Letters

McCain Wants it All

| have a comment on Adam J He-
bert’s April editorial “An Air Force at
War on the Home Front” [p.4]. While the
A-10 aircraft are stationed at a base in
Arizona, McCain’s home state, they are
not stationed at Luke AFB, but rather at
Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson. Luke
AFB, near Phoenix, is home to F-35A
aircraft and will eventually have 144
F-35aircraft. So, Senator McCainwants
a win-win outcome, both A-10 and F-35

infrastructure to remain in Arizona.
Kirk R. Warburton
Kirkland, Wash.

Bull’s Eye

Kudos in a big way to Sam McGowan
for his in-depth article about the C-130
and the Commando Vault missions inthe
April 2016 edition of your fine magazine
[‘Herculean Ordnance,” p.58].

| was a loadmaster assigned first to
the 29th TAS and then the 774th TAS at
ClarkAB from January 1970 until August
of 1971.  was one of several loads who

became qualified to drop BLU-82 bombs
during our rotations to Cam Ranh Bay.
| still have the nose cone from my first
bomb drop.

Mr. McGowan'’s story is absolutely spot
on from my own recollections. Thank
you for bringing up that small part of
what loadmasters, many of us just 19
and 20 years old at the time, did back
then. Keep up the good work.

Bill Carroll,
USAFR (Ret.)
Chicopee, Mass.

Don’t Be So Sure

“We’re not going to turn the employ-
ment of weapons over to a machine. ...
It ain’t going to happen.” With all due
respect to the Mitchell Institute Dean,
Lt. Gen. (Ret.) [David] Deptula, these
comments strike me as somewhat near-
sighted [“Rise of the Machines,” April,
p. 28].

First of all, we already have certain
classes of autonomous capability—
missile defense systems in automatic

letters@afa.org

mode are a good example today. More
importantly, most Air Force Magazine
readers willrecognize one inconvenient
truth: Those who say something will
never happen are more often wrong
and those who believe something is
possible are more often proven right. In
the case of lethal autonomous machines
(LAMs) one can easily imagine myriad
scenarios where this capability will not
only be advantageous, butnecessary—
as Mathewson implied. For example,
consider the idea of attack zones and
how planners mightinvert their thinking
about using LAMs. The LAM (my new
term)would require “inside the box think-
ing”—meaning: No killing outside the
box, raise hell inside the box! The future
of LAMs is upon us and the sooner we
stop worrying about it and begin learn-
ing how to exploit it, the more likely we
are to win the next complex fight. Our
adversaries understand this!
Col. W. Michael Guillot,
USAF (Ret.)
Montgomery, Ala.

LESS IS MORE

There's never been a better time to plan some
downtime. Make the most of your next trip with
exclusive offers and benefits, including:

«
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$25 off a weekly rental
Use coupon # MUGAO045

Plus up to 25% off using I'|
AWD # D453800

For reservations and additional savings,
visit avis.com/afa or call 1-800-331-1212.

Terms & conditions apply. More information can be found at avis.com/afa
©2016 Avis Rent A Car System, LLC
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Senior Staff Changes

RETIREMENTS: Lt. Gen. Gregory A. Biscone, Brig. Gen. Ronald L. Huntley.

CONFIRMATIONS: To be Brigadier General: Bradley C. Saltzman, Andrea D. Tullos, Craig
D. Wills.

To be ANG Lieutenant General: Leon S. Rice.

To be ANG Major General: Gregory S. Champagne.

To be ANG Brigadier General: Tamhra L. Hutchins-Frye, James J. Keefe, Andrew E. Salas,
Daniel J. Swain.

NOMINATIONS: To be Lieutenant General: Kenneth S. Wilsbach.
To be Major General: Jon T. Thomas.
To be Brigadier General: Brook J. Leonard.

CHANGES: Brig. Gen. Dieter E. Bareihs, from Sr. Defense Official & Defense Attaché, UK,
DIA, London, to Dir., Plans, Prgms., & Analyses, USAFE-AFAFRICA, Ramstein AB, Germany
... Lt. Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., from Cmdr., AFCENT, ACC, Southwest Asia, to Dep. Cmdr.,
CENTCOM, MacDill AFB, Fla. ... Brig. Gen. Mark D. Camerer, from Dir., Plans, Prgms., & Anal-
yses, USAFE-AFAFRICA, Ramstein AB, Germany, to Dir., Log., AFRICOM, Stuttgart, Germany
... Brig. Gen. Stephen L. Davis, from Principal Asst. Dep. Administrator for Mil. Applications,
Natl. Nuclear Security Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C., to Dir., Man-
power, Orgn., & Resources, DCS, Manpower, Personnel, & Srvcs., USAF, Washington, D.C. ...
Maj. Gen. (sel.) Albert M. Elton I, from Dep. Commanding General, Jt. SOCOM, USSOCOM,
Fort Bragg, N.C., to Dep, Dir., for Spec. Ops., Counterterrorism, Jt. Staff, Pentagon ... Brig.
Gen. (sel.) Chad P. Franks, from Sr. Exec. Officer to the Vice C/S, USAF, Pentagon, to Vice
Cmdr., 14th AF, AFSPC, Vandenberg AFB, Calif. ... Brig. Gen. Steven D. Garland, from Vice
Cmdr., 14th AF, AFSPC, Vandenberg AFB, Calif., to Cmdr., Jeanne M. Holm Center for Officer
Accessions & Citizen Dev., AU, AETC, Maxwell AFB, Ala. ... Maj. Gen. Peter E. Gersten, from
Cmdr., 9th Air Expeditionary Task Force Levant, ACC, Southwest Asia, to Dep. Asst. Secy.

