
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag-
a     zine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name and 
city/base and state are not accept-
able. Photographs can  not be used 
or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Setting It Straight
I have, for the past 15 years, at-

tempted to correct misunderstanding of 
the targeting philosophy my staff and I 
advocated during Operation Allied Force. 
I have focused that effort on professional 
forums and in classrooms, combined, 
joint, and Air Force. I have intentionally 
avoided responding to the myriad of 
well-intentioned but misinformed articles 
appearing in this and other publications. 
The article that appeared in the April edi-
tion of Air Force Magazine [“Watershed 
Air War,” April, p. 58] has, however, 
prompted me to make an attempt to set 
the record straight. My staff and I believed 
from the very beginning of Operation 
Allied Force that the desired end state 
could best be achieved by targeting the 
strategic center of gravity. Our analysis 
was that Milosevic and the men and 
women who suppported him constituted 
that strategic center of gravity. We did 
not wish to “target Belgrade” because 
“it would have been much easier to hit 
large fixed visible targets.” We wished 
to strike a target set centered in and 
around Belgrade because we believed 
that affecting those targets would bring 
pressure to bear on Milosevic to a much 
greater degree than would striking tanks 
and armored vehicles in Kosovo. Military 
operations are conducted in order to have 
the desired effect on the adversary. The 
desired effect was to stop the killing in 
Kosovo, bring Milosevic to the table, 
and force him to accept NATO terms. 
I believed then and continue to believe 
now that airpower is most effective if 
applied against the strategic center of 
gravity from the beginning of a conflict. 
We had a purpose to our effort and it had 
nothing to do with the “ease” of attacking 
the targets. In fact, the risk involved in 
striking at the strategic center of gravity 
was much greater than the risk involved 
in striking tanks in Kosovo. 

Just a couple of more corrections and 
I will allow my computer keys to cool. I 
served as the NATO CFACC because of 
my position as the Commander of Allied 
Air Forces Southern Europe, not because 
I happened to command 16th Air Force. 
The Air Force chest beating article fails to 
mention the joint contributions made by 
the aircrews of the Teddy Roosevelt Battle 

Group and USMC F-18 crews stationed in 
Hungary. I was honored to be trusted by 
the heroic airmen of 16 NATO nations to 
serve as their CFACC. Each contributing 
NATO nation gave us their best and we 
did our best to employ those contributions 
in a tactically sound approach to achieve 
the desired strategic end state. Finally, 
the author observes that “in fact, there 
were no NATO fatalities.” That observa-
tion tragically overlooks the death of two 
US Army Apache helicopter crewmen 
who died in a mission rehearsal in the 
mountains of Albania. Commanding the 
NATO air effort in Operation Allied Force 
was the highlight of my career and I will 
be forever thankful to the thousands of 
men and women from the NATO contribut-
ing nations who placed their trust in me.

Lt. Gen. Michael C. Short,
USAF (Ret.)
Suffolk, Va.

I Just Can’t Even. Floppy Disks?
I have for years felt that the Air Force 

leadership had placed the continuous 
update and modernization of our strategic 
offensive forces on the back burner. But, 
I was awestruck by the picture on p. 44 
of the April 2015 edition of Air Force 
Magazine [“Nuclear Force Improvement,” 
p. 40]. A lieutenant loading strategic 
equipment software via a 5 1/4-inch 
floppy disk. Our strategic forces aren’t 
just outdated, they are indeed, ancient. 
This one picture said a million words. Our 
land-based missile systems are based 
on early 1980s computer technology. 
The Air Force leaders who testify before 
Congress during budget hearings should 
show this picture and ask the members 
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o f  C o ng r es s  j us t  h o w  “ s a f e”  t h ey  f eel  
w i t h  a  m a j o r  a r m  o f  s t r a t eg i c  f o r c es  s t i l l  
us i ng  t h e v er y  f i r s t  g ener a t i o n o f  s o -
c a l l ed  m o d er n c o m p ut er  a g e w h en Z - 100 
c o m p ut er s  w er e f i r s t  i nt r o d uc ed .  I  h a v e 
r ec ent l y  r ea d  a  c o up l e o f  a r t i c l es  o f  t h e 
c ur r ent  C N O  t h a t  l ea d s  m e t o  b el i ev e 
o ur  s t r a t eg i c  d ef ens i v e s ub m a r i nes  m a y  
b e i n a  s i m i l a r  s t a t e.  I  h o p e C o ng r es s  
und er s t a nd s  t h e v a s t  need  t o  m o d er n-
i z e t h e s t r a t eg i c  f o r c es — a nd  t h a t  t h ey  
w i l l  p r o v i d e t h e nec es s a r y  a d d i t i o na l  
f und s  t o  ex p ed i t i o us l y  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  
m o d er ni z a t i o n.

