
screenshot

An Atlas V rocket boosts GPS IIF-10 into space 
from Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla. This year marks 
the 20th anniversary of the GPS system achiev-
ing full operational capability.
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United Launch Alliance photo

By Aaron M. U. Church, Associate Editor

SpaceX Still in Play
SpaceX is still eligible to compete for national security 

space missions even though one of its Falcon 9 rockets 
exploded on June 28, Space and Missile Systems Center 
boss Lt. Gen. Samuel A. Greaves told Reuters. 

“SpaceX remains certified and can compete for the 
upcoming GPS III launch service,” Greaves told the wire 
service. 

The rocket was on a commercial mission carrying sup-
plies to the International Space Station when it experienced 
an “anomaly,” SpaceX officials said. According to SpaceX 
Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk, a support strut failed 
in the Falcon 9 and most likely triggered the explosion. 
SpaceX is also looking at other factors that may have 
caused the mishap. 

The GPS III launch will be the first time United Launch 
Alliance will face competition for NSS missions since the 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing consortium was formed in 2006. 

SpaceX was certified in May after a two-year review.

Ghostrider Grounded
The Air Force’s prototype AC-130J Ghostrider gunship 

was grounded pending investigation of an in-flight incident 
that occurred during a test sortie from Eglin AFB, Fla., 
earlier this year, according to Air Force Materiel Command. 
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Go Fly a Kite: A1C Jonathan Palacios-Conde and SrA. John 
Brown cover the engine of a KC-135 tanker at Al Udeid, Qatar, 
during a windstorm that had gusts of almost 60 mph. Sensi-
tive aircraft engines must be protected from sand and debris 
and extreme conditions such as the heat that is common at 
locations in the Middle East.

The aircraft “returned to base and safely landed without 
further incident or any injuries to the crew” after the April 
21 mishap, the command told Air Force Magazine in a 
statement. 

AFMC officials on June 15 elevated the accident from a 
Class C mishap after “structural analysis suggested damage 
greater than the $2 million monetary threshold for a Class A 
incident,” reads the statement. 

The AC-130J prototype suffered a similar mishap when it 
departed controlled flight during handling trials in February, 
exceeding its structural limits and resulting in the addition 
of two months to flight testing. 

Air Force Special Operations Command plans to purchase 
and convert 37 airframes to the AC-130J configuration as 
part of its $2.4 billion program to replace the legacy AC-130U 
and AC-130W fleets. 

Rad ar  Ap p eal  Q u as h ed
The US federal claims court rejected Raytheon’s appeal 

of a May decision permitting the Air Force to reopen review 
of the Three-Dimensional Expeditionary Long-Range Radar 
system contract originally awarded to the company. 

“Raytheon has not demonstrated either a likelihood of 
success or a substantial case on the merits of its appeal,” 
federal judge Margaret M. Sweeney concluded in a decision 
released June 18. 

Raytheon initially won the 3DELRR contract to provide 
airborne and missile threat tracking in 2014. After protests 
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C- 1 2 3  Cr ew s  Cl ear ed  f o r  Co m p ens at io n 

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  V e te r a n s Af f a i r s e x te n d e d  c o m -
p e n sa ti o n  c o v e r a ge  to  a i r m e n  suf f e r i n g c e r ta i n  c o n -
d i ti o n s l i n k e d  to  r e p e a te d  c o n ta c t w i th  c o n ta m i n a te d  
C - 123  P r o v i d e r  a i r c r a f t use d  to  sp r a y  Age n t O r a n ge  
c h e m i c a l s d ur i n g O p e r a ti o n  R a n c h  H a n d  i n  V i e tn a m ,  
officials announced. 

“ O p e n i n g up  e l i gi b i l i ty  f o r  th i s d e se r v i n g gr o up  o f  Ai r  
F o r c e  v e te r a n s a n d  r e se r v i sts i s th e  r i gh t th i n g to  d o , ”  V A 
S e c r e ta r y  R o b e r t A.  M c D o n a l d  sa i d  i n  a  J un e  r e l e a se .  

T h e  d e c i si o n  f o l l o w s a  2015 r e p o r t b y  th e  I n sti tute  
o f  M e d i c i n e  d e ta i l i n g th e  h e a l th  c o n se q ue n c e s o f  e x -
p o sur e  to  d i o x i n - ta i n te d  a i r c r a f t,  e v e n  y e a r s a f te r  th e i r  
use  i n  V i e tn a m ,  a c c o r d i n g to  th e  r e l e a se .  “ W e  th a n k  
th e  I O M  f o r  i ts th o r o ugh  r e v i e w  th a t p r o v i d e d  th e  sup -
p o r ti n g e v i d e n c e  n e e d e d  to  e n sur e  w e  c a n  n o w  f ul l y  
c o m p e n sa te  a n y  f o r m e r  c r e w  m e m b e r  w h o  d e v e l o p s 
a n  Age n t O r a n ge - r e l a te d  d i sa b i l i ty , ”  M c D o n a l d  sa i d .  

T h e  i n q ue st f o un d  th a t a s m a n y  a s 2, 100 Ac ti v e  D uty  
a n d  Ai r  F o r c e  R e se r v e  C o m m a n d  a i r c r e w ,  m a i n ta i n e r s,  
a n d  a e r o m e d i c a l  p e r so n n e l  c o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o se d  
to  h a r m f ul  c h e m i c a l s.  

