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Hello, folks,

Yes, this is what I've been telling you about-
the story of General Curt LeMay's Strategic Air Command.

When I first mentioned it on the air I said there
were a few hundred copies of the April issue of AIR
FORCE Magazine available, free. Well, there were. The
only catch was that more than 160,000 of you wanted to
see it.

The result was that the Air Force Association, pub-
lishers of AIR FORCE Magazine, has had its staff sitting
up every night opening mail.

At first they thought they might be able to reprint
the whole issue-all 160 pages of it. But as the mail
piled up, they took a second look at the treasury and
decided they couldn't go broke.

What they did was pick out the most important parts
of the April issue and reprint them for you.

Here it is, the highlights of the story of the
Strategic Air Command as reprinted from the April issue
of AIR FORCE.

I'm glad so many of you asked for it. I'm only
sorry that more of you can't see the whole issue.
Everyone interested in the safety of our country should
read it. It's a fine magazine. I read it myself, every
month, from cover to cover.

I get it because I'm an Associate Member of the Air
Force Association.

You've showed your interest in airpower by writing
to get the SAC story. You can help support the cause
of airpower by joining me as a member of AFA.

There's a membership blank on the next page. The
AFA, and I, are anxious to hear from you.

Sincerely,



*AFA MEMBERSHIP MAKES YOU

A PARTNER IN AIRPOWER!

4FA As nbcber drir Godfr' o po/Its ou1[, the $5 You

V& invest in an Air Force Associationl cimrship is a

PO/c/CO///1 ild/ /0r//c / 1C o fA 0neica/it/Iipoeccr.

AND YOU PERSONALLY GET A BIG RETURN ON YOUR MONEY.

The Air Force Association is a non-profit or- AIR FORCI'is the Magazine of American Air-
ganization that helps you and all Americans power. The top men in aviation write AIR
see to it that we have adequate airpower for FORCI' and read it. General Jimmy Doolit-
national security and world peace. tie--who should know-says: "I believe AIR

FORCE Magazine is the finest magazine of itsAFA keeps tabs onl what's going onl in con-kI'Atiin<n In the country. . . an important instru-
aress, at the Pentag-on. at everv top echelon... ent forairpowereducation."And,ofcourse,
reports to you truhAIR FORCEAlaazmne.

Sthrouzh you already know how Association member

\FA presents an airpower policy that is orig- Arthur Godfrev feels about AIR FORCE. Your
inated and haminered out b soime of the best- subscrpton to \IR FORCE, a biz colorful

qualified men in the country-our members. monthly maazine, is onl\ one of \oir inem-
bership benefits.

AFA has the authoritative information that
legislators and policymakers need---honest, ex- YoualsogetpersonalserviceOnrequestsfor
pert Informnation that is appreciated.--a information, and personal attention to your
President Dwight D. Eisenhower has said of ideas onairpoiler.

the Association's work: ". . . the Air Force
Association has played a vital role in keeping You're invited to the annual \FA Convention
the American people alert. You . . . bring to \\here you cani meet the top people in aviation,
the nation a -reat and needed service." and make your ideasfelt.

TO BECOME A MEMBER of theAirFoce AssoIaio teiam. and to bcinC rceilvn \IR FORCE Magazine immedi-
p 1 . ,I11 in ITc form below, ani 1mail it. helbeiI your membershipat 0ce.

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
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EL . S. citlzell. qtililled uinder Cl ,sticie l c he kcd be(inw .

Pl C150 Start m I m jll A11]] \ R FORC .\ :ie 171 5 itd i 'lul zill! NAME _selli mly IllC 'el hrd p credcllt1:1 i0171iliat ll . (please print)
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Readiness

By Gen. Curtis E. LeMay
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, SAC

planes. and skilled menii ti

ARITtillORC Magaz t -A S1eca
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OR centurie s it has iell the 1 job of the general to First, can SAC combat crcwmcni fvingfromll bases here
- \\in wars. In the nuclear air age his job most be to anid overseas. find their targ(ets with certaint? The answ\er

-i prevent wars. There is good reason to believe that the is an unqualified \e:. On celestial navigation alone, our
military solution to the problem is relatively simple- crews can fli to \\ithin fifteen miles of an\ spot oiearth,
LlpCrior long-range nuclear airpowxer and adequate de- and from there move on their targets with precision b\
Iteisixe airpowver in beiig, combat-ready oln a olitiniling lieans of radar navigration.
basis. This airpower must be strong cnough to wii, beyond Second, when thee arrive over their targets, can thei
[lite shadow of a doubt, the decision il ani global nuclear destroy then? Again, the answer is an unquialified yes.
\\ar. WithOIt this kind of force ill big11 Ce CaOt expect By means of careilli scored hombing rlls, each of these
to keep the peace. This is perhaps the most siglificant crews has proved its ability on hundred of occisions.
niiilitalrn fact Of todlay. I shoid like to point out that their targets are not cities

'Iiirefore, all trainiig, all operations, ill the Strategic -tle\ are often specific coriers of buildings within lmil-
Air Comiiand add up to onte simple puiriposc-readiness itary target areas. B\ a combination of radar and radio,
for combat on an instant's warning aniywhere ini the We cal tell with xhat degree of accuracy any given crew
world. If \e at not read -inl termiis of trained men. mod- is boiligimt.

rin eqiiuipmelt, and effectixc organiization---thei SAC is Th'ird, having tdestroved their targets, will these crews
wxastiing its tiine. get back? Again, the answer is xes. In World War IL.

Mhilitarv powxer. in ani form, has always beei a matter nsilg mass formations of bombers, subject to massed
of ino., and for the foreseeable future it will continue to attack, our percentage of losses was less than two perceit.
be. Tie day of the pilotless long-raige boiliber antd the With inan hundreds of jet bombers itilizing optimmlill
guided missile is coning. As titv become available tihe\ tactics, in small formations or on single-plane penetrations.
will algmiinitit the iuaiied force and, very slowly. ial the odds are equalle in favor of our bombers.
cveni replace it. Toda\ wxe have a combat-ready force in being--and I

But in SAC we can take no comfort i the prospects of think there is good reason to hope it ma never have to be
eiig comuiibat-readi filt 'as frominlow. oir on' ear fron used. The strength it poses to anx potential 'nei as oi

Ho or '' even toiorro. Our prime interest is ill readiness not is so great it is very probable that lie will not risk its
todax, this instait. To do so x\e need men of the highest blows. There is no profit in aggression if it brings oi self-
calibier, trained to the peak of perfection, arned with sof- destruction. Ther'fore. xe may well rgard the Strategic
ficilnt quialities Of [lie best t'qulipmiieiit the nation can Air Command as peace insorance, and the premiusxxc
suply theim. must pay to keep it more modern than the strategic airS Amo g the alost 200.000 personnel of the command, force of a nation are not high. If tie never have to Isc
motivations naturall van reatly from persoli to person, the power xe have built into SAC, it will have jiistified
\et there is onle attriblit that is colmimon to almliost all its cost mans times over.
SAC piople. This is the satisfaction they derive from We must face squarely the fact that the United States
kiiowm iig that the force tie\ have helped to build, and io loigr eljos a mionopol\ on lolng-raiiste iiiiclear aim-
whichI they maintain ill a state of constant rmadiiss, is power. It sas inevitable, of course, that the Coiiiuinists
sital to the secritx of the Free World. They kiiow that would build this most potent type of force as quickiN
the\ arc iimkilng a coitribution toward the achieveim'int as tle\ could. Thle fact thee nowx have such a fort'c
of lasting peace. These pople represent the filiest ill the hoeveir. ill nxo ixax detracts from the deterrent ponter
iuilitari traditim-these xioo choose service to their con- of our oxxii.

trs above all other considerations. It is not lil that ally major attack coild be madc
iiiililiig tie Strategic Air Comuand to its prescit high ol the United States xxithsot the aggressorii naio sum-

tat' of rcatdiIess \\as. tsciitialx-. a Iatter of briIgiIIg fering disaster. As long as a potential aggressor is coti-
ite iim'in anid the aircraft toitethcer. and exercising them vinced of this. I do not think we have to woii about a
constatll oil combat traiminig miiissions, which duplicate major xxar. Our main job is to keep him coiiicd.
ic-tiial war r-mqIirecments. lwm'listic trainingx is onr greatest We are not a belligerent people. We prefer to devote
continuing need, and iiax liuidreds of houlrs of stutd oir inventive natures and ouir industrial capacit' to pr
are reuired to master todais hiighii c'omplicated air viding better lives for ourselves and for others. Ill the
iyuipmiints. past this inclination has been mistaken for weakness. and

Conuidtr, for example. the fact that threc men in) a as a result. we have been drawn into two world wars
B-47 bomber do smubstantially the same jobs that tel ina siiglt' g(eneration.
ion)( did inl the World War II B-29. Their trailing las I woild not sa' to \'oii that SAC is the iltimate of

to be broader alid more technical, and the demanlds on military tools. Today, it is or best andr most formidale
ach man are greater. Not onl must evtrone achieve military expression, and for the foreseeable fitire it

high standards of proficienci ill his os job-he is often appears clear that the long-range bomber and the niclear
trmss-trainicd to the other jobs as well. bomb \\ill be required in sufficient numbers, and of su-

Ever since the Strategic Air Command was activated, perior qiiality, as at national insurance policy. We n1inst
it has been necessary to wxork on the assimption that a keep it that ay. at the same time piushiiig forwxard oulir
war might start at an time. It is a fact that hours-eveii research and dexelopment programs on a(vmtced txpc

minuites-might spell the difference between victory and   aircraft and gui'lded missiles to guarantee futire leader-
di'feat. Theirefort' there has always been a certain irgencv ship in the air.
to our operations. It is essential to be ready to go-not 'hec airman knows the futility of xvar ant his job today
next week, nor tomorrow, but today-now, if the need is to help prevti war from happening. We can and must
arises. insure or security by oir contining efforts toward a

It is our responsibility to know hoxy well the combat peacefil solition to world problems, backed lup with tle
crIeimen of SAC can do their jobs. In determining this txpe of militar strength our potential enemies fear most.
xixt ave had to ask-and answer-three questions. We In such anl atmosphere. with that strenth hliiid our
xx'oiiild like to give \-olu both questions and answers, for position of moral leadership in the world. x\t call look

lee bear oi our conclusions. to the future with conficience.-END
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The preent Coimimander-in-Chief of
SAC is General Curtis E. Leklay.

