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Flashback

Tufted Lancer

Searching for ways to improve aerody-
namic design, engineers had one side of 
this new Republic P-43 Lancer covered 
with pieces of string. The engineers then 
used movie cameras to record movements 
of the strings during wind tunnel and other 
tests. In this way, they determined the pat-
terns of airflow over different parts of the 
aircraft.