AF R E S  p e r so n n e l  w h o  se r v e d  o n  th e  a i r c r a f t a t 
L o c k b o ur n e /R i c k e n b a c k e r  AN G B ,  O h i o ;  W e sto v e r  AF B ,  
M a ss. ;  P i ttsb ur gh  Ar p t. ,  P a . ;  o r  Ac ti v e  D uty  a i r m e n  w h o  
se r v e d  o n  C - 123 s a t se v e r a l  b a se s b e tw e e n  19 6 9  a n d  
19 8 6  a r e  e n c o ur a ge d  to  sub m i t c o m p e n sa ti o n  c l a i m s,  
a c c o r d i n g to  th e  V A.

          — Aaron M. U. Church
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by competitors Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman, the 
Air Force moved to “correct” its decision, based on advice 
from the Government Accountability Office. 

The GAO found that the Air Force “erred in its technical 
evaluation of Raytheon’s proposal and ... conducted unequal 
and misleading discussions regarding the parties’ cost/price 
proposals,” according to a court summary of the case. 

Raytheon argued the original award was sound and that 
the Air Force’s “corrective action was arbitrary, capricious, 
and unreasonable,” based on the GAO’s faulty evaluation. The 
court decision clears the way for the Air Force to reconsider 
competing bids.

K C- 4 6  B l o o m s  a B o o m
A KC-46A Pegasus test airframe flew in the tanker con-

figuration for the first time on a certification flight June 2, 
manufacturer Boeing announced. Provisioned 767-2C test 
airframe EMD-1 took off with both the KC-46’s planned flying 
boom and twin, wing-tip mounted refueling pods to check 
the configuration’s airworthiness, according to the company. 

The first full-up KC-46 Pegasus tanker (EMD-2) is slated 
to fly for the first time later this summer, according to Boeing. 
The company is using four test aircraft—two provisioned 
767-2C freighters and, later, two KC-46A tankers—to attain 
FAA and Air Force certification. 

A provisioned airframe flew the program’s maiden flight 
from Paine Field in Everett, Wash., last December. The Air 
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Pull it Apart, Put it Together: SrA. Clint White, an F-16 
maintainer with the 455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, takes apart a jet during a phase inspection July 
7 at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. Inspectors had been at 
Bagram for more than two months, performing phase inspec-
tions on aircraft that have reached 400 flying hours.

B r o k en T r eat ies ,  Cl o s ing S k ies
R ussi a  i s v i o l a ti n g p r o v i si o n s o f  th e  O p e n  S k i e s 

tr e a ty  b y  b a r r i n g Ai r  F o r c e  O C - 13 5s f r o m  o b se r v i n g 
k e y  str a te gi c  a r e a s,  a c c o r d i n g to  th e  S ta te  D e p a r t-
m e n t’ s 2015 a r m s c o n tr o l  tr e a ty  c o m p l i a n c e  r e p o r t,  
r e l e a se d  o n  J un e  5.  

“We have been unable to conduct overflights of ei -
th e r  R ussi a  o r  U k r a i n e  n e a r  th e i r  sh a r e d  i n te r n a ti o n a l  
b o r d e r ”  si n c e  th e  sh o o t- d o w n  o f  a  c i v i l i a n  a i r l i n e r  i n  th e  
a r e a  l a st y e a r ,  a r m s c o n tr o l  a n d  i n te r n a ti o n a l  se c ur i ty  
un d e r se c r e ta r y  R o se  E .  G o tte m o e l l e r  sa i d  i n  a  J un e  
10 sp e e c h .  

R ussi a  i s a l so  b l o c k i n g a c c e ss to  p a r ts o f  K a l i n i n gr a d  
( i ts str a te gi c  m i l i ta r y  e n c l a v e  w e d ge d  b e tw e e n  N AT O  
a l l i e s P o l a n d  a n d  L i th ua n i a ) ,  R ussi a n - o c c up i e d  p o r -
tions of Georgia, and the conflict zone in Chechnya. 

“ T h e  U n i te d  S ta te s c o n ti n ue d  to  o p p o se  a n y  a i r sp a c e  
r e str i c ti o n  i n h i b i ti n g a n  o b se r v i n g p a r ty ’ s r i gh t”  un d e r  
th e  tr e a ty ,  a n d  b o th  th e  U S  a n d  P o l a n d  f o r m e r l y  r a i se d  
th e  i ssue  w i th  R ussi a ,  th e  d o c um e n t sta te s.  

“ R ussi a  h a s v e e r e d  o f f  c o ur se .  W e  c a l l  o n  R ussi a  to  
j o i n  us i n  i m p r o v i n g se c ur i ty  i n  E ur o p e  a n d  to  r e tur n  to  
f ul l  i m p l e m e n ta ti o n ”  o f  O p e n  S k i e s,  G o tte m o e l l e r  sa i d ,  
a d d r e ssi n g th e  O p e n  S k i e s tr e a ty  r e v i e w  c o n f e r e n c e  
i n  V i e n n a .  

