
screenshot

A B-52, flanked by an F-15 and an F-16, flies near 
Osan Air Base, south of Seoul, South Korea, on a 
show-of-force mission in response to North Kore-
an nuclear provocations. On the ramp is a USAF 
F-16 and a Republic of Korea Air Force F-15K.

01.10. 2016

Air Force World

12 AIR FORCE Magazine / February 2016



USAF photo by SSgt. Benjamin Sutton

By Brian W. Everstine, Pentagon Editor

USAF Must Get Bigger, Not Smaller
The Air Force must stop downsizing and instead “modestly 

upsize” across the Total Force, Secretary of the Air Force 
Deborah Lee James told airmen Dec. 8. “Enough is enough,” 
she said. “We have got to stop the downsizing.” James said 
she has seen undermanning “everywhere I have traveled,” 
citing specific holes in the maintenance, nuclear, remotely 
piloted aircraft, and cyber forces. 

Additionally, James noted that the two-year bipartisan 
budget deal is good news, despite the fact that the deal 
provides the Defense Department $15 billion less than the 
Pentagon asked for in Fiscal 2017. The Air Force must invest 
in readiness, she said, because about half the combat air 
forces are not ready for a high-end fight. “We’ve got to do 
better,” James said. 

SpaceX Successfully Lands Booster
SpaceX on Dec. 21 made history in space travel, suc-

cessfully landing a reusable Falcon 9 booster rocket for 
the first time after a launch at Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla. 
The company, led by PayPal co-founder Elon Musk, has 

been vying for Air Force contracts and NASA resupply 
missions, with cost efficiency a large selling point for 
government work. 

The reusable booster is a major push by the company to 
lower the overall cost of space travel by refurbishing rockets 
for successive missions as opposed to manufacturing a new 
rocket for each launch. 

At 8:29 p.m., a SpaceX Falcon 9 carrying a commercial 
payload lifted off from Cape Canaveral. Following separa-
tion, the Falcon 9 rocket landed back at the station about 
10 minutes after launch, according to a 45th Space Wing 
news release. The successful launch and landing followed 
failed attempts to land a Falcon 9 on ships at sea and the 
disintegration of a Falcon 9 during a NASA resupply mis-
sion in June. The Air Force in May certified the Falcon 9 for 
national security space launches.

LRS-B Protest Continues
Boeing has filed a 133-page brief with the Government 

Accountability Office detailing the company’s grievances 
regarding the Air Force’s selection of Northrop Grumman 
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Right in the Snout: SrA. Rebecca Roberts wears an M50 
gas mask during decontamination training at Atlantic City 
ANGB, N.J., on Jan. 9. Twenty members of a contamination 
control team played out various scenarios to ensure airmen 
on the base can successfully operate a decontamination line 
should they be exposed to hazardous chemicals.

for the Long-Range Strike Bomber contract. The Air Force 
filed its report with the GAO on Dec. 6, responding to Boe-
ing’s complaint. Unsatisfied by USAF’s responses, Boeing’s 
Dec. 17 GAO brief represents the next step in the protest 
sequence. 

In a joint press statement, the Boeing and Lockheed 
Martin team said the Air Force’s “selection process was 
irreparably flawed” and said it was continuing the protest 
process. Boeing’s complaint is that the Air Force didn’t take 
full account of the potential cost savings and allegedly lower 
risk of its approach to the program. 

Under the statutory rules about protests, the GAO must 
render a ruling on the merits of Boeing’s protest by about 
Feb. 15. 

In its own press statement, Northrop Grumman said it 
had “filed comments with the GAO” in support of USAF’s 
award to that company and said that Boeing’s move is a 
“routine step” and “not in any way indicative of a meritori-
ous protest.” Northrop Grumman “remains confident” that 
it offered “an inherently more affordable solution” for the 
LRS-B program and looks forward to “getting back to work” 
on it once the protest is resolved. 

P ent ago n Ap p r o v es  J S T ARS  Rec ap
The Defense Department has given the Air Force the OK 

to move forward on recapitalizing the E-8C JSTARS fleet. 
Frank Kendall, the Pentagon’s undersecretary for acquisi-

tion, signed a memorandum approving Milestone A review 
of the program. This lets the contractor teams conduct 
system functional reviews, preliminary design reviews, and 
subsystem prototype demonstrations, Air Force spokesman 
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Maj. Robert Leese said in a statement. The service also will 
begin steps to award “up to two radar risk reduction contracts 
and is on track to release a draft request for proposal for 
the engineering and manufacturing development phase in 
early 2016,” said Leese. 

The Air Force plans to award the contract for the next 
generation aircraft in 2017. So far, three teams have an-
nounced efforts to win the contract: a team of Gulfstream 
and Northrop Grumman, a joint effort by Bombardier and 
Lockheed Martin, and Boeing. 

