
screenshot

A USAF F-22, French air force Rafale, and a 
British RAF Typhoon fl y in formation during 
an exercise at JB Langley-Eustice, Va., in early 
December. The exercise simulated a highly 
contested, degraded, and operationally limited 
environment such as in a confl ict with advanced 
nations like Russia and China, so US and partner 
nation pilots and ground personnel could test 
their readiness.

12.07.2015

Air Force World

Combat, Special Ops Roles Opened to Women
The Pentagon will open all military jobs to women, Defense 

Secretary Ashton B. Carter announced Dec. 3.
“To succeed in our mission of national defense, we cannot 

afford to cut ourselves off from half the country’s talents and 
skills,” Carter said in a press conference at the Pentagon. 
“We have to take full advantage of every individual who can 
meet our standards.”

The policy excluding women from combat roles was re-
scinded by then-Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta in 2013, 
who directed that all positions be opened to women by Jan. 
1, 2016. However, the Secretaries of the Air Force, Army, 

and Navy, and the commander of US Special Operations 
Command were given three years to request exceptions.

Carter said about 10 percent of military jobs are still 
closed to women. The Marine Corps asked to keep some 
jobs closed, but Carter said he chose to make a decision 
that applies across the joint force.

Air Force Expands Base Security
The Air Force has implemented a series of new steps to im-

prove base security following an order from Defense Secretary 
Ashton B. Carter to improve the safety of military facilities after 
the July shooting at a recruiting center in Chattanooga, Tenn.
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By Brian W. Everstine, Pentagon Editor

Air Force Secretary Deborah Lee James said the service 
has increased the number of armed security forces on bases 
through multiple programs, has expanded force protection 
measures at off-installation facilities, and is working on a 
long-term mass notification system, according to a Dec. 
3 release.

Air Force Concerned by LRS-B Leaks
The Air Force is unhappy about information published 

about the Long-Range Strike Bomber program when Boe-
ing protested the contract award to Northrop Grumman in 
October.

“We did have a concern about end data that should not have 
been released,” Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III said at 
an Atlantic Council event in Washington, D.C., Dec. 1. “It was 
made known to the press in some way, shape, or form and I 
think it’s our duty to try and keep the process as pure as we can. 
And so that’s why the Air Force highlighted that as an issue.”

Welsh was referring to a Forbes magazine article claiming 
that both LRS-B competitors bid about half of what USAF 
thought the LRS-B would actually cost. William A. LaPlante, 
then USAF acquisition chief, labored to tell the press that USAF 
was required by law to factor in historical bomber costs when 
making LRS-B estimates.
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He’s Not Looking So Good: USAF and Polish aeromedi-
cal evacuation personnel discuss the proper treatment of a 
simulated patient at Ramstein AB, Germany, Dec. 3. USAF 
specialists showcased their skills for the Polish medical offi-
cals to familiarize them with Air Force aeromedical evacuation 
techniques.

S t u d y :  Air  Ev ac u at io n Co u l d  W o r s en T B I
An Air Force-funded study conducted by the University 

of Maryland School of Medicine found that immediately 
evacuating patients by air to hospitals outside of the battle 
zone could cause “more damage to already injured brains,” 
according to a Nov. 30 summary of the study.

“This research shows that exposure to reduced barometric 
pressure, as occurs on military planes used for evacuation, 
substantially worsens neurological function and increases 

brain cell loss after ... [traumatic brain injury]—even when 
levels are kept in the normal range,” said lead researcher 
Alan I. Faden, a Maryland professor specializing in trauma.

He said that the study, published in the Journal of Neu-
rotrauma, “suggests that we need to carefully re-evaluate 
the cost-benefit of air transport in the first days after injury.”

H o l l o m an F- 1 6  Cr as h es ,  P il o t  Ej ec t s  S af el y
An F-16C from Holloman AFB, N.M., crashed during a 

training sortie over the White Sands Missile Range in No-
vember, officials announced.

The pilot successfully ejected before the jet impacted rugged 
terrain approximately 70 miles northwest of the base, near 
the city of Truth or Consequences, N.M. The 314th Fighter 
Squadron pilot was rescued in “good condition” and taken to a 
local medical facility for evaluation after the Nov. 25 incident, 
according to an Air Education and Training Command update.

