
Despite the common perception that all three military departments get an equal share of the budget, this has never been true. Over 
time, the balance has shifted among the three military departments: Army, Navy, and Air Force. Pass-through funding exacerbates this 
misperception.

Pie Slice. The Department of the Air Force share of the budget 
also includes Space Force and pass-through spending.

Stacking Up. How the $207.2 billion allocated for the Depart-
ment of the Air Force breaks down. After Operations & Mainte-
nance, the pass-through is the biggest piece of the budget.
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