Here’s a statistical

profile of Americans
who have served in

the armed forces.

VETERA

Compiled by Tamar A. Mehuron, Associate Editor

The population of US
military veterans has been
shrinking for fifteen years.

After peaking in 1980 at
nearly twenty-nine million,
the number has fallen to
about twenty-six million. In
1994, Vietnam War Era
servicemen and -women
became the largest single
veterans group.
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1918

World War Il December 1941 to
September 1945.

Korean War Era June 1950 to
January 1955

Vietnam War Era August 1964 to
May 1975

Post-Vietnam Era May 1975 to
August 1990

Desert Storm Era August 1990 to
1995

Figures for these periods denote those
members having no prior service.

Veterans who served in more than one
wartime period are counted only once.

to December 1941
IP 2 September 1945 to June 1950
IP 3 January 1955 to August 1964

Figures for these periods denote those
members who served only between
these dates.
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I US Veterans 1971-95 I

(thousands)
Interwar Post- Persian
Fiscal World World Korean Periods Vietnam Vietnam Gulf
Year War | War Il War Era 1,2,3 War Era War Era War Era Total

13,713
13,532
13,343
13,147
12,943
12,733
12,451
12,216
11,972
11,841
11,628
11,404
11,171
10,927
10,673
..10,410 ...
10,137 ....

s Veterans by Service Branch s

Percent
The VA attributes to the services Service Number of Total
these percentages of the total  ary 13,518,168 ........... 51.6
veteran population, using data T
from the 1990 US census. The Navy .................... 6,130,332 ............ 23.4
numbers of veterans in this table Air Force ............. 4,060,690 ............ 15.5
are estimates, derived from VA \1aiine Corps...... 2,122,038 .............. 8.1
percentages, and show the likely
composition of the veteran Coast Guard ........... 366,772 .............. 1.4
population in Fiscal 1995. Total ...cccceeerrnnee 26,198,000 .......... 100.0

Emmmmmmmm = Growth of the Retired Force mmmmmmmmmmmn  7oday, more than 1.5 million veter-

ans receive retired pay, reflecting

Veterans Receiving Military Pay, 1971-95 two factors: maintenance of a large,
. standing military during the long
i . Marine Cold War period and creation in 1973
Fiscal Year Air Force Army Navy Corps Total of the All-Volunteer Force, both of
1971 oo 251,331 ......... 297,653......... 230,696 ......... 42,955 .......... 822,635 which stimulated the growth of a
large career enlisted force. The Air
1975 363,701 ......... 354,031......... 272,381 ....... 53,810 ........ 1,043,923 Force has for twenty years had the
1980 452,821 .......... 424,898......... 322,547 .......... 64,259 ........ 1,264,525 largest retired force, reflecting the
1985 .ooovvoee. 501,319 ........ 456,960......... 347,584 ......... 67,904 ........ 1,373,767 fact that more USAF personnel stay
1990 38,622 489,310......... 370,621 3,576.....1472,129  Torafull twenty-year career.
...................... 538, , e 370, veveenene 13,576 ........ 1,472, Source: FY 1994 DoD Statistical Report on the
1995 e 581,873 .......... 536,739......... 402,350 .......... 82,146 ........ 1,603,108 Military Retirement System
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I Federal Spending on Veterans IE————
Department of Veterans Affairs Outlays in Constant 1995 Dollars nousanas)