The 314th FS stood up as Holloman’s second F-16 training 
squadron, relocating from Luke AFB, Ariz., to make room for 
F-35 training there in July. Holloman’s F-16 training squadrons 
report to the 56th Fighter Wing at Luke.

Loss of the aircraft is pegged at $25 million and officials 
are convening an official investigation to determine the cause 
of the crash, according to the news release.

P r o t ec t ing L RS - B
O v e r t h e  ne x t  f e w  m o nt h s ,  t h e  A i r F o rc e  ne e d s  t o  

“figure out how to live with” significantly less funding in 
Fiscal 2017, while still looking to protect its major pro -
curement programs—the Long-Range Strike Bomber, 
the KC-46 tanker, and the F-35, Air Force Secretary 
Deborah Lee James said. 

Although budgeters are happy the bipartisan budget 
deal provides some relief for the next two years, the 
Pentagon as a whole faces a $17 billion cut in 2017, 
James said. Still, USAF is committed to buying the top 
number in the range of 80 to 100 LRS-Bs the service 
has repeatedly said is required. 

“The number is 100,” James said during a Dec. 2 
speech at the National Press Club at Washington, D.C. 

The Air Force announced Northrop Grumman won 
the contract to produce the LRS-B fleet in late October, 
with a target cost of about $550 million per aircraft and 
an initial operational capability goal of the mid-2020s.

U
S

A
F

 p
h

o
to

 b
y 

S
S

g
t.

 A
rm

a
n

d
o

 A
. 

S
ch

w
ie

r-
M

o
ra

le
s

AIR FORCE Magazine / January 20161 4



S t ic k er  S h o c k  S h o u l d n’ t  Fac t o r  in N u m b er  o f  L RS - B s
Congress must not let budgetary concerns stand in the way 

of an adequate Long-Range Strike Bomber fleet, members 
of Congress said Nov. 17 on Capitol Hill.

“We have to stand firm with the numbers that the academ-
ics are telling us they need, the Pentagon is telling us they 
need, and, actually, the White House agrees that we need,” 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) said at the release of a Mitchell 
Institute report on the LRS-B.

Retired Lt. Gen. David A. Deptula, dean of AFA’s Mitchell 
Institute, said the requirement for the B-2 fleet began at 132 
and was gradually whittled down to just 20 aircraft. “We can’t 
afford to let that happen again” with the LRS-B, he said.

Rep. J. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) said the LRS-B program is 
at a critical phase, and Congress “can’t allow sticker shock 
to set in.”

Op en Mis s io n S y s t em s  f o r  F- 2 2  and  F- 3 5
Lockheed Martin is eyeing Open Mission Systems ca-

pability for the F-22 and F-35 and could begin fielding it in 
the next five to 10 years, company F-35 Program Manager 
Jeff Babione said in an interview with Air Force Magazine.

OMS will allow upgrades to be installed on the fifth genera-
tion jets without the need to change out large elements of 
internal hardware or cut into their stealthy skins, while also 
offering an opportunity for contractors with the lowest-cost, 
best solution improvements to compete for the work.

Both jets were designed in an era when hardware and 
software were heavily intertwined, and on the F-22 espe-
cially, different elements of the system had to be “federated” 
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A L it t l e t o  t h e Righ t
R e t i ri ng  t h e  A - 10 W art h o g  at t ac k  j e t  w i l l  h av e  t o  h ap -

p e n,  b ut  p e rh ap s  no t  as  f as t  as  t h e  A i r F o rc e  w ant e d ,  
A i r C o m b at  C o m m and  c h i e f  G e n.  H e rb e rt  J.  “ H aw k ”  
C arl i s l e  s ai d  N o v .  9 .  

S p e ak i ng  w i t h  d e f e ns e  re p o rt e rs  i n W as h i ng t o n,  
D . C . ,  C arl i s l e  s ai d  h e ’ l l  us e  t h e  A - 10 as  l o ng  as  i t ’ s  i n 
t h e  i nv e nt o ry— h e nc e  t h e  d e p l o ym e nt  t o  I nc i rl i k  A B ,  
Turkey, for the anti-ISIS fight—but delays in getting 
t h e  F - 3 5  m ay c aus e  t h e  A i r F o rc e  t o  h o l d  o nt o  t h e  
A - 10s  a l i t t l e  l o ng e r.  