SAC ... Men With

a Mission
SHORTLY after 1900. Maj. Gen. ikeli to become a device that w1il1 By Ed Mack Miller

Leonard Wood, USA, then con- have to be reckoned with."
mander of the Department of General Wood was indeed more

the East, was asked by a reporter if perceptive than another general who,
-areoplanes such as are now in opera- years later while testifying before the

tion could be used in direct attack?" Morrow Board in 1925, said, "I see
"Hardly," General Wood replied, no reason why the range of a militar%

"for the aeroplane, wonderful as it is, airplane should ever exceed three
has simply reached a point as yet days' march for the infantry."

where it is able to travel xith a mini- Fortunately, there were men of

mum burden, at a comparatively low vision in the early \ears of the cen-
elevation, and for a comparatively tury, who clearly foresaw the tremen-
brief space of time. It has not vet dous impact strategic aviation would

essayed to carry more than two per- have on the history of the world-
sons, the mental and physical activi- Douhet, the Italian strategist; Count

tics of at least one of whom are Caproni di Taliedo, builder of the
constantly engrossed in the task of Caproni bombers of World I, who

manipulation and control. The aero- said, "No resistance is possible against

plane of today must have certain defi- the domain of the air"; and America's
nite conditions to insure a successful Brig. Gen. Billy Mitchell, who told
start and successful alighting. As a the Congress: "Remember, gentlemen,
factor in warfare the aeroplane has that national defense in the next war
not yet demonstrated its utility." will be measured primarily by air-

"Some day," the good general power." The iir t Comndeu r of SAC lia-, Gen.
added, however, "the aeroplane is And nothing thus far has weakened George Kenney, no" an AFA Director.
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tli repl\ that Mitcil made to the Cut coibat losses thlrou lout World ditions as accuratel as possible. The
House Committee chairman who War II. General LeMax led the 1943 continuing job of all of us, whether
asked: "Do you mean to say that shuttle mission of Flirg Fortresses airman or officer, is to use the re-
aircraft will dominate all arms of from England to Regensberg, Ger- sources we are provided to give the
defense?" many, and in August of 1944 was nation full value in combat capability.

Mitchell's answer-"I mean that given the 20th Bomber Command, Our nation's air strength always must
aircraft can go straight to their desti- where he used techniques developed be kept great enough to maintain
nation no matter where they may be. over Europe to increase the number peace by discouraging global war-or
Nothing known at present can stop of B-29 raids in the Chiiina-Huirma- in the event of a war, strong enough
them." India Theater. Other Pacific area as- to discharge its mission effectively.

The dropping of the atomic bomb signments followed, including coin- "In the event of war, the long-rage
bya B-29 on Hiroshima offered un- rnand of the Mariania-based Twenti- bomber and the nuclear weapon ei-
debatable proof of the capabilities of eth Air Force, and General Spatz's able us to carry to ai eneny's heart-
the strategic air arm-and in so doing Chief of Staff until September 1945. land the greatest destructive power
vindicated the foresight of its pro- After the \\arl e served as Depty the world has ever known. The air-
poinents. Chief of Air Staff for research and plane can reach over and beyond the

This devastating strike brouglit development. From October 1947 to masses of manpower the Coinuiist
about the first capitiilatioi of a major October 1948 lie commanded United world has mobilized behind the Iron
enemy homeland without full-scale States Air Forces in Europe, \here he Curtain.
invasion b grolind troops, thus sav- began the Berlin Airlift, after xhich "It is the olv means by which \x
iing the lives of thousanis of Allied he returned to the US. taking over can bring our full power'to hear (i-
soldiers, who were exIi then on the the Strategic Air Command in Oc- rectly against his muscle and heart.
Japanese doorstep, poised for the tra- tober of 1948. As long as we maintain superior air
ditional invasion.

Strategic bombing as a tactic of war
caime to fruition il World War II.
One of the pioneers of th new type
of \arfare \\as Cen. Cil A. Spaatz.
later to becone first (hief of Staff of
the USAF. General Spaatz com-
maided the ELighth \i Force durig
its formative dis as a strategic -

iobiig unit. He later bcame com-
niniding geiieral of the US Arms Air
Vorces ini Europe, lading the com-
biied Eighth and Fifteenth Als. This
was in 1944. x\hen Lt. GCt. James 11.
Doolittle, \\ho earlier had headed the
North African Strati-c t Air Forces.
W\as commander of the Eighth Air
Force.

After the huge and powerfiI air
forces of the US had helped whip A vast communications system lets SAC commanders stay in touch with their
Hitler, General Spaatz took over planes arounid-the-clock. urotil-the-world. Above, teletypes at Offutt AFB.
command of US Stratigic Air Forces
in the Pacific, and from his head- LeMa, the man, is a dedicated air- strength, we will probably never lihae
quarters oil Gam mersaw the fial ian who thoroughl learni'd the ks- to Iuse it."
devastating aerial assault on the Japa- solis taught by General Mitchell. When SA(C was activated inl March
nese homelanid. Arnold, and Spaatz. A matter-of-fact of 1946 at Bolling Air Force Bas.

Here one of his top commanders, as person who toes not easily tolerate Washington, D. C., its first coim-
head of the T entietli Air Force and small talk or small ideas: hie dislikes mander was Cen. GeorgeC.' Keii-.
later Spaatz's Chief of Staff. W as the spieches and publicity. His life is in Then SAC had only thre jet planc-
man xhoiowi heads the iSAF's Sta- the Air Force and SAC. Lockheed P-80s. Its total moipor
tegic Air Command. Althougli thos iiii closi to LIav was about 37.000 persons. It had 

Curtis E. LeMay, a native off Col- sav that too mich fiction has alread total of 600 plaines, of xxhich 250
umbus, Ohio. and agraiduate of Ohio beei fabricated about te SAC Coi- wt'reobolescent bombers. inder its
State Universitv with aii (ngilietrinig manider-iin-Clief's cigar-ini-jaw tough- command were eigiteen actixe bases.
degree, received his pilot's winls ini niess (thet say he is a prett r'gilar Now, ten xears later-ten xcars in
October 1929. Before becoming oor fellow wlo has tiie seise to kiOW which the griith of SAC's piotr hais
top B-29 commander, he bad srved that inl his world-guarding job lie iqiestioiably been the prim deter-
under Spaatz in Europe. He com- most be xitholt feeliis or lseitiient rent to Soviet aggrtession-the Strategic
manded the 305th Bomb Croup, one or fear), they admit that ill filfilling Air ii Conmand can list soim prOid ta-
of the First USAF bombardimeiit iits his miSsion, Curtis LtAN aIs had complishments. It noi has inore thi
to enter European combat, and pio- to be as hard as the job that faced five times the number of personnel it
netred numerous strategic bombiig him in buildiig the world's gratest had ten vears aglo (and its critical
tactics, including the straight-in homb aerial deterrtiit forc, the Stiatt'gic problems today ar centered ini long-
riin and formation pattern hobinlig. Air Command. term rteition of the best). It also

le initiated the lead crew system "At our bases," it has said. "there has five tiies the nuiibeicr of phiine
\xiereby all planes oin strike were is a certain urgene in our oprationis. it had dien-and most of them arc
guilided b one crew and developed a That is because tin trinina' in this jets, ranging from nclear-om-cari
ne\- bomber combat formation xxhich commald iniist siilat com coin- (Continiud oli followitg page)
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MEN WITH A MISSION

ing fighters to the world-spanning bomber, the 3-36. It could carry
3-52. SAC now has more than thirty enough fuel so, like Thor's hammer,
bases in the US and more than ten it could do its work of combat and
overseas operating bases, and is ready still fliv back to its master.
to go at any time-when, as the men They called the B-36 the "Peace-
of SAC say, "the whistle blows." maker" because it was the big( deter-

General LeMay wants the world to rent in America's peace policy in the
know his boys are good but like every vears after 1947. It helped build a
other sensible citizen, he doesn't want belt of strength around the globe and,
ashowdown if a showdown can be like Thor's chariot, its sound of
averted. thunder made the men who might

The world of SAC is controlled have toppled the world into a bath
from Offutt AirForceBaseatOmaha, of blood think twice.
Nebr., where General LeNlay keeps The B-36, with its six conventional
C-97 command transports in constant and four jet engines, a range of 10,000
readiness for quick inspection trips to miles, an altitude capability of above
any part of his far-flung domain. 40.000 feet, and, at reduced range, a

That domain includes three major bomb capacity of forty tons, becalne a
subordinate commands and three air high-filing svlmlbol of security. The For overseas TDY, flyaway kit carry

divisions: The Second, Eighth, and B-36 \\ill be replaced in the SAC enough spare parts for thirty da.
Fifteenth Air Forces in the continental program o\ er the next several years
US; the 3d Air Division on Guam; by the newer all-jet B-52. In addition, personnel are always
the 5th Air Division in North Africa; And, although it may have never ready. All medical inoculations are
and the 7th Air Division in the dropped a bomb in anger, no one kept up-to-date. Those whose jobs re-
United Kingdom. will be the sadder, for it will have ac- quire special tools, such as radio and

The fifty-one wings in the command complished its mission perfectly-as a radar technicians, have their own fly-
trailn constantly, with an atmosphere world-spanning Peacemaker, fixig its away kits packed and ready to go at
of wartime urgency governing all their beat in protection of the rights of free all times.
actions. Through a vast system of men. When the order comes, an entire
global communications, SAC measures The third method developed to as- xing - planes, crews, maintenance
its efficiency in its ability to get in sure that SAC crews could bomb any- parts, and records, as well as support
touch vith a single plane fling any- where in the world and still return to planes and personnel-is soon in the
where in the world. home base was aerial refueling of me- air, moving quickly to forward bases.