T h e  U S  c i te d  R ussi a  f o r  v i o l a ti n g th e  I n te r m e d i a te  
N uc l e a r  F o r c e s tr e a ty  b a n n i n g m i d - r a n ge  n uc l e a r  m i s-
si l e s,  l a st y e a r ,  a n d  R ussi a  h a s l o n g b e e n  i n  b r e a c h  
o f  a  c o n v e n ti o n a l  a r m s a gr e e m e n t.

              —Aaron M. U. Church
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Force is planning to purchase 179 new tankers, with 18 
airframes slated for delivery over the next two years.

Ru d e Aw ak ening
The Air Force will activate the 34th Fighter Squadron at Hill 

AFB, Utah, as part of the base’s transition from F-16 to F-35A 
operations, according to a base news release. 

The unit, known as the “Rude Rams,” stood down in summer 
2010 as part of an Air Force-wide restructuring effort that saw 
Hill lose 24 of its F-16s, leaving a force of 48 fighters there. Now, 
with plans to establish the Air Force’s first F-35A operational 
location at Hill with 72 combat-ready jets, the 34th FS is returning. 

The squadron will be one of three Active Duty units, along 
with the 4th FS and 421st FS, within the 388th Fighter Wing 
that will fly F-35As with the support of members of Air Force 
Reserve Command’s 419th FW. 

Hill is scheduled to receive its first F-35A in September 
and have 15 jets on hand by August 2016 when the Air 
Force aims to commence F-35A operations. 

L ak enh eat h ’ s  Ev er y w h er e Eagl es
Eagles and Strike Eagles from RAF Lakenheath, UK, 

fanned out on training exercises in southern Europe while 
the base’s runway was under repair in June. 

Fifteen F-15Es and 300 airmen from the 492nd Fighter 
Squadron relocated to Aviano AB, Italy, for two weeks of 
dissimilar air combat training with resident F-16s. “Different 
aircraft allow both crews to accomplish training missions that 
typically wouldn’t happen,” 492nd FS Operations Director 
Maj. Timothy Dowling said in a release.

Meanwhile, a dozen F-15C/Ds and 250 pilots, maintain-
ers, and support personnel from Lakenheath’s 493rd FS 

took part in Exercise Anatolian Eagle at 
Konya AB, Turkey, officials announced. 

“Anatolian Eagle is a great opportunity 
for our aircrews to hone their operational 
skills from a forward operating location,” 
493rd FS Commander Lt. Col. John 
Stratton said. 

NATO aircraft from Germany, Spain, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, and Pakistan 
took part in the June exercise. 

Ir aq i F- 1 6  Cr as h es  in Ar izo na
An Iraqi Air Force F-16 assigned to 

the Arizona National Guard’s 162nd 
Fighter Wing for foreign pilot training 
crashed during a night training sortie 
near Douglas, Ariz., on the state’s 
southern border, The Arizona Republic 
reported. The sole pilot, Brig. Gen. Rasid 
Mohammed Sadiq Hasan, was killed. 

The jet went down approximately five 
miles from the small Douglas Municipal 
Airport near the US-Mexican border at 
8 p.m. local time, June 25, according to 
an ANG news release. 

Emergency responders controlled a 
brush fire started by the crash, accord-
ing to the Republic.

The aircraft was reportedly a Block 
52 F-16D—the first delivered to Iraq. 

Iraq ordered 36 F-16C/Ds. The cause 
of the incident is under investigation.

B o m b er  B u s t l e
Air Force Global Strike Command 

B-2 and B-52 bombers staged deterrent 
operations from RAF Fairford, UK, sup-
porting NATO and US Strategic Com-
mand exercises in the region in June. 

The B-2s conducted hot-pit refueling 
and crew changes, demonstrating rapid 
regeneration from a forward location on 
their brief stopover at Fairford on June 
7. Three B-52s from Minot AFB, N.D., 
simultaneously operated from Fairford 
for exercises Baltops and Saber Strike, 
officials stated. 

The 5th Bomb Wing B-52s were 
originally slated to fly nonstop sorties 
from the United States to take part in 
a scenario off the Swedish coast dur-
ing Baltops. The bombers expanded 
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the mission to fly ground-support training over Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland as part of the US Army in 
Europe-led Saber Strike exercise that ran through June 19. 

“This deployment to RAF Fairford was specifically de-
signed … to ensure maximum opportunities to synchronize 
and integrate our bomber capabilities with [allied] military 
assets,” explained Adm. Cecil D. Haney, STRATCOM com-
mander. 

S t r es s ed ,  B u t  no t  B r o k en
Lockheed Martin completed 25,000 simulated flight hours 

on an F-16C Block 50 aircraft as part of its full-scale durability 
test designed to stress the aircraft to identify potential fatigue 
issues, according to a June 11 company press release. 

The F-16 fleet was designed to hold up under heavy stress 
for 8,000 equivalent flight hours, but the FSDT results will be 
used to “design and verify” a service life extension program 
that will extend the service life of up to 300 F-16C/D Block 
40-50 aircraft to 12,000 EFH, until USAF’s F-35 strike fight-
ers come online. 