“JSTARS remains one of the highest priority warfight-
ing capabilities for the combatant commanders, and the 
JSTARS recapitalization program will ensure the Air Force 
continues to support their critical need at an affordable cost,” 
said USAF Secretary Deborah Lee James in a statement. 
“We are committed to a JSTARS replacement as soon as 
realistically possible.”

T o p  J et s  Fr o m  U S ,  U K ,  and  Fr anc e T r ain T o get h er
The premier aircraft from the US, UK, and France trained 

together in the skies over Virginia in December in what of-
ficials said is the first high-level exercise involving the three 
countries and the fighter jets. 

The trilateral exercise began in early December at JB 
Langley-Eustis, Va., with F-22s, Eurofighter Typhoons, and 
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Cas u al t ies
A s  o f  J an .  15 ,  21 A m eri c an s  h ad  d i ed  i n  O p erat i o n  Free-

d o m ’ s  S en t i n el  i n  A f g h an i s t an  an d  11  A m eri c an s  h ad  d i ed  
i n  O p erat i o n  I n h eren t  R es o l v e i n  I raq  an d  S yri a.

T h e t o t al  i n c l ud es  3 1 t ro o p s  an d  o n e D ep art m en t  o f  
D ef en s e c i v i l i an .  O f  t h es e d eat h s ,  12 w ere k i l l ed  i n  ac t i o n  
w i t h  t h e en em y w h i l e 20 d i ed  i n  n o n c o m bat  i n c i d en t s .

T h ere h av e been  8 0 t ro o p s  w o un d ed  i n  ac t i o n  d uri n g  
OFS and five in OIR.

S ix  Air m en K il l ed  b y  S u ic id e B o m b er
The Defense Department on Dec. 22 identified six air -

men—four Air Force Office of Special Investigations agents 
an d  t w o  s ec uri t y f o rc es  m em bers — w h o  w ere k i l l ed  by a 
s ui c i d e bo m ber d ri v i n g  a m o t o rc yc l e n ear B ag ram  A B ,  
A f g h an i s t an .  

T h ey w ere:  M aj .  A d ri an n a M .  V o rd erbrug g en ,  3 6,  w i t h  
t h e 9 t h  Fi el d  I n v es t i g at i o n s  S q uad ro n  at  E g l i n  A FB ,  Fl a. ;   
S S g t .  M i c h ael  A .  C i n c o ,  28 ,  w i t h  t h e 11t h  Fi el d  I n v es t i g a-
tions Squadron at JBSA-Randolph, Texas; SSgt. Peter W. 
T aub,  3 0,  w i t h  A FO S I  D et .  8 16 at  E l l s w o rt h  A FB ,  S . D . ;  S S g t .  
Chester J. McBride, 30, with AFOSI Det. 405 at Maxwell 
A FB ,  A l a. ;  T S g t .  J o s ep h  G .  L em m ,  4 5 ,  w i t h  t h e A i r N at i o n al  
G uard ’ s  105 t h  S ec uri t y Fo rc es  S q uad ro n  at  S t ew art  A N G B ,  
N . Y . ;  an d  S S g t .  L o ui s  M .  B o n ac as a,  3 1,  w h o  al s o  w as  as -
s i g n ed  t o  t h e 105 t h  S FS .  

O S I  C o m m an d er B ri g .  G en .  K ei t h  M .  G i v en s  s ai d  i n  a 
D ec .  29  n ew s  rel eas e,  “ T h e O S I  f am i l y w i l l  un d o ubt ed l y ri s e 
t o  t h e o c c as i o n  yet  ag ai n  an d  h o n o r t h es e g reat  A m eri c an s ,  
but  f o r n o w ,  I  as k  f o r yo ur t h o ug h t s  an d  p rayers  t o  g o  o ut  
t o  t h e f am i l i es  an d  l o v ed  o n es  o f  t h e f al l en . ”

See “Editorial: Six Airmen in a Forgotten War,” p. 4.

Af gh an P il o t s  G r ad u at e at  Mo o d y
The first class of A-29 Super Tucano pilots from Afghanistan 

g rad uat ed  f ro m  t rai n i n g  D ec .  18  at  M o o d y A FB ,  G a. ,  w h i l e 
t w o  m ai n t en an c e t rai n ees  w en t  m i s s i n g .  T h e ei g h t  p i l o t s  
“will help establish a secure, stable, and unified country,” 
s ai d  C o l .  J o h n  J .  N i c h o l s ,  c o m m an d er o f  t h e 14 t h  Fl yi n g  
Training Wing, at the graduation ceremony, according to 
a n ew s  rel eas e.  

