Flashback

Stardusters

Shortly affer its birth at the end of the
Korean War, USAF's 3600th Aerial
Demonstration Flight was dubbed
“Stardusters.” The name, 55gt. Fred
Cesena's eniry in a contest at Luke
AFB, Ariz., was short-lived. Within a
month of the team’s lirst official per-
formance—June 16, 1853, in honor of
USAF Chief of Staff Gen. Hoyt 5. Van-
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denberg's impending retirement—the
name was changed to the now-famillar
“Thunderbirds.” The Stardusters are
shown with General Vandenberg at
Williams AFB, Ariz.: {counterclockwise,
from left) Capt. Buck Pattillo, Maj.
Dick Catledge, Capt. Bob McCormick
(alternate), Capt. Bob Kanaga, and
Capt. Bill Pattillo (Buck’s twin).
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