T h e  “ m aj o ri t y”  o f  A - 10 re t i re m e nt s  w o ul d  m o v e  “ t w o  
t o  t h re e  ye ars  t o  t h e  ri g h t , ”  b ut  U S A F  w o ul d  w ant  t o  
d o  s o m e  re t i re m e nt s  “ e arl y, ”  as  no w  p l anne d ,  b e c aus e  
t h e  s e rv i c e  w ant s  t o  re t ai n t h e  F - 16s  c o m i ng  o ut  o f  
H i l l  A F B ,  U t ah ,  t o  m ak e  ro o m  f o r t h e  F - 3 5 .  S o m e  A - 10 
uni t s  w o ul d  h av e  t o  g o  t o  f re e  up  ro o m  f o r t h o s e  F - 16s .  

Carlisle told reporters afterward that finding sufficient 
m ai nt ai ne rs  f o r t h e  F - 3 5  re m ai ns  a “ c ri t i c al  p ro b l e m . ”  
U S A F  h as  l o o k e d  at  “ c o nt rac t  m ai nt e nanc e ”  as  a w ay 
t o  ad d re s s  “ s o m e ”  o f  t h e  i s s ue ,  as  w e l l  as  w ays  t o  
i m p ro v e  re t e nt i o n,  b ut  t h e re  are  “ ad d i t i v e  s q uad ro ns ”  
with the F-35 buy that could lead to a maintainer deficit .  

Down Under, Up Over: Australian Army Cpl. Teome Matamua 
and Sgt. Phillip McIllvaney watch a bundle of supplies drop 
from a C-130 to the Pacific island of Mogmog in the Marianas 
during Operation Christmas. Australian and Japanese airmen 
joined USAF airmen for the first time supporting the mission 
dropping critical supplies to the region. Operation Christmas is 
in its 64th year.
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Cas u al t ies
B y D e c e m b e r 17 ,  a t o t al  o f  15  A m e ri c ans  h ad  d i e d  i n 

O p e rat i o n F re e d o m ’ s  S e nt i ne l  i n A f g h ani s t an,  and  a t o t al  
o f  11 A m e ri c ans  h ad  d i e d  i n O p e rat i o n I nh e re nt  R e s o l v e  i n 
I raq  and  S yri a.

T h e  t o t al  i nc l ud e s  25  t ro o p s  and  o ne  D e p art m e nt  o f  D e -
f e ns e  c i v i l i an.  

There have been five troops wounded in action during 
O I R  and  68  t ro o p s  i n O F S .

P il o t s  Aw ar d ed  Mac k ay  T r o p h y  f o r  S inj ar  Fl igh t
Two F-16 pilots who flew an eight-hour night operation to 

b re ak  an I S I S  as s aul t  o n t e ns  o f  t h o us and s  o f  s t rand e d  Y az i d i  
c i v i l i ans  i n A ug us t  2014  h av e  m ad e  t h e  “ m o s t  m e ri t o ri o us ”  
flight of that year.

T h e  p i l o t s ,  C ap t .  G re g o ry R .  B al z h i s e r and  C ap t .  D av i d  A .  
Kroontje, were awarded the Mackay Trophy for 2014 on Dec. 
3  b y t h e  N at i o nal  A e ro naut i c  A s s o c i at i o n d uri ng  a c e re m o ny 
i n A rl i ng t o n,  V a.

Both deployed with the 13th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron 
from Misawa AB, Japan, and made up Ironhand Flight 41. 
They were called on to provide air support to protect 40,000 
Yazidi civilians trapped on Mount Sinjar.

They flew four attacks during the mission, killing ISIS fight -
e rs  and  d e s t ro yi ng  I S I S  b l o c k ad e s ,  arm o re d  v e h i c l e s ,  and  an 

o b s e rv at i o n p o s t .  T h e  at t ac k s  h e l p e d  P e s h m e rg a f o rc e s  t h e  
next day set up a safe egress corridor from Mount Sinjar.

H u m an Er r o r  B l am ed  f o r  D ead l y  H o s p it al  At t ac k
 T h e  ai r s t ri k e  t h at  d e s t ro ye d  a D o c t o rs  W i t h o ut  B o rd e rs  

hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, in October was a “tragic 
b ut  av o i d ab l e  ac c i d e nt  c aus e d  p ri m ari l y b y h um an e rro r, ”  
Army Gen. John F. Campbell, commander of US forces 
i n A f g h ani s t an,  t o l d  re p o rt e rs  o n N o v .  25 .  

