AEROSPACE WORLD SPECIAL:

The Defense Budget

he Department of Defense funding re-

quest sent to Congress in January
seeks $303.3 billion in budget authority
for FY '88 and $323.3 billion in FY '89. This
is the first time the Pentagon has present-
ed its budget on a biennial basis, a
change directed by Congress. Two-year

budgeting is expected to increase sta-
bility, allow better planning, and achieve a
degree of coordination and balance
among requirements, strategies, and re-
sources. The following charts examine
various aspects of the FY '88—88 DoD bud-
get request in historical perspective.
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Budgetese

Federal budget totals can be
expressed in various ways, but
the two used most often are
budget authority and outlays.
Budget authority is the value of
new obligations the govern-
ment is authorized to incur
Outlays are actual expendi-
tures.

When funding is described in
“constant™ or “real” dollars, the
value has been adjusted for in-
flation in order to make direct
comparison between budget
years possible. A specific
year—often the present one—is
chosen as a baseline for “con-
stant” dollars. When funding s
described in “then-year” or
“current” dollars, no adjust-
menl has laken place. The total
given is the actual amount
spent, budgeted, or forecast.
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