L t .  C o l .  Jo h n B r ed f el d t ,
U S A F  ( R et . )

D a w s o nv i l l e,  G a .

T a l k  a b o ut  l eg a c y  s y s t em s !  I  w a s  
a s t o ni s h ed  t o  s ee t h e s t a t e- o f - t h e- a r t  
i n s t r a t eg i c  m i s s l e o p er a t i o ns  t o d a y .  
W h en I  w a s  i n S A C  i n t h e 19 8 0s ,  w e 
us ed  5 1/4 - i nc h  f l o p p y  d i s k s  i n o ur  new  
s t a t e- o f - t h e- a r t  c o m p ut er s .  A p p a r ent l y  
t h es e a r e s t i l l  t h e f r o nt  l i ne.  I  t h i nk  I  h a v e 
a n o l d  b o x  o f  unus ed  f l o p p i es  a r o und  
s o m ew h er e i n c a s e U S A F  need s  t h em .  
T h e 5 1/4 ”  h a s  b een o b s o l et e s i nc e t h e 
a d v ent  o f  W i nd o w s  9 5,  t w o  d ec a d es  
a g o .  C er t a i nl y  C o ng r es s  c o ul d n’ t  p r o c ur e 
t h em  a s  t h ey  a r e l o ng  o ut  o f  p r o d uc t i o n!  
M a y b e A m a z o n c a n h el p .

L t .  C o l .  A .  J.  P a r m et ,
U S A F  ( R et . )

K a ns a s  C i t y ,  M o .  

N o  S t r at egic  Ch ange
A  m y t h  h a s  g r o w n up  t h a t  t h e D o o l i t t l e 

R a i d  r es ul t ed  i n t h e M i d w a y  C a m p a i g n.  
R o b er t  B .  K a ne’ s  “ T h e R a i d er s  a t  E g -
l i n”  [April, p. 70] r ep ea t s  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  
i na c c ur a c y .

I n a c t ua l i t y ,  t h e Ja p a nes e I m p er i a l  
H ea d q ua r t er s  i s s ued  t h e M i d w a y - A l eu-
t i a n D i r ec t i v e A p r i l  16 ,  19 4 2,  f o r  t h e o c -
c up a t i o n o f  t h e A l eut i a ns  a nd  M i d w a y ;  
t h e es t a b l i s h m ent  o f  a  d ef ens i v e l i ne 
f r o m  t h e A l eut i a ns  t o  S a m o a ,  F i j i ,  a nd  
N ew  C a l ed o ni a ;  a nd  t h e d es t r uc t i o n o f  
t h e U S  P a c i f i c  F l eet .  I t  c a m e t w o  d a y s  
b ef o r e t h e l a unc h  o f  t h e D o o l i t t l e R a i d .

T h e Ja p a nes e h a d  b ec o m e o v er c o n-
f i d ent  f o l l o w i ng  a  s i x - m o nt h  s t r i ng  o f  
v i c t o r i es ,  b ut  a l s o  r ea l i z ed  t h ey  d i d  no t  
h a v e t h e r es o ur c es  t o  f i g h t  a  p r o t r a c t ed  
w a r .  B y  ex p a nd i ng  t h ei r  t er r i t o r y ,  o c c up y -
i ng  U S  o ut p o s t ,  a nd  d es t r o y i ng  t h e U S  
P a c i f i c  F l eet ,  t h ey  h o p ed  neg o t i a t e a  
t r ea t y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e P o r t s m o ut h  T r ea t y  
end i ng  t h e R us s o - Ja p a nes e W a r ,  w h er e 
t h ey  c o nf r o nt ed  s i m i l a r  c o nd i t i o ns .

T h e Ja p a nes e R es ea r c h  D i v i s i o n o f  
t h e H i s t o r y  S ec t i o n,  U S  A r m y  F o r c es  F a r  
E a s t ,  p r ep a r ed  Ja p a nes e M o no g r a p h  N o .  
8 8 ,  “ A l eut i a n N a v a l  O p er a t i o ns  M a r c h  
19 4 2- F eb r ua r y  19 4 3 , ”  no t  d a t ed .  I t  p r o -
v i d ed  a  d et a i l  a c c o unt  o f  t h e p l a nni ng  f o r  
t h e A l eut i a n- M i d w a y  o p er a t i o n.

