
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag-
a     zine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name and 
city/base and state are not accept-
able. Photographs can  not be used 
or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Back to the Future
It looks like we’re going backwards.  

Recent articles pertaining to the Air 
Force’s plan to acquire a new advanced 
jet trainer have thus far identifi ed potential 
candidates that appear to be aerodynami-
cally inferior to the T-38s that they are 
supposed to replace [“Teeing Up the 
T-X,” June, p. 48].

In these challenging budgetary times, 
it appears obvious to me that a brand- 
new T-38 airframe, with futuristic new 
avionics, might be superior to any can-
didate thus far proposed and likely far 
less expensive (because the airframe 
is already proven). Higher quality at less 
cost. Worth consideration.

Col. David R. Haulman,
USAF (Ret.)

Ridgeland, Miss.

Night Flight Alright
Great story! I know there have been 

thousands of supersonic fl ights at Ed-
wards [AFB, Calif.]. Not sure how many 
were night supersonic [“Edwards Renais-
sance,” July, p. 38].

In 1972 while at Eglin AFB, Fla., I was 
the operational test and evaluation proj-
ect manager of a replacement passive 
infrared sensor for the RF-4C. Part of the 
OT&E was to test the sensor resolution 
fl ying supersonic in fl y-off between the 
new Honeywell AAD-5 and Texas Instru-
ments revised AAS-18.  Edwards was the 
only location we could fl y supersonic at 
night and had the sensor array targets.  
Base offi cials even published a notice of 
the event, alerting all in the area of our 
week of night supersonic fl ights.

Maj. Gayle P. Johnson,
USAF (Ret.)

Watertown, Wis.

This is a minor comment about the 
“moving blades of metal” that play 
havoc with radars at Edwards Air Force 
Base. If you dig a little deeper into wind 
turbine technology, you will fi nd blades 
are made of fi berglass composite with 
carbon composite in areas of high 
stress. In spite of fi berglass being an 
electrical nonconductor, the radar return 
may be only a few decibels down from 
metal. (Perhaps down several dB.) The 
few dB can still play havoc. Also blades 
typically have an ice sensor at the tip 
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with a wire running to the hub; this wire 
contributes to the radar return. Each 
blade has lightning protection, which is 
a conductor and enhances radar cross 
section. Older and smaller wind turbines 
likely have metal blades. The solution 
to the radar interference is not obvious.

Allen E. Fuhs
Wright-Patterson AFB

Dayton, Ohio

Counting Down
I have seen AC-47s fi re in Vietnam and 

have always been amazed by the fi ring 
rate of miniguns: up to 6,000 rounds a 
minute. However, the claims that three 
of them could hit every square foot of 
a football fi eld in a three-second burst 
don’t seem to add up [“Gunships on 
the Trail,” June, p. 64]. My math (admit-
tedly, not one of my strengths) tells me 
that there are 48,000 square feet in an 
NFL football fi eld (160 x 300 = 48,000). 
A fi ring rate of 18,000 rpm (rounds per 
minute) works out to 300 rps (rounds per 
second). At that rate, it seems to me that 
it would take about two minutes and 40 
seconds to cover a football fi eld. Or did 
I miss something?

MSgt. Stephen Childers,
USAF (Ret.)

Woodside, Del.