Vocational General
Medical Compensation, Rehabilitation, Operating
Fiscal Year Programs Pensions Education Construction Expenses Other Total
$7,514,012 $21,541,356 ........ $6,212,927 $978,924 ........ $6,951,656 ...... $43,519,054
................ 8,606,105 ........... 22,034,039 .......... 7,124,354 1,059,202 .......... 7,164,051 ........ 46,388,398
9,092,970 22,053,293 .......... 9,216,253 1,088,441 6,186,887 47,964,210
..9,107,640. .. 20,445,740 .......... 9,858,200.... .. 337,608 ........ 1,063,140 .. . 6,304,927 ........47,117,255
9,859,535 20,915,283 ........ 12,467,110 347,667 ........ 1,242,598 6,164,758 50,996,952
10,265,788 20,892,226 ........ 13,713,431 510,209 ........ 1,239,936 5,560,985 52,182,575
..11,444,918. .. 22,318,603 .......... 9,732,729.... ..573,932 ........ 1,312,906 .. . 5,630,018 ........51,013,106
11,940,954 22,102,095 .......... 7,816,276 584,620 ........ 1,344,519 5,150,416 48,938,880
11,713,810 21,668,056 .......... 5,774,031 534,231 ........ 1,313,539 5,553,632 46,557,299
..11,173,909. .. 20,426,877 .......... 4,345,679.... ..555,443 ........ 1,119,358 .. . 5,263,143 ........ 42,884,408
11,017,801 20,496,085 .......... 3,841,186 685,307 ........ 1,052,234 5,162,345 42,254,957
11,592,932 20,718,616 .......... 2,794,629 711,085 ........ 1,042,115 5,638,103 42,497,480
..12,288,029. .. 20,959,497 .......... 2,575,558.... .. 675,977 ........ 1,058,369 .. . 4,984,283 ........ 42,541,713
12,360,557 20,165,380 .......... 2,070,625 708,314 ........ 1,021,560 5,997,185 42,323,620
13,068,675 19,881,569 .......... 1,649,052 788,462 ........ 1,083,564 5,111,816 41,583,137
..12,994,037. ..19,771,893 .......... 1,495,255 ..... .. 788,649 ........ 1,023,981 .. . 6,406,027 ........ 42,479,843
13,249,714 19,105,403 .......... 1,135,994 790,008 ........ 1,026,134 7,370,420 42,677,672
13,475,021 19,276,330 940,037 851,050 ........ 1,022,877 2,791,376 38,356,690
..13,205,427 . .. 18,446,597 .... .. 724,232.... .. 864,032 ........... 942,005 .. . 2,738,675 ........ 36,920,967
13,505,177 17,110,790 526,850.............. 770,843 ........... 945,329 ... 953,870 33,812,860
13,955,528 17,992,353 ............. 605,677 .............. 680,739 ........... 988,606 .............. 703,802 ........ 34,926,704
..15,006,060 . ..17,686,073 ............. 754,746 .... 694,153 ... . 1,683,091 ........ 36,823,972
15,390,663 17,792,582 ............. 909,743 37,372,785
15,867,702 18,774,162 .......... 1,151,060 38,460,957
16,255,259 17,938,665 .......... 1,107,786 37,769,299
| Medical and
Medical Prosthetic Administration

. Fiscal Year Care Research and Other Total

VA Outl Me.dlgal Progr1a9rg§ 1971 e $7,200,463 $237,590 $7,514,012

ut ays In onstant 8,273,300 ...251,420 ... veeeeeenen. 8,606,105

Dollars nousands) 8,737,864 ...........269,144 ... 85962... 9,092,970

8,759,513 ..............252,193 ............... 95,935 ......... 9,107,640

9,484,319 ...9,859,535

9,914,908 10,265,788

11,072,267 11,444,918

.. 11,566,265 .11,940,954

11,352,860 11,713,810

10,833,439 11,173,909

.. 10,693,499 .11,017,801

11,288,197 11,592,932

11,955,293 12,288,029

.. 11,985,239 .12,360,557

12,656,935 13,068,675

12,662,165 12,994,037

.. 12,917,773 .13,249,714

13,163,416 13,475,021

12,922,708 13,205,427

.. 13,211,182 .18,505,177

13,663,099 13,955,528

14,736,561 15,006,060

.. 15,066,637 .15,390,663

15,544,311 15,867,702

15,933,320 16,255,259
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s Disability Compensation I
VA Outlays in Constant 1995 Dollars (nousands)