“This testing milestone clearly demonstrates that F-16s 
with SLEP modification can be safely operated longer than 

Cas u al t ies
As o f  J ul y  17 ,  th r e e  Am e r i c a n s h a d  d i e d  i n  O p e r a ti o n  

F r e e d o m ’ s S e n ti n e l  i n  Af gh a n i sta n  a n d  se v e n   Am e r i c a n s 
h a d  d i e d  i n  O p e r a ti o n  I n h e r e n t R e so l v e  i n  I r a q  a n d  S y r i a .

T h e  to ta l  i n c l ud e s n i n e  tr o o p s a n d  o n e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
D e f e n se  c i v i l i a n .  O f  th e se  d e a th s,  tw o  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a c ti o n  
w i th  th e  e n e m y  w h i l e  e i gh t d i e d  i n  n o n c o m b a t i n c i d e n ts.

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  3 3  tr o o p s w o un d e d  i n  a c ti o n  d ur i n g 
O F S  a n d  o n e  i n  O I R .  

T r o o p  S w el l  f o r  Ir aq
P r e si d e n t O b a m a  a uth o r i z e d  up  to  4 50 a d d i ti o n a l  U S  

m i l i ta r y  p e r so n n e l  to  tr a i n ,  a d v i se ,  a n d  a ssi st I r a q  se c ur i ty  
f o r c e s a t T a q a d d um  m i l i ta r y  b a se  i n  An b a r  p r o v i n c e ,  th e  
W h i te  H o use  a n n o un c e d  J un e  10.  

“ T h e se  n e w  a d v i so r s w i l l  w o r k  to  b ui l d  [ th e ]  c a p a c i ty  
of Iraqi forces, including local tribal fighters, to improve 
th e i r  a b i l i ty  to  p l a n ,  l e a d ,  a n d  c o n d uc t o p e r a ti o n s a ga i n st 
[ I S I S ]  i n  e a ste r n  An b a r  un d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  P r i m e  
M i n i ste r , ”  a c c o r d i n g to  th e  sta te m e n t.  

T h e  tr a i n i n g si te  w i l l  c o m p l e m e n t th e  f o ur  p r e v i o usl y  
e sta b l i sh e d  si te s i n  a l - Asa d ,  B e sm a y a ,  E r b i l ,  a n d  T a j i ,  
w h e r e  so m e  9 , 000 I r a q i  tr o o p s h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  tr a i n e d  
a n d  a n o th e r  3 , 000 a r e  c ur r e n tl y  i n  tr a i n i n g.

 “ T h e se  a d d i ti o n a l  tr o o p s w i l l  n o t se r v e  i n  a  c o m b a t r o l e  
a n d  w i l l  a ugm e n t th e  3 , 100 U S  tr o o p s w h o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
d e p l o y e d  to  I r a q . ”  

T h e  P e n ta go n  e m p h a si z e d  th e  “ d e c i si o n  d o e s n o t r e p -
r e se n t a  c h a n ge  i n  m i ssi o n , ”  b ut w i l l  e n a b l e  I r a q i  f o r c e s “ to  
b e tte r  d e f e n d  i ts c i ti z e n s a n d  r e ta k e  i ts te r r i to r y ”  f r o m  I S I S ,  
a c c o r d i n g to  a  J un e  10 D e f e n se  D e p a r tm e n t sta te m e n t.  

T h e  P r e si d e n t a sk e d  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r s to  e x a m i n e  a r e a s 
th a t h a v e  b e e n  suc c e ssf ul  a n d  th o se  th a t “ m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
m o v i n g a t a  p a c e  th a t’ s l a te - to - n e e d  o r  w h e r e  c e r ta i n  
un i ts h a v e  n o t sto o d  a n d  f o ugh t, ”  sa i d  Ar m y  G e n .  M a r ti n  
E .  D e m p se y ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  th e  J o i n t C h i e f s,  r e f e r e n c i n g 
th e  r e c e n t f a l l  o f  R a m a d i ,  w h e r e  m a n y  I r a q i s l e f t th e  c i ty  
without a fight despite outnumbering ISIS forces.

J S T ARS  D o es  it  Again
E - 8 C  J S T AR S ,  sta gi n g f r o m  Al  U d e i d  AB ,  Q a t a r ,  

r e c e n t l y  sur p a sse d  100, 000 f l y i n g h o ur s i n  d i r e c t sup -
p o r t o f  U S  C e n t r a l  C o m m a n d  o p e r a t i o n s.  “ T h e  ta sk i n g 
i n  th e  C E N T C O M  th e a t e r  d ur i n g th e  l a st 13  y e a r s i s a  
c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  v a l ue  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s th a t th e  
E - 8 C  b r i n gs to  th e  m a n n e d  c o m m a n d  a n d  c o n t r o l ,  b a ttl e  
m a n a ge m e n t ,  i n t e l l i ge n c e ,  r e c o n n a i ssa n c e ,  a n d  sur v e i l -
l a n c e  m i ssi o n , ”  sa i d  C o l .  K e v i n  D .  C l o t f e l t e r ,  G e o r gi a  Ai r  
N a t i o n a l  G ua r d  116 th  Ai r  C o n t r o l  W i n g c o m m a n d e r ,  i n  a  
J un e  2 n e w s r e l e a se .  