T h e U S  A r m y  F o r c es  i n t h e F a r  E a s t  
und er  G ener a l  M a c A r t h ur  h a d  a  v er y  l a r g e 

h i s t o r y  s ec t i o n m a nned  b y  A m er i c a n a nd  
Ja p a nes e h i s t o r i a ns  a nd  s c h o l a r s .  T h ey  
s o ug h t  t o  d o c um ent  t h e Ja p a nes e s i d e o f  
t h e w a r  t h r o ug h  r es ea r c h  o f  d o c um ent s  
t h a t  h a d  no t  b een d es t r o y ed  a nd  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i nt er v i ew s  w i t h  t h e p r i nc i p a l s .

M i l i t a r y  A n a l y s i s  D i v i s i o n ,  U n i t e d  
S t a t es  S t r a t eg i c  B o m b i ng  S ur v ey  ( P a -
c i f i c )  Ja p a nes e A i r p o w er ,  Jul y  19 4 6 ,  a l s o  
a d d r es s ed  t h e o r i g i ns  o f  t h e A l eut i a n-
M i d w a y  o p er a t i o n s .  T h e G r eenw o o d  
P r es s  r ep ub l i s h ed  t h e s t r a t eg i c  b o m b i ng  
s ur v ey  i n 19 6 9 .  C h a p t er  V I ,  “ T h e A l eut i a n 
C a m p a i g n, ”  b y  C a p t .  Ja m es  S .  R us s el l ,  
U S N ,  p r o v i d es  d et a i l s  o n t h e A l eut i a n 
C a m p a i g n K ur i l e o p er a t i o ns  a nd  t h e 
p l a nni ng  t h a t  w ent  i nt o  i t .

T h e S t r a t eg i c  B o m b i ng  S ur v ey  f o c us ed  
o n t h e ef f ec t  o f  A m er i c a n a i r  a nd  na v a l  

b o m b a r d m ent s  a nd  t h e Ja p a nes e r e-
s p o ns e.  I t  a l s o  i nv o l v ed  r ec o r d  s ea r c h es  
a nd  i nt er v i ew s .

W a l t er  L o r d ,  i n h i s  b o o k  Incred-
ible Vic t o r y ,  H a r p er ,  N ew  Y o r k ,  19 6 7 ,  
d es c r i b es  t h e p l a nni ng  t h a t  w ent  i nt o  
t h e A l eut i a n- M i d w a y  o p er a t i o ns  a s  
d o es  H i r o y uk i  A g a w a ,  The Reluctant 
Admiral, Yamamoto and the Imperial 
Navy, K o d a ns h a  I nt er na t i o na l ,  N ew  
Y o r k ,  19 7 9 .

D es p i t e a l l  t h e o v er w h el m i ng  h i s t o r i c a l  
ev i d enc e,  m a ny  s t i l l  c l i ng  t o  t h e m y t h  t h a t  
t h e D o o l i t t l e R a i d  c a us ed  M i d w a y .  W h i l e 
i t  a c c o m p l i s h ed  m uc h ,  i t  d i d  no t  c h a ng e 
t h e Ja p a nes e s t r a t eg y  i n t h e P a c i f i c .

Jo h n H a i l e C l o e
A nc h o r a g e,  A l a s k a

M el b o ur ne,  F l a .

The World’s Sixth Sense
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H ey ,  W h at  Ab o u t  Ou r  H ey d ay ?
I  r ea l l y  enj o y ed  t h e a r t i c l e “ S A C ’ s  

H ey d a y ”  [April, p. 50] .  H o w ev er ,  t h er e i s  
o ne t h i ng  m i s s i ng :  t h e F B - 111A  b o m b er .  
F o r   20  y ea r s  t h e 509 t h  B M W  ( M )  a nd  
t h e 3 8 0t h  B M W  ( M )  d i d  t h ei r  p a r t  i n t h e 
m i s s i o n o f  S A C  w i t h  no  m ent i o n i n t h i s  
a r t i c l e.  I s  i t  b ec a us e y ea r  a f t er  y ea r  
t h es e t w o  w i ng s  w o n B o m b  C o m p ,  o v er  
a nd  o v er  a g a i n unt i l  t h e B - 1 c a m e o n 
t h e s c ene a nd  t h e B - 52 a v i o ni c s  w er e 
up g r a d ed ?  F o r  a  l o t  o f  us  i n S A C  t h e 
w o r d  b o m b er  m ea nt  F B - 111A .  F o r  m e,  
509 t h  B M W  m ea nt  s t a t e- o f - t h e- a r t  a s  
i t  d o es  t o d a y  i n t h e B - 2.

