


Missile crews
stand prepared
with the ultimate
deterrent.

THE WARREN
MISSILEERS

Photographs by Guy Aceto, Art Director

A 5 vigilant as they were at the
herght of the Cold War, a mainte
nance crew (at right) compleles work
an a Minutaman NI LGM-30G migsils,
while 2a Lt. Mike Kleppe (left) and 15t
Lt. Mark McDonald work their shiflt
inside & launch conirol cenler, capable
of launching an intercontinental ballistic
missile .-‘?,-_'.v.-'d.',-
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Though bristling with antannas and
surrounded by fences, most missile
alert facilities appear innocuous and
have a low profile in the surrounding
landscapa. Tha actual launch contral
canter, manned by two afficers, is

located 50 feet to 100 feel under
ground. A support crew is localed
“topsida.” Weather parmitting, the
support and security persannel stay on
site for three days, with capsule crews
changing oul every 24 hours. The
mission comas first, howsavar, and
everyane has anecdoles about much
longer sirelehes of duly.
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Cna of the oldest military installations
in the Air Farce, F. E. Warren AFR
Wyo., began as an Army pos!, Fort

D. A. Russell, on guard in the “high
frantier.” Today, as home of the 30th
Missile Wing and 20th Air Force
headguarters, it guards a good deal
more, in operalting and maintaining 150
Minuteman Il and 50 Peacakeapear
missiles, Spread across parts of throe
slates—Wyorming, Colorado, and
Nebraska—missile lields under F. E
Warren AFB's cantrol caver mara than
12, 600 square miles. On the base, 90th
MW mussileers gather for & morning
pre-departure briefing (left) before
heading out fo their outlying missile
atert facilities. The status of mainte-
nance and other work being done in lhe
wing, classified dalta, and even
information on road conditions for their
long commute ahead are covarad in
this briefing with the attention to delail
rhal missilegrs are known lor

Sometimas the missile alert facilily is
the only siruclure for rmiles around and,
as such, needs lo be sell-sulficient,
Tha siles can seam isolated and
dasolale, so impartant lines of commu-
nicalion include mare than just those
carrying official business. Al lefl, S5gi
Brian Postan, facility managar, checks
the area surraunding a missile alert
facility, including a lelevision satallite
dish
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At tha heart of the missile sysleams are
two people who, for at least 24 hours
ceaunt for avary

Kigppe and Mol might be
lated balow ground in their control

+h, They keep in contac
mand authorities as well

tacting the hardaned
a alert faciiities

as the first maj
mimand, frod,
hions systems smnce the missile’s
Naw sida-by-
uncan

h his supervi
fl. The 5Ps
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A missile can’l just sit untended in ils
silo until it is launched. Like any
weapon, if requires altention. When a
maintenance crew heads oul for the
diztant silos, It mus! take averything iis
members might nead, somealimes
including food and sleeping bags. Al
right, MSgt. Charles Salisbury (on nighl)
shows soma of his nawar froops what
to look for as they check every plece of
eguipment while packing for an
HEE.IEI.I’HT?E(I?.

Ingide the launch tube during a recant
readiness fest, SrA. Dennis Sasser
(telt) works off the “diving board,” as
SrA. Christopher Pierson works from
the “cage,” a platform that allows the
technicians to be ralsed and lowerad
They can thus inspect every inch of
the 53-foot-tall Minuterman I, Safely is
paramount. Tools are atiachad by
cords to the lechnicians, and the crew
is harnessed and wears hard hals for
the job.
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Once at the site, the large maintenance
traller is parked right ever the silo
opeming, both lor convemence and o
provide a shellered envirenment. No
elavatars here: Technicians gat into the
silo by elimbing down a ladder in an
entry tube paraltel to the missile. SrA.
Juston Warkman then lowers fools and
ather aquipmeant to them by hand

¢ Bhuy Asann
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In the mainlenance traller, crow

members have lilled the linal stage
off the missile in ordar to replace a
tested section, At laft, SrA. Sisto M
Ortiz and A1C Shane A Mazur (right)
prepare lo lower the reenlry vehicle
back anto the missile. A winch buiil
inta the maintenance trallar helps
them with this stage of reassembly
All lold, the reassembled missile
waighs 78,000 pounds. Above, the
winch slowly lowers the missile
seclion inta the silo. Fram this
vantage poinl, the need lor salely
cords and harnesses is apparent.

Al bottom left is a missile shroud
Ingide il are up 1O three reenlry
vahiclas. If the Strategic Arms Reduc-
tien Traaty I s fully Implementad
avery Minuteman Il missile will have a
single warhead
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by Guy Acahs

T."?r? ﬁ{b".l’.l'l;? af maintenancea fr?S."II'I_I_',‘ and
fraining continues; Anather missie
crew meeis for the morning “pre-D7 and
praparation for the drive out to the
missile alert facility, At right, Capt
Scotl W. Smuth, from the 320th Missile
Squadron, and his depuly for the day,
fet Lt Chris Paarsan (right), from the
321st M3, check the vehicle they will
be driving out fo the MAF, This is parily
a securily check, bul they will also
make sure avarything thay need far
their shift 15 on the truck, including
emergency supphes m case bad
weather should delay them an route to
tha site
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Al left, a crew member in one of two
fraining sitos at F. E. Warren monilors
the movemen! of 8 Peacekaeper
migsgila’'s gaction info a transpariar-
arecltor-launcher vehicle, Though the
three slages of the huge missile can be
lifted right oul of the silo, facilitating
maintananca, reattaching the sactions
is a slow, exacting process. Practicing
s procedure al a framing silo 15 &
good way to refine these skills.

Tha 20th MW is supported by the 37th
Rescue Flight s UH-1N helicopters
can ,'J'H.-“L'H_I'L‘ ."-:J'.'_I'll'_r g -'.'-..'.'er .'L"JZJ.I\'_'.'IS'L".
maedical assistance, or transporfation
for the missile crews, They also support
the Securily Police during transpoart of

missile components

Such leamwork
helps missilears like Lisutananis
Kleppe and McDaonald (at left) perform
thefir umigue mission of Drl_‘luldlru__',' a
combat-ready ICBM lorce for Amenca’s
defanse. In considering this rola, Col
Robert P. Summers, 30th MW com-
mander, commented, “I've been 1old by
[our-slar generals] overseas, "We
warch what you folks do avary day,
because you are keeping the stabllity
and the peace at a level that allows us
lo deal with this transition . . . of the
world from nondamocratic slates fo
democratic stales.” "m

3