M e m b e r s o f  th e  AN G ’ s 116 th  AC W  a n d  th e  Ac ti v e  D uty  
4 6 1st AC W  f r o m  R o b i n s AF B ,  G a . ,  a s w e l l  a s th e  Ar m y  
J S T AR S  13 8 th  M i l i ta r y  I n te l l i ge n c e  C o m p a n y ,  a m a sse d  
the flying hours over six CENTCOM operations—Southern 
W a tc h ,  E n d ur i n g F r e e d o m ,  I r a q i  F r e e d o m ,  N e w  D a w n ,  
Inherent Resolve, and Freedom’s Sentinel—according 
to  th e  n e w s r e l e a se .  

JSTARS clocked 100,000 post-9/11 combat flying hours 
i n  a l l  th e a te r s l a st M a y .

P r ed at o r s  D o w n
An  M Q - 1 P r e d a to r  r e m o te l y  p i l o te d  a i r c r a f t c r a sh e d  i n  

so uth e a ste r n  I r a q  o n  J un e  22 d ur i n g a  c o m b a t a i r  p a tr o l ,  
a n n o un c e d  Ai r  F o r c e s C e n tr a l  C o m m a n d .  T h e  i n c i d e n t 
was “not due to enemy fire,” according to AFCENT’s 
p r e ss r e l e a se .  

C o n tr o l l e r s l o st “ p o si ti v e  c o n tr o l ”  o f  th e  R P A d ur i n g a  
so r ti e  sup p o r ti n g a n ti - I S I S  o p e r a ti o n s,  a n d  th e  a i r c r a f t h i t 
th e  gr o un d  a t a p p r o x i m a te l y  8 : 3 0 a . m .  l o c a l  ti m e ,  w i th o ut 
i n j ur i n g c i v i l i a n s o r  d a m a gi n g p r o p e r ty ,  AF C E N T  sta te d .  

The Air Force also confirmed in June that an MQ-1 
P r e d a to r  l o st o v e r  S y r i a  i n  M a r c h  w a s i n d e e d  sh o t d o w n  
b y  S y r i a n  f o r c e s.  

The shootdown was the first reported RPA loss during 
Operation Inherent Resolve and possibly the first time 
S y r i a n  a i r  d e f e n se s h a v e  b e e n  a c ti v a te d  a ga i n st c o a l i ti o n  
a i r c r a f t si n c e  th e  o p e r a ti o n  b e ga n .  

U S  Cent r al  Co m m and  Op er at io ns :  Fr eed o m ’ s  S ent inel  and  Inh er ent  Res o l v e

By the Numbers

B o e i n g’ s c o st o v e r a ge  o n  th e  K C -
4 6 A ta n k e r  p r o gr a m ,  a s o f  m i d - J ul y ,  
bringing the total cost of the fixed-
p r i c e  p r o gr a m  n e a r  U S AF  e sti m a te s.  
B o e i n g m ust p a y  th e  c o st o v e r r un s.

$808 Million
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Air  Fo r c e W o r l d

S enio r  S t af f  Ch anges

RET IREMEN T S :  L t .  G e n .  R o n n i e  D .  H aw k ins  J r . ,  L t.  G e n .  B r uc e  
A.  L it c h f iel d .  

N OMIN AT ION S :  T o  b e L ieu t enant  G ener al :  D a v i d  J .  B u c k .  T o  b e 
B r igad ier  G ener al :  C h r i sto p h e r  P .  Azzano ,  P a ul  E .  B au m an.  T o  
b e AN G  B r igad ier  G ener al :  H o w a r d  P .  P u r c el l ,  F r a n k  H .  S t o k es ,
T h o m a s K .  W ar k .  T o  b e AFRC Maj o r  G ener al :  R a n d a l l  R .  B al l .

