
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag­
azine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name 
and city/base and state are not 
acceptable. Photographs cannot 
be used or returned.—the editors

letters@afa.org

Sigh
Nice compilation of fighter pictures. 

Too bad airlift, tanker, bomber, and 
ISR aircraft, plus key support ele-
ments, too numerous to mention, did 
not participate in the 25 years of war 
[“USAF: 25 Years at War,” January, 
p. 20]. Maybe they were not engaged 
or perhaps they were just forgotten. 
The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.

Col. Larry Hammack,
USAF (Ret.)
Moseley, Va.

I read the several letters complain-
ing that the writer’s favorite aircraft 
was omitted from the “USAF: 25 Years 
of War” issue with disbelief [“Letters: 
“We Agree, It’s Disappointing,” Feb­
ruary, p. 6]. 

I well recall how you begged us read-
ers to submit our photos in September 
and October as you note. I encouraged 
a number of my friends to do so. As 
one who feels highly honored by hav-
ing one of mine printed, I appreciated 
the opportunity.

MSgt. Bill Brockman,
ANG (Ret.)

Atlanta 

Your article “25 Years at War” included 
extraordinary coverage of airmen and 
warfighting systems. I would have added 

for making electronic access so much 
easier for our students here at Air 
University. It has been a struggle ever 
since you started requiring a login. We 
did not want to give our admin login to 
the students, so the library staff was 
having to retrieve the electronic edition 
and print it or have them get our bound 
or current issues to make a copy. This 
is a great improvement. Your magazine 
articles are currently indexed here in 
the library and made available through 
AULIMP (Air University Library Index 
to Periodicals). Our students depend 
on your quality articles and reference 
them in their school papers.

Rebecca Susan Lipscomb
Periodicals Chief

Muir S. Fairchild Research 
Information Center
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

General Robinson
Enjoyed the article on Gen. Lori 

Robinson [“Wingman: In Command,” 
January, p. 78]. She was the second 
person to welcome me to Thumrait 
Air Base [Oman] when I stepped off 
the rotator. The first was Col. James 
Kowalski. What’s the chance of being 
deployed with two individuals, at the 
same time, who are both promoted to 
oversee major commands?

CMSgt. Fred W. Spielmann,
USAF (Ret.)

Longwood, Fla.

In your article on General Robinson 
you mentioned her tour as commander 
of the 17th Training Wing at Goodfel-

Letters

documentation of some of the critical 
contributors: B-52’s first shots of Desert 
Storm fired with CALCM plus Ops out 
of Diego. Fourteen years of B-1 preci-
sion CAS. Forty-four-hour B-2 sorties 
kicking off Enduring Freedom. And 
then there are the constant enablers 
making everyone look good: AWACS, 
Rivet Joint, Joint STARS, and strategic 
airlift. As history repeats itself, we need 
to think through and pace ourselves for 
the next 25 years. Looks like the BUFF 
will still be around!

Lt. Gen. Thomas J. Keck,
USAF (Ret.)

Tucson, Ariz.

Missed a Decade or So
“AWACS for the 21st Century” (Janu-

ary, p. 68) did a credible job conveying 
the operational impact of the massive 
Block 40/45 upgrade. Conversely, in 
reporting its deployment to the Middle 
East, the article fell short on the histori-
cal perspective of AWACS operating 
continuously in the AOR by nearly a 
third. Statements such as “since the 
aircraft began watching Iraq in the 
early 1990s”; “the jet has been flying 
continuously in the Middle East for more 
than two decades”; and “AWACS and 
the Air Force have been in the desert 
… since the first Gulf War” all miss 
nearly a decade of the 552nd AWACW’s 
proud history. Comprising thousands 
of sorties and tens of thousands of 
flying hours during the period 1980-
89, 552nd crews flew these aircraft in 
executing round-the-clock, 24/7/365 
combat weapons control, surveillance, 
and warning during Operation Elf One. 
Telling a first generation AWACS “crew 
dog” that continuous combat operations 
in the Middle East began in the 1990s, 
would be akin to telling an RAF airman 
that World War II began with the attack 
on Pearl Harbor!