The US investigation into the strike found that human 
e rro r,  c o m p o und e d  b y s ys t e m s  and  p ro c e d ural  f ai l ure s ,  
led an AC-130 crew to strike the hospital instead of a dif -
ferent building where there had been reports of combat -
ant s ,  C am p b e l l  s ai d .  

Thirty staff, patients, and assistants were killed, and 37 
more were injured in the strike, the investigation found.

Reap er  Cr as h es  in Af gh anis t an
An MQ-9 Reaper crashed during a combat sortie near 

Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, on Nov. 24. The remotely 
piloted aircraft was assigned to the 455th Air Expeditionary 
Wing and launched from Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, 
according to a wing press release. 

The aircraft went down in a remote area away from 
any civilian population centers and it was a total loss, 

U S  Cent r al  Co m m and  Op er at io ns :  Fr eed o m ’ s  S ent inel  and  Inh er ent  Res o l v e

on a master processor to achieve sensor fusion. OMS will 
help speed upgrades to stay ahead of competitors rapidly 
catching up.

Eu r o p ean- B as ed  CS AR S h if t ing t o  Av iano
The Air Force is moving its European-based combat search 

and rescue capability from RAF Lakenheath, UK, to Aviano 
AB, Italy, to more quickly respond to needs across Europe, 
Africa, and Southwest Asia.

HH-60 Pave Hawks of the 56th Rescue Squadron and 
Guardian Angels of the 57th RQS, will relocate to Aviano 
in 2017, according to a US Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces 
Africa news release. The shift gives the units greater access 
to training airspace and opportunities with regional partners 
and allies, according to the release.

USAFE-AFAFRICA announced earlier this year that it is 
also moving CV-22s and MC-130s of the 352nd Special Op-
erations Wing out of England to Spangdahlem AB, Germany, 
as part of an overall infrastructure review. During the same 
review, leaders identified Aviano as having excess capacity, 
making it the ideal site to absorb the five HH-60s and some 
350 pilots, maintainers, Guardian Angels, and support person-
nel currently at Lakenheath, according to a second release.

Fir s t  AC- 1 3 0 J  P r o t o t y p e D ec l ar ed  L o s s
Investigators declared the first prototype AC-130J Ghostrid-

er gunship a total loss after the airframe was severely over-
stressed departing controlled flight during a test sortie from 
Eglin AFB, Fla., officials announced.

As a result of the incident, the mishap aircraft “exceeded its 
design limit load (DLL) to an extent that rendered it unsafe for 
flight and is considered a total loss to the Air Force,” accord-
ing to Air Force Materiel Command’s Accident Investigation 
Board report, released on Nov. 6.

The crew was performing a high-angle sideslip 47 miles 
south of Eglin during handling tests of the developmental 
gunship when the aircraft departed controlled flight at 15,000 
feet altitude over the Gulf of Mexico, according to the AIB. 
The AC-130J tumbled inverted before test pilots were able 
to recover controlled flight, entering a vertical dive, on April 
21. The aircraft lost 5,000 feet altitude, pulled 3.19 Gs, and 
oversped the flaps’ maximum allowed airspeed by 100 knots 
(115 mph) before returning to level flight.

The AIB determined the pilot’s excessive rudder input and 
failure to quickly recover from uncontrolled flight were the 
primary causes of the mishap. Problems with the aircraft’s 
warning system, pilot disorientation, confusion from being 
hit with unsecured equipment, and inadequate technical 
guidance contributed to the mishap.

The aircraft, serial No. 09-5710, also suffered a similar 
incident in February and has been grounded since the April 
mishap. A second AC-130J prototype was delivered to com-
mence operational testing at nearby Hurlburt Field, Fla., in July.

Loss of the aircraft is estimated at $115.6 million.

H igh - End  Figh t  Co m es  t o  L angl ey
F-22s launched a high-end anti-access, area-denial integra-

tion exercise with British and French fighters at JB Langley-
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4 5 5 t h  A E W  s p o k e s m an C ap t .  B ryan B o uc h ard  t o l d  Stars 
and Stripes. “ T h e  m uni t i o ns  o nb o ard  w e re  al s o  d e s t ro ye d  
w i t h  t h e  ai rc raf t , ”  h e  s ai d .  