Fiscal Year World War | World War Il Korean War Vietham War All Others Total
1971 e $590,992 ......... $6,236,291 ......... $1,297,631 ......... $1,337,158 ............. $808,010 ....... $10,270,082
1972 i, 520,264 ........... 6,031,369 ........... 1,281,826 ........... 1,683,932 ... 796,950 ......... 10,214,340
1973 e, 482,267 ........... 6,199,522 ........... 1,333,830 ........... 1,837,463 ............... 832,536 ......... 10,685,619
1974 i, 402,945 ........... 5,700,428 ........... 1,251,179 ........... 1,828,741 .............. 972,828 ......... 10,156,121
1975 e, 377,493 ........... 5,931,836 ........... 1,313,705 ........... 2,095,999 ........... 1,037,717 ......... 10,756,749
1976 ., 343,834 .......... 5,942,506 ........... 1,332,258 ........... 2,281,304 ........... 1,065,956 ......... 10,965,858
1977 o, 312,669 ........... 6,258,366 ........... 1,425,491 ........... 2,630,972 ........... 1,197,087 ......... 11,824,585
1978 e, 273,792 ........... 6,165,877 ........... 1,417,009 ........... 2,737,924 ........... 1,273,290 ......... 11,867,893
1979 e, 229,954 ........... 5,942,068 ........... 1,387,442 ........... 2,772,439 ........... 1,327,114 ......... 11,659,018
1980 ., 191,957 ........... 5,635,539 ........... 1,327,530 ........... 2,766,561 ........... 1,367,189 ......... 11,288,777
19871 i, 169,308 ........... 5,688,116 ........... 1,348,834 ........... 2,930,950 ........... 1,496,529 ......... 11,633,738
1982, 146,867 ........... 5,741,026 ........... 1,378,751 ........... 3,094,132 ........... 1,619,255 ......... 11,980,031
1983, 126,109 ........... 5,755,130 ........... 1,397,767 ........... 3,244,483 ........... 1,728,178 ......... 12,251,667
1984 ... 99,744 .......... 5,431,238 ........... 1,335,474 ........... 3,195,322 ........... 1,732,982 ......... 11,794,760
1985 . 81,245 ........... 5,279,011 .......... 1,314,832 ........... 3,246,306 ........... 1,791,990 ......... 11,713,385
1986 65,500 ........... 5,129,411 ........... 1,301,977 ........... 3,310,102 ........... 1,844,267 ......... 11,651,257
1987 o 50,917 ... 4,845,347 ........... 1,261,781 ........... 3,318,637 ........... 1,824,816 ......... 11,301,498
1988 . 39,614 ........... 4,795,341 ........... 1,259,968 ........... 3,450,125 ........... 1,884,233 ......... 11,429,281
1989 . 29,348 ........... 4,420,049 ........... 1,211,285 ........... 3,429,653 ........... 1,893,060 ......... 10,983,394
1990 . 21,574 ......... 3,110,868 ........... 1,184,704 ........... 3,484,187 ........... 1,920,313 ............ 9,721,646
1991 e 15,750 ........... 4,017,682 ........... 1,153,978 ........... 3,583,454 ........... 1,984,603 ......... 10,755,468
1992 . 11,226 ........... 3,926,619 ........... 1,142,004 ........... 3,749,937 ........... 2,066,546 ......... 10,896,333
1993 e 8,604 ........... 3,911,018 ........... 1,158,603 ........... 3,777,473 ........... 2,258,052 ......... 11,113,750
1994 e 6,130 ........... 3,635,960 ........... 1,147,869 ........... 4,121,768 ........... 3,556,422 ......... 12,468,148
1995 ., N/A e N/A N/A o N/A o N/A e, N/A

I Disability Pensions I

VA QOutlays in Constant 1995 Dollars nousands)

Fiscal Year World War | World War Il

19771 $2,930,897 ......... $2,089,570 ............. $160,569
2,722,885 2,425,960 195,214
.. 2,298,096 .. 2,613,773 ... ..216,024 ...
1,852,699 2,448,144 220,754
1,574,476 2,583,984 251,350
.. 1,297,959 .. 2,652,288 ... ..280,074 ...
1,293,768 2,925,139 339,344
1,163,170 2,907,867 360,241
.. 3,024,443 ... ..404,135 ...
2,795,273 426,269
2,740,112 460,486
.. 2,673,131 .. ..493,938 ....
2,642,789 525,942
2,538,939 542,944
.. 2,437,508 ... ..548,823 ...
2,392,239 569,076
2,264,468 577,330
.. 2,255,027 ... .611,234 ...
2,098,407 614,133

