
D o  yo u h av e  a c o m m e nt  ab o ut  a 
c urre nt  ar t i c l e  i n t h e  m ag az i ne ?  
W r i t e  t o  “ L e t t e r s , ”  Air Force Mag
a     zine, 15 01 L e e  H i g h w ay,  A r-
l i ng t o n,  V A  22209 - 119 8 .  ( E m ai l :  
l e t t e r s @ af a. o r g . )  L e t t e r s  s h o ul d  
b e  c o nc i s e  and  t i m e l y.  W e  c anno t  
ac k no w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  o f  l e t t e r s .  
W e  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o nd e ns e  
l e t t e r s .  L e t t e r s  w i t h o ut  nam e  and  
c i t y/ b as e  and  s t at e  are  no t  ac c e p t -
ab l e .  P h o t o g rap h s  c an  no t  b e  us e d  
o r re t urne d . — the editors

letters@afa.org

N o  L o nger  a D is t inc t io n
R e f e rri ng  t o  C o l o ne l  M i rand a’ s  l e t -

t e r re g ard i ng  “ T h e  N i g h t m are  B e f o re  
C h ri s t m as , ”  I  w o ul d  ad d  s o m e t h i ng  t h at  
re al l y b o t h e re d  m e  ab o ut  t h at  o p e rat i o n 
[“Letters: It was a Nightmare, All Right,” 
December, p. 6]. I t  w as  a f ac t  t h at  b e f o re  
t h o s e  c are l e s s  S A C  t arg e t i ng  d e c i s i o ns  
d uri ng  L i ne b ac k e r I I  w e re  m ad e ,  t h e  A i r 
F o rc e  h ad  ne v e r b e e n t urne d  b ac k  i n 
b at t l e .  ( S e e  C p l .  E l l s w o rt h  B .  L aure nc e ’ s  
p o e m ,  “ M e n o f  t h e  F o rt re s s . ” )  R e ad i ng  
M ars h al l  L .  M i c h e l  I I I ’ s  b o o k ,  The 11 
Days of Christmas, one will find on p. 
15 4  t h e  p as s ag e :  “ T h o ug h  t h e y d i d  no t  
re al i z e  i t ,  t h e  N o rt h  V i e t nam e s e  d e f e ns e s  
h ad  d o ne  s o m e t h i ng  t h at  t h e  G e rm ans ,  
Jap ane s e ,  S o v i e t s ,  C h i ne s e ,  and  N o rt h  
K o re ans  h ad  ne v e r b e e n ab l e  t o  ac h i e v e .  
T h e y h ad  m ad e  an A m e ri c an b o m b i ng  
rai d  ab o rt  a m i s s i o n f o r f e ar o f  l o s s e s . ”  
T h ank s  t o  t h e  b ul l - h e ad e d ne s s  o f  S A C  
o p e rat i o ns  d uri ng  t h e  V i e t nam  W ar,  w e  
c an no  l o ng e r c l ai m  t h at  d i s t i nc t i o n o f  
ne v e r h av i ng  b e e n t urne d  b ac k  i n b at t l e .

C o l .  F rank  A l f t e r,
U S A F  ( R e t . )

B e av e rc re e k ,  O h i o  

H ey ,  T h at  W as  U S AF’ s  Map
Jus t  g o t  t h e  ne w  N o v e m b e r i s s ue . I  