The crash was not caused by enemy fire, and the RPA was 
o b l i t e rat e d  t o  t h e  p o i nt  t h at  t h e  A i r F o rc e  d i d  no t  at t e m p t  t o  
s e c ure  t h e  c ras h  s i t e ,  ac c o rd i ng  t o  t h e  p re s s .  T h e  c aus e  o f  
t h e  c ras h  i s  und e r i nv e s t i g at i o n.

Air m en Int egr al  P ar t  o f  Ex p ed it io nar y  T ar get ing Fo r c e
A i rm e n w i l l  b e  “ f ro nt  and  c e nt e r”  i n t h e  d e p l o ym e nt  o f  

s p e c i al  o p e rat i o ns  t e am s  t o  I raq ,  s e rv i c e  S e c re t ary D e b o rah  
L e e  Jam e s  s ai d  o n D e c .  2.  

T h e  t e am s ,  d ub b e d  t h e  “ e x p e d i t i o nary t arg e t i ng  f o rc e , ”  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  up  o f  ab o ut  100 t ro o p s  and  w i l l  “ as s i s t  t h e  I raq i  
army and Kurdish Peshmerga to put even more pressure 
on ISIL,” Operation Inherent Resolve spokesman Army Col. 
S t e v e  W arre n s ai d .  T h e  f o rc e ’ s  s p e c i al  o p e rat o rs  w i l l  c o nd uc t  
rai d s ,  f re e  h o s t ag e s ,  g at h e r i nt e l l i g e nc e ,  and  c ap t ure  I S I S  
l e ad e rs ,  W arre n s ai d .  

Air Force mobility forces will bring the troops to the fight, 
and battlefield airmen—such as combat controllers and 
pararescuemen—will be a part of the special operations 
t e am s .  A i r F o rc e  c o m b at  s e arc h  and  re s c ue  c re w s  al s o  w i l l  
p ro v i d e  s up p o rt ,  Jam e s  s ai d  d uri ng  a s p e e c h  at  t h e  N at i o nal  
Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

Inv es t igat io n Find s  Civ il ian Cas u al t ies  in Air  S t r ik e
A  U S  C e nt ral  C o m m and  i nv e s t i g at i o n d e t e rm i ne d  an A i r 

F o rc e  j e t  l i k e l y k i l l e d  f o ur c i v i l i ans  d uri ng  a M arc h  ai r s t ri k e  
o n an I S I S  c h e c k p o i nt  i n I raq .  

A  re d ac t e d  “ 15 - 6”  i nv e s t i g at i o n,  re l e as e d  N o v .  20,  s t at e s  
t h at  an A - 10 w as  t as k e d  w i t h  s t ri k i ng  an I S I S  c h e c k p o i nt  o n 
M arc h  13  ne ar al  H at ra.  

B e f o re  t h e  s t ri k e ,  t w o  v e h i c l e s  p ul l e d  up  t o  t h e  c h e c k p o i nt  
and  p ark e d  i n t h e  t arg e t  are a.  T h e  d ri v e rs  l e f t  t h e i r c ars  and  
s p o k e  w i t h  I S I S  m e m b e rs  f o r ab o ut  4 0 m i nut e s  w h i l e  o t h e r c ars  
d ro v e  t h ro ug h .  S t af f  i n t h e  C o m b i ne d  A i r O p e rat i o ns  C e nt e r 
w at c h e d  t h e  t arg e t ,  d e t e rm i ne d  ne w  c ars  w e re  I S I S  t arg e t s ,  
and  d e c i d e d  t o  c o nt i nue  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n.  

After the A-10 fired its weapon, four individuals left the ve -
hicles. The strike hit its target and destroyed the cars—killing 
the individuals. US Central Command spokesman Col. Patrick 
Ryder said the pilots were not aware of the individuals until 
after the weapon was fired. He said if the pilot and staff in the 
C A O C  h ad  k no w n,  t h e y w o ul d  no t  h av e  c o nd uc t e d  t h e  s t ri k e .  

An Iraqi citizen whose car was destroyed notified CENT-
C O M  o f  t h e  c as ual t i e s ,  p as s i ng  t h e  m e s s ag e  t h ro ug h  a no n-
g o v e rnm e nt al  o rg ani z at i o n.  T h e  c i v i l i ans  k i l l e d  w e re  no t  f am i l y 
m e m b e rs ,  s o  no  p aym e nt s  h av e  b e e n m ad e ,  and  t h e  F o re i g n 
C l ai m s  A c t  o f  19 4 2 p ro h i b i t s  t h e  m i l i t ary f ro m  c o m p e ns at i ng  
for destructed property, Ryder said.