All Others

Vietham War

Korean War

149,187
161,421
..167,294 ...
179,223
188,559
...210,633 ...
221,194

2,110,211 630,935 243,629
.. 1,969,462 ... ..644,612 ... ...270,569 ...
1,621,310 658,080 292,436
1,552,286 588,152 324,312
.. 1,318,966 ... ..584,008 .... ...383,359 ...
...................... N/A L NFA L NAA
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Total

$5,216,761

5,383,676
5,068,505
4,561,329
4,455,533
4,280,432
4,623,456
4,504,210
4,513,876
4,119,015
3,990,543
3,878,441
3,813,888
3,655,216
3,501,485
3,436,584
3,273,767
3,279,319
3,092,556
3,109,746
2,977,189
2,637,751
2,538,660
2,352,121



I Disabled Veterans I
Those Receiving Compensation for Service-Related Disabilities

Fiscal Year World War | World War Il Korean War Vietnam War All Others Total
1,395,911 ... 2,146,085
1,372,083.........ccuu...... 2,182,209
1,351,425 .......uceuue 2,203,041
1,329,774 ... 2,210,756

..1,308,914 ... . ... 2,220,169
1,288,457 ..o 2,232,213
1,261,159 ... 2,247,315
1,240,788 ..........uu....... 2,258,790
1,217,522 ... 2,266,243
1,193,196 ... 2,273,589
1,167,481 ......cccoonnee.. 2,279,070
1,140,144 ................... 2,274,634
1,110,971 ..ol 228,651 ..ol 587,032......ccccceeee. 318,603 .............. 2,263,335
1,080,364 ................... 225,542 .....ooeevernns 594,938.......cccuveuuee. 334,860 .............. 2,250,782
1,048,976 ................... 222,630 ..cceeerierenns 603,889.......ccueeunee. 352,489 .............. 2,240,277
1,015,380.......ccueeee. 220,155 oo, 612,937 ..o, 366,947 .............. 2,225,289

.................. 981,534 ................... 217,743 ....................623,430.................... 381,702 .............. 2,212,303
.................. 946,767 ................... 214,981 ....................633,068..................... 397,935 .............. 2,198,857
.................. 911,791 .................. 211,804 ....................642,642 .................... 420,681 .............. 2,191,549
.................. 876,359................... 208,517 ....................651,756 .................... 444 186 .............. 2,184,262
.................. 841,148................... 205,384 ....................661,884 .................... 468,091 .............. 2,179,122
.................. 805,212................... 201,961 ....................671,480.................... 500,355 .............. 2,180,936
.................. 768,618 ................... 198,492 ....................682,352 .................... 546,801 .............. 2,197,635
.................. 730,724 ......eeeeeee.. 194,577 ... 693,811 ... 597,869 .............. 2,217,908
.................. 691,942 ................... 190,531 ....................704,785 .................... 647,815 .............. 2,235,675

I Educational Assistance Veterans Enrolled in Federal Programs I

Post—Korean War Post-Vietham War Montgomery Montgomery

Fiscal Veterans Education Veterans Education Gl Bill, Active Gl Bill,

Year Program Program Duty Only Reserve Only Total
............................... 1,584,866 1,584,866
............................... 1,864,158 1,864,158
............................... 2,125,595 2,125,595
............................... 2,358,603 2,358,603