Finest
I would like to commend John Correll 

for his excellent article, “Their Finest 
Hour,” in the July issue [p. 30]. His sum-
mary and characterization of the Battle 
of Britain was well-done and moving. I 
would like to add some background to 
the subsequent treatment of Air Chief 
Marshal Hugh Dowding. I call it, “The 
Rest of the Story.”
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I n  W o rl d  W a r I ,  H u g h  D o w d i n g  w a s  
a  w i n g  c o mma n d er o f  th e R o y a l  F l y i n g  
C o rps  th a t w a s  u n d er th e o v era l l  c o m-
ma n d  o f  B ri g .  G en .  H u g h  T ren c h a rd .  
T ren c h a rd  d ev el o ped  a  bro a d  po l i c y  o f  
a g g res s i v e “ o f f en s i v e s pi ri t” — a tta c k -
i n g  ev ery w h ere,  ev ery th i n g  i n  s i g h t.  
T ren c h a rd  en f o rc ed  h i s  po l i c y  ru th l es s l y .  
One of the officers who dissented from 
T ren c h a rd ’ s  po l i c y  w a s  L t.  C o l .  H u g h  
D o w d i n g .  T h i s  i n d o mi ta bl e l ea d er w a s  
o n e o f  th e pu bl i c  s c h o o l  f el l o w s  w h o  
h a d  j o i n ed  th e a rmy  ea rl y  a n d  s erv ed  
w i th  d i s ti n c ti o n  i n  I n d i a  a n d  th e O ri en t.  
Back in England, he had learned to fly at 
h i s  o w n  ex pen s e a n d  j o i n ed  th e R F C  i n  
h i s  mi d - 3 0s .  H e h a d  ma n y  o f  th e s a me 
q u a l i ti es  a s  H u g h  T ren c h a rd — h i g h l y  
c o mpeten t bu t u n c o mpro mi s i n g .  T h e 
d i f f eren c e w a s  th a t D o w d i n g  h a d  a  
pa s s i o n a te c o n c ern  f o r h i s  a i rc rew s  a n d  
th e h i g h  ra te a t w h i c h  th ey  w ere bei n g  
c o n s u med .  W h i l e n o t o ppo s i n g  th e o f -
f en s i v e s pi ri t i n  pri n c i pl e,  h e bel i ev ed  
a n d  a d v o c a ted  to  T ren c h a rd  a n d  o th ers  
th a t th e c rew s  be g i v en  rea l i s ti c  a n d  
a d eq u a te tra i n i n g  bef o re bei n g  s en t 
i n to  c o mba t.  I n s ti n c ti v el y ,  h e k n ew  th e 
tru th  o f  th e h i g h  l o s s  ra te c u rv e th a t 
ru t h l es s l y  el i mi n a ted  i n ex peri en c ed  
pilots in their first few combat mis -
s i o n s .  D o w d i n g ’ s  w i n g  c o n ta i n ed  f o u r 
s q u a d ro n s ,  o n e o f  w h i c h  h a d  s u f f ered  
50 perc en t c a s u a l ti es  by  ea rl y  A u g u s t 
19 15.  A f ter o n e o f  h i s  s q u a d ro n  c o m-
manders and two flight commanders 
h a d  been  s h o t d o w n ,  D o w d i n g  w en t to  

T ren c h a rd  a n d  req u es ted  th e s q u a d -
ro n  be w i th d ra w n  f ro m th e l i n e f o r a  
f ew  w eek s ’  res t.  T ren c h a rd  w a s  u ps et 
w i th  th i s  req u es t,  a n d  a l th o u g h  h e a p-
pro v ed  i t,  h e pri v a tel y  th o u g h t D o w d -
i n g ’ s  c o mpa s s i o n  o u tw ei g h ed  h i s  d u ty .  
In official correspondence, he referred 
to  D o w d i n g  a s  a  “ d i s ma l  J i mmy ”  a n d  
h a d  h i m remo v ed  f ro m c o mma n d  a n d  
s en t ba c k  to  E n g l a n d .  N ev er bei n g  a l -
l o w ed  ba c k  to  th e f ro n t i n  W o rl d  W a r I ,  
D o w d i n g  n ev erth el es s  ro s e to  bec o me 
th e c o mma n d er o f  F i g h ter C o mma n d  i n  
th e B a ttl e o f  B ri ta i n .  T ren c h a rd  n ev er 
f o rg o t th i s  epi s o d e.  W h en  th e B a ttl e o f  
B ri ta i n  en d ed  i n  l a te 19 4 0,  T ren c h a rd  
w a s  o n e o f  th e v o i c es  th a t pers u a d ed  
W i n s to n  C h u rc h i l l  to  reti re D o w d i n g !

T h i s vi g n ette i s f ro m my f o rth co mi n g  
bo o k,  Oswald Boelcke: Man of Valor. I  
h o pe i t i s u se f u l  to  yo u  a n d  yo u r rea d ers.  

B ri g .  G en .  R .  G .  H ea d ,
U SA F  ( R et. )

C o ro n a d o ,  C a l i f .