M S g t  Jo h n H .  C r es s y  Jr . ,
U S A F  ( R et . )
E x et er ,  N . H .

I  r ea l l y  enj o y ed  t h e p h o t o s  f r o m  
“ S A C ’ s  H ey d a y ”  i n t h e A p r i l  2015 i s s ue,  
b ut  I  l o o k ed  i n v a i n f o r  a ny  o f  t h e N o r t h  
A m er i c a n B - 4 5 T o r na d o .  G r a nt ed  i t  w a s  
a  s t o p g a p  b et w een t h e B - 29  a nd  t h e 
a r r i v a l  o f  t h e B - 4 7 ,  b ut  i t  no net h el es s  
w a s  a  f r o nt l i ne b o m b er  i n t h e 19 50s .  I t  
racked up a number of firsts. Accord -
i ng  t o  B o ei ng ,  w h o  a b s o r b ed  N o r t h  
American, the Tornado was the first 
p r o d uc t i o n j et  b o m b er  t o  ent er  s er v i c e 
with the USAF, and the first four-engine 
jet to fly in the United States. It was 
also the first four-jet-engine aircraft to 
drop an atomic bomb, and the first to 
b e r ef uel ed  i n m i d a i r .

G i v en t h e i m p o r t a nt  r o l e t h e B - 4 5 
p l a y ed  i n t h e A i r  F o r c e’ s  t r a ns i t i o n 
i nt o  t h e j et  a g e,  i t  d es er v es  t o  b e r e-
m em b er ed .  

L a r r y  R o t h
R a v ena ,  N . Y .

For posterity, below are the B-45 
and the FB-111 in glorious color.—the

editors

K ud o s  o n c o nt i nui ng  t o  p r o v i d e us  
w i t h  a  g r ea t  m a g a z i ne.  H o w ev er ,  i n t h e 
a r t i c l e o n S A C ,  p .  57 ,  p i c t ur e N o .  3 ,  y o u 
s t a t e t h a t  t h e B - 52 p i c t ur ed  w a s  o n i t s  
w a y  t o  V i et na m  i n l a t e 19 6 4 .

The first combat mission for the BUFF 
w a s  l a unc h ed  f r o m  A nd er s en o n June 
18 ,  19 6 5,  no t  19 6 4 .  I  r em em b er  t h e d a t e 
v er y  w el l ,  I  w a s  t h e d ep ut y  c o m m a nd er  
o f  t h a t  m i s s i o n.

 R i c h a r d  I o na t a
B a t t l e G r o und ,  W a s h .

J u s t  Mak e t h e D ang T h ing
I  a m  c o nf us ed  b y  t h i s  w h o l e t o p i c  

a nd  t h e p r o b l em s  t h a t  t h i s  c o unt r y  f a c es  
b ec a us e w e d o n’ t  w a nt  t o  b uy  R us s i a n 
R D - 18 0 r o c k et  eng i nes  [“Action in Con-
gress,” April, p. 11].

W h a t  h a s  h a p p ened  t o  t h i s  c o unt r y  
a nd  o ur  p a s t  eng i neer i ng  a nd  m a nuf a c -
t ur i ng  ex c el l enc e?  W h a t  h a s  h a p p ened  
t o  t h e c o m p a ni es  t h a t  b ui l t  t h e r o c k et  
eng i nes  f o r  t h e S a t ur n r o c k et s ?  I f  t h e 

R D - 18 0 i s  s uc h  a  g r ea t  eng i ne a nd  w e 
c a n’ t  d es i g n a  b et t er  o ne t h en w h y  d o n’ t  
w e d o  w h a t  t h e R us s i a ns  d i d  d ur i ng  
W o r l d  W a r  I I .  T h ey  t o o k  t h r ee s t o l en 
o r  a p p r o p r i a t ed  B - 29 s  a nd  r ev er s e 
eng i neer ed  t h em  a nd  b ui l t  t h e T u- 4 .  
H a s  a l l  o f  t h i s  c o unt r y ’ s  m a nuf a c t ur i ng  
a nd  eng i neer i ng  ex c el l enc e b een s o  
o v er w h el m ed  b y  O S H A ,  E P A ,  D ep t  o f  
L a b o r ,  g o v er nm ent  r ul es  a nd  r eg ul a -
t i o ns  a nd  l a w y er s  t h a t  w e c a n’ t  r ev er s e 
eng i neer  a  r o c k et  eng i ne?  