Col. Dan Koslov,
USAF (Ret.)

Alexandria, Va. 

You’re Welcome
Thank you, thank you, thank you 
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Change of Address/Email

In an effort to stay connected with AFA 
and your local chapter, please remember 
to update your mailing address and email 
address. 

Change of address requires four weeks’ 
notice. Please mail your magazine label 
and fi rst and last name to the Membership 
Department at 1501 Lee Highway, Arlington, 
VA 22209-1198. 

You may also update your contact informa-
tion under the Members Only area of our 
website at www.afa.org, by calling our 
Membership Department at 1-800-727-3337, 
or emailing membership@afa.org.

AFA’s Mission

Our mission is to promote a dominant United 
States Air Force and a strong national de-
fense and to honor airmen and our Air Force 
heritage. To accomplish this, we:

Educate the public on the critical need for un-
matched aerospace power and a technically 
superior workforce to ensure US national 
security.

Advocate for aerospace power and STEM 
education.

Support the Total Air Force family and pro-
mote aerospace education.

Senior Staff Changes

NOMINATIONS: To be Major General: Steven L. Basham, Carl A. Buhler, James C. 
Dawkins Jr., Dawn M. Dunlop, Albert M. Elton II, Michael A. Fantini, Cedric D. George, 
Patrick C. Higby, Mark K. Johnson, Brian T. Kelly, Brian M. Killough, Scott A. Kinds-
vater, Donald E. Kirkland, Robert D. LaBrutta, Russell A. Mack, Charles L. Moore Jr., 
Paul D. Nelson, Mary F. O’Brien, John T. Quintas, Duke Z. Richardson, Robert J. Skin-
ner, Bradley D. Spacy, Ferdinand B. Stoss, Jeffrey B. Taliaferro, Christopher P. Wegge-
man, Stephen N. Whiting, John M. Wood. To be Brigadier General: Michael A. Guetlein, 
Brook J. Leonard.