And if it takes longer than twenty dium bombers. Only a few items and a few people
minutes to contact him, there may be Of course, none of these advances are left. Large and heavy types of
a little hell to pay. were made without much trial and maintenance equipment which coin-

For Commander LeMay must figure more error. But in the face of ai driv- bat aircraft cannot carry ar handled
that if he can't reach all of his outfit, ing necessity for a boomerang bomber either by SAC's own cargo airlift cap-
wherever they may be, in that length force, the men of SAC have done ability in C-124s or by MATS planes
of time it may be too late. much since 1946. which also move critical personnel

When SAC was organized ten ears The "global mobility" aspect posed who can't be taken in the combat
ago, gobal capability became its pri- many headaches, because to move an planes.
mary objective, and the combined entire combat unit, complete with General LeMay says, "Moving an
brains of American scientists, indus- everything fron spare engines to entire combat xing is comparable to

trialists, flyers, and statesmen pushed spark plugs-and do it on all hour's picking up one of our major domestic

toward it from several directions. notice-is no mean trick. But constant airlines, moving it across an ocean,
The first was foreign bases, As SAC planning and training have given a and putting it back in operation all

moved its big planes across the oceans pattern to the operation so that now within a matter of hours. This is now

in the years following 1946 and found SAC bosses can almost time the entire accomplished as a routine training de-
bases close to the periphery of Soviet business vith a stopwatch, even to ployrient."
territors from Which they could op- the point of prescribing that the Since actual experience is the most
crate, its dvanic character began to equipment be set ip on arrival xithin realistic form of training, each SAC
take shape. a specified number of hours. combat wing conducts aninual maneu-

The second way took a leaf from Planes and equipment are main- vers as a unit at an advance base.

Norse mythology. The eldest son of tained in ia constant state of readiness. This training outside the US is usually
Woden, king of the Norse go(ds, was Essential unit equipment-the mini- for a three-month period, and SAC

Thor, a strong, brave, and kind war- mum immediately required for short- crewmen quickly become familiar

rior who wore iron gloves (like the term operation at a forward base-is with thegeography, customs, and op-
one on the SAC crest) and a belt of packaged and ready to go at aIN (ratingl cIditions in different parts of

strength around his waist. His chariot time. the world.

wheels made thunder as he rode Flvawav kits, or aluminum bins on SAC m11obility' is continually diem-

through the sky, and in his strong casters, are packed with critical air- onstrated as wings deploy from US

right hand he held the strongest craft spares for quick hoisting into fields to advance bases in foreign
\xcapon of all-his magic hammer, bomb haxs and imovement to forward lands as part of normal training, often

which would return when thrown. ar'as. These kits always accompany crossing each other's path of flight as

SAC's second answer then, to the combat aircraft on foreign rotations the armadas switch bases. Jets and

problem of deterring an enemy xw'ho and lwill supporit a ing for thirty days prop-driven aircraft take part in the

lived across the world, was a mighty of operation, mass flights across the oceans of the
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-CONTINUED

\\()f1(1. Ilid f (_d fW Ritft L ilch zl I w c w11' f.\%. 11 ll H ltl III(' 1 l tv\ 101ll)('Y, S W I It pidk [t (11 p '1] 1 c lle pr -
speedy Iepulic F-84G,mier almst of World War 11I- its \\ ings span 1 C d, Which is n1t I rkpidl%

the sr distances on i teir on-stop feet and its fbsehoe measures 106 enough. The first of the H-5i2s \\a,

missions. feet aId eight iTcs-thc B-47 is delivered in June 1955.
Geieral Lellas aod his conmnand- Imanlled by a cre' of thre. All SA( Ultimatel\ to replace the Republic

irs have tried to think of ,\(,I\ algle medilill bomllbarllnilt ald reecoiiais- F-84F fighters \\ill be the F-10 1A
in the "iuick-laul, hoillb-drop bsi- sale> \\igs arl owy equipped with Voodoo, developed b\ the Air Fore

less." And tie\ have foun11d the best B-47s. in coiijunction \\ith IIcDoineill Air-
N\>n1 to traii is to considler e\xerv (a' SAC's "Big Bertha" is the 11-52 craft (orp., and dfesigiled to meetH

l-l)kS la Inv houriii Z Iro-Ilo. Boieing Stratofortress. The jet-propelled SAC requirements for a long-rangc

With the B-t0 dlreld ]lng sin1ce 13052 possesses the greatest combat p0- strategic fighter. Tile most pwe'rfill
retirl ullf thi B-36 plaini out its telitial ever built into a US Air Force US aircraft of its type, the Volodoo is

listsears of sirnic, ti SAC ilii heavy homber. Designled to cruise at supersonic alnd can be refueled io

I>s mloill into the plin1 jet field over 600 imph for (,000 miles w\itioit flight. It is capable of carrvyig nu clear
rapidl. refuling (it call, hiowevr, refieil ill weapolins.

Till \5orhlorse of LI Is cI oI- till air, too), it wigis a1s 1m111 as 120 (ominig along a5 a raIcepl-ilceit for
iaind nlow\ is, of colIIsc. tihl i1--47 automobiles. It is hig, with wiigs long the workhorse Boeing K(C-97 taiikr

Stratojet, that beaitifilL sivjp1tiiIg, enough to spill the width of a football is in advanced Version of the Boeill
taI-col ti tiger that fhits beeI sicl field-plus tenty-five feet. It is power- 707 jet tanker-transport mmo1w in pr o-

a good airphine that its crlew chifs fuil, with eight Pratt & Whitney J-57 duction for SAC. The Air Force ilS

say it's like maintailing a B-20 with- jet engilnes producing the power of designated its first jet tanker planc
out Ilgines (sc( page15). Powercl by thirty diesel locomotives. A( it is so the K(-135 Stratotanker. Ile K(-[35

six Geieral Electrie - 17 trillbojit Ill- fast that f1w jet fighters cail match it will be used to reieil both the B-52
giles, the B-1T is iii the 600-i-ph at altitude. ai1d the B-47, adding greatly to til

class and has established sevcral ln- Designed to meet exacting require- strik' p otential of the sleek oinhers.

pressile time and distaiiei recolrds. Its merits of Strategic Air Conimand's A 707 prototype llireadi has de-
railge with iti-flight refiluelig is rI long-range operations, this iclwest ollstrated its abilith to rlfiel ti B-52

stricted oil] b) the clnthranlce of 11 l heavyweight is being delivered to at high speedIs and altitudc, which
mieians that the fast jt fboo rs wvoiit

) hirto drop to low\ altituldc anld Imy

IvI1p1ed to reful, a i's tIll case N\ith
K :-97 "liiig ,;as statioi. Ill

hdt tests condullctec1M b\ Boeing the
"wraft has fr u n l Ii ised at alti-jf1j is hIiigeirl than 12t000 feet aiid it

WC(Is greater than 500 miles pcr

7 I'll~T e bif ])ibl) ill the hiaulfing dc-
rtinen1clt remilains the Doulglas C121

(ofbeoasteir I largest produtioi

iransport ill the A; i Voice. It is usd

Ihpby SAC: to performl at variety of lonig-
rang ciargo missions all over the

wvorkdt Thle heavi-duty carriers air
capable of speeds aroulnd 250 mph
an~d have at ranger of up1 to 41,000 m1iles.

The ' make up the strategic slippoit
squadrons which give global logistic

back-up to SAC combat elements.

Ias, car for hle firi t14 tim nB-47 won the piritl competition of dw c A The improvement of aircraft t 1)(,s

Wor-I suriv-. The top crew inchlsk< L1. Colk. TIayl0or, Sloiser. and I14,igni. (Cn mnedo folloingi paIge)

Today. it's runnine fomr SAC to) transfer~l a whole 1wing to anll nhe er 11hnin nlo fa

Iat
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MEN WITH A MISSION

will, of course, imake SAC less de-
pelent oin foreign bases when vewr
and b igger planes, truls intercoi- '
oenital bombers like the B-52, becom
miilable iln really adequate nutmli.

This is not to say that SAC shold
give up any of its advance bases. Al
though die-hard isolatiollists shu 
that it is the logical thing to do, C
maon sense dictates that lightig a iin

1rom1 US bases with median bomber)s
should be the last resort.

SAC is in the hailing business, oid
a short hau] is always 111e efficielnt

thana log onle. Teturn-ar-ouial
time is doubled or more, and so, in a
given period of time, less destructiv'
force is placed on the targets.

Another advantage iii substan~tial
numiibers of forein bases is that, inl
aditionto c licatilg his prouiem

of effective actioll against the US, it
giVes the free lations greater fiexibil- SA(: figures tough. realistiC training prepares its Iwn for energewivies when

itv in that the know that the Corn- theY do IIIappen. bove, crew members at AF Surivkal School, Stead AI, Nev.

illist is going to be able to get i el-
ativly much smaller portion of bases fly their lissiolls regardlless of weather Th'Ill coming-of-age of till' B-47 is a

-so that we, therefore, hate mnany Conditions.. So SAC conitinules its mnis- (,ood example. Up to 195., piston-
more to operate out of, which gives siolls ill raill, fog, Sniow, windstorms, engile planes like the B-36, had taken

'is many different approaches to the and clouded visibility, da\ aind night, most of, tilt' liollors. Sole critics or

target area. for with radar hoibing equipment, skeptics tet that a high-sp''l
The probllem of defense posed to it's not necessary to see the target to jet couli Iatch the curacy of the

the Soviets, then, is tremendous. They bomb with accuracy-and \will- might big, more stab le platforlm.
knlolw that jet bombers cal come from occur ini y weather. But their case wa,1ts smashed Ii ' 5

l]]l directions; so thev have the prob- Flying at altitudes of eight miles as ian bomber crews from B-47

le'll of 1o1viig their fighter force, and or higher, each homber heads ill oni il Vings swept the competition. Their

settillg (up their static defenses, their American city. Then an observer victories formd it d'filite cleaage
mlissiles, and their flak so that they, presses at bmobl, release buttonl. Anlother separating Ilhc jet-bomlbing age froml
can defend themselves efficientV. 01b target is th'oreticallX destroVed dil the World Wilr 11 cra. With giallt
vioisly, they would be spreah (uiite a SAC crew has carried out hob- 13-52 long-range jet bombers now
thin if the 'us has a vast mlber of ing~ missionl realistically similar to one coming~ into the( conunlanld, the wvorld
advaliced bases. Of course, there is it iight solleday hat t' fi agaillst tai exptstrattgic air to rely o jets
little intelligence available onI thle an eemy For thle urcys, th'is is rou- completelk in thle ncar, future.
enemy defensixe folrce. It is knowln tile. Iln 1952, Strategic Air ConianiId

that they have good fighter-s ill abull- Each year industrial targets ill al- also inagllgu1rlated the anlillill SAC
dance, and that their force is ilmprov- most every Allericall citX with a Heconnaissalce and Navigation Com-

ing rapidly inl quanititv anld quality. popullationl of moore thanl 25,000 atre petition ats at meanls of promnotinig com-
Their radar rnal be good, too-lutt, itls theoretically destroyed by SAC planes. petitive Spirit anid determlining the
General Mitchell said: "You cannot San Francisco alonec has been the( capabilities of reconnlaissanice winigs
stop a determinled bombing attack target for 495 attacks during one an1d cres.
once it has started." You)()i canl ptt11 ish iolnth. Eery t lcoIn.aissance wing is repre-
it severely, however, and1' attritio is Once 'ach %car, top bomIl b-tel 1ns sented il the f t earlv six-day Ieet.