Going Cold Turkey: An F-15E on the 
flight line at Incirlik AB, Turkey. USAF 
Strike Eagles deployed to Incirlik to 
aid in the fight against ISIS in Iraq and 
Syria as part of Operation Inherent 
Resolve. Six F-15Es arrived at Incirlik 
from RAF Lakenheath, UK, in Novem-
ber.
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S enio r  S t af f  Ch anges

RET IREMEN T S :  L t .  G e n.  D o ug l as  J.  Ro b b ,  M aj .  G e n.  K e l l y K .  
Mc K eagu e,  B ri g .  G e n.  B o b b y V .  P age.

CON FIRMAT ION :  T o  b e AN G  B r igad ier  G ener al :  R o b e rt  J.  B ec k l u nd .

N OMIN AT ION S :  T o  b e L ieu t enant  G ener al :  Jo h n D .  B ans em er .
T o  b e B r igad ier  G ener al :  K e nne t h  T .  B ib b  J r . ,  A ng e l a M .  Cad w el l ,  
M art i n A .  Ch ap in,  Jam e s  R .  Cl u f f ,  C h arl e s  S .  Co r c o r an,  Jam e s  H .  
D iens t ,  Jo h n J.  D ego es ,  S e an M .  Far r el l ,  C h ad  P .  Fr ank s ,  A l e x us  
G .  G r y nk ew ic h ,  T i m o t h y D .  H au gh ,  C h ri s t o p h e r D .  H il l ,  E ri c  T .  H il l ,  
S am ue l  C .  H ino t e,  W i l l i am  G .  H o l t  II,  L i nd a S .  H u r r y ,  M at t h e w  C .  
Is l er ,  K yl e  J.  K r em er ,  M ark  A .  K o eniger ,  Jo h n C .  K u b inec ,  D o ug -
l as  K .  L am b er t h ,  L anc e  K .  L and r u m ,  Je anni e  M .  L eav it t ,  W i l l i am  
J.  L iq u o r i J r . ,  M i c h ae l  J.  L u t t o n,  C o re y J.  Mar t in,  T o m  D .  Mil l er ,
R i c h ard  G .  Mo o r e J r . ,  Jam e s  D .  P ec c ia III,  H e at h e r L .  P r ingl e,  
M i c h ae l  J.  S c h m id t ,  Jam e s  R .  S ear s  J r . ,  D ani e l  L .  S im p s o n,  M ark  
H .  S l o c u m ,  R o b e rt  S .  S p al d ing III,  W i l l i am  A .  S p angent h al ,  E d w ard  
W .  T h o m as  J r . ,  Jo h n T .  W il c o x  II,  M i c h ae l  P .  W ink l er .  
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L arry K .  Cl ar k ,  K e v i n D .  Cl o t f el t er ,  M ars h al l  C .  Co l l ins ,  Jam e s  N .  
Co x ,  Jas o n R .  Cr ip p s ,  M ark  A .  Cr o s b y ,  C h ri s t o p h e r S .  Cr o x t o n,
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Ind ex  t o  Ad v er t is er s

E .  Fl o w er s ,  M i c h ae l  J.  Fr anc is ,  V i nc e nt  R .  Fr ank l in,  C l ay L .  G ar -
r is o n,  B l ak e  A .  G et t y s ,  K e v i n J.  H eer ,  D ana A .  H es s h eim er ,  G e ne  
W .  H u gh es  J r . ,  C l i f f o rd  N .  J am es ,  Jam e s  T .  J o h ns o n,  G re g o ry F .  
J o nes ,  M ars h al l  L .  K j el v ik ,  Jam e s  R .  K r ies el ,   R o nal d  S .  L am b e,  
S c o t t  M .  L o c k w o o d ,  A nd re w  J.  Mac D o nal d ,  S t e p h e n J.  Mah er ,  
M at t h e w  J.  Manif o l d ,  K are n E .  Mansfield, M are n Mc Av o y ,  G re g o ry 
S .  Mc Cr ear y ,  S t e p h e n B .  Meh r ing,  Je s s i c a Mey er aan,  B i l l y M .  
N ab o r s ,  Je f f re y L .  N ew t o n,  P e t e r N ezam is ,  P at ri c k  R .  Renw ic k ,  
S t e p h e n M .  Ry an,  F e rm i n A .  Ru b io ,  P e t e r R .  S c h neid er ,  G re g o ry 
N .  S c h nu l o ,  G re g  A .  S em m el ,  R ay M .  S h ep ar d ,  M arc  A .  S ic ar d ,  
P aul  R .  S il v es t r i,  C h ri s t o p h e r A .  S t r at m ann,  P e t e r F .  S u l l iv an 
J r . ,  T am i  S .  T h o m p s o n,  Jo s e p h  B .  W il s o n,  G re g o ry S .  W o o d r o w .