I n 19 4 0,  N o r t h  A m er i c a n A v i a t i o n t o o k  
102 d a y s  t o  g o  f r o m  c o nt r a c t  s i g ni ng  t o  
a flying prototype of the P-51 Mustang. 
W e p ut  m en o n t h e m o o n a nd  no w  w e 
a r e b ei ng  t o l d  t h a t  w e c a n’ t  m a nuf a c t ur e 
a  r o c k et  eng i ne.

I ’ m  s ur e I  w i l l  b e t o l d  t h a t  I  d o  no t  
und er s t a nd  s o m et h i ng ,  b ut  i t  j us t  s eem s  
t o  b e a  b a s i c  q ues t i o n.  W h y  c a n’ t  w e 
j us t  m a k e a n eng i ne?

T o m  D a ug h er t y
C l a y ,  N ew  Y o r k

T h e S m o k ing G u n( ner )
G r ea t  ( &  r a r e)  c l o s e- i n- t r a i l  f r o nt a l  

s h o t  o f  a  B - 26  M a r a ud er  o n p . 19  o f
Air Force Magazine [“Flashback: Close 
Up,” April]. B ut  o ne i s  s up p o s ed  t o  k no w  
h i s  r ep o r t o r i a l  b ea t ,   p a r t i c ul a r l y  i f  h e’ s  
d ea l i ng  w i t h  t h e o f t en a r c a ne d et a i l  o f  
m i l i t a r y  s ub j ec t s .  ( A t  l ea s t  s o  I  w a s  t o l d  
i n m y  t i m e a s  a  U P I  p h o t o g  l o ng  a g o ) .  
U p  i n t h a t  d i s t i nc t i v e g r eenh o us e t h e 
c a p t i o ned  ‘ no s e g unner  s nea k i ng  a  
s m o k e’  i s  i n f a c t  t h e b o m b a r d i er /na v .  
A nd  t h a t ’ s  m o s t  l i k el y  t h e r a d i o m a n/F E  
b et w een t h e p i l o t s ,  l o o k i ng  i n f r o m  h i s  
r a d i o  r a c k  j us t  a f t  o f  t h e c o c k p i t .

My dad, then-Lt. Russ Deever, flew 
M a r a ud er s  o v er  E ur o p e i n 9 t h  A i r  
F o r c e’ s  f a m ed  “ B r i d g eb us t er s , ”  t h e 
3 9 4 t h  B G /58 6 t h  B S ,  19 4 4 - 4 5.  H i s  B /N ,  
L t .  M el  O t t ,  w a s  a l s o  t h e c r ew ’ s  t a l l es t  
g uy ,  w h i c h  m a d e i t  s o  m uc h  m o r e t r i c k y  
t o  s h o eh o r n h i m s el f  i n b eh i nd  a  N o r -
d en b o m b s i g h t  and the manually fired 
f o r w a r d  . 50 c a l .  ( A nd  b o y  d i d  t h ey  a l l  
h a v e f un no w  a nd  a g a i n c o nni ng  s o m e 
new  r ep l a c em ent  i n t h e s q ua d r o n i nt o  
b el i ev i ng  M el  w a s  that M el  O t t ,  o f  N Y  
G i a nt s  f a m e! )

H o w a r d  “ H uey ”  D eev er
O m a h a ,  N eb .

