Here are some of the events that defined l§4_7.

'

The Ve

fn 1947, the US was poised to take on
post-war leadership of the free world, It
was also the year Jackie Robinsan (right
and below) broke the major league
baseball color barrier. Chuck Yeager
broke the sound barrier in a Bell X-1
(shown al right undear the belly of a B-23).
The House Un-American Activities
Commities held hearings on Communist
infivence in Hollywood, drawing a protest
from stars {I=r) June Havoc, Humphrey
Bogart, and Lauren Bacall

.
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Present at the swearing in of

Stuart Symington (left} as the
first Secretary of the Air Force
were (I-r) Army Segglary

of Defense Ja
Forrastal, Chil i
Vinson (ad!

oath), andii¥

Batngiound phole Hulon Gadly

C merge the r

armed forces and create ing the veto'o
o separate Air Force. Truman, enac
President Harry S. Truman Hartley Act resiil
calls it “an admirable union activity, o
A compromise.” defeat for organ
. February 18: Congress of June 30: At the end
' Industrial Organizations 1947, US possesse
' occepts invitation from atomic weapons, he
American Federation of demaobilized and pe
Labor lo discuss a merger, ted its arsenal to dwi
a move that eventually September 18: Federal
| results in the AFL-CIO. government farmally
. February; Blizzard of 1947 establishes the Air For
p ' drops 25.8 inches of snow and the Central Inteli-
\ onNew York City in20 = . gence Agency.
hours. , . Dctobet 20: The House
Aptil 9-23: Congressof . - American Acfivities
aalerns .. Committee begins

hearings on Communi
g Influence in Hollyw
.. Nineteen Hollywood
" personalifies are subpoe-
. 'naed to testify about
28, knowledge of possible
' Communist activities.

{f"" Apil 10; Jackie Robir

= S
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Top fo boltom, fascinaling
figures from 1947
industrialist Henry Ford
{and grandson Henry Ford
i), gangster Al Capone,
author Jack Kerouac,
Indian leader Mohandas
Gandhi, and newlyweads
Elizabeth Windsor and
Philip Mountbalien

Tz WORLD

March 12: President Truman annocunces a program of eco-
nomic and military oid to Greece and Turkey fo fend off
Soviet-backed revolts. US willingness to assist such embattied
nations later becomes known as the Truman Doctrine.

April 1947: Daily German food intake lalls to about 1,000
calories, one-third less than the minimum for sustaining life.
Workers collapse at their jobs for lock of food.

June 5: In a speech at Harvard, Secretary of State George C.
Marshall launches aid program, later to be called the
Marshall Plan, through which US eventually provides a total

of 513 billion to revive Western Europe.

July 1947: George Kennan, in a lamous Foreign Affairs article
written under the pseudonym “X.” proposes o policy of
“containment” toward the Soviet Union.

August 15: India, led by Mohandas Gandhi, and Pakistan gain
independence from Britain. India becomes the world’s
largest democrocy; Pakistan becomes the world's largest

Muslim nation,

Fall 1947: Soviel spy Klous Fuchs begins providing to Soviet
intelligence agent Col. Alexander Feklisov, his case officer, a
theoratical outline for creating a hydrogen bomb, plus initial
drafts for its development at the stage thal then prevailed in

Britain and America.

Movember 29: UN General Assembly votes for partition of
Palestine and preservation of unified Jerusalem under UN
administration. Zionist representatives reluctantly accept, but
Palestine and the Arab nations do not, and war breaks out

within months.

Late December 1947: Time's 1947 Man of the Year is George C.

Marshall.

1947 BIRTHS

January 19: Dolly Parton, singer.

January 31: Nolan Ryan, pitcher, all-
time strikeout leader

Febmuary 4; Dan Quayle, formear US
Vice President

March 19: Glenn Close, actress

March 25: Reginald Dwight (Eiton
Jahn), musicion

April 12: David Letterman, TV talk
show host

April 14; Lew Alcindor (Kaoreem Abdul-

Jabbar), basketball great

June 19: Salman Rushdie. author

July 2: Luci Baines Johnson, Presiden-
tial daughter

July & Q. J. Simpson, football star
defendant of the century

July 30: Amold Schwarzenegger
actor, muscie man

August 14 Danielle Steel, author

September 21: Stephen King. author

Octobear 2&: Hillary Rodham. lawyer
First Lady

Cecember 17: Johnny Banch.
baseball Hall of Famer

December 18: Steven Splelbarg
director/producer

DEATHS

January 25: Al
Capone, gangster,
sulfering from syphilis
and mentally
incopacitated, dies
of o combination of
stroke and pnaumo-
nia at his home on
Paim lsland near
fw'!lﬂl'l'll