...2,691,566 .... .. 2,691,566
............................... 2,821,514 2,821,514
............................... 1,937,874 ..o O e O e O . 1,937,874
............................... 1,521,840 ..o 37 eieiieeseneeneneeneniees O e O . 1,621,877
............................... 1,278,538 ..o 856 i O e O . 1,278,994
............................... 1,106,889 ..o 1,947 i O . O . 1,108,836
.................................. 948,526 ... 8,324 e O . O .. 956,850
.................................. T77,686 oo 11156 e O e O ... 788,842
.................................. 644,390 ...ooiiiiiiieeeen 29,508 s O O .. 673,898
.................................. 528,468 ..o 38,310 s O O ... BB6,778
.................................. 402,281 .o 48,110 s O O .. 450,391
.................................. 307,637 oo 83,2271 e O . 31,678 . 402,536
.................................. 238,798 ... 76,726 e 180 . 52,459 el 368,113
.................................. 202,769 ..cocovveveiiiieenene. 87,486 e 5,599 L. 72,846 ... 368,700
.................................. 163,912 e 83,787 . 23,830 . 90,584 . 362,113
.................................... 86,225 ... 70,870 e 101,781 . 102,233 . 361,109
.............................................. 0o 56,186 . 143,431 102,323 .. 301,940
.............................................. O i 44,901 . 1940948 . 114269 L. 354,118
.............................................. O i 35,118 0. 246,057 . 110,457 ... 391,632
.............................................. O . 25,529 . 284,108 . 103,061 . 412,698
.............................................. O i 18,347 . 291,958 . 94,900 el 405,205
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| Patients

Veterans Treated in VA Hospitals and Other Medical Facilities

Fiscal VA Other Total Veteran 1,400,000 7
Year Hospitals Care Patients
818,579........... 93,763 ...t 912,342
...846,298........... 97,891 ..ot 944,189
985,351 ........... 96,614 ......... 1,081,965 1,200,000
1974......... 1,043,293........... 97,457 ......... 1,140,750
1975......... 1,113,873........ 106,234 ......... 1,220,107
1976......... 1,178,894 ......... 108,231 ......... 1,287,125
1977......... 1,209,763......... 113,010 ......... 1,322,773 1,000,000 —
1978......... 1,228,755......... 113,409 ......... 1,342,164
1979......... 1,230,252......... 111,909 ......... 1,342,161
1980......... 1,247,516......... 111,753 ......... 1,359,269
1981......... 1,248,502......... 111,754 ... 1,360,256 800,000
1982......... 1,242,544 ......... 115,003 ......... 1,357,547
1983......... 1,280,468......... 120,550 ......... 1,401,018
1984......... 1,290,029......... 121,805 ......... 1,411,834
1985......... 1,305,702......... 129,753 ......... 1,435,455 0 -
1986......... 1,327,728......... 133,795 ......... 1,461,523 Fy 1971 1977 1983 1989 1995
1987......... 1,332,056......... 133,647 ......... 1,465,703 In Fiscal Years 1973-87, the VA counted “one-day” dialysis patients
1988......... 1,086,456 ......... 137,919 ......... 1,224,375 as “inpatients.” Beginning with Fiscal 1988, the VA has categorized
1989........ 1,027,581 ........ 125,062 ....... 1,152,643 ;’;eez;,a;e oatpatisn's. o ;’,’;g’:”,’,ﬂ‘; 1 accounting g:,ﬂ;‘;‘;_se" the
1990.... ...993,058......... 120,068 ......... 1,113,126
951,112......... 120,833 ......... 1,071,945
935,092......... 118,146 ......... 1,053,238
920,311 oo 132,927 ......... 1,053,238 Veterans of Principal US Wars
906,925 ......... 125,025 ......... 1,031,950 Number Percent of
878,506......... 121,722 ......... 1,000,228 War Served Total
Revolutionary War (1775-83) ........... 250,000.............. 0.6
I War of 1812 (1812—-15) ..ccevvvverennen. 286,730 ....cccceuen 0.7
During 216 years, nearly M.e).(ican War (1846—48) .....cccevvvevvnens 78,718 ... 0.2
forty million Americans have Civil War (1861-66) .........cccovvrcueennen 3,713,363 ............... 9.5
worn the nation’s uniform Spanish-American War (1898) ......... 306,760 ......ccc... 0.8
during war. Most served World War | (1917-18) ...ovverree.n. 4,743,826............. 12.1
during four wars of the
twentieth century—the two World War Il (1941-45) .............. 14,903,213 ............. 38.0
World Wars, Korea, and Korean War (1950-53) ....c.cccoeeeennen 5,764,143 ............. 14.7
_ Vietnam. These four con- Vietnam War (1964-73)................... 8,744,000............. 22.3
flicts produced eighty-seven .
percent of all wartime Persian Gulf War (1991) .......ccccceeeee. 467,539 ....ccoeenn 1.2

veterans. Total (1775-1991)