A s u perb a rti c l e by  J o h n  C o rrel l  a bo u t 
th e B a ttl e o f  B ri ta i n .  I t d eta i l s  th e peri l o u s  
mi l i ta ry  a n d  po l i ti c a l  s i tu a ti o n  f o r G rea t 
B ri ta i n  i n  19 4 0.  A n  a pt s u bti tl e w o u l d  be,  
“ H o w  W i n s to n  C h u rc h i l l  Sa v ed  W es tern  
C i v i l i z a ti o n . ”  A s  i s  ma d e v ery  c l ea r i n  
th e C h u rc h i l l  bi o g ra ph y ,  Warlord, h e 
w a s  a  ma n  w h o  bro k e a l l  th e mo l d s  
f o r E n g l a n d  i n  th ree w a rs .  I n f u ri a ti n g  
a s  h e mi g h t h a v e been  f o r th e po l i ti c a l  
es ta bl i s h men t a n d  mi l i ta ry  l ea d ers ,  th a t 
c h a ra c teri s ti c  ma d e h i m prec i s el y  th e 

ma n  to  ta k e o v er i n  th e d a rk  h o u rs  o f  
1940. Without him and the RAF fighter 
f o rc e,  l i f e s i n c e th en  w o u l d  h a v e been  
v ery  d i f f eren t f o r E n g l a n d ,  th e U S,  a n d  
E u ro pe.

L t.  C o l .  C a l  T a yl o r,
U SA F  ( R et. )

O l y mpi a ,  W a s h .

B ei n g  a  d ed i c a ted  [ rea d er]  a n d  a l -
w a y s  i n teres ted  i n  th e a v i a ti o n  o f  th e 
W o rl d  W a r I I ,  I  f o u n d  J o h n  T .  C o rrel l ’ s  
pi ec e “ T h ei r F i n es t H o u r”  a n  en terta i n i n g  
a n d  th o u g h t- pro v o k i n g  l o o k  ba c k  i n to  
a n o th er c ri ti c a l  ti me f o r B ri ta i n ,  o u r n a -
ti o n  ( th o u g h  mo s t o f  th e c i ti z en s  w ere 
s c a rc el y  a w a re o f  i t) ,  a n d  th e w o rl d .
T h e l es s o n s  o f  th e s o - c a l l ed  “ B a ttl e o f  
B ri ta i n ”  s h o u l d  n ev er be o v erl o o k ed ,  a s  
i t perta i n s  to  rea d i n es s ,  res o l v e,  a n d  
tec h n i c a l  s u peri o ri ty !  I f  i t w ere n o t f o r 
th e d ec i s i o n a l  erro rs  o f  th e L u f tw a f f e 
a n d  G erma n  ma n a g emen t ( G o eri n g  a n d  
H i tl er) ,  th e o u tc o me o f  th e ba ttl e a n d  
th e w a r c o u l d  h a v e been  f a r d i f f eren t.

I  a l s o  w a n ted  to  c o mmen d  M r.  I v a n  
B erry ma n  o n  h i s  ex c el l en t a rtw o rk  a n d  
o n l y  reg ret I  d i d  n o t rec ei v e th e c o py  
w i th  th e c o v er s h o w i n g  th e s h o o td o w n  
of the Dornier 17 by a Spitfire at the 
c l i f f s  o f  D o v er.

T h e a rtw o rk  o n  pa g es  3 0 to  3 1 s tru c k  
me i n i ti a l l y  a s  a  bi t o d d ,  bei n g  c a pti o n ed  
as a Spitfire chasing a Bf 109 during 
th e B a ttl e o f  B ri ta i n . W h a t i s  o d d  to  me 
i s  i t po rtra y s  a  B f  109 F ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t 
en ter s erv i c e u n ti l  v ery  l a te d u ri n g  th e 

A I R  F O R C E  M a g a z i n e  / September 2015 7



ba ttl e,  th e ma j o r v a ri a n t s erv i n g  d u ri n g  
th e ba ttl e bei n g  th e B f  109 E . T h e B f  109 F  
i s  pa i n ted  i n  th e c o l o rs  o f  J G 26 ,  w h i c h  
w a s  n o t eq u i pped  w i th  B f  109 F s  u n ti l  
F ebru a ry  19 4 1,  w h en  i t w a s  s ta ti o n ed  
a t D u s s el d o rf .  T h u s ,  w h i l e u n l i k el y  to  
h a v e been  en g a g ed  d u ri n g  th e ba ttl e,  i t’ s  
n o t i mpo s s i bl e th a t B f  109 F s  d i d  h a v e a  
g o  a g a i n s t th e R A F ,  bu t i t i s  u n l i k el y  i t 
was JG26. However, the Spitfire is also 
s u s pec t,  bei n g  i n  th e ma rk i n g s  o f  W i n g  
C o mma n d er D o u g l a s  B a d er a f ter h i s  
pro mo ti o n  to  w i n g  c o mma n d er i n  M a rc h  
19 4 1,  w el l  a f ter th e ba ttl e.  B a d er w a s  
s h o t d o w n  9  A u g u s t 19 4 1,  s o  i t a ppea rs  
th e ti me f ra me o f  th i s  bea u ti f u l  a rtw o rk  
w o u l d  be d u ri n g  th e peri o d  M a rc h  to  
A u g u s t 19 4 1.

