CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE AIR FORCE CROSS

o

BARRY F. CRAWFORD, JR.

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, U.SC, awards the Air Force Cross o Caplain Barry F. Crawford, Ir. for
extraordinary herolsm in military operalions against an armed enemy of the United States as ﬁmli Tactics OiTicer near I,,w Provinge, M’ﬂ-.nillm on
4 May 2010 On that date, while attached 10 Army Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha and their Afghan parter force, Captain Crawford conducted a
heliwopter assault imo Upon landing, Captam Crawford recerved reports that multiple groups of armmed enemy were
fighting positions in the high ground around the village. As the assault force imitiated clearance operations,
pun mwd sniper fire from an enemy force of well over 100 Mghers. As the assaul force was anacked, Caplain .
wounded Alghan soldiers and evacuate two Afghan soldiers killed in action. Recognizing that the wounded “ighan soldiers would die without cvacuation 1o
definitive care, Captain Crawford wok decisive sction and ran out into the open in an effort to guide the helicopter 1o the landing zone. :
bis position, O aptam Crawford remained exposed, despite having one of his radio amennas shot off mere inches from his face, while he
Acting without hesitation, Captain Crawford then bounded mw“uﬁpﬂ“ﬂ_ﬂ“uﬂﬂﬂh -4 4
defeat the arnbush allowing the aid-and-liner teams 10 move woward the casualies. While the casualties were being moved, the team's exposed positic
came under attack from twa encmy trucks that had moved into the area and were threatening the medical evacuation landing zone.  As one o
teams was pinned down by enemy fire, and the medical evacuation helicopier ook direct hits hlﬂ““’*“ "* C
wounded Alphan swoldier on the ground. Captain Crawford developed, coordinated, and executed a plan o suppress ;
the bert landing sone 1o retrieve the last casualty. While Captain Crawford's element exfiltrated the village, the a
aver steep terram with litile 10 no cover, Mmﬂnﬁﬁlﬁlﬂhﬂ”ﬂw
the open from multiple enemy fighting positions, some is s melers . Without regard A
terrain in the kill 2one to mummwﬂmﬂﬁmm H-64 30mm &
e | kibometers of steep temam with minimal cover, Captain Crawford again engaged the enemy with
st d it -4o-ground attack plan tha included strafing runs along with $00 and 2,000 pound
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