another SAC headache. are tested inl the annual tllbing and Each lI,\r rXils lit' and Ilight celes-

The men of SAC ire the best bomb-' NaXigation competition, I tense weck- tial avigation missions, radar target

droppers in the world. Tllheirl test mis- long duel which crews havf dubbed photograp , aerial target and photo-

sions are deadl Serious. itn the the "SAC Wor l Series." flash photoraphil.
ground, every bonb ru is accuratei g The mail colicernt of bathide and At present Strate-ic Air Colland

crted with electronic d'evices bytni(Itin (IninCXXn th'Ilntul l usesfth H1-36, the HB1-47, and iHF-

radar bomb-scorinlg letaellent .Iso illeet-has benl to step 1lX p accuracy. 84Fs as its reconnaissatce planes. The

that accuracy caln be proved-and ilil- EVr 'Car has tellilnnll I.CaS i first litv ale stripped-down Corsions

prove . Planes from SAC bases arA over-all accLrac% until today SAC of bombers with thR mi nmerical
in) the air each (lit\, each tight, week planles canl bomlb with prec-isionl well decsignlationl, while thle latter is it

after week-roaring along at better w\ithinl the limit,, of their wveaponls reconnaissance counterpart of the F-84

than 600 miles per hour as crewvs go fromn high altitudes. fighter.

through all thle procedures they would The competitions have generated a The combat crews inl SAC are about

use onl anl actuial bombing mission inl great deal of interest, have aided in) the( best in the bulsinless. The average
\r.development of niew\ techniques, and officer onl a select or lead crew is

WVeather mrakes little difference. Ini have served as proving grolunds for thir-ty-three \ears oild, and thle average

actual combat, planes anld crews would planes, menc, anld equipment, airmnan, tvenlti-sevenl. SAC has at
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CONTINUED

fairl unique system in the selection things realix start buzzing until the weapon spectrum would be fully in-
of leaders. Crews are rated as "Se- trouble is remedied. tercontinental-type bombers, com-
lect," "Lead," or "Combat-ready." Se- Another objective of the manage- pletely independent of air refueling or
lect and lead crews have demonstrated ment program is the education of forward bases. Following the inter-
a capability higher than their col- workers, supervisors, and executives continental bomber SAC will probably
leagtues, am represent the cream of the in sound operating principles. This s gradually phase into missiles, but only
force. Naturally, they draw the most accomplished by seminars. base man- when the Intercontinental Ballistic
difficult and the most important tar- agement indoctrination courses at Missile can meet the accuracy, yield,
gets. every installation, NCO Academies, and reliability of the long-range nu-

To become a select crew, a flight commanders' financial management clear bomber.
team must meet certain standards in courses, and other special training. But along with the development of
training. When it does, everybody on SAC fully exploits industrial meth- the ICBM, bomber leaders warn that
the crew gets a spot promotion- ods in work measurement, production the intercontinental bomber develop-
-everybody goes up one rank. They control systems, human relations re- ment must not be relaxed-until it is
hold that spot promotion just so long search, and the best thinking of the certain that the ICBM can do as
as they retain their efficiency. If per- universities in assisting it in many good or better a job. These experts
formance drops below the standard, ways. are worried that present preoccupa-
they immediately go on probation, Top inanagemrient officers consistent- tion with "push-button" warfare might
and within a matter of three or four lv apply modern techniques to com- delude many people into letting our
months, they are given rigid tests in mand problems. Command represen- present force in being deteriorate be-
all phases. If they do not measure up tatives attend meetings of the Society fore an adequate substitute is tested.
to select crew standards, everyone for the Advancement of Management poised, and ready. This, they say.
loses his promotion. andl other professional groups to as- could be a serious threat to our con-

Lead crews actually are usually as sure that no new development is over- tinent and the Free World.
good as the select crews. However, looked. Not that SAC is in any way op-
there are only so many promotions. The problems of the Strategic Air posed to a crash program for the de-
and SAC can't promote everybody. If Command are, of course, many and velopment of the ICBM. It is a strong
a select crew falls below the standard, complex. Its biggest headache is the supporter of such a program. SAC
then a lead crew will move up to continuing loss of trained manpower men say with emphatic sincerity, that
replace it, and assume the new desig- to industry-this is the weakest link they'll be only too glad to get an in-
nation of select crew. in ani otherwise strong chain (see page strument that will help do the job

The combat-ready crews, which 10). There are community relations without their getting shot at. And
make up the majoritv of the force are problems alwavs nagging at the com- who can fight that kind of reasoning?
osually not far below the bombing manders. The jet noise problem is al- just as long as we continue our
capability of the two top categories. ways a thorny one, and the increasing development program so that the SAC
All can bomb well within the limits speeds of SAC planes has brought on arsenal can fly faster, higher, can carry
of the weapons they are using. burdensome high-altitude traffic con- bigger bombs than Soviet aircraft.

Select, lead, or combat-ready, trol problems in weather. On any one there will be peace. Even if the day
they're the finest airmen in the world. of a hundred fronts, running a global comes when the Soviet force and the

Recently Mr. Rex Madeira, sales "hauling" business is no picnic; but US force are equal in capability-pro-
manager of the Spartan School of then the hard core of men of SAC are vidig that the US force is contnually
Aeronautics in Tulsa. Okla., told this no ordinary men, either. modernized and dispersed. SAC will
writer: "The Strategic Air Command Neither is working for Curtis Le- still be an effective deterrent, and
constantly amazes me. It has one of May & Company an easy job. The seems to be the best if not only means
the best systems of) business practices grumblers and the goldbricks in SAC of preventing war.
I have ever seen inside or outside the are soon sharpened up. But that is not This, of course, involves the "force
military." to say that the good soldiers do not in being" concept, the concept where-

The compliment had its base in grouse. They do, many of them. Some bymenandmachines are poised and
fact. When Curtis LeMay took over would like to get out of SAC, they ready to go at any time. It is entirel
SAC, he appointed a committee of say. It's too hard on their families, possible that from now throughoti
officers to investigate the business their being away so much. The pay the course of civilization it may be
methods of major US civilian busi- isn't commensurate with the danger necessary to maintain a deterrent force
nesses. From each he took the best of flving fast jet bombers and fighters. on this status. No one likes to live
practices he could find and shaped "It'd sure be nice to just have to put that way-no one likes to pay the bill,
them to fit SAC's operation. in forty hours a week and then settle but it will be a necessity unless some

The command's Management Im- down to a little golf and gardening" means of guaranteeing a lasting peace
provement Program is considered a is a phrase some SAC men have been other than the deterrent force is hit
model of its type, as is the famed heard to mumble. In fact, you always upon.
SAC Rating Syster." which is so get the worst from a SAC airman first. That is why it is said of SAC that

thorough that IBM cards are kept on Then slowly, the good comes out, And its greatest victory will come if war
every man in the command. Every pretty soon you are getting the bsi- never occurs between the two great
individual performance shows up for ness that is known as being "SAC-in- powers in the world today- Commu-
what it is. doctrinated." You find out'that these nist Russia and the United States of

Management boards give instant men, under their curtain of callous- America.-END.
visual checks on the "in-commission" ness, are pretty proud of everything
status of SAC's arsenal of aircraft- about the job SAC does. Ed Mack Miller is a free-lance writer
and if the readine'ssgraph dips below Looking into SAC's future, the next and a captainintHeColorado win
the acceptable combat potential line, step in the natural progression of our of the Air Nationall Gard.
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HUS ACnIes fleei
By John G. Norris

is breaking as your B-47 leaves out. The aircraft commander, Capt. visor had missed it. So the combint
the runway. As the airplane levels John W. Rosenbalm, 27, had served skills and efforts of the men vli

off upstairs, you get out of your para- in the Air Force continuously since built the plane and base, planned 0l
chutc harness, hook on an oxygen becoming an air cadet after the war. mission, readied the plane for fligli
bottle, and crawl to the bombardier- A typical B-47 crew has an average and then flew it vell, all came t.
navigator's post in the nose. age just over thirty, each is married naught.