for Prgms., Office of the Asst. SECAF for Financial Mgmt. & Comptroller, OSAF, Pentagon

... Gen. David L. Goldfein, from Vice C/S, USAF, Pentagon, to C/S USAF, Pentagon ... Maj.
Gen. (sel.) Robert D. Labrutta, from Cmdr., 502nd ABW, AETC, JBSA-Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, to Cmdr., 2nd AF, AETC, Keesler AFB, Miss. ... Brig. Gen. (sel.) Lance K. Landrum,
from, Dir., AF Colonel Mgmt. Office, USAF, Pentagon, to Cmdr., 31st FW, USAFE-AFAFRICA,
Aviano AB, ltaly ... Maj. Gen. Gregory J. Lengyel, from Cmdr., SOCOM Europe, Stuttgart-
Vaihingen, Germany, to Dep. Commanding General, Jt. SOCOM, USSOCOM, Fort Bragg,
N.C. ... Brig. Gen. (sel.) Brook J. Leonard, from Sr. Mil. Asst. to SECAF, OSAF, Pentagon, to
Cmdr., 56th FW, AETC, Luke AFB, Ariz. ... Brig. Gen. (sel) Michael J. Lutton, from Cmdr., 91st
MW, AFGSC, Minot AFB, N.D., to Principal Asst. Dep. Administrator for Mil. Applications, Natl.
Nuclear Security Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C. ... Brig. Gen. Paul
D. Nelson, from Dir., Intel., EUCOM, Stuttgart-Vaihingen, Germany, to Dir., Intel. Div., NATO
Mil. Committee, Brussels, Belgium ... Brig. Gen. Scott L. Pleus, from Cmdr., 56th FW, AETC,
Luke AFB, Ariz., to Dir., F-35 Integration Office, Office of the C/S, USAF, Pentagon ... Brig.
Gen. (sel.) Heather L. Pringle, from Exec. Officer to the C/S, USAF, Pentagon, to Cmdr., 502nd
ABW, AETC, JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, Texas ... Gen. Lori J. Robinson, from Cmdr., PACAF,
JB Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, to Cmdr., NORTHCOM, Peterson AFB, Colo. ... Brig. Gen.
Kirk W. Smith, from Dir., Plans, Rgmts., & Prgms., SOCOM, Hurlburt Field, Fla., to Dir., Force
Mgmt. & Dev., USSOCOM, MacDill AFB, Fla. ... Maj. Gen. (sel.) Barre R. Seguin, from Cmdr.,
31st, FW, USAFE-AFAFRICA, Aviano AB, Italy, to Dir., Strategy, Plans, & Prgms., AFRICOM,
Stuttgart-Mohringen, Germany ... Brig. Gen. William P. West, from Dep. Cmdr., Combined Jt.
Task Force-Horn of Africa, AFRICOM, Camp Lemonnier, Africa, to Dep. Dir., Ops., AFRICOM,
Stuttgart, Germany ... Lt. Gen. (sel.) Kenneth S. Wilsbach, from Dir., Ops., CENTCOM, Mac-
Dill AFB, Fla., to Cmdr., 11th AF, JB EImendorf-Richardson, Alaska.
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Change of Address/Email

In an effort to stay connected with AFA
and your local chapter, please remember
to update your mailing address and email
address.

Change of address requires four weeks’
notice. Please mail your magazine label
and first and last name to the Membership
Department at 1501 Lee Highway, Arlington,
VA 22209-1198.

You may also update your contact informa-
tion under the Members Only area of our
website at www.afa.org, by calling our
Membership Department at 1-800-727-3337,
or emailing membership@afa.org.

IAFA’s Mission

Our mission is to promote a dominant United
States Air Force and a strong national de-
fense and to honor airmen and our Air Force
heritage. To accomplish this, we:

Educate the public on the critical need for un-
matched aerospace power and a technically
superior workforce to ensure US national
security.

Advocate for aerospace power and STEM
education.

Support the Total Air Force family and pro-
mote aerospace education.