April 7: Hanry Ford
automoblle giant

August 21: Sen
Theodore G, "The
Man™ Bilbo of
Mississippi, one of
the twentiath
century’s most
notorious segrega-
tionists

september 20; Fiorello
La Guardia, former
World War | US Air
service pilot, New
York Congressman,
and mayor of Mew
York City
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Secretary of Slate
George C. Marshall

“I'm very much afraid that
we're going to be given a
pair of eyebrow tweezers
with which te hunt ele-
phants. . . . A second-best
defense is only as good as
a second-best poker
hand."—Lt. Gen. lra C,
Eaker, AAF deputy
commander, speaking to
the Wings Club in New
York in early 1947 about
military unpreparedness

“I never could be
drafted."—George C
Marshall, forty-ninth
secretary of State.
definitively ruling out any
possibility that he might
be talked into a 1948
Presidential bid

"In some sort of crude
sense, which no vulgarity,
no humor, no overstate-
ment can quite extinguish,
the physicists have known
sin, and this is a knowl-
edge they cannot lose.”"—
J. Robert Oppenheimer,
leader of the US World War
Il atamic bomb effort,
claiming the Manhattan
Project team membaers felf
both proud of their
scientific achievement
and oppalled by the
destructive force they had
unleashead
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LITLEN O TED SATRIH ESTLIVIE

Term “fly used to describe ¢
state.

Object crashes in the desert on July 2 outside
miilitary is that a flying saucer has crashed, bd
weather balloon.

John D. Rockeleller, Jr., donates land on New Y|
Nations headquarters building.

Ajox cleanser introduced to US consumers.,

Abraham Levitt and his two sons, William and Alfra
for development called Levittown. The Levitts &
able homes in the opening shot of the postwar

Gibson markets first Les Paul electric guitar, whic
for rock musicians.

Col. Willlam Hendricks founds the Marine Corps Reserve
Angeles, collecting some 5,000 toys during a two-week cB

UP Cortes-Bafiman

Happy traiis for “Hap™ Arnold. in retirement at his ranch (above). fn 1847, fang
Uinited MNations headquarters in New York City; groundbreaking (above right)

1947 PASSAGES

Elizabeth Windsor, daughter of King George VI and Queen Elizabe
Philip Mountbatten.

Sugar rationing, initioted af the start of World War Il, comes to a

The last trolley car in New York City refires as diesel buses enter

Jock Kerouac and Neal Cassady take the first of the many cro
provide grist for Kerouac's On the Road, classic novel of the b

Barbara Walker of Memphis, Tenn., Miss America 1947, receives
a swimsuit—the last honoree to do so.

Cuban secret police in Havana arrest Charles “Lucky” Luciano, &
overlord and Mafia murderer, shortly after he leaves his luxurious
residential area.

US Patent Office issues patent on Norden bombsight to inventor Carl L. Norg
after his first application was filed.

AAF designator “P" for “pursuit” was changed to “F" for “flighter.”

Gen. Henry H. “Hap" Amold is retired, living on a 40-acre ranch, “El Rancho
Sonoma, Calil,
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Bedouin shepherd searching for a stray goat in caves on the nm!ﬁwyﬁ
coast of the Dead Sea stumbles upon jors containing ancient

.....Hebrew and Aramaic tex!s. The Dead Sea Scrolls become the mos
sensational archoeclogical find of the century,

Edwin Celbert and a team from the American Muse
History make a spectacular find at Ghast Ranch, b "_'
dozen complete skeletons of Coelophysis, a previol

Triassic dinosaur.

Bell Labs physicists invent the transistor, which will rg
global electronics and communications. Later,

./‘

m of Natural
~—more than a
Sty little-known

physicists William Shockley, John Bardeen, and Walle

Dennis Gabor, a Hungarian anglm whmg in

holography.

Counterclockwise: The Dead

Sea Scrolls ware found in 1947

Radio airs first 30-minute
episodes of “Sky King” (here
portrayed by actor Grant Kirby
with actress Gloria Winters in a
later TV version).
Groundbreaking took place for
Levittown {shown in 1848},
Schoolchildren pledge alle-
giance at a rural school, and a
local newspaper noles a
curious avant in Roswell, N. M.
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Average auto worker in 1997
dollars $20,410 (now $39,540).
Average leacher in 1997 dollars
$19,450 (now $37,850).
President Truman in 1997 dollars A fﬂ; of biue jeans in 1997 dollces
$552,570 (now $200,000). : .
Chairman of General Motors in "““;‘:::* 5‘“';';';‘;?:}";' hation‘in $esddone
ars §1.7 mil w. Lo 770).
;ﬂ’mm $1.7 millioh (Gow 47" Compton’s Encyclopediain 1997 do
Mendser ol 6 s (now 550 on CD-ROM). NiS ' fith high -
; L 'JF'L Washing,machine in 1997 doliars $ L(now 3?!10 0 p
: $380). . Percent of poE
: 1997 dollms ] hé!!ﬁ' over th

|bn tamily

.- dollars $19,700 (no :