CH AN G ES :  L t.  G e n .  ( se l . )  D a v i d  J .  B u c k ,  f r o m  V i c e  C m d r . ,  AF -
S P C ,  P e t e r so n  AF B ,  C o l o . ,  to  C m d r . ,  14 th  AF  ( Ai r  F o r c e s S tr a t . ) ,  
AF S P C ,  V a n d e n b e r g AF B ,  C a l i f .  …  M a j .  G e n .  M a r k  C .  D i l l o n,  f r o m  
D C S ,  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s C o m m a n d  &  U S  F o r c e s K o r e a ,  Y o n gsa n  Ar m y  
G a r r i so n ,  S o uth  K o r e a ,  to  V i c e  C m d r . ,  P AC AF ,  J B  P e a r l  H a r b o r -
H i c k a m ,  H a w a i i  …  L t .  G e n .  R usse l l  J .  H and y ,  f r o m  C m d r . ,  Al a sk a n  
C o m m a n d ,  P AC O M ,  J B  E l m e n d o r f - R i c h a r d so n ,  Al a sk a ,  to  C m d r . ,  
Al a sk a n  C o m m a n d ,  N O R T H C O M ,  J B  E l m e n d o r f - R i c h a r d so n ,  Al a sk a  
…  B r i g.  G e n .  D a v i d  S .  N ah o m ,  f r o m  D i r . ,  R e gi o n a l  Af f a i r s,  O f f i c e  o f  
D e p .  U n d e r se c r e t a r y ,  I n t l .  Af f a i r s,  O f f i c e  o f  U n d e r se c r e t a r y  o f  th e  
AF ,  P e n t a go n ,  to  D e p .  D i r . ,  P & P ,  AC C ,  J B  L a n gl e y - E usti s,  V a .  …  
B r i g.  G e n .  M a r y  F .  O’ B r ien,  f r o m   S p e c .  Asst.  to  th e  D C S ,  I n t e l . ,  
S ur v e i l l a n c e ,  &  R e c o n ,  U S AF ,  P e n ta go n ,  to  D i r . ,  I n te l . ,  C Y B E R C O M ,  
F o r t M e a d e ,  M d .  …  L t .  G e n .  J o h n  W .  Ray m o nd ,  f r o m  C m d r . ,  14 th  
AF  ( Ai r  F o r c e s S tr a t . ) ,  AF S P C ,  V a n d e n b e r g AF B ,  C a l i f . ,  to  D C S ,  
O p s. ,  U S AF ,  P e n t a go n  …  B r i g.  G e n .  L e n n y  J .  Ric h o u x ,  f r o m  D i r . ,  
AF  C o l o n e l  M gm t.  O f f i c e ,  D C S ,  M a n p o w e r ,  P e r so n n e l ,  &  S v c s. ,  
U S AF ,  P e n t a go n ,  to  D i r . ,  S v c s. ,  D C S ,  M a n p o w e r ,  P e r so n n e l ,  &  
S v c s. ,  U S AF ,  P e n t a go n  …   M a j .  G e n .  ( se l . )  J a m e s C .  S l i f e,  f r o m  
D e p .  D i r . ,  S t r a t e gy ,  P l a n s,  &  P o l i c y ,  C E N T C O M ,  M a c D i l l  AF B ,  F l a . ,  
to  D C S ,  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s C o m m a n d  a n d  U S  F o r c e s K o r e a ,  Y o n gsa n  
Ar m y  G a r r i so n ,  S o uth  K o r e a  …  B r i g.  G e n .  J e f f r e y  B .  T al iaf er r o ,  
f r o m  D e p .  D i r . ,  P & P ,  AC C ,  J B  L a n gl e y - E usti s,  V a . ,  to  D i r . ,  P l a n s,  

P r gm s. ,  &  R q m ts. ,  AC C ,  J B  L a n gl e y - E usti s,  V a .  …  B r i g.  G e n .  B i l l y  
D .  T h o m p s o n,  f r o m  C h i e f ,  AF  S e n a t e  L i a i so n  O f f i c e ,  O f f i c e  o f  
th e  L L ,  O S AF ,  P e n t a go n ,  to  D i r . ,  R e gi o n a l  Af f a i r s,  O f f i c e  o f  D e p .  
U n d e r se c r e t a r y  o f  th e  AF ,  I n t l .  Af f a i r s,  O f f i c e  o f  th e  U n d e r se c r e t a r y  
o f  th e  AF ,  P e n t a go n  …  L t .  G e n .  T o d  D .  W o l t er s ,  f r o m  D C S ,  O p s. ,  
P & R ,  U S AF ,  P e n t a go n ,  to  D i r . ,  O p s. ,  J t .  S t a f f ,  P e n t a go n .

COMMAN D  CH IEF CH AN G E:  C M S gt. ,  P a t r i c k  F .  Mc Mah o n,  f r o m  
C o m m a n d  C h i e f ,  14 th  AF ,  AF S P C ,  V a n d e n b e r g AF B ,  C a l i f . ,  to  
C o m m a n d  C h i e f ,  AF S P C ,  P e t e r so n  AF B ,  C o l o .

S EN IOR EX ECU T IV E S ERV ICE CH AN G ES :  W i n sto n  A.  B eau c h am p ,
to  D e p .  U n d e r se c r e ta r y  o f  th e  AF  ( S p a c e ) ,  P e n ta go n  …  S te v e n  A.
Cant r el l ,  to  D i r . ,  C i v i l  Av i a ti o n  I n te l .  An a l y si s C e n te r ,  D C S ,  I n te l . ,  
S ur v e i l l a n c e ,  &  R e c o n ,  J B  An a c o sti a - B o l l i n g,  D . C .  …  P a ul  F .  Fr eis t h -
l er ,  to  S r .  I n te l .  E n gi n e e r /S c i e n ti st,  N a tl .  Ai r  &  S p a c e  I n te l .  C e n te r ,  
W r i gh t- P a tte r so n  AF B ,  O h i o  …  C a r o l y n  M .  G l eas o n,  to  Asso c .  D e p .  
Asst. Secy., Budget, Office of the Asst. SECAF, Financial Mgmt. & 
C o m p tr o l l e r ,  P e n ta go n  …  R i c h a r d  K .  H ar t l ey ,  to  P r i n c i p a l  D e p .  Asst.  
S E C AF ,  I n stl . ,  E n v . ,  &  E n e r gy ,  P e n ta go n  …  L a ur a  N .  J ank o v ic h ,  to  
Asst. Auditor General, Field Offices Directorate, Office of the Auditor 
G e n e r a l  o f  th e  AF ,  P e n ta go n  …  R i c h a r d  L ind er m an,  to  D e p .  D i r . ,  
I n f o .  S y s.  &  C y b e r se c ur i ty ,  D AS D  f o r  R e se a r c h ,  U S D ,  Ac q . ,  T e c h . ,  
&  L o g. ,  Al e x a n d r i a ,  V a .  …  M i c h a e l  F .  L o gr and e,  to  D e p .  D i r . ,  AF  
R e v i e w  B o a r d s Age n c y ,  J B  An d r e w s,  M d .  …  R o d n e y  L .  Mil l er ,  to  
C h i e f  S c i e n ti st,  AF G S C ,  B a r k sd a l e  AF B ,  L a .  …  J ud i th  B .  Ol iv a,  
to  D i r . ,  F i n a n c i a l  M gm t. ,  AF  S usta i n m e n t C e n te r ,  AF M C ,  T i n k e r  
AF B ,  O k l a .  …  P h i l i p  L .  Rit c h es o n,  to  D e p .  D i r . ,  I n tl .  Af f a i r s,  N a tl .  
Geospatial-Intel. Agency, Springfield, Va. … Pamela C. S c h w enk e,  
to  Assoc. Dep. Asst. Secy. (Prgms.), Office of the Asst. SECAF, 
F i n a n c i a l  M gm t.  &  C o m p tr o l l e r ,  P e n ta go n .           �

Baby, You’re a Firework: Festive fireworks light up the sky July 
2 behind a C-130 Hercules at Yokota AB, Japan, during Celebrate 
America, an annual event that provides US military members and their 
families at the base an opportunity to enjoy games, food, and music in 
recognition of America’s Independence Day. Events included a 5K run, 
a cake and pie contest, go-carts, a petting zoo, a water balloon toss, 
a scavenger hunt, a three-point basket ball shootout, and “goofy golf.” 
The event is sponsored by the 374th Force Support Squadron.
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anyone previously thought possible,” said Rod McLean, vice 
president and general manager of the F-16/F-22 Integrated 
Fighter Group at Lockheed Martin.

L igh t ning S t r ik es  T w ic e
The 62nd Fighter Squadron transitioned from the F-16 to 

the F-35A, becoming the second Lightning II pilot training 
squadron at Luke AFB, Ariz., in a ceremony there in June. 

“As we open this new chapter in our squadron’s history, 
we will focus our efforts on what we’ve been doing for three 
generations—training and delivering combat airpower,” said 
the incoming 62nd FS commander, Lt. Col. Gregory Frana, 
during the June 5 transition ceremony.

Luke stood up the 61st FS as the first of six F-35 training 
squadrons in October 2013. The 62nd FS was slated to begin 
receiving F-35s in July and will eventually host US, Italian, 
and Norwegian conversion training. 

H anging b y  a H el m et

Le Bourget, France — T h e  Ai r  F o r c e  a n ti c i p a te s d e c l a r -
i n g i n i ti a l  o p e r a ti o n a l  c a p a b i l i ty  o n  th e  F - 3 5A b e tw e e n  
August a n d  N o v e m b e r  2016 ,  L o c k h e e d ’ s F - 3 5 e x e c uti v e  
v i c e  p r e si d e n t to l d  r e p o r te r s d ur i n g th e  P a r i s Ai r  S h o w .  

The 3I software block for the first operational F-35A 
n e x t y e a r  h a s th e  sa m e  c a p a b i l i ti e s a s th e  M a r i n e  C o r p s’  
B l o c k  2B ,  b ut w i th  tw o  d i f f e r e n c e s:  a n  up gr a d e d  p r o c e s-
so r  a n d  th e  “ G e n  3 ”  h e l m e t,  sa i d  F - 3 5 G e n e r a l  M a n a ge r  
a n d  E x e c uti v e  V i c e  P r e si d e n t L o r r a i n e  M .  M a r ti n .

“ T h e  Ai r  F o r c e  h a s sa i d  i t w a n ts to  go  to  I O C  w i th  
th e  n e w  h e l m e t, ”  sh e  sa i d .  T o  m a k e  sur e  3 I  i s r e a d y ,  
L o c k h e e d  M a r ti n  w i l l  ta k e  12 U S AF  a i r c r a f t a n d  e n sur e  
they are configured correctly with USAF-specific modi -
fication, she said. 

T h e  c o m p a n y  a l so  h a s so m e  “ e n h a n c e m e n ts”  i t w a n ts 
to  m a k e  to  th e  Auto n o m i c  L o gi sti c s I n f o r m a ti o n  S y ste m  
( AL I S )  f o r  th e  F - 3 5A,  p e r  U S AF  r e q ue st,  to  e n sur e  d a ta  
c a n  b e  d i str i b ute d  a c r o ss m ul ti p l e  b a se s.  

T h e  F - 3 5A m o d s a r e  l e ss i n te n si v e  th a n  th e  U S M C  
F - 3 5B  c h a n ge s,  si n c e  so m e  o f  th e  Ai r  F o r c e ’ s a i r f r a m e s 
c a m e  o f f  th e  p r o d uc ti o n  l i n e  i n  F o r t W o r th ,  T e x a s,  m o r e  
r e c e n tl y ,  gi v i n g th e  c o m p a n y  ti m e  to  m a k e  m o st o f  th e  
c h a n ge s w h i l e  th e  a i r c r a f t w e r e  sti l l  o n  th e  l i n e .  

T h e  p i l o t a n d  m a i n ta i n e r  tr a i n i n g r a te  m ust a l so  sp o o l  
up, Martin said, as the first aircraft delivery to Hill AFB, 
U ta h ,  i s a n ti c i p a te d  b y  th e  e n d  o f  th i s y e a r .