T o  b e AFRC B r igad ier  G ener al :  L e e  A nn T .  B ennet t ,  P at ri c i a N .  
B ey er ,  R i c h ard  M .  Cas t o ,  Jo nat h an M .  El l is ,  Jam e s  J.  Fo nt anel l a,  
Jo h n P .  H eal y ,  D ani e l  J.  H eir es ,  R o b e rt  A .  H u s t o n,  W i l l i am  R .  
K o u nt z J r . ,  C h ri s t o p h e r W .  L ent z,  A l b e rt  V .  L u p ens k i,  R us s e l l  A .  
Mu nc y ,  T yl e r D .  Ot t en,  R us s e l l  P .  Reim er ,  H aro l d  E .  Ro ger s  J r . ,  
T rac e y A .  S iem s .  

CH AN G E:  L t .  G e n.  ( s e l . )  Jo h n D .  B ans em er ,  f ro m  D e p .  C h i e f ,  
C e nt ral  S e c uri t y S e rv i c e ,  N S A ,  F t .  M e ad e ,  M d . ,  t o  A s s t .  D i r.  o f  
Natl. Intel. for Partner Engagement, Office of the Dir., of Natl. Intel., 
W as h i ng t o n,  D . C .

S EN IOR EX ECU T IV E S ERV ICE CH AN G E:  C h ri s t o p h e r K ap el -
l as ,  t o  D i r. ,  H um an R e s o urc e s ,  W as h i ng t o n H e ad q uart e rs  S v c s . ,  
W as h i ng t o n,  D . C .                J

Eustis, Va., on Dec. 2.
Eight Royal Air Force Typhoon FGR-4s, and six French air 

force Rafale fighters will join the 1st Fighter Wing Raptors, 
squaring off against F-15Es and T-38s during the three-week 
exercise.

“The RAF and [French air force] are our vital strategic 
partners and allies in the current fight against extremism, and 
will be in any foreseeable future conflict,” 1st FW Commander 
Col. Pete M. Fesler said in a press release.

Some 500 multinational personnel took part in the exer-

cise Dec. 2-18, marking the first time the three air forces’ 
topline fighters have gathered for a single exercise, ac-
cording to Langley.

B ig L eagu e H o no r s ,  B ig P r i c e T ag
The Air Force and other military services have paid hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars to professional sports teams 
for tickets, recognition, and the opportunity to perform flag 
details and on-field swearing-in ceremonies, according to a 
new report released by Sens. John McCain and Jeff Flake 
(both R-Ariz.).

The report, called “Tackling Paid Patriotism,” details how 
the Air Force and other services entered into contracts with 
baseball, football, basketball, hockey, and soccer teams, as 
well as NASCAR, and some of the things those contracts paid 
for. For example, the Air Force paid the Mets $51,000, including 
$10,000 for the opportunity to perform an on-field swearing-in 
ceremony in Fiscal 2014, according to the report. �

By the Numbers

The number of F-35As the Air Force wants to buy. That 
number is good—for now, Air Combat Command chief 
Gen. Herbert J. “Hawk” Carlisle said. The Air Force is not 
ignoring Congress’ request for an updated assessment 
of how many F-35s the service needs, but delays that 
have been pushing the buy “to the right” may ultimately 
affect how many are bought, he noted. “As we look to 
the future and what we’re going to do, I think there is a 
decision to be made on how many F-35s we’re going 
to buy,” Carlisle said. However, he added, “it’s way too 
early to make that decision when we’re not even” at 
the point of declaring initial operational capability yet.
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