IS Casualties |

Wartime Dead and Wounded, 1775-1991

Battle Other  Wounds Known  pore than a million US service-
War Deaths Deaths Not Mortal Casualties men and -women did not
Revolutionary War (1775-83) .......ccccocvvueneeee. 4,435 ....... unknown lsj‘g""’e to becotme “vzterins. ”
government records show
War of 1812 (1812—=15) .ccceeveeieeeeeee e unknown that at least 1,136,892 Ameri-
Mexican War (1846-48) .. weeeenees 11,650 . cans died in wartime. Another
Civil War (1861=66) ....vverveerreerreeereeerseennes 214,938 ..., 283,394 1,430,290 suffered “wounds not

Spanish-American War (1898) .......ccccveevveeenns 385...cceee 2,061
World War | (1917-18) ....
World War Il (1941-45) ..cccovvreieene.
Korean War (1950-53) ....ccccccvveeveeresnenennnns
Vietnam War (1964-73)...
Persian Gulf War (1991) ...cccveeviiiieeee e

Total Known Casualties (1775-1991)... 650,563......... 486,329
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mortal.” A significant number
of the dead and wounded fell
during the Civil War.
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mmm Where Veterans Live mEE

Percent of
State
Location Number Population
Alabama........ccooeeeeenn.
Alaska ...ccccceeeeciiiieneeens
Arizona ......ccccceveeveeennne

Arkansas ....
California .....cccoeeueeee
Colorado .....ccccceevueennen.
Connecticut
Delaware. .......ccccceeeneen.
D.C.
Florida ....
Georgia ..ccooeevveeneeennnn.
Hawaii ..ccooeveveeeiieeeies

Maryland .........ccocueeennee
Massachusetts ...
Michigan......ccccceveeene
Minnesota ..........ccc.....
Mississippi ....
MiSSOUN ...oeeeriiieiieenee

Montana ........cccoeceeeenns
Nebraska.... .
Nevada .......cccoeeeviiveeennns
New Hampshire ..........
New Jersey .. 740,665 ....
New Mexico 171,925
New York ......cccoeueee. 1,537,767

North Carolina.... ..710,682 ...

.. 349,700 ....
370,803
Pennsylvania............ 1,363,207
Rhode Island ... ..109,137 ...
South Carolina
South Dakota ................ 74,034
Tennessee

Vermont .
Virginia ....cocceeeveeeiineenn.
Washington.................
West Virginia ...
Wisconsin .......ccccoceeee.

WYoming .....cocceeeeveeeennne

Total US ... ...26,067,159 ....
US Possessions/

Foreign .....cccoeeieeeeinn. 130,841
Total .. 26,198,000
50

The number of female
veterans has grown
steadily over the past
twenty-five years,
surpassing the one
million mark in 1976.
Still, the female
proportion of the
veteran population
increased by only
about one percentage
point during this
period, rising from 3.5
percent in 1971 to 4.6
percent in 1995.

Male and Female Veterans

Fiscal Year Male Female
1971 e 26,558,800.............. 964,200
1972 26,988,000.............. 968,000
1973 27,154,000.............. 971,000
1974 ... 27,240,900.............. 977,100
1975 27,295,100.............. 985,900
1976..cccueneee. 27,403,300........... 1,001,700
1977 e 27,495,600........... 1,030,400
1978 27,489,000........... 1,057,000
1979 .. 27,517,000........... 1,088,000
1980....ccn....e. 27,528,700........... 1,111,300
1981 ... 27,515,800........... 1,003,200
1982......c.....e. 27,416,400........... 1,015,600
1983...cccneee. 27,290,500........... 1,025,500
1984............... 27,170,400........... 1,036,600
1985......cneee. 27,027,600........... 1,047,400
1986......c........ 26,886,900........... 1,059,100
1987 o 26,733,600........... 1,069,400
1988......c......e. 26,568,600........... 1,081,400
1989...ccneee. 26,402,600........... 1,094,400
1990......c........ 26,221,600........... 1,098,400
1991 ... 26,011,700........... 1,140,300
1992......c...e. 25,820,300........... 1,159,700
1993....ceee. 25,608,900........... 1,180,100
1994 ............... 25,311,486........... 1,191,514
1995......c.eee. 24,993,691........... 1,204,309