1st Lt. Glenn F. Morgan, Jr., ges- and has a child. You begin to appreciate whathI V
tres at the radar scope. The instru- You wonder what keeps the three been stressed so strongly during th
ment is the main element of the air- top-flight men-still Reservists without briefings here and at SAC HeaC-
plane's "K-system"-the "magic black assurance of an Air Force career- quarters in Omaha-the grave short-
box" that makes it possible to bomb on the job. Then vou recall what age of skilled mechanics and ti
individual buildings accurately from General LeMay had said about his exceptionally high turnover of ne11
above 40,000 feet through darkness "dedicated" people. trained technicians. Too many B-47
or clouds. Both of von fasten your Rosenbalm asks if you'd like to are temporarily out of operation each
ox\gen masks so that von can talk fly the airplane and gingerly you day because of mechanical difficul-
on the intercom. take Albers's seat. The bomber han- ties. Too many training missions can-

The thirty-two-year-old bombardier- dIles like your Buick. Then comes the not be completed satisfactorily be-
navigator-radar operator - misnamed approach to the target. Not Moscow, cause something goes wrong in the
an "observer"-explains that the B-47 but Charlotte, N. C., where there is air.
is turning to start its visual bombing a radar bomb-scoring squadron, able What was it General LeMay had
run. From the pre-flight briefings, von to tell just where the B-47's load said?
know that this seven-and-one-half- would land. "The situation is critical and is our
hour training mission simulates an Morgan starts his bomb run, eyes chief worry today. We still can carr
actual nuclear attack on an enemy glued to the radar scope. Countless out our mission, but at a high co:
target thousands of miles across the hours of study of aerial photographs, in efficiency and effort."
world. he hopes, will enable him to pick Already, the manpower problem

That includes flying a precision out the obscure target through the has seriously lowered the combat
point-to-point course back and forth clouds. readiness of the Air Force's lonL-
over the Southeastern states, navigat- Morgan's major problem is target range nuclear striking arm. It repr-
ing by the stars; a rendezvous with identification. His target is unidenti- sents an ominous weakness in the
a tanker plane for in-flight refueling fiable on the scope, so he aims for nation's defenses today. For if one
actual visual bomb drops of 500- some oil tanks a known distance small but vital element of SAC's vast,
pound conventional bombs to make away. He sets the "black box" for complex, filghting machine breaks
sure the release mechanism works; such "offset" bombing and adjusts for down, the end result could be cata-
and-the climax-the radar bomb run wind, speed, altitude, etc. The elec- strophic.
on the main target. tronic brain should do the rest. For the most part, SAC combat

At lunch the day before, Col. But the "black box" fails. Only one crews today still ire experienced and
Michael N. W. McCoy had introduced of the many instruments goes out- fully qualified to do their job. But
you to the bomber crew. He told the true speed indicator-but it is the experience and skill level amnogW
you that it cost the government S616,- enough. Morgan squeezes past you SAC maintenance crews is lo\.
000 to qualify one B-47 pilot. You and checks his equipment. Finally he Ninety-one percent of all SAC cii-
helieve it. fixes it. But it is too late. The mission listed airmen have been in the coin-

Capt. Edward J. Albers, 34, the is an "abort." mand less than four years. One day,
co-pilot saw extensive World War II Some green airman mechanic had a wing at one base had nearly a
service, like Morgan. Both were re- failed to adjust a set-screwy properly (Continued on pae 12)
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Plan now to build a big, rewarding future as airman, pilot or
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Your Air Force wants to train you for a challenging job on
NL m NOwW am mAmerica's world-wide d'efense team-as pilot or crew of the new
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team, doing great work for America.
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SAC'S ACHILLES HEEL

third of its 1 17.s oil[ oI ser ice chcIt cost the live poorest-mannilled
to K-systernl itnace because of wing"s S168 pcr flvin hour to 01-

a lack of skilled technicianis. crate, and the tiie best, $415.
This is terribly costly both in dol- But the real paVoff caine inl the

lars and in elficiency. SAC represents vital parterl "Unit Sinulated Con-
a twiinenldous ilivestimnit- 88 billion bat Mission." The two poorest-malned
wvorth of plalles, bases, and other .. ills were twxenty percent less el-

propt'rtV alone. It costs 8I billion a lectiv e in this big test Of colIbltcapa-
\ear to operate, plus several additional bility than the two lilits with the
b ~-illsforit(\plan'sad bases. The best ground crews.
nation has 8724 million dollars in "Ither words," said a SAC of-
vested inl each 13-47 air division- ficer, "under wartime conditioIS,
Ctlliltinig trailetd persoinel, planes, scratch twe'ntv percent of the targets
bases, and equipment. assigned to the twoi wings w\ith thl

During the last fiscal year, 1,900 less skilled groid crews."
SAC officers and 35,800 airmen left SAC is hurting most todaY for 10re \hy is the Air Force So pressed

the service. SAC figiures it had $777 skilled maintenance men like these. by the lack of' i i lativetv small mii-

inillioll invested inl tieil. That repre- ber of technicians? Take the "black

'sents the cost of replacing thlem in But the money aspect is relatively box," for example. In the first place,

their various specialties, inchuding re- unimportant, is detailed compariso it takes ita man iit fairly high IQ
cruiting, traiiiing, pailing, and sup- of four 13-47 wings shows. It was to be accepted for the K-system hasic

porting iea people to bring theim to made to determine tile precise effect trilinilg school. Yet the Air Force has

the proper skill levels to do their of inadequately trained ground crews to take all sorts. It takes about two

jobs. on tthe operatinal capability of com- years of school and on-the-job train-

Foreseeing this loss, the Air Force bat units. All four were "combat- ing to advance such a man irom) ap-

last year hatd to start 1Innping in ready," and 100 percent manned. prentice to m('echa'ic rating. During

nt,\ people to replace them. The Air Two of the wings were SAC's best- their fourth year, after advaiced

'railing Command provided SAC staffed units, being eightv-five percent schooling, some gain the skill for uIp-

xith 12,000 basic ainnon at a cost "effectively manned" ill the airillen gradiig to technician level and pil-

of nearlx 820 million, 12,600 appren- technical skills. The other two were imotioi to staff sergeant. By the end
tice meclianies at a cost of $31.5 at the bottom, from a gromnd-rexv of the foir-xear llIIistmelnt, the Air
million, and- 4.500 technicians, re- standpoint, being only sixty-six per- Force will have spent $22,500 oil such

turned to sllools for ildvaied traini- Cent effectively manned in "hard- a ochaic ill traiiing, pay, and al-
ing at a cost of 82- million. core" skills. loalces. It will have received eight-

ill addition, SAC itself had to con- The poorest-manned iits xvere en Imoiths' prodictive service from
diut on-the-job training to up-grade able to keep their 13--17s in the air him, and given him two-anld-olie-lhalf

67,000 airmen to fill the vacalnt spe- Oiiily eightv percent of the time they years of highly marketable training.
cialties. SAC estilliates that this cost were supposed to. They completed If lie relists, it costs the goiveri-

$52 million, becatise scarce sper eigiltv-sevell percent of their traininr nent S20,500 only for his pay and

visors and skilled technicians had to missions, only sevei-five percent of other iaintiiance for the next fluir

Ie plled axy from their regular them satisfactoril'. years, and SAC gets full value re-
xxork to train them, and the trainees On the other iand, the txxi best- ceived-niilety-two percent of his time
were uiproductive dluring this period. manned tillts flw niet\-nine per- ill proctive effort.

The initial cost last vear to start cent of their prescribed flinig hours, But only txwenty percent of th'

replacig the 35,800 sergeants and completedl ninety-eight percent of "black hox " ' men are signing up toir

atirmen who left the service during their training minimums, aid ninety- a s'cond enlistment.

that period, therefore, totaled ian ad- one percent of these were acceptable Why do they ieave?
ditional S127 million, to LeMay's rigid standards. Ai airman first class says ie wants

to go back to college when his four-

xear enlistment expirs.
Anli iinan second class says Ite

plans to marry and gtrt ai engine'erillnI

degree under the (l Bill.
Service newspapers are full of ads

reading, "Leaving the service? See

us i iurnover in other key aircraft

z~ 7'maintenance fields is as critical as
m otl men s'rvicing tie black boxes.

Lt. C0l. Edwin J. Ciodill, 813th Air
Division personnel director, is con-

A & ~~ corlell abouit his m echian ics. His ques-
~ ~ ~ tionaires show that 121 of :306 plii

Mechanis are lligible for discharge in

Junei (an(d July and Oly' sixteen sav
thev wilt reenlist.

1inecastle AF13 has only sixty per-

%Iaintenanllce ill SAC mull1st not onI l Ie top-notcl; it IltI go) oi r-olind-the-clock.
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CONTINUED

SACues mtany mins to boo.'t tie morale of its people.
A spot of deep-sea fishing inl Florida is always popular.

SIC fling clubs restrictiois on the gioods they can
1:1le played a11 il- carrv a111 prices chlrg'd.
IZiot part ill a1 Amendment of the GI educ-

gram. At left, 0ie tionil act, So thit men Who remaill
grolo(elih lisials ill STVI' cO CI go to school in off-
1ili)1 a cross-couIll- (i11y hours at govrinmntf expelSC.
tr weeikend flight. * Correction of a preseot situation

that is causing Imuch bitterness amon
cent of its authorized instrumiient Force raise its recruitilig standards. many airnen. Officers receive a sil-
maintenance men. By mid-April, this Department of Defense regulations sistence allowance ona monthly basis,
will drop to fifty percent. Of an now force it to take a proportionate enlisted men on a daily basis. Whein
authorized fourteen men to mainiin shaire of lower IQ men. SAC says individuals or tinits lelve their per-
its IBM machines, a vital factor in inally of tiemen it receives alre "n- mnlent base on temporary duity at
mission planning, only ten are assigned trainable." schools or other stations-antd this is
aR but three of these are "effectives." Otier recinmendations are aimed frequent in SAC-the airmen lose
Onil one out of the four comptomneter at making life il SAC mlore attractive. their allowance and the officers don't.
repIairmnII llowed is "on board." Last years pay raise and iiicrease * Additional allowance to ease

The Air Force makes a strong ef- inl reeilistin('lit alloiice helped, rough spots, such as extension of
fort to sell airmen on reenlistimig. All boosting the SAC reenlistment rate quarters allowances for airmen with
airmen aire interviewed on their fu- from tientv-six to thirty-five percent. dependents, per dieim payments while
ture plans. Armed with fill data But the trouble is that the per- oni maneuvers, and raising rental and
about tthe cost of living, wage scales, cntage varieswitely in variols spe- subsistence allowances in high-cost-of-
etc., in the airman's home town, the cialtits. Sixty percent of SAC cooks living areas.
interviewing officer stresses the ad- are sigili t) up for another term whin Much has been done during recent
vanitages of an Air Force career. thii. c'nlistinents expire, wvhile onlv years to make life more attractive to

Fifty to sixty percent of those wh]o tell pt'rctlit of the Command's skilled srvicemien and to boost reenlistment
leave sa they are going intio industry. raldareinti are reilistig! rates. Congress has raised pay and
Some have a job already liied u p. "ly civilian stai(ards we are over- allowances. The Defeise Department
Ten percent declare they are quitting paving some people and iderpatying Mnd Air Force Headquarters havi
fio "fimili reIsonsl" and the rest say others," said ai SAC personnel officer. taken other action. General IayNtax'
they are going back to school. "Survevs show that tile wage scale has established hohby shops, designed

All tile evidence indicates these for cooks oil the otside is $1.80 an iew and imore livable harracks, set op
factors are pilling airilen back into hour or less, w\hile anl electrollics SAC flying clubs and dependents' as-
civilian life just as they become milost supervisor gets $2.60 per hour. sistance progriims, a1nd taken mliiv
valuiable to SAC: "But the top pa of an Air Force other morale-building moves.