I  h o pe my  c ri ti q u e d o es n ’ t d etra c t 
f ro m a n  ex c el l en t a n d  w el l - i l l u s tra ted  
a rti c l e,  w h i c h  I  th o ro u g h l y  en j o y ed  a n d  
w h o s e l es s o n s  o f  h i s to ry  s h o u l d  n ev er 
be i g n o red ,  pa rti c u l a rl y  d u ri n g  th es e 
d a y s . T h a n k  y o u  s o  mu c h  f o r y o u r ef f o rts  
to  pu t to g eth er a  w el l - ba l a n c ed ,  ti mel y ,  
a n d  i n f o rma ti v e ma g a z i n e.

R o bert T a y l o r
V en tu ra ,  C a l i f .

Robert Taylor is correct in his inter-
pretation of the artwork, and should any 
reader wish to purchase a copy of the July 
magazine with one of the four alternate 
covers, please contact our membership 
department at membership@afa.org. 
They will be happy to assist you.—the

editors

Warrant Officers Warranted
I  to ta l l y  a g ree w i th  P a u l  Sto n eh o u s e’ s  

c o mmen ts  i n  h i s  l etter o n  p.  7  o f  th e J u l y  
i s s u e,  es pec i a l l y  c o n c ern i n g  retu rn i n g  
to the warrant officer position [“Letters: 
Open it Up”] .  I  w a s  o n e o f  th e l a s t ma s ter 
sergeants to enter the warrant officer 
pro g ra m,  bef o re th e E - 8 /E - 9  po s i ti o n s  
w ere es ta bl i s h ed . T h e A i r F o rc e,  i n  i ts  
infinite wisdom, decided that it wanted 
an all-commissioned officer corps. The 
c o mma n d  s tru c tu re w a s  s tri c tl y  pi l o t- ra ted  
officers. I had one wing commander who 
h el d  s epa ra te c o mma n d er’ s  c a l l s  f o r th e 
ra ted  a n d  n o n ra ted  tro o ps ,  ref erri n g  to  
th e n o n ra ted  a s  “ o v erh ea d . ”  A ppa ren tl y  
th a t mi n d - s et i s  s ti l l  prev a l en t to d a y !

T h e k i l l i n g  o f  th e A i r F o rc e’ s  w a rra n t 
officer program left the remaining warrant 
officers in a state of limbo, with the loss 
o f  th ei r s pec i a l i z ed  j o b ra ti n g s  i n  th e u n i t 
ma n n i n g  d o c u men ts . I n  my  c a s e,  I  w a s  
v ery  f o rtu n a te th a t I  s pen t th e l a s t 12 
years of my Air Force career filling field-
grade officer positions. My last position 
w a s  a n  a s s i g n men t to  th e a i rbo rn e ba ttl e 
s ta f f  o f  o n e o f  th e ma j o r a i r c o mma n d s .

A l s o ,  U SA F ’ s  rea s o n i n g  ( a t th a t ti me)  
th a t w i th  th e u pc o mi n g  a d d i ti o n  o f  th e 
E-8/E-9 program, the warrant officer 

po s i ti o n  w a s  n o  l o n g er n eed ed  d o es  n o t 
h o l d  w a ter.  A l l  th e o th er mi l i ta ry  s erv i c es  
s ti l l  ef f ec ti v el y  ma i n ta i n  th ei r w a rra n t 
officer structure, even to the extent of 
a d d i n g  a n  a d d i ti o n a l  g ra d e o f  W - 5.  W i th  
all due respect to the fine job our senior 
a n d  c h i ef  ma s ter s erg ea n ts  a re d o i n g ,  I  
pers o n a l l y ,  a t th e a g e o f  9 0 a n d  f ro m a  
strictly finical standpoint, would rather 
reti re a t th e W - 4  o r W - 5 reti red  pa y .