“ T h ey are en abl i n g  t h e f ut ure o f  A f g h an i s t an ,  a f ut ure 
t h at  w i l l  be d ec i d ed  by t h e A f g h an s  t h em s el v es . ”  T h e p i l o t s  
began classroom training last February and flew their first 
A-29 training sorties in March. They will be the first of 30 
trained by the 81st Fighter Squadron over the next three 
years .  T h e A f g h an  ai r f o rc e’ s  c urren t  l i g h t  ai r s up p o rt  ai rc raf t ,  
t h e M i - 3 5  at t ac k  h el i c o p t er,  reac h es  t h e en d  o f  i t s  s erv i c e 
l i f e i n  J an uary.  

“ T o d ay d o es  n o t  m ark  t h e en d ,  but  t h e beg i n n i n g ,  o f  o ur 
c o n t i n ued  f ri en d s h i p , ”  s ai d  L t .  C o l .  J ef f rey H o g an ,  c o m -

mander of the 81st Fighter Squadron. “Please know that 
w e are s h o ul d er- t o - s h o ul d er w i t h  yo u,  an d  w e l o o k  f o rw ard  
t o  m an y years  o f  w o rk i n g  t o g et h er. ”

T h e t w o  m ai n t en an c e t rai n ees  h ad  been  m i s s i n g  s i n c e 
D ec .  7 .  A  p res s  rel eas e f ro m  t h e bas e s t at ed  t h at  t h ey h ad  
been  at  t h e bas e s i n c e February 2015  an d  w ere s c reen ed  
bef o re t h ey arri v ed  i n  t h e U S .  

F- 1 5 s  D ep ar t  Inc ir l ik
T h e 12 F- 15 s  t h at  d ep l o yed  t o  I n c i rl i k  A B ,  T urk ey,  i n  N o -

v em ber ret urn ed  t o  t h ei r h o m e bas e o f  R A F L ak en h eat h ,  
U K ,  i n  D ec em ber af t er a bri ef  d ep l o ym en t ,  U S  E uro p ean  
C o m m an d  an n o un c ed .  

Six F-15Es arrived at Incirlik on Nov. 12 to replace F-16s 
t h at  h ad  ro t at ed  t h ro ug h  t h e bas e.  T h e S t ri k e E ag l es  c o n -
d uc t ed  o p erat i o n s  ag ai n s t  I S I S  i n  I raq  an d  S yri a al o n g s i d e 12 
A-10s that were already deployed to the base. Six additional 
F- 15 C s  f ro m  L ak en h eat h  h ad  arri v ed  at  t h e bas e earl i er i n  
N o v em ber t o  c o n d uc t  c o m bat  ai r p at ro l s  an d  h el p  T urk ey 
p ro t ec t  i t s  ai rs p ac e.  

Pentagon spokesman Navy Capt. Jeff Davis told report -
ers  t h e d ep l o ym en t  w as  n o t  s up p o s ed  t o  be “ o p en - en d ed . ”  
The coalition will not lose any capability in the fight against 
I S I S ,  h e s ai d ,  bec aus e t h e N av y i s  d ep l o yi n g  U S S  Harry S. 
Truman t o  t h e reg i o n ,  w h ere i t  w i l l  j o i n  t h e Fren c h  c arri er 
Charles de Gaulle. A d d i t i o n al l y,  t h e R o yal  A i r Fo rc e w i l l  
c o n t i n ue c o n d uc t i n g  s t ri k es  f ro m  C yp rus ,  an d  t h e G erm an  
L uf t w af f e d ep l o yed  T o rn ad o s  t o  I n c i rl i k .  T h e U S  c o n s ul t ed  
w i t h  t h e T urk i s h  g o v ern m en t  o n  t h e d ec i s i o n  t o  rem o v e t h e 
F- 15 s ,  D av i s  s ai d .

L o ng- Range Reap er  G o es  t o  W ar
The MQ-9 extended-range Reaper remotely piloted aircraft 

d ebut ed  i n  c o m bat  o v er A f g h an i s t an ,  l aun c h i n g  f ro m  K an d a-
har Airfield on Dec. 1, officials announced. Maintainers and 
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems  contractors retrofitted 
roughly half the 62nd Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squad -
ro n ’ s  M Q - 9 s  at  K an d ah ar a m o n t h  af t er rec ei v i n g  t h e k i t s .  

“ O n e o f  t h e t h i n g s  t h at ,  at  o ur l ev el ,  w e are real l y p ro ud  o f  
here is that we did it on top of completing our regular flying 
schedule,” a 62nd ERS maintenance operations officer said, 
ac c o rd i n g  t o  a n ew s  rel eas e.  