Fis h y  Fis h b ed  N u m b er s
T w o  s t a t em ent s  r eg a r d i ng  M i G - 21 

c l a i m s  need  c o r r ec t i ng  [“Airpower Clas-
sic: MiG-21 Fishbed,” April, p. 80]: “ I n 
D ec em b er  19 7 2,  [ a  M i G - 21]  s c o r ed  
first-ever air combat kill of a B-52 
b o m b er ,  o v er  H a no i . ”  T h er e w er e 15 
B - 52s  l o s t  o v er  N V N  d ur i ng  L i neb a c k er  
I I  i n D ec em b er ;  a l l  w er e a t t r i b ut ed  t o  
S A M s .  A c c o r d i ng  t o  h i s t o r i a n M a r s h a l l  
M i c h el  i n “ T h e 11 D a y s  o f  C h r i s t m a s , ”  
a  M i G - 21 p i l o t  c l a i m ed  a  B - 52 k i l l  o n 
27  D ec em b er  19 7 2.  “ P o s t - w a r  a na l y -
sis indicates that the MiG-21 flown by 
[ M a j .  P h a m ]  T ua n a t t a c k ed  I v o r y  c el l  
. . .  b ut  h i s  t w o  A T O L L  m i s s i l es  m i s s ed .  
. . .  T ua n b r o k e o f f  h i s  a t t a c k  a s  s o o n 
as he fired, so when he saw Cobalt 01 
explode and catch fire after being hit by 
a  S A M ,  T ua n q ui t e r ea s o na b l y  t h o ug h t  
h i s  m i s s i l es  h a d  s c o r ed  t h e k i l l . ”  ( p .  206 ) .  
T h e s ec o nd  c l a i m  o c c ur r ed  o n D ec .  
28. “A MiG-21 flown by Vu Xuan Thieu 
p r es s ed  a n a t t a c k  [ o n]  t h e B - 52s ,  b ut  
b ef o r e h e w a s  a b l e t o  g et  c l o s e T h i eu 
w a s  s h o t  d o w n b y  t w o  p r o w l i ng  F - 4 s .  
T h e N o r t h  V i et na m es e l a t er  c l a i m ed  
T h i eu’ s  M i G  c o l l i d ed  w i t h  t h e B - 52 a nd  
b o t h  c r a s h ed ,  b ut  no  B - 52s  w er e l o s t  
t h a t  ni g h t . ”  ( p .  213 ) .

L et t er s
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T h e s ec o nd  er r o neo us  s t a t em ent  
w a s :  “ I n D ec em b er  19 6 6 ,  N o r t h  V i et -
na m es e [ M i G - 21]  p i l o t s  d o w ned  14  
F - 105s  w i t h  no  l o s s es . ”  T h er e w er e 
five F-105 combat losses over North 
V i et na m  i n D ec em b er  19 6 6 ,  o nl y  o ne 
o f  w h i c h  w a s  a t t r i b ut ed  t o  a  M i G - 21.  O n 
14  D ec em b er ,  C a p t .  R o b er t  B .  “ S p a d e”  
Cooley from the 357 TFS flying as 
“ F o s d i c k  03 ”  i n F - 105D  6 0- 0502 w a s  
hit by an ATOLL fired by a MiG-21D. 
H e ej ec t ed  a nd  w a s  r es c ued  a n h o ur  
l a t er  b y  “ Jo l l y  G r een 3 6 ”  p i l o t ed  b y  
Capt. James A. Hartwig. Interestingly, 
C o o l ey ’ s  r es c ue b ec a m e p a r t  o f  a n 
escape and evasion film called “Here 
There Are Tigers” that was shown to 
aircrews in the PACAF Jungle Survival 
S c h o o l  a t  C l a r k  A B ,  P h i l i p p i nes .

L t .  C o l .  W i l f r ed  H .  P l unk et t ,
U S A F  ( R et . )

A l b uq uer q ue,  N . M .

AET C D es er v es  T h at  S t ar
T h e r ec ent  d ec i s i o n t o  i nc r ea s e t h e 

c o m m a nd  r a nk  f r o m  t h r ee t o  f o ur  s t a r s  
i n t h e G l o b a l  S t r i k e C o m m a nd   [“Nuclear 
Force Improvements,” April, p. 40] a nd  
d ec r ea s e t h e r a nk  o f  A i r  E d uc t a t i o n 
and Training Command (AETC) from 
f o ur  t o  t h r ee s t a r s  d o es n’ t  m a k e s ens e.  
T h e A i r  F o r c e ex p l a na t i o n i s  1:  G l o b a l  
S t r i k e C o m m a nd  i s  a  c o m b a t  c o m m a nd  
a nd  a s  s uc h  r eq ui r es  a  f o ur - s t a r  c o m -
m a nd er .  2:  T h e c o m m a nd  h a d  a  num b er  
o f  s ec ur i t y  a nd  m o r a l e p r o b l em s  a nd  
a  f o ur - s t a r  c o m m a nd er  i s  r eq ui r ed  t o  
a d d r es s  t h o s e p r o b l em s .