Y es ,  i t i s  ti me th e A i r F o rc e re- ev a l u a ted  
i ts  c o mma n d  s tru c tu re a n d  ta p i n to  th e 
w ea l th  o f  ta l en t d o w n  i n  th e ra n k s !

 C W O  R o bert V .  B u s h ,
U SA F  ( R et. )

 Sw a n s bo ro ,  N . C .

P a u l  Sto n eh o u s e ra i s ed  a n  i n teres ti n g  
i s s u e,  i f  y o u  c a n  g et bey o n d  h i s  o bv i o u s  
enlisted vs. officer slant.  I agree with him 
th a t th e A i r F o rc e s h o u l d  c rea te a  w a rra n t 
officer branch for RPA pilots and other 
n o n c o mba t pi l o t po s i ti o n s .  U SA F  i s  th e 
o n l y  s erv i c e i n  N A T O  th a t d o es  n o t h a v e 
a technical officer corps, and it restricts 
o u r a bi l i ty  to  a d a pt to  c h a n g i n g  d ema n d s .

I  w a s  rec a l l ed  to  A c ti v e D u ty  i n  2009  
to fly RPAs after 10 years in retirement, 
a l o n g  w i th  s o me 4 0 o th er reti red  A i r F o rc e 
pi l o ts  a s s i g n ed  to  C reec h  A F B ,  N ev .  A l l  
o f  u s  w ere i n  o u r l a te 50s ,  mo s t o f  u s  
former fighter pilots.We named our group 
th e “ K n i g h ts  o f  V i a g ra ”  a n d  d es i g n ed  o u r 
o w n  mo ra l e pa tc h  w i th  th e mo tto :  “ A l w a y s  
Sta l w a rt” — o r i n  L a ti n ,  “ Semper E rec tu s . ”

Sto n eh o u se  w a s ri g h t i n  h i s a sse rti o n  
th a t th e y o u n g er g en era ti o n  d o es  a  mu c h  
better j o b o f  pl a yi n g  vi d eo  g a mes th a n  u s 
o l d  f o g i es. B u t th a t d o esn ’ t q u a l i f y th em 
to  be pi l o ts. W e retrea d s,  th e K n i g h ts o f  
V i a g ra ,  bro u g h t mu ch  n eed ed  ta ct i ca l  
a cu men  a n d  a vi a ti o n  ski l l s i n to  th e R P A  
c o mmu n i ty  th a t w a s  po pu l a ted  w i th  mo s tl y  
first-tour pilots and sensor operators. I 
o f ten  a ske d  my yo u n g er cr ew  members 
f o r h el p to  so rt o u t so me o f  th e co n f u si n g  
co mpu ter co mma n d s,  a n d  I  a ppreci a ted  
th ei r i n d u l g en ce .  B u t w h en  i t co mes to  
k i l l i n g  peo pl e w h o  d ea rl y  d es erv ed  to  d i e,  
th e exp eri en ce d  h a n d  w i n s eve ry ti me.
P l a yi n g  vi d eo  g a mes a g a i n st  i ma g i n a ry 
zo mbi es d o esn ’ t eve n  co me cl o se .

A s  a  pri o r- en l i s ted  tro o p ( E - 5,  19 7 2) ,  
prior warrant officer (CW-2, 1975), and 
reti red  A i r F o rc e pi l o t ( O - 5,  2013 ) ,  l et me 
c a s t my  v o te f o r th e es ta bl i s h men t o f  a n  
Air Force warrant officer corps that will fix 
ma n y  o f  th e pi l o t s h o rta g e pro bl ems  w e’ re 
facing today.Warrant officers should have 
a n  a s s o c i a te d eg ree o r 6 0 s emes ter h o u rs  
to w a rd  a  ba c h el o r ’ s  d eg ree,  a n d  a t l ea s t 
a n  F A A  c o mmerc i a l  l i c en s e f o r en try  i n to  
the RPA pilot program or certification to 
fly C-12s and such. But the finger on 
the trigger needs to be that of an officer.