57 dollars  + Federal budé. in 1997 dolle .
. P $254 billion (new $1.6 trillion.
@ Bgozen  Federdlbudge! s rplus :
8 On dic dof dotlurs$29 m. :
7 a(;li}:__ 23 (now $8). illion.«
W?dulrss
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SPORTS

MNew York Yankees, led by
Joe DiMaggio, defeat
Brooklyn Dodgers in o
seven-game World Series.
DiMaggio, the “Yankee
Clipper,” olso becomes
American League Most
Valuable Player—nhis third
time to win the award.

Chicogo Cardinals win the
NFL championship,
defealing the Philadelphia
Eagles 28-21.

Jimmy Demaret shools a
seven-under-par 281 to
win the Masters tourna-
ment, defeating both
Byron Nelson and Ben
Hogan.

“Jet Pilot" wins the seventy-
third running of Kentucky
Derby.

Ted Willlams wins Major
League balting fitle with a
343 average.

Mildred “Babe” Didrickson
Zaharias, former Olympic
gold medalist, dominates
women's golf.

Joe Louis outpoints “Jlersey
Joe" Walcott to retain the
heavyweaight boxing fitla.

Notre Dome repeats as
college football national
champion,

Motre Dome quarterback
Johnny Lujaock wins
Heisman Trophy.

Maynard team of
Willlamsport, Pa., defeats
team from Lock Haven,
Pa., 16-7, to win the first
Little League World Series.

Tap to battom: Christian
Dior's “"New Look, " Joe
DiMaggio, Bell Labs’ first
transisior, scene from
*Miracle on 3dth Street,”
and Kentucky Derby winner
“Jet Pilot."

RADIO-TV

For the first time, television
covears the World Series
and, again for the first
time, uses a 2zoom lens.

ABC radio begins alring
twice-weaekly, 30-minute
program, "Sky King.”
featuring " Amernca’s
Favorite Flying Cowboy,”
plus sidekicks Penny and
Clipper

Philco Radio House with
Bing Crosby becomas the
first toped-and-delayed
broadcast of a radio
program

TV show debuts; "Meet the
Press” and "Howdy
Doody.”

MUSIC IN
1947

Mahalio Jockson, 34-year-
old gospel singer, records
“Move On Up a Litte
Higher.” one of the first
gospel songs to sell o
million records

singer Roy Brown records
"zood Rocking Tonight.”
what some consider the
first rock-and-roll song. on
the Deluxe laobel

"smokel Smokel Smokel
({That Cigarette).” re-
corded by Tex Willlams
becomes first millon-seller
for Capitol Records. (A
haavy smoker, Williams
later dies of cancer.)

Decca releqses nina Al
Jolson records. which
include such songs as
“Alexander’s Ragtime
Band” (with Bing Crosby),
“I'm Sitting on Top of the
World,” “For Me and My
Gal.” "Wailting for the
Robert E. Lee,” "By the
Light of the Silvery Moon,”
"Whan the Red, Red
Robin Comes Bob, Bob
Bobbin' Along,” and
"Toot, Toot, Tootsial”

“fip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah” (from
"Song of the South”). by
Allle Wrubel and Ray
Glbert, wins the Acodemy
Award for Best Song.
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CINEMA, ARIS
LETTERS, FASH DN

“Cut of the Past,” one of the greate
nalr, stars Robert Mitchum and Ja
Graer,

Popular films: "The Bishop's Wife.” "Body
and Soul,” "Crossfire.” "Gentleman’s
Agreement,” "Miracle on 34th Street,” and
"Odd Man Qut.”

Movie musicals: "It Hoppened in Brooklyn,”
*The Perils of Pauline,” "Down to Earth,”
and "Song of Love.”

Broodway opening of ~A Streetcar Nomed
Desire.” by Tennessee Willams, directed
by Elia Kazan. Marlon Brando stars as
Stanley Kowalski.

“antleman’s Agreement” wins Academy
Award for Best Picture, Stars Gragory
Pack, director Elic Kozan, producer Darryl
F. Zanuck

Jackson Pollock infroduces abstract
axprassionism

Robert Penn Warren's All the King s Men
wins Pulitzer in fiction category.

Jameas A, Michener's Tales of the South
Pacific is published and wins Pulitzer the
following year.