Fine, it’s a given, Global Strike Com -
m a nd  r eq ui r ed  a  f o ur - s t a r  c o m m a nd er .  
B ut  d o es  i t  m a k es  s ens e t o  t a k e t h e s t a r  
f r o m  A E T C ?  T h e c o m m a nd  i s  m uc h  
larger in scope and responsibilities 
t o d a y  t h a n a ny  t i m e i n i t s  h i s t o r y .  A E T C  
is the second largest command in the 
Air Force and one of the largest in DOD, 
w i t h  nea r l y  7 0, 000 p er s o nnel ,  1, 100 
a i r c r a f t ,  a nd  25 b a s es  a nd  i ns t a l l a t i o ns .  
T h e c o m m a nd  h a s  o ne o f  t h e m o s t  
c r i t i c a l  m i s s i o ns  i n t h e m i l i t a r y — r ec r ui t ,  
t r a i n,  a nd  ed uc a t e p eo p l e s o  t h ey  c a n 
o p er a t e a nd  m a i nt a i n t h e s o p h i s t i c a t ed  
w ea p o ns  s y s t em s  o f  t h i s  d a y .

My guess is that the Air Force is 
b et w een a  r o c k  a nd  a  h a r d  p l a c e,  i . e. ,  
not enough four-star authorizations to 
go around. The Air Force is authorized 
12 four-star generals. It’s been that way 
f o r  y ea r s .  I n o r d er  t o  i nc r ea s e t h e r a nk  
o f  t h e G l o b a l  S t r i k e C o m m a nd ,  y o u 
m us t  d ec r ea s e t h e r a nk  o f  o ne o f  t h e 
A i r  F o r c e’ s  10 m a j o r  c o m m a nd s .  ( C ur -
r ent l y ,  t h r ee o f  t h e 10 a r e c o m m a nd ed  
by lieutenant generals.) You have seven 
to choose from. Five are combat or 
c o m b a t - r el a t ed  c o m m a nd s — y o u c a n’ t  
t o uc h  t h em .  T w o  a r e no nc o m b a t  c o m -
m a nd — A E T C  a nd  A i r  F o r c e M a t er i el  
Command. You can’t touch AFMC be -
cause a woman was recently assigned 

t h er e a nd  a l l  h el l  w o ul d  b r ea k  l o o s e i f  
y o u t o o k  t h a t  s t a r  a w a y .  T h er e i s  no  
question that she and AFMC deserve 
t h e f o ur - s t a r  r a nk .  T h er e i s  o nl y  o ne 
place to get the four-star—AETC.

So how do you get from under a rock 
a nd  a  h a r d  p l a c e?  R eq ues t  t h e S ena t e 
Armed Services Committee to increase 
the number of four-star generals for the 
A i r  F o r c e f r o m  12 t o  13 .  T h e r eq ues t  
w o ul d  p r o b a b l y  f a l l  o n d ea f  ea r s  f o r  
many reasons—too many generals, 
rank heavy, why so many generals when 
y o u a r e a  t h i r d  s m a l l er  t h a n y o u w er e 
15 years ago? The ratio of officers to 
enlisted personnel is too high, and on 
a nd  o n a d  na us eum .  I t ’ s  w o r t h  a  t r y !

T h e r eq ues t  m us t  c o m e f r o m  D O D .  
G l o b a l  S t r i k e C o m m a nd  ( f o r m er l y  S t r a -

tegic Air Command) is in peacetime 
a n A i r  F o r c e c o m m a nd  b ut  i n w a r t i m e 
c o m es  und er  t h e o p er a t i o ns  c o nt r o l  o f  a  
unified command (Strategic Command) 
and as such a rank change should be 
s up p o r t ed  b y  D O D .  I n a d d i t i o n,  t h e s t a t e 
of Texas has a very powerful member on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
( Jo h n C o r ny n) .  I t ’ s  no t  w i s e,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
t o  l o s e a  f o ur - s t a r  r a nk  i n T ex a s .  Jo h n 
Tower realized the implications in 1983 
w h en a n ef f o r t  w a s  m a d e t o  d ec r ea s e t h e 
command rank of Air Training Command.

My thoughts may be an oversimplifica-
t i o n o f  t h e p r o b l em  b ut  I  f eel  t h er e m us t  
b e a  b et t er  w a y .

G en.  A nd r ew  P .  I o s ue,
U S A F  ( R et . )
S a n A nt o ni o
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