T h e R eap er- E R  up g rad e p ac k ag e i n c l ud es  an  ad d i t i o n al  
1,350 pounds of fuel in two external tanks, a new four-bladed 
p ro p el l er,  h eav yw ei g h t  un d erc arri ag e,  an d  p erf o rm an c e 
up g rad es ,  ac c o rd i n g  t o  a c o m p an y rel eas e.  D ep en d i n g  o n  
the configuration, upgraded aircraft can stay aloft up to 40 
p erc en t  l o n g er t h an  t h e s t an d ard  M Q - 9 .  

T h e A i r Fo rc e o rd ered  an  i n i t i al  3 8  o f  t h e E R  v ari an t s  
un d er a q ui c k - reac t i o n  req ui rem en t  l as t  year an d  d ec l ared  
the RPA initially operational in September. 

U S  Cent r al  Co m m and  Op er at io ns :  Fr eed o m ’ s  S ent inel  and  Inh er ent  Res o l v e

Dassault Rafales flying several missions daily against Red 
Air Aggressors made up of USAF T-38 Talons and F-15E 
Strike Eagles. The exercise is “all about integration” between 
the aircraft, said Col. Larry Broadwell, commander of the 
1st Operations Group at Langley. 

The aircraft on Dec. 15 were flying an air dominance sce-
nario, with the three countries protecting a 100-square-mile 
area from the Talons and Strike Eagles. The exercise is a 

way for the pilots to practice communicating and operat-
ing together in the aircraft, and integrate fourth and fifth 
generation systems, officials said.

The US and allies have been operating in a counterinsur-
gency environment in the past 10 years, rather than being 
focused on anti-access, area-denial threats, the leaders 
of the three countries’ air forces told reporters during the  
exercise. The event is a “fantastic opportunity to get back into 
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high-end” training, said Royal Air Force Chief of Staff Air Chief 
Marshal Andrew Pulford. 

Mc Cain Cal l s  Fo r  Fr eeze o n U L A P ay m ent s
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) is calling for a freeze on 

launch subsidy payments to the United Launch Alliance, 
in part because he does not believe the explanations 
the Lockheed Martin and Boeing consortium gave for 
not competing in the first competitive national security 
space launch. 

In a letter to Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter, McCain 
asked the Pentagon to audit ULA’s business systems and 
provide the results to the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, which he chairs. According to McCain, ULA said 

it does not have any Atlas rockets available for the bid, 
because of sanctions in the National Defense Authorization 
Act against the use of Russian-made RD-180 engines that 
power the Atlas. 

However, McCain said ULA has five engines that are 
not limited by the sanctions already in hand but “rushed 
to assign them to non-national security launches,” not 
restricted by sanctions, in a bid to force Congress to allow 
ULA to buy more Russian-made engines. “I feel strongly 
that these tactics are inappropriate and intended to sup-
port an effort in the Congress to subvert the authorization 
process,” McCain wrote. 

P o t ent ial  RD - 1 8 0  Rep l ac em ent  P as s es  Init ial  Rev iew
Aerojet Rocketdyne’s developmental AR1 rocket engine, 

designed to replace the Russian-built RD-180 to launch 
military satellites, passed its first major design review in 
mid-December, the company announced. 

“We have achieved every milestone in our AR1 schedule 
to be ready” to deliver a flight-ready engine for certifica-
tion in 2019, the company president and chief executive 
officer, Eileen Drake, said in a Dec. 17 release. 

The Air Force Space and Missile Systems Center issued 
a request for proposals in June to develop space launch 
solutions that aren’t reliant on the RD-180 to ensure military 
access to space in the face of heightened tensions with 
Russia. The Air Force plans to invest in as many as four 
promising industry efforts to develop either a new launch 
platform or a replacement engine for the current platform. �
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Take a Breather: A1C Justin Wanke helps conduct a cabin 
pressure test on an F-15E at Kadena AB, Japan. Such tests 
aim to prevent hypoxia—a lack of oxygen reaching the pilot’s 
muscles. Hypoxia can cause spatial disorientation, delayed 
reaction times, and death. See “What It Takes,” p. 52.

By the Numbers

F- 3 5 s  d el i v ered  i n  2015 ,  
t h e s ec o n d  year i n  a ro w  
the program office hit its 
m ark .  T h e t o t al  rep res en t s  

a 25  p erc en t  i n c reas e i n  o n e year.  T h e 4 5  
j et s  d el i v ered  i n  2015  i n c l ud ed  26 F- 3 5 A s  f o r 
t h e A i r Fo rc e;  ei g h t  F- 3 5 B s  f o r t h e M ari n e 
C o rp s ;  ei g h t  F- 3 5 C s  f o r t h e N av y- M ari n e 
Corps; the first two F-35As for the Royal 
N o rw eg i an  A i r Fo rc e;  an d  o n e F- 3 5 A  f o r t h e 
I t al i an  A i r Fo rc e.

45
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