IT.

NO DECISIVE OFFENSIVE OF DEFENSIVE ACTION OF THIS WAR HAS

BEEN EXECUTED SUCCESSFULLY WITHOUT AERIAL SUPERIORITY OR AT

LEAST SUFFICT:NT 'IR STRENGTH TO CHALLENGE THE SUPERIORITY OF

THE ENEM".

THE JAPA.,NESE ATTACK ON PEARL. HARBOR AND IN THE PHILIPPINES

STARTLED A COMPLACENT AMERICA OUT OF ITS HABIT OF PASSIVE

THINKING. THESE LIGHTNIVG STAYS AT OUR VITAL DEFENSES CON-

VINCED EVERY REAL AMERICAN THAT WE MUST GO INTO THE AIR WITH

SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO DESTROY THE ENEMY.

OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES OVER THE PHILIPPINES,

MALAYA, MACASSAR STRAITS AND DAVAO HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE SUPER-

LATIVE QUALITY OF OUR COMBAT TEAMS AND AIRCRAFT. VETERANS OF

OUR AIR FORCE CONTINUE TO EXCITE THE WORLD BY THEIR EXPLOITS

OVER RANGOON AND THE BURMA ROAD.

WE HAVE JUST BEGUN--MUCH REMAINS TO SE DOR.E. TEAMWORK IS

THE ANSWER TO SUCCESSFUL AERIAL WARFARE. THE ENTIRE ARMY AIR

FORCES MUST OPERATE AS A TEAM SMOOTHLY AND EFFICIENTLY--WITH

MINDS, HEARTS AND HANDS.

CARL SPAATZ

Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding General
Air Force Combat Command




















































