* Competition from industry. cook and ai Air Force lectronics All these things help. But SAC
* The GI education bill. supervisor, both master sergcaiits, is nTeds assistance to solve its critical
* Housingl shortages it imlost bases. tle sane-S2.35 mi hour based oil a manpower problem. It must have
* Periodic movement of service- fortv-hour w(''k. We have 2.39 job sympathetic and prompt attention to

men, interferimg with famlv life. specialties and only seven pay its proposals by top-level Pentago
* General dislike of military serv- grades." officials and Congress. And public

ice. The plani, not yet in finlal forim, understanding and support.
* The geicrallv low esteem and would apply to officers as well ias air- For too much rides on SAC's com-

prestige accorded an ienlisted career men. Persoinil offic'rs stressed that lilt readiness in the world todav to
by the American public. SAC iirc'raft corninand(rs make only let correctible weaknesses continue.

SAC has a broad pln of action de- $500 to 8700a imonth. while ia com- Survival is everyone's business.-EX
signed to cope with tile problem. mercial airlie pilot makes from 815,-
Some proposils iteiiire congressional 000 to S20,000 a year-more than The author, John G. Norris, is a staff
or top Piitagon action. SAC's top generals. rcporter for the Washington, D.C.,

Oie phase calls for less coimipli- Other proposills uirgcd to improve Post & Times Herald. The above lot'-
cited, easier to maintain equipment. career attractiveness include: rial, ichici has been adapted by the
"We can get geniuses to design them * More family and military hotis- author for this maazine, appared
but can't have an Air Force of ing. originallU as a four-part series in Mr.
geniuses to service them," said a SAC * Medical care for all dependents. Norris's paper March 11-14. Otr use
officer. * Expansion of cominissaries and of the material is with spocial pctr-

Another proposal is to let the Air BXs, and cancellation of the present mission of the paper.-The Editors.
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ever-;( ha heCnsi- oppd a humkb inl anlgerl-bt it-- poiVi e might haii

been a big enoulgh deterrent lo help porevent a major war. for the past <lecale.

B-36

Deterrent for a Decade
TIlk IDEA oa B Olpe aircralf (oMaLi11r) 18-:Th rOar:ied ill)o HI air Oi \wiglhs 100,000 poun11d, h a will

was born before Pearl Halrbor- its maidel flight on August 8, 1946. span of 230 feet, a lenigth of 102
when it looked for a while as if The PlIe that helped is to live for feet and is nearly fortv-sevt'n1 feel

the US might have to contend with ten years free from a vorlkl war ex- high.
the Nazi war machine almost single- ceeded early (xpectations and was to On August 14, 1954, the last B-36

handed - without Eiropeain bases. become an evei iore potent weapon was delivered to the Air Force, and

h'le Army Air Corps asked American by such imprvmenwits as the addition it will eventually be replaced by the

enginers to build a 1omber that of fouir jet eigin(5es outboard of the newer, all-jet B-52. While it hascast

colIld carry a 10,000-pounlid hoilb six pistoll elngiis. The) moldel- a shadow ol aggression for nearly a

load to a target 5,000 miles away last of the 13-:6 fanily--hias four Gen- decade now, the 13-36 has never

and return non-stop: haul 72,000 eral Electrie J-47 jet cngines and six dropped a homb in anger. Its poised

poullds of bombs at reduced range: 3,800-hp. puisher-tvpe reciprocating might has given-and still gives-a

ravel .300-400 mph: and take ofl ad lnginles. Its maiximimn speed is more souid basis for the Free World to

Land on1 a 51000-foot runway. than 135 mph and its service ceiliog hope for continued "peace through
Thc ( onsolidated oIltr (no above 41,000 let. The gianthi benlher streunth."'-Exo

Aier fighter can he launchel mul retrivea b.y onle Nvrion of thie B-36- Inc 148-36. Here-4 an RtF-8I nialws contnet14.



B-47

BEAUTIFUL
AIRPLANE,
DEADLY
MISSION

HE STRATECIC Air Command

started getting Boeing B-47
Stratojets in 1952 as a replace-

ment for the propeller-driven World
War 11B-29 and B-50 Superfortresses,
and in July 1955 the last B-50 was
retired from service. Often called one
of the most beautiful combat air-
craft ever built, the Stratojet was Top view shows clean ino of beautifull formed Bo0ing B47 Stratojet.
conceived on the drawing boards
a little more than ten years ago. Its

7l beauty is functional-the thirty-five-
degree sweptback wings and stream-
lined jet engines carry it at 600 mph
to altitudes above 40,000 feet, and
its slim fuselage is packed with elec-
tronic devices capable of finding tar-
gets in any weather, day or night.

With in-flight refueling, the 1-47
can cross the oceans nonstop. Early
in 1954, for example, the entire 22d
Bomab Wing flew direct fromEngland
to its hiomec station at March AFB,
Calif., a distance of 5,860 miles.

The plane turned out to be a crew
chief's dream. Some of SAC's men
claim that a 13-47 is as easy to main-
tain as a B-29 without engines. (One
Pinecastle AFB, Fla., B-47 flew 1,000 To SAC wo.n on iis-recoii suii.nissiie RB-47E (foregrouid) and 1-47E bomher.
hours-equivalent to more than twenty
times around the world-without an
engine change or overhaul.)

The Stratojet carries a three-man
crew-aircraft commander (pilot), co-
pilot, and navigator-bombardier. The
plane is 106 feet, eight inches long,
twentv-seven feet, eleven inches high,
and has a wing span of 116 feet.
Maxinium gross takeoff weight is 185,
000 pounds. Powered by six General
Electric J-47-23 turbojet engines
rated at 5.800 pounds thrust each, the
13-47 gets additional power from
eighteen JATO (j et-assisted takeoff)
units which provide 18,000 pounds
of auxiliary thrust when needed. The
bomber can carry a bomb load of
more than 20,000 pounds for more
than 3,000 miles-and its range can
he extended indefinitely by in-flight __J
refueling.-END Two 1-47s go ilo a Nvirticail baik. They are as fast a iiiot Jet fighters.
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N(LV 1HA1 the first -52 i1
is equipped and operationl,
SAC's combat capability has re-

ceived a significant boost. The first
Stratofortress - eventuiall to replace
the 1H-36-was delivered to SAC's
93d liombardinent Wing at Castle
AFB1, Calif., inl June 1955. It had
taken a log time getting there.The Lon Rifle The general requirements for an
intercontieiital bomber were estah-
lished in 1941-and the B-36 grew

f the Cir 00rce 1out of these. But it later became vi-
deit that an intercontintal bomber

A S1irnt,,fort rvoIrln

:at the end of .1 Ilsi-ioi.

WVilli im-flightetI-ileimg.

limil to it, ra iiii.

The 4evlotion of the

1-52 is graphically
illustiated as it grew

L - ~on the dr~awving board

from the first straight-

EARLY 46 LATE 46 LATE '47 EARLY 48 wilng moodel with six

turtboprop) enigines to

the aircr-aft uis it wvas

finallyv built wlithl a

thirtyv-five degree

SWeep1buck uind cight

J-57 jet eniginles.

MID 48 LATE 48 LATE 49 EARLY 51
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must have more range, speed, and plane to Ie powered by t necw high than 6,0001 miles, it cal fly a bomb
altitude performance than the B-36. pressure-ratio turbojet engine - the ]alo to targets on the other side of
So in January 1946, the AF released XJ-57 proposed by Pratt & Whitney. the world and return. Air refueling
a new set of heavy bomber require- Toda's B-52 has relatively few major has increased the B-52's range to as
inents-even before the plane incorpo- changes from the new plans the engi- long and as far as the physical endur-
rating the original set of requirements jeers submitted. ance of its crew will permit.
had flown. That same sijoiner, Boe- The Stratofortress is big, with a 185- The B-52 is truly the "long rifle"
ing was awarded a development con- foot wing span, 156-foot length, and of our armed forces today. Never he-
tract. a forty-eight-foot vertical stabilizer. fore in history has so much striking

The plane was first designed around The eight Pratt & Whitney J-57 turbo- power been concentrated in one
turboprop engines-but development jets provide 80,000 pounds of thrust. weapon. The Stratofortress represents
troubles forced a complete change 'he1 -52 flies at more than 600 inph a big investment in money, but if it
in plats. In the fallt of 1948, the AF at altitudes above 50,000 feet. And buys the peace with honor we all
asked Boeing for an intirelv ie\\ air- with a built-in combat range of inore desire, it is well worth the cost.-Eo

his B 26 to a 11-47 and took off at dlsk to reidOzvous
with the jet tanker, flying until after miidnight and coin-
pleting twenty-three refueling contacts. Then lie climbed

C .P tack into his B-26, without sleep, and flew back to Los
Co.* a Angeles. Hie walked into mny office at Paramount.

"What are too doing here?" I asked. I hadn't expected
him back for two or three days.

"It's Monday norning, isn't it?" he said. "I'mijsupposed
to be working for Paranount."