I = Race and Ethnicity ceceny IS
Race and 1979 1986 1992 1992
Ethnic Group Veteran Veteran Veteran US Adult
WHhite ...oooiiiecieeiee 91.3 s 86.4 . 85.3 .o 77.2
BlacK......cocveeriinenenncninens 7.5 e 8.0 i 8.2 i 10.9
HiSPanicC ....cceevviiieieeees = e 41, 3.9 8.3
Other ..o 1.2 1.5 e 2.6 i 3.6

Hispanic ..
Other .o

The year 1992 is the most recent for which federal data are avail-
able. Estimates are based on the 1990 US census. Projections
show the white veteran population has declined in relative terms,
while the minority veteran population has increased. However, the
proportion of whites in the total veteran population still exceeds
that found in the total US population.
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I Age of Veterans I

Percent of
Age Range Number Total 4,000,000 )
1719 oo, 605 ............. 0.002 ©
20-24 ... 250,390 ............... 0.96 3,500,000+ $ EI
25-29 . 878,202 ............... 3.35 3 2
30-34 ... 1,270,612 ............... 4.85 3,000,000+
35-39 ............ 1,578,151 ....cceeee. 6.02 ®
4044 ........... 1,958,854 ............... 7.48 @ 2,500,000+ <
45-49 ........... 3,519,554 ............. 13.43 § hi
50-54 ............ 2,632,516 ............. 10.05 5 2,000,000 %I ~
55-59 ............ 2,347,665 ............... 8.96 g 3 9
60—-64 ............ 2,880,107 ............. 10.99 g 1,500,000 8'
65-69 ............ 3,089,232 ............. 1179 < &
70-74 ............ 3,054,338 ............. 11.66 1,000,000 & gf
75-79 ..ccuu. 1,770,507 ....ouveeeeee. 6.76 < S
80-84 ..ooean 606,918 ............... 2.32 500,000 o E 5:3
85+ e 229,500 ... 0.88 O .
Not in US ......... 130,841 oo — jasns & & & B 8 8 &5 & B B B B B .

Fewer than four out of every ten national law- |

makers have served in the armed forces. Overall, H
the 104th Congress, elected in 1994, has less Veterans in Congress (percent)
military or combat experience than its predeces- 103d 104th
sor, though m.embers of the_freshman class.have Member Category Congress Congress
more experience than their counterparts in the

previous Congress. All members with combat experience..................... 10.3 e 9.2
All members with military experience .................... 44.3 39.3
Source: AFA’s National Defense Issues Department Freshmen members with military experience ....... 18.5 i 21.7

[ | Educational Attainment of Veterans [

Percent of Percent of
Level US Veterans US Adults

Did not acquire a high school general education diploma................
High school diploma, but no further formal education .........

High school diploma, some college training, no degree
College undergraduate degree, graduate degree, or higher............ 20.8 i 20.3

|
Employment for Veterans

Income Level of Veterans

Percent of Percent of

Percent of Percent of Income level US Veterans US Adults
Employment status US Veterans  US Adults $10,000 OF 168§ ...covvvrmnnrree. 1.2 s 14.6
Working—full-time employment............c.......... 49.9 i, 50.6 $10,001 to $20,000 ............ 20.9 . 18.3
Working—part-time employment .........c.cccceeee 4.9 10.7 $20,001 to $30,000 ............ 19.8 .o 15.9
Working—other type of employment................. [ 7% [P N/A $30,001 to $40,000 ............ 15.9 e 13.5
Not working—Ilooking for employment .............. 4.7 e 4.9 $40,001 to $50,000 ............ 10.9 .. 10.6
Not working—retired, disabled, other ............. 374 .. 33.7 More than $50,000 ............. 21.3 ... 271

Figures on these three charts are for 1992 and are drawn from the VA’s most recent “National Survey of Veterans.”
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