In the Netherlands, Otto Frank publishes o
book called Het Achterhuls (Secref
Annex), a collection of the writings of his
late daughter, Annelies Maorie Frank, Book
later becomes famous as The Diary of a
Young &irl, by Anne Frank,

Christian Dior opens what becomes
France’s most famous fashion house and
creates an international fashion sensation
with his "Mew Look.” The full-skirted dresses
and cinched walst reflected the return of
waomen to the roles of wife, mother, and
homemaker after the rigors of the war,
According to Dior, he aimed to counter-
act the wartime style in which women
“loocked and dressad like Amozons.”

GETTING THERE

Pan American Airways offers a ficket for a
flight around the warld for $1,700 {(about
$12,000 in 1997 doliars).

Flight from Kansas City, Mo., ta Paris costs
S674 (54.770 In 1997 doliars)

Major US civilian airlines include Northwest,
Braniff, United, American, Eastern, TWA,
Pan American Airways, and Chicago and
Southermm Alr Lines,

Packard autos offer the first power seats
and windows,

Enzo Ferrari of taly produces the first
automobile that bears his nama.

A new Chevrolet retails for 51.220 (58.990 in
1997 dollors).

A gallon of gas cost 23 cents (51.701n 1997
doliars).
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Stars of the stage and
screan (clockwise): Rita
Hayworth and Orson Wells
an route to fitm “The Lady
Fram Shanghai® (com-
pleted in 1847, released in
1948); Greta Garbo (in
hat). who along with the Air
Force celebrated a
Septamber 18 birthday;
and Marlon Brando, Kim
Hunter. and Jessica Tandy
in A Strestcar Named
Desire,” which opened on
Broadway in 1947,

LIFE AT HOME

15.8 milllon households (about 40 per-
cent) lack complete indoor plumbing.

2.3 percent of households are made up
of parsons living alone (today, 25
percent),

55 parcent of householders own their
hormes (today, &4 percent).

22 percent of households are officially
deemed “crowded” or “sevearaly
crowded” (today, seven percent).

Mearly a quarter of all households have
no flush toilet—either public sewer or
saptic tank,

Two-thirds of all households are heated
with kerosene, coal, or wood fuals
(today. 16.5 percent). Only 0.7 percent
of households use electricity for heat-

Ing.

MEN AND WO Ma

Percent of women 25 years and older in the work
(58.7 percent now).

Average age of US women at marriage 20.5 yea

Average age of US men at marriage 23.7 (246.9 na

Percent of adult men (15 and clder) who are mar
nowj.

Percent of odult women who are married 5.8 (56.

Divorces lotal about 483,000 nationwide (about 1.2 million n
of divorce is 3.4 per 1,000 persons (now 4.7).
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ﬁévmnhor!l Air Force makes first successiul launch of
MMMH.%WMGMNIN - =
feel over While Sands Ground, N. M.

fighter.
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INSIDE USAF

Pay charts (see below). In 1947, genarals,
lieutenant generals. and major generals make
58,800 a year. Brigodiers make $5,600 a year,

The Air Force R&D request for 1947 is 5230.5
million. Congress actually appropriated $78.8
million

The AAF restarts the Aviation Cadet program.,
which hod been suspended since the war

AAF strength falls to postwar low of 303,614 on
May 1. Gen. Carl A, "Tooey™ Spaatz says rapid
demobilization has left AAF without a single
squadron immediately capable of combat with
wartime efficiency

Percent of USAF aircraft kept in combat readi-
ness falls to about 18 percent.

At the end of 1947, Strategic Air Command has

319 B-29s5, 230 F-515. and 120 F-805. m

nventory June 30, 1947

€, T PP

. ..
Monthly Officer Base Pay, 1947
18 years 21 years 24 years 27 years 30 years

S733.33  §733.33 573333 573333 $733.23
550.00 550.00 550.00 550.00 550.00
476,67 49500  513.33 531.67 550.00
417.08 433.13 44917 455.21 550.00
357.50 37125 44917 445.21 481.25
357.50 371.25 38500 398.75 412.50
299.00 31050 32200 33350 345.00
260.00 270.00 280.00 290.00 300.00

‘Enlisted Base Pay, 1947

ars 15 years 18 years 21 years 24 years 27 years 30 years

.00 $20625 S21450 §222.75 $231.00 $239.25  $247.50
J00 16875 17550 18225 189.00 19575  202.50
3 dul4] 143.75 14%9.50 155.25 1461.00 164.75 172.50
Bg800 11250 11700 12150 12600 13050 13500
'S8 00 10000 10400 10800 11200 11600  120.00
H 93.75 97.50 10125 10500 10875 11250
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