A year later, oni a Sunday morning, Pat and Neville

pill' Iinto my driveway witI their three little girls and
the family car piled high with vacation gear. They were
on their way to Laguna Beach for two weeks' leave. Two

The first crash of a 13-52 int February took tic life of weeks later, I arrived at Castle AFB at the tail cncd of
Col. Patrick 1. Fleming, ote of the n)lost dedicated of a fiftcen-day tour of active clut in my Reserve assignment
SAC's dcdicaed airmn(t. His good friend. Neirne Lay. Jr., xwitl SAC. Pat was the first guy I ran into. It developed
the wtell-known scren writer, wvrote fis trinite to him) that ie just couldn't stay away frot those 1-52s. Aftcr
(itd siti it to tts. Mlem'ing, Lau told us, ts tat airint a few davs at the beach, ie cut his vacation short. He'd
who "SoutgtI and found complete maitcter of iis tradce. He been fIing five nights int a row, checking ot the itew
11as (I pro. All thiss ill the record. What will not appear cews in training. Each sortie meant at seven- or cight-hotr
ill the record, tlttiss I set it dotwtt li'r, are the events mission. heginnting with Stations at 0300. I went ont onte
of three Sunday itornings. ... "-Thec Editors. of these missions the next intriOg with Pat, It was a

rugged seven-and-a-half hours at altitude. Once a wek
would lhe often enough to suit most pilots just fine. AtTIIE BARE facts of the official rcecord in war adtii one point ot the flight, I crumpled lan empty cigarette

peacetitic of Col. Pat FIlcming, Deputyi t Cotantler package aid, seeing no container handy, tossed it on the
of the 93d Bombardment Wing, Castle AFB, Calif., flight deck. Pat was ott the interphioneimme'ciately.

who met his death in the first crash of a 13-52, add up "Put it in your knee pocket," ie said. "The crew chief
to t portrait of a dedicated professional perfectionlist. oni this aircraft's got enough to do." But the rebuke

A naval aviator and fightier ace ill the Pacific hefore didn't sting. He was so right. And it was typical of him.
transferring to the Air Force after World \Var II, it test But what I remember best about that flit wasthe way
pilot, and finally a spcialist in the B-47 inid the 1-52. Pat was all over that airplane, knowing every imants job
he couldn't bIar the thought that there w,its any airplane cold.Eachtcrewmemberwasashtrp, picked veteraniof
around that he hadn't flown. So lie flew themici it 1 . the 11-47 program, but Pat's probing eyes and questions

After scven years of marriage, Pitt Ithid tnecer found kept them sweating. "What do you do if vou lose electrical
time for his honevimoon with Neville until Ceneral LeMay power" he'd ask. The man had better know te answcr.
wis persuaded to lend him to Parattount Picturis for two And then therewss a it Sunday morning in February.
wecks its i tech advisor oit "Stratcgic Air Cotmmiand." Pat had been otne of the four listed its iissing since the
whtile the script was being prepare(] in 1954, Pat and explosion of t 13-52. When they found him his 'chite was
Neville arrived in 1aln Hollywood on ita Sunda morning, toissing, apparently burned Off, after Itc remained in the
looking forward to i rest by comparison with at's Air cockpit too long, applying emergicy procedires, helping
Force grind. He necdedi a rest. He was thin and grey the others get out.
with fatigue.i e1 hadn't had at da's leave since the end  My friend onthlte pone added it tragic footnote. Pat
of the wat. The phonli ratig. It was Washington. They \'ts scheduled to leave in less than two weeks for a desk
wanted hii to hustle it tip to Scattl' for contsultations job at SAC Headquarters as Director of Requirements.
onl tie first air refueling tests with the new Boing jet IIc hidt already compiled hundreds of hours of 13-52 pilot
tantker. Putt hadntt ecen unpacked his hag. timtt. flying far in excess of the normial requirement Of

11e shoved off'at ionce. borrowing a B-26 from iiarby his job. But instead of easing off during those final t'xio
March AF13, and flew himself to Seattle, arriving hiial- w'ks. hi was squeezing in every possible hour in tle air.
frozen and still miore tired. The ilters tid qiuiit ot him 11 winited. when lie reached that disk ini Omalia. to
and he'd haild to remtaii it high altitdil bccause of stiff spiukI irom the vantage point of his own, inier conccptioi
hecadwinds lower lowi. 11e switched intiai(liately froimt of a reual "pro."-Ext
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SNorth AImerlfail

F-5Is weirelused
ly SAC ill1946
as escort fight-
ers wheii SAC was

organized and

given global

responlsshilities.

GHTFRS

SAC's first Jet fighter, Lockheed's F-80, replaced propeller-type fighters ill 1918.

XCEPT for one thing, the fighter
i.s itarm of SAC might perhapsParto SA Chave go'le tile wvay of thie packPart of SAC's Pow er imile. That factor haseenterapi

developimrent of fighter-type aircraft
avwhich in ten years. has broglit the

ffirite toitspreentdaylog-rangeComes in Small Packages -r-t it presnty.

When SAC was organized in 1946,
lie North American F-51 and Be-
public F-47 fighters were assigned
the mission for wNhich thev had beeii
designed-fighter escort. There was
little else they could (to. But with
each delivery of a new improved
fighter plane the moissiol of SAC s

figliters grew in inpritc. The
chanljees beganl in PIS ith the intro-
duction of the North Aoerican F S'
Twin Mustaig and the Locklieed
F-80 Shooting Star-SACs first ict
fighter. And now that SAC's fightir
wings are equlip)ped wVith tie' lBe-
pll lic F-84F and willsoon get [lie
supersonic Mconnell F-]I01 Voodoo,

SAC now uses Republic F-84s. Equipped with nuclear weapons, fighters are theirprimary mission is the (1diVr
powerful striking forces wiich iay be nsed independently of homber forces. onelpiryemisinsith o li\

of nuclear weaponls inl Support of' the

strategic offensike. Eqiiipped witi
nuclear weapons, the are polverful
striking forces which mav he strategi-
cally used ildepeIdeItly of hmoiiber
forces. GreatlV illcreased initegrali
range, pls an in-flight reueling Calm-
bility, give today's fighters the mo-
bilit'y they need to cross oceans in
hors raier than days and to de-
ploy from one side of the globe to
thle iother.

SAC's main mission is strategic
hombinghot the command has been
a leader in the development of the

Still %eiled ill -'erve-tle Iigh-performance' lt-)oinell F-o101 Voodoo. This fighter potential as an effective
new fighter (recon version shown) will vatly iiprove SAC's fighter potential. weapon ill modern strategy-END
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Boving 707 and a 11-2 making itt hook-up.

REFUELING

SAC's Flying Gas Stations

ERIAL REFUELING, which has

A brought the entire world within
the range of SAC's atom-bomb-

carring airplanes, was first tried sue-
Cessfully in June 1923 (see cut). But
only in the past five years has it he-
come a practical, everyday technique.

Work on refueling technique began
in earnest after World War II-with
B-50 bombers and a modified refuel-
ing system developed by the British.
But the British gravitv-flow system
proved too slow, so US technicians
adedpressuretoit, makingitpos "Fill-'er-up." A B-47 about to hook up to a Boeing KC-97A
sible to pump more than 500 gallons tanker. Boom is guided by rulieato control surfaces.
of fuel per minute. The boom replaced
the hose, and it brought "Clancv'y
the crewman who operates the boom
-into the picture.

As fighters and bombers flv faster
and higher, there has been a pressing

eed for a jet tanker, and SAC's com-
bat potential will be tremendousl'
increased when the KC-135 jet tanker,
now in production, replaces the KC-
97s in general use today. The new
Boeing tanker will refuel planes at
speeds above 500 miles an hour and
altitudes higher than 35,000 feet.

The high degree of skill of SAC>s
tanker units enables them-as stand-
ard operating procedure-to refuel
formations of bombers at night with
visibility as low as one mile. And it
is now common to schedule a B-47
to fly three times its maximum ranges
with air refuelings. These operations
add up to almost73.000 refueling con-
tacts a week for SAC crews-or one
refueling every three and one-half ther Sun Ditgo in 1923. CaptI.t. Smith id It. John 1P. Rieliter. using
minutes around the clock-END a makeshift hose amd funmel rig, accompl)ished first successful air refueling.
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What About THE
T is month \\c are dexoting the major portion of our Progress permits no laging. We most cffectixely pursue

nagazine to the story of the Strategic Air Cominand. cery /menue to air supremacy and without knowing what
The occasion is the tenth anniversarx. on March 21, preciselx lies at the end of each road.

not onlI of SAC but of Air Defense Command md Tacti- Successors to the B-52 are already in the works. Will it
cal Air Command as well. We will treat of ADC and TAC b chemicallv-powered bomber, using so-called "exoti.
ill subsequent issues. i.e., non-petroleuim. fuel? Or a nuclear-powered aircraft of

"A decade of Security Through Airpow er," the newx slo- alost unlimited range and endurance? The Interconti-
gan of the Air Force, is really more than a slogan. It rep- nental Ballistic Missile would be a valuable supplement to
resents a vast achievement. But it marks, not so much the our manned homber force, and might eventually replace it
attaining of a goal, as a pause at a crossroads. so to speak. in large part. But the present state of the art, and the over-

To quote SAC's Commaiinder-in-Chief, Cen. Curtis E. riding need for continouis air supremacy do not permit
LeMay: "Building a modern air force is something you us. at this point, to choose xhich of these should be pur-
canlnot do oieniight. It takesaperol(ftimeand(ittakes siled at the expense of the others. Who can say, today,
a lot of mone. It's a matter of estsIlishing a progral and w1hich call be nglected without running the risk of a

t'en sticking to it, and eventuall' tou reach l'our goal. By radical slihift in the world balance of powxer?
thilt time the first part of thei force is obsolete and OIn [n a recent address. Secretary of Defense Charles E.
start over againl so it rcallx is a never-ending chore." Wilsoni said. "There are some who beliese that the United . "

"This "uIeVer-endiilg chore'" of mailitaining a coitiill- States alo e should match potential enemits plane for
ousili superior militarv force-in-being-as a deterrent to plane, nlll forn., ship for ship or in all tlese categories,
a11-out war-is relativeil ni(x. Thus far we have been sc- r(igalrdless of the effect oil the total security effort or tll
cooli. mian\ other complexities in defcise planning. This call

11o\ long that position will obtain is another Iatter. easilx lead to error. . . . Since our problems are quite dif-
For the first tille ill rece'It vears it is )t'inlg seriolisix ftrent. our defense needs must be govrued h more thl
threatened. As we look back on a "Clecade of securit," Sovitt statistics."

ie face the decade before us with the prospect of fright- The' achieving and maintaining of qualitative and (11o
ciing insecurity. titative superiority is lot necessarily a matter of matehi

W' have already conceded to the enemy in terms of plinc for plane. man for rnal. silip for ship.
quantity. We could be handing him the edge in qualit All the lel oil the groullnI and all the ships alt sea
of aircraft as xell. This sitlatioll hIs giolle iexio)ld the second-line instruments in the air-atomic ageT. Such foan
calculated riskestageandisfast'comingxhatoe expert canot 'xert true military power unless and until men
has c'lld "A special form of national siic'ide, in xxhich the air t'd weapons of til air have aichieved military su-

wdo not nleed to inidulge." perioriti in their rnediurn.
The quatity race was lost in deadly sepience-first in To salx that we need not worr about whether xe or the

ficliters, then in long-range bombers. Tomorrox it could Soviets possess the world's Number One air force at an,
i the Intermediate Range Ballistic Missilc or it tnucIlear- given tii' xould represent a significant shift in national
pmered bomber. Eventually it xould be the Interconti- policx. For it oulld imteal. ill effec that xxe are loxering
ieital Ballistic Missile. If this treid contiies we wili ill- our standard of what constitites an adequate deterreit
xitibly \Nwind II) with the world's Nunber Two air force force. For deternce through strengti it xoil sibstitnte