h ad  t o  s m i l e  at  t h e  m ap  o n p .  3 2 [“Boom 
on the Range,” p. 30] .  Y o u k no w ,  o f  
c o urs e ,  t h e  N av y i s  m uc h  m o re  t h an 
j us t  s h i p s .  T h us ,  I  w as  am us e d  at  yo ur 
c art o g rap h e r ’ s  o v e rw h e l m i ng  us e  o f  a 
s h i p  s i l h o ue t t e  t o  i nd i c at e  e v e ry N av y 
b as e ,  e v e n w h e n i t  w as  re al l y a N av al  
A i r S t at i o n f e at uri ng  ai rc raf t  no t  s h i p s .  
N A S  W h i t i ng ,  a t rai ni ng  b as e  f o r nav al  
av i at o rs ,  f o r i ns t anc e ,  i s  i nl and ,  no t  
ap p ro ac h ab l e  b y s e a.  S o  i s  N A S  C e c i l  
F i e l d .  K i ng s  B ay i n G e o rg i a i s  a s ub m a-
ri ne  b as e .  A  s i l h o ue t t e  o f  a “ B o o m e r”  
s ub m ari ne  w o ul d  h av e  b e e n m uc h  
m o re  ap p ro p ri at e .  ( F unny,  w h e n I  w as  
t h e re  g o i ng  t h ro ug h  ad v anc e d  t rai ni ng  
i n 19 68 - 69 ,  i t  w as  ac t ual l y N A S  G l ync o ,  
training various naval flight officers. It 
s t i l l  re t ai ne d  a h ug e  b l i m p  h ang ar o f  t h e  
19 5 0s .  B ut  t h at  w as  a l o ng ,  l o ng  t i m e  
ag o . )  N A S  K e y W e s t  i s ,  i nd e e d ,  an ai r 
s t at i o n t h at  o f t e n i nc l ud e s  ad v e rs ary 
s q uad ro n ac t i v i t i e s .  A nd ,  nat ural l y,  N A S  
P e ns ac o l a i s  t h e  “ C rad l e  o f  N av al  A v i a-

t i o n, ”  w h e re  f ut ure  nav al  av i at o rs  s t i l l  
begin their flight training. It also is home 
t o  o ne  o f  t h e  g re at e s t  av i at i o n m us e um s  
i n t h e  w o rl d .  N o  s h i p s .  I  t h o ug h t  A i r F o rc e  
g uys  k ne w  ab o ut  s uc h  t h i ng s .  M ayb e  
no t .  I  s t i l l  e nj o y t h e  m ag az i ne  and  h av e  
b e e n a m e m b e r f o r ye ars .

C m d r.  P e t e r B .  M e rs k y,
U S N R  ( R e t . )

A l e x and ri a,  V a.

CAP  Mem b er s
I n re s p o ns e  t o  L t .  C o l .  C .  J.  C l e m e ns  

( R e t . )  i n t h e  N o v e m b e r i s s ue ,  “ Jo i n U s ,  
C A P , ”  t h ank  yo u f o r t h e  i nv i t e  [“Letters, 
p. 7]. M any o f  us  are  al re ad y m e m b e rs .  
I am ex-USAF (1972-77, -304X1 flight 
f ac i l i t i e s ) ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o  a 3 8 - ye ar c are e r 
w i t h  F A A  t e c h o p s ,  and  h av e  b e e n a C A P  
m e m b e r s i nc e  19 9 8  and  w i l l  c o nt i nue  t o  
s up p o rt  A F A .

D av e  F e l b e r
F l o ri s s ant ,  M o .

N o  Ink
I n re g ard  t o  yo ur art i c l e  o n t h e  I ran 

nuc l e ar d e al ,  I  w o ul d  l i k e  t o  p o i nt  o ut  t h at  
I ran h as  no t  s i g ne d  anyt h i ng  [“Iran and 
the Bomb,” December, p. 34].

T h i s  i s  j us t  o ne  o f  t h e  unc o m f o rt ab l e  
as p e c t s  o f  t h e  “ d e al . ”

Jo s e p h  D o o l e y
K i ng s t o n,  T e nn.