M r.  Sto n eh o u s e,  a n d  a l l  th o s e o th er 
video gamers who think flying an MQ-1B 
P red a to r i s  s i mpl y  a  ma tter o f  c o mpu ter 

ex perti s e,  h a v e n o  i d ea  w h a t i t ta k es  
to fly a remotely piloted aircraft in com -
mon airspace, shared with fighters and 
tra n s po rts  a n d  bo mbers  i n  a  h o s ti l e 
en v i ro n men t,  w h i l e c o o rd i n a ti n g  w i th  
troops under fire. Let the video geeks 
en j o y  th ei r ps eu d o  w a rs ,  a n d  l ea v e th e 
res t o f  u s  to  d ef en d  th e c o u n try  w i th o u t 
y o u r s i l l y  c o n tri v a n c es .

L t.  C o l .  G a ry  P eppers ,
U SA F  ( R et. )

C a pe C o ra l ,  F l a .

A f ter rea d i n g  “ O pen  i t U p, ”  J u l y ,  p.  7 ,  
I  f el t i t n ec es s a ry  to  a d d  my  tw o  c en ts .  
I  c o u l d  w h o l eh ea rted l y  a g ree w i th  M r.  
Sto n eh o u s e o n  ma n y  o f  th e po i n ts  h e 
ma k es .  I  d o  ta k e ex c epti o n  to  h i s  c o m-
men t,  “ T o d a y ’ s  en l i s ted  A i r F o rc e i s  
ex c epti o n a l l y  ed u c a ted ,  a n d  y et th ey  
c o n ti n u e to  be trea ted  l i k e th e u n s c h o o l ed  
f o l k s  th ey  mi g h t h a v e been  50 y ea rs  a g o . ”

M y  ex peri en c e i n  th e A i r F o rc e o f  6 5 
to  4 2 y ea rs  a g o  w a s  th a t ma n y  o f  th e 
airmen were equally as proficient in the 
tec h n o l o g y  o f  th ei r ti me a s  th e c u rren t 
a i rmen  a re to d a y  i n  tec h n o l o g y  i n  th i s  
c u rren t ti me.  T h u s  my  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  
th ey  w ere a d eq u a tel y  s c h o o l ed  f o r th e 
ta s k s  th ey  f a c ed .  Si mi l a rl y ,  c u rren t a i r-
men  a re f a c i n g  v ery  d i f f eren t ta s k s ,  bu t 
s eem to  h a v e th e tra i n i n g /ed u c a ti o n  to  
a c c o mpl i s h  s a me.

E x a mpl es  o f  th e u n s c h o o l ed  w i th  
w h o m I  w o rk ed  d u ri n g  my  22- y ea r c a -
reer: All the officers had college degrees 
in fields such as electrical engineer -
i n g ,  el ec tro n i c  en g i n eeri n g ,  c h emi c a l  
en g i n eeri n g ,  c h emi s try ,  ma th ema ti c s ,  
a ero n a u ti c a l  en g i n eeri n g ,  a n d  g en era l  
engineering (24 semester hours in five 
d i f f eren t en g i n eeri n g  d i s c i pl i n es ) .  M a n y  
o f  th e N C O s  a n d  a i rmen  w ere s i mi l a rl y  
qualified by schooling. My feelings are 
th a t th ey  w ere a l l  a d eq u a tel y  s c h o o l ed  
f o r th e ta s k s  a t h a n d .

I  mu s t s a y  th a t I  d o  a g ree th a t th e A i r 
F o rc e s h o u l d  ma k e u s e o f  th e w a rra n t 
officer and limited-duty-officer program, 
w h i c h  th e A rmy  a n d  N a v y  s eem to  be 
a bl e to  u s e ef f ec ti v el y .  T h a t c erta i n l y  
w o u l d  h a v e been  s eri o u s l y  ta k en  i n to  
c o n s i d era ti o n  w h en  I  ma d e th e d ec i s i o n  
to  reti re a t a g e 4 0.

C M Sg t.  H a ro l d  W .  T h o ma s ,
U SA F  ( R et. )

Si erra  V i s ta ,  A ri z .

Captain Phillis
Y o u  o mi tted  C a pt.  Stev e P h i l l i s  f ro m 

th e l i s t o f  A - 10 Si l v er Sta r rec i pi en ts  
[“Airpower Classics: A-10 Thunderbolt 
II,” July, p. 80]. H e g a ve  h i s l i f e pro tect i n g  
h i s  w i n g ma n  d u ri n g  D es ert Sto rm. “ Sy ph ”  
was the epitome of a fighter pilot.

C o l .  J o h n  M .  P o u ti er,
U SA F  ( R et. )

Y o rk to w n ,  V a .
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