-NinnherTwo i all itrespects. This coild mean ultiiate the idea of deterrence throuigh hope.
d-feat. Arix xi to bleve that the Soviet Unlion has (illlidoled

Yet sole of our leaders are begiining to hint that we its dre:uin of world coliquest lnd xorld sibiigatio1? Are
so'ihow cal maintain adeq u ate security with i secold- wx to sxallow the current propalganca line that th dead
it i air force. Such rationalization steims froim a reluctance Stailin is t h e sole Soviet villain and that the new collective
to fai' the fact that maintaining the world's best air force dictatorship represents a luinch of nice guys trying to (yet
xxiII rqclire a radical rise il Air Force spending. Price along? Are xte now to belite that the new set of gang-
tigs on1 airpower are gloing up. The B-29 cost S650,000 sters in the Kremlin hae suddenly acquired a regartd for
atpieci. The 3-36 costs moir than SI million: the B-47, the sanctity of human lifc?
82 million; the B-52 xiil riu around 86 million each. And if the Kremlin's Iltimate aims are ichailaged-and xio
it, too. xxill iae to be replaced nid the pricte of securitv is hold ellolgi to sit\, thev lre not-xe call olv conct
will to up ill) 11lp. tc-' (1 de'x a iv deterrni- t threat. And tic

20 l c 1 iolt-,iiV. AlR Fllll . 1 it- 'mci-t o'1 iltclcocc M alzin bc-c S lP cuL nT
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By John F. Loosbrock
MANAGING EDITOR,NEXT TEN YEARS? AIR FORCE MAGAZINE

o w I -ilr If this 1oeS not ob- Whn it became knmen thait paltry four per month was
tain, if our deterrent streni.,tl is unlimarginal, thel peri- the "peak rate" at the moment, and seXenteen per month
pheral \ars could be used to apply the knife of attrition the so-called "accelerated rate" hoped for in two years,
to this slender margin. History has already taught us an any claims to production banners were pressed no further.
object lesson in this regard. It \as because our strategic No one, in the militarv, in civil authority, or in indus-
deterrent was merely marginal in 1950 that General \'an- tr\, has said we couldn't step up B-52 production to a
denberg counseled against extending the Korean air war level that would assure us a renewed lead. We hope this
bevoid the Yali (An FoHCE, July 1951). will be one.

To say that our own defese needs should not be gov- But \c also hope that it will not be done at the expense
erned bl Hussian strelgth is as dagerouis as it is fallacious. of other vital elements of our airpower-or without assur-

to would denv that the first crucial task of a war with ing ga rowing effectiveness throughout the Air Force struc-
Russia Xold be the defeat of the Soviet Air Force? Unless ture. It vould be foolish to turn out more planes unless we
this \ere done, we Xwould lose the decision. And the faster had the skilled men to keep them flying. It would be invit-
X1e \\iin the air battle, the less devastation to our United ing disaster to crain them onto a base system alreadv
States. jammed with billion-dollar invitations to a target party.

Because tIe task is so huge and complex, there is a Accelerating B-52 prodtiction would magnify and ag-
temptation to look for easy and relatively inexpensive gravate another question. What will replace itas Soviet
choices between \\eapois systems. But there are no easy defenses continue to improve? The greater the step-up, the
choices. and we cannot settle for a little bit of each. We faster answers to this must be decided.
caniot neglect an\ of these avenues. Will the B-52's successor be a supersonic jet? A chem-

The Beds control the timetable. They can select their ically-fueled bomber? The nuclear bomber? Hoy much of a
wapons systems and lai on "crash programs" to achieve substitute will the ICBM be? We do not suggest the
them. The danger is that they can do this in areas that answer. Indeed it mayv well be a combination of these. We
coild be decisive. That's what we must guard against. oilly hope that by the time hordes of supersonic bombers

This brings us once moreto the Strategic Air Command appear over Red Square we will already have the answers.
-its mission and its tools. Let is turn once again to the Our future requirements must also be weighed against
words of its commander. wlo cites these three cardinal great advances the Reds are making in another category
facts. of power-air defense. There are no reasons why their

"I. 'lie real threat to our national seeurity lies in a ability to turn out thousands of new fighters will lessen.
global unclear war; There are no reasons why this same ability cannot be trans-

"2. The \y\ to prevtent global nuclear \\ar is to be lated into other modern defensive weapons that will never
mu1len(iablil (Ind coll1 cncicilgl/ reah to tin it without qules- appear in a May-Day fly-by.
tioni; There is another real worrv in all this. Eventuallv the

"The way to be conviicingly readl to \wil a globIal news of Soviet advances will begin to seep into the minds
nuclear war is to pit ouir military niley into the rigllt of our combat crews. No one knows better than they
aoti(Itit of the right kind of equinient and people." the perils of attack against ever-improving weapons.

The right kind of People, a major SAC concern. is dis- They study these facts day after day. They watch
cussed in detail beginning on page 10. It is the equipment the eneins grow\th in size and efficiencv in terms

Iiicht concerns u1s here. of their ver\ lives. As our delivery systems slip behind,
We are told that e ]to\w have one operational \ing of the \\will be the first to know. The assurance that they are

B-52s and it has been revealed that no more than four on a Xinning team is not something the nation should
B-52s are being produced each month. fritter awav by inaction. SAC's combat crews have ac-

We dlo not knowX \\hat Soviet Bison production \w'as cepted ever-increasing dangers, but how long will they
during this same period. but we do know that official continue to accept them if they see the nation letting their
statemnents have admitted they begal , equipping combat weapons performance advantages go down the drain-one
iits itli the Bison ia full \ear before \\e began to "trickle" by one?

B-52s into our first wig. As XXe said earlier, the problems of the force in being
Oilv last suimmer our Present B-52 production plans are not confined to SAC. They face the whole Air Force.

were hailed as an "accelerated Program." This "step-up" It is a safe bet that the next decade of security through
as reported in percentages, rather than in the more un- airpoler will be more difficult to attain than the past ten

clerstanidable aid recealimg terms of IhtlmI1brs of aircraft. Xears have been.-EmD

AIR FORCE Magazine * A SPECIAL REPRINT



BULK RATE

U.S. POSTAGE
From PAID
AIR FO RCE ASSO CIATIO N PermitNo.60
MILLS BUILDING * WASHINGTON 6, D. C. Dayton,Ohio

THESE ARE ADVERTISERS WHO APPEARED

IN THE ORIGINAL APRIL 1956 ISSUE OF AIR FORCE MAGAZINE

AC Spark Plug Dix., General Moos Colp. Doulas Aircraft Co., Inc. Martin, Glenn L. Co., The
Acmte Aluminum Alloys, Inc. DuKane Corp. Motorola Communications&
Aerojet-General Corp. Elgin National Watch Co., Ordnance Div. Electronics, Inc.
Aircraft Radio Corp. Fairchild Engine & Airplane Corp., 1 Northrop Aircraft, Inc.

Garrett Corp. Aircraft Div. Olin Mathieson Chenical Care.
Allison Div., General Motors Corp. Fairchild Engine & Airplane Corp., OrendaEnginesLimited
AllioniMaGenealFotorCop. Stratus Div. Oed nie iie
Amerinacie &Fo undri a Corp. Fans orthElectronics Co.D v.of IT&T) PerceptalDevelopmentLaboatiory,Inc.
Atmaeiv.Aeicnuc naop Ford Dv fNrt mrcnnstrumient Corp., Dix,. of Peirkin Elmer Corp.

Atnaeics nDiv. ofNorthAmerican Sperry Rand Corp. RCA Engineering Products Div.,
AVCO Defense & Industrial Products Frick-Gallagher Manufacturing Co Radio Corp. of America
Avro Aircraft, Ltd. General Electric Co., Aircraft Gas Railroads of the United Sals

B &-I Instrument Co., Inc. Turbine Development Dept. RaytheonManufacturingCo.
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. General Electric Co., Aircraft Reaction Motors, Inc.

Bec icatCr.Products Div. Rockeldyne, ADiv. of Noi't
Beech Aircraft Corp. General Electric Co., Apparatus American Aviation. Inc.

Bendix Product- Div., Bendix Aviation SalesDi. R an Aeronautical Co.
Corp). General Electric Co.,HMdEED Ser vurnechanisins,lnic.

Boeing Airplane Co. General Electric Co., LMEED Southwest Airmotive Co.
B evitype Institute General Mills,Inc., Mechanical Div. Sperry Gyroscope Co., Div. of
Burroughs Corp. fleneral[PrecisionLaboratory,Inc. Sperry Rand Corp).

Goodrich, B. F.Co. IStromhberg-Carlson Co.
Cambridge Corp. Goodyear Tire &Rubber Co. ok ratorp.
CandarLt. CHamiton Standard Div., United Switzer Brothers, Inc.Cessna Aircraft Co. Aircraft Corp. Trexas Instruments Incorporat)ed
Chandler-Evans, Div. of Pratt & Whitney Hoover Electric Co. i 1 W ,cp

Co.. Inc. Hughes Aircraft Co.Trn oldilesIc
Cliton PrecisionProdtcts Co.Inc. In1hnIle one&Telegraph Corp. Uited Air Lines, Inc.Cline Electric Manufacturing Co. n'Tephe&TlgrhCo.
Collins Radio Co., Inc. Jack & Heintz, Inc. Utica Div Bendix Aviation Corp.
Consolidated Diesel Electric Corp. Kearfott Co., Inc.
Continental Motors Corp. Lear,Inc.,GrandRapidsDiv. Vickers Inc., Div. of Sperry Rand Corp.
Convair, a Div. ofoGeneral Dynamics Corp. Lewyt Mantfacturing Corp. Weber Aircralt Corp.

Lockheed Aircraft Corp. Webster-Chicago Corp., Gov't Div.
Decker Aviaion Corp. Loral Electronics Corp. Wx.a.i-Gordon Co.