CHANGES:  Brig. Gen. (sel.) Mark A. Baird, from Spec. Asst. to the Cmdr., AFMC, Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio, to Vice Cmdr., SMC, AFSPC, Los Angeles AFB, Calif. … Brig. Gen. 
(sel.) James R. Cluff, from Sr. Mil. Asst. to USD for Intel., OSD, Pentagon, to Vice Cmdr., 
25th AF, ACC, JBSA-Lackland, Texas … Brig. Gen. Richard A. Coe, from Dep. Command-
ing General-Air, Combined Jt. Forces Land Component Command-Iraq, to IG, ACC, JB 
Langley-Eustis, Va. … Maj. Gen. Dwyer L. Dennis, from Dir., Global Reach Prgms., USAF, 
Pentagon, to PEO, C3I & Networks, AFMC, Hanscom AFB, Mass. … Maj. Gen. Eric T. 
Fick, from PEO for Fighters & Bombers, AFLCMC, AFMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, to 
Dir., Global Reach Prgms., USAF, Pentagon … Maj. Gen. (sel.) Scott A. Howell, from Dir., 
Ops., AFSOC, Hurlburt Field, Fla., to Cmdr., Spec. Ops. Jt. Task Force-Afghanistan, US 
Forces-Afghanistan, CENTCOM, Kabul, Afghanistan … Brig. Gen. (sel.) Matthew C. Isler, 
from Cmdr., 12th FTW, AETC, JBSA-Randolph, Texas, to Dep. Commanding Gen.-Air, 
Combined Jt. Forces Land Component Command-Iraq … Maj. Gen. Veralinn Jamieson, 
from Dir. Intel., ACC, JB Langley-Eustis, Va., to Dep. Cmdr., Jt. Functional Component 
Command for ISR, STRATCOM, JB Anacostia-Bolling, D.C. … Brig. Gen. Peter J. Lam-
bert, from Vice Cmdr., 25th AF, ACC, JBSA-Lackland, Texas, to Dir., Intel., ACC, JB 
Langley-Eustis, Va. … Brig. Gen. (sel.) Jeannie M. Leavitt, from Principal Mil. Asst. to the 
SECDEF, OSD, Pentagon, to Cmdr., 57th FW, ACC, Nellis AFB, Nev. … Brig. Gen. Russell 
L. Mack, from IG, ACC, JB Langley-Eustis, Va., to Dir., Plans, Prgms., & Rqmts., ACC, JB 
Langley-Eustis, Va. … Maj. Gen. Robert D. McMurry Jr., from Vice Cmdr., SMC, AFSPC, 
Los Angeles AFB, Calif., to Cmdr., AFRL, AFMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio … Brig. Gen. 
(sel.) James D. Peccia III, from Associate Dir., Budget Ops. & Personnel, Offi ce of the Asst. 
SECAF, Financial Mgmt. & Comptroller, OSD, Pentagon, to Dir., Budget Ops. & Personnel, 
Offi ce of the Asst. SECAF, Financial Mgmt. & Comptroller, OSD, Pentagon … Brig. Gen. 
Michael J. Schmidt, from PEO for ISR & Spec. Ops. Forces, AFLCMC, AFMC, Wright-Pat-
terson AFB, Ohio, to PEO for Fighters & Bombers, AFLCMC, AFMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio … Brig. Gen. Christopher M. Short, from Cmdr., 57th FW, ACC, Nellis AFB, Nev., to 
Sr. Defense Offi cial, DIA, US Embassy, UK … Maj. Gen. Jay B. Silveria, from Cmdr., US 
Air Warfare Center, ACC, Nellis AFB, Nev., to Dep. Cmdr., AFCENT, CENTCOM, Southwest 
Asia … Brig. Gen. (sel.) Daniel L. Simpson, from Cmdr., NSA/Central Security Service 
Texas, NSA, JBSA-Lackland, Texas, to Dep. Dir., Intel., US Forces-Afghanistan, CENT-
COM, Kabul, Afghanistan … Brig. Gen. Ferdinand B. Stoss, from Dir., Strat. Plans, Prgms., 
Rqmts., & Assessments, AFGSC, Barksdale AFB, La., to Dir., Ops., AFGSC, Barksdale 
AFB, La. … Maj. Gen. (sel.) Jeffrey B. Taliaferro, from Dir., Plans, Prgms., & Rqmts., ACC, 
JB Langley-Eustis, Va., to Cmdr., 9th Air & Space Expeditionary Task Force-Afghanistan, 
CENTCOM, Kabul, Afghanistan … Maj. Gen. (sel.) Glen D. VanHerck, from Dir., Ops., 
AFGSC, Barksdale AFB, La., to Cmdr., US Air Warfare Center, ACC, Nellis AFB, Nev. … 
Brig. Gen. (sel.) John T. Wilcox II, from Cmdr., 341st Missile Wg., AFGSC, Malmstrom 
AFB, Mont., to Dir., Strat. Plans, Prgms., Rqmts., & Assessments, AFGSC, Barksdale AFB, 
La. … Lt. Gen. (sel.) Robert S. Williams, from Chief, Offi ce of Mil. Cooperation, CENT-
COM, US Embassy, Kuwait, to Cmdr., 1st AF (Air Forces Northern), Tyndall AFB, Fla.

SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE CHANGE: Henrietta K. Brisbon, to Vice Procurement 
Svcs. Executive, Defense Info. Tech. Contracting Orgn., Ft. Meade, Md.

Correction
Due to an editing error, the February “Airpower Classics: Predator,” p. 84, 
listed two pilots as having received the Distinguished Flying Cross for fl ying 
the Predator RPA. No RPA pilots have received the DFC.—THE EDITORS

low AFB, Texas, where the 17th has a 
“mixed bag” of training for operational 
endeavors, but you failed to mention 
the maintenance training programs that 
keep those systems up and running.  As 
a ground radio maintenance instructor, 

I spent two tours at Goodfellow, one 
of which was during Col. (later Gen.) 
Norma Brown’s tour as commander.

 MSgt. David C. Stamps,
USAF (Ret.)

Carlsbad, Texas 
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