      —Marc V. Schanz

Ru s s ian Figh t er s  Fo r w ar d  
The Russian air force is negotiating an agreement with 

Belarus to establish a forward fighter base there to counter 
increased NATO fighter rotations to neighboring Poland and the 
Baltic States, state-run TASS Russian News Agency reported. 

Russia deployed six Su-27s just across the border from 
US F-15s and F-16s in Poland and Lithuania last March, and 
Russian air force chief Col. Gen. Viktor Bondarev earlier an-
nounced plans to permanently base Su-27s in central Belarus 
as early as 2016, according to the report. 

Belarusian Defense Minister Lt. Gen. Andrei Ravkov said the 
timing and location are still under discussion, but the country 
is “ready to undertake all necessary measures” to host a Rus-
sian air force presence, according to TASS. 

“Belarus cannot ignore changes in the military-political 
situation in the region that bear additional risks,” Ravkov said.

V al o r  Fr o m  t h e Fl am es
French Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian presented 

USAF SSgt. Greggory Swarz the Legion d’Honneur medal, 
honoring Swarz for risking his life to save three French airmen 
during a deadly aircraft accident in Spain in January. 

“He did not hesitate to throw himself in the flames to save 
his comrades,” said Le Drian during the award presentation 
at the Paris Air Show on June 15. 

Swarz dragged the airmen from the flames after a Greek 
F-16 crashed into several parked aircraft during a NATO train-
ing event at Los Llanos AB, Spain, on Jan. 26. 

“It’s human nature. There [are] people suffering, you’ve got 
to do as much as you can,” said Swarz. “I saw some stuff that 
shouldn’t really be talked about. Some pretty horrific things,” 
he said. 

Swarz is an aircraft electrical technician assigned to the 
48th Fighter Wing at RAF Lakenheath, UK. He received 
the Airman’s Medal earlier this year for his bravery. �

S t r at egy  o n t h e Er o d ing Ed ge 
T h e  D e f e n se  D e p a r tm e n t’ s 2015 N a ti o n a l  M i l i ta r y  

S tr a te gy  c a l l s f o r  “ gr e a te r  a gi l i ty ,  i n n o v a ti o n ,  a n d  i n te gr a -
ti o n , ”  w h i l e  a l so  a c k n o w l e d gi n g th a t th e  U n i te d  S ta te s’  
“ c o m p a r a ti v e  m i l i ta r y  a d v a n ta ge  h a s b e gun  to  e r o d e . ”  

In the first such strategy released since 2011, Chair -
m a n  o f  th e  J o i n t C h i e f s o f  S ta f f  Ar m y  G e n .  M a r ti n  E .  
D e m p se y  w r o te  i n  th e  i n tr o  th a t “ to d a y ’ s gl o b a l  se c ur i ty  
e n v i r o n m e n t i s th e  m o st un p r e d i c ta b l e  I  h a v e  se e n  i n  4 0 
y e a r s o f  se r v i c e . ”  

T h e  U n i te d  S ta te s n o w  f a c e s “ m ul ti p l e ,  si m ul ta n e o us 
se c ur i ty  c h a l l e n ge s f r o m  tr a d i ti o n a l  sta te  a c to r s”  a n d  
n o n sta te  a c to r s— “ a l l  ta k i n g a d v a n ta ge  o f  r a p i d  te c h n o -
logical change,” added Dempsey. “Future conflicts will 
c o m e  m o r e  r a p i d l y ,  l a st l o n ge r ,  a n d  ta k e  p l a c e  o n  a  m uc h  
more technically challenging battlefield.” 

In addition, such conflicts will “have increasing implica -
ti o n s to  th e  U S  h o m e l a n d , ”  w r o te  D e m p se y .  

T h e  str a te gy  n o te s R ussi a ’ s c o n ti n ue d  d i sr e sp e c t f o r  
th e  “ so v e r e i gn ty  o f  i ts n e i gh b o r s”  a n d  i ts w i l l i n gn e ss to  
“ use  f o r c e  to  a c h i e v e  i ts go a l s. ”  I t a c k n o w l e d ge s th e  
“ str a te gi c  c h a l l e n ge s”  I r a n ’ s n uc l e a r  a m b i ti o n s p o se  
to  th e  i n te r n a ti o n a l  c o m m un i ty  a n d  c a l l s th e  c o un tr y  a  
“ sta te - sp o n so r  o f  te r r o r i sm  th a t h a s un d e r m i n e d  sta b i l i ty ”  
i n  “ I sr a e l ,  L e b a n o n ,  I r a q ,  S y r i a ,  a n d  Y e m e n . ”  

N o r th  K o r e a ’ s p ur sui t o f  n uc l e a r  w e a p o n s a l so  th r e a te n s 
its neighbors, specifically Japan and the Republic of Korea. 

W h i l e  th e  U S  sup p o r ts “ C h i n a ’ s r i se , ”  th e  r e p o r t h i gh -
l i gh ts th e  r e gi o n a l  te n si o n s c r e a te d  b y  i ts a c ti o n s i n  th e  
S o uth  C h i n a  S e a .

    —Amy McCullough
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