Air m an S t o ne
R e g ard i ng  yo ur N o v e m b e r i s s ue  s t o ry,  

“ S t o p p i ng  T e rro r O n T h e  T rac k s , ”  [p.24]. 
A s  a U S  c i t i z e n,  I ’ m  p ro ud  o f  al l  t h re e  
A m e r i c ans  w h o  s ub d ue d  a h e av i l y 
arm e d  t e rro ri s t  o n a P ari s - b o und  t rai n.  
As a former Air Force officer (1964-68), 
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I ’ m  p art i c ul arl y p ro ud  o f  o ne  o f  t h o s e  
h e ro e s — A 1C  S p e nc e r S t o ne .  W e  s h are d  
t w o  t h i ng s  i n c o m m o n— t h e  A i r F o rc e ’ s  
b l ue  uni f o rm  and  L aj e s  F i e l d ,  t h e  A z o re s ,  
P o rt ug al .  A i rm an S t o ne  w as  s t at i o ne d  at  
L aj e s  as  a m e d i c al  t e c h ni c i an w i t h  t h e  
65 t h  A i r B as e  G ro up .  I  w as  an A rm e d  
F o rc e s  N e t w o rk  d e t ac h m e nt  c o m m and e r 
t h e re  f ro m  19 66- 67 .  T h e  A i r F o rc e  h as  
d o w ns i z e d  L aj e s  f ro m  a w i ng  t o  a g ro up  
b ut  m ai nt ai ns  i t  as  a v i t al  m i l i t ary b as e .  
F o r t h o s e  o f  us  l uc k y e no ug h  t o  s p e nd  
t i m e  t h e re ,  i t ’ s  al s o  a p re c i o us  p at c h  o f  
p arad i s e  i n t h e  N o rt h  A t l ant i c .

T h e  P o rt ug ue s e  w o rd  f o r p ri d e  i s  “ b ri o , ”  
w h i c h  e x p re s s e s  al l  o f  o ur f e e l i ng s  f o r 
A 1C  S t o ne .

R i c h ard  R e i f
K e w  G ard e n H i l l s ,  N . Y .

B u f f y  t h e S l ay er
T h ank  yo u f o r t h e  w o nd e rf ul  art i c l e  

o n B - 5 2s  [“BUFF Metamorphosis,” De
cember, p. 46]. T h e re  i s  a m i s t ak e  o n p .  
5 3 ,  p h o t o  N o .  1.  T h e  c ap t i o n s t at e s  t h i s  
is a G model flying from Fairford, UK, 
b ut  yo u s t at e :  “ T h e  e i g h t  T F 3 3  e ng i ne s  
h av e  al w ays  p ro d uc e d  a l o t  o f  s m o k e . ”  G  
m o d e l s  w e re  e q ui p p e d  w i t h  e i g h t  P rat t  &  
W h i t ne y J5 7 - P - 4 3 W B  t urb o j e t  e ng i ne s .  
H  m o d e l s  are  e q ui p p e d  w i t h  t h e  T F 3 3 -
P - 3  t urb o f an.  

T re nt o n T w e d t
R ad c l i f f e ,  I o w a

I  e nj o ye d  re ad i ng  t h e  art i c l e  b e g i nni ng  
o n p .  4 6 t i t l e d ,  “ B U F F  M e t am o rp h o s i s . ”   
Let me tell you a short story about my first 
e x p e ri e nc e  w i t h  a B - 5 2.  I  e nl i s t e d  i n t h e  
A i r F o rc e  i n Jul y 19 65 .  W h i l e  w e  b as i c  
t rai ne e s  w e re  o ut  m arc h i ng  at  L ac k l and  
A F B ,  T e x as ,  o ne  d ay,  o ur t rai ni ng  i ns t ruc -
tor stopped the flight and told us all to 
look up at the airplane flying overhead.  
H e  s ai d ,  “ T h at ’ s  a B - 5 2.  T h e y are  g e t t i ng  
o l d  and  w o n’ t  b e  aro und  m uc h  l o ng e r. ”   
T h at  w as  5 0 ye ars  ag o !  H o w  w ro ng  c an 
a g uy b e !  I  re t i re d  f ro m  t h e  A i r F o rc e  as  
a s e ni o r m as t e r s e rg e ant  af t e r 25  ye ars .   
I ’ m  p re t t y s ure  B - 5 2s  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  g o i ng  
s t ro ng  w h e n I ’ m  no  l o ng e r aro und  t o  l o o k  
up and watch them fly over.  

S M S g t .  C arl  M .  L e h m an,
U S A F  ( R e t . )
S an A nt o ni o
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