
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag-
a     zine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name and 
city/base and state are not accept-
able. Photographs can  not be used 
or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Japanese Fringe
John T. Correll’s article, “The Year 

of the Kamikaze” (August, p. 56) was 
well-written and accurate—up until the 
last paragraph. There he goes from fact 
to fi ction, offering a somewhat veiled 
warning that the Japanese public’s more 
favorable perception of the kamikaze 
potentially foreshadows a more militarily 
resurgent Japan. He couldn’t be further 
from the truth.

Correll asserts that the popularity of 
the recent movie “The Eternal Zero” is 
an example of this change in perception. 
However, he missed the nuance of the 
fi lm—the underlying theme of which is 
one that appears frequently in Japanese 
cinema—that the country was deceived 
and misled by its wartime leaders, yet the 
nation’s soldiers individually devoted their 
lives to honorably defend their country. 
The fi lm does not glorify the military or 
the kamikaze pilots—in fact it shows them 
as victims, forced to sacrifi ce their lives 
in what was clearly a futile endeavor.

Japan has some fairly high-profi le 
personalities with very far-right views; 
Retired Gen. Toshio Tamogami (a former 
Air Self-Defense Force Chief of Staff) and 
former Tokyo Mayor Shintaro Ishihara 
are examples. They seek a return to 
a militarily aggressive Japan and offer 
revisionist views regarding the country’s 
WW II atrocities. Yet their views are clearly 
on the fringe of Japanese society and not 
seen as credible by the general public. 

There is no more clear evidence of 
the public’s continuing commitment to 
pacifi sm than their opposition to Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s current, very mod-
est proposals to modify Japan’s consti-
tutional limits on collective self-defense. 
The most recent polling has these propos-
als being opposed by a large majority of 
the population: 53 percent against, only 
29 percent supporting (Asahi Shimbun, 
July 20, 2015). The primary reason for 
nonsupport, whether accurate or not, is 
a widespread belief that these changes 
will increase the possibility of Japan being 
involved in a military confl ict.

On a recent Sunday in late August, 
over 25,000 people demonstrated against 
these constitutional changes in downtown 
Tokyo, signifi cant given the general 
apathy of the pubic over the past several 
decades to political issues. While Prime 
Minister Abe desires, and the US govern-

ment supports, a more assertive military 
role for Japan in Asia, the Japanese 
public clearly has other ideas, and one 
can’t argue with their logic: As celebrated 
in September, Japan has remained at 
peace for 70 years. What other major 
industrialized country can make a similar 
statement? 

Col. James D. Brophy II,
USAF (Ret.)

Tokyo

I wrote “The Kamikazes: Japanese 
Suicide Units” for the July-August 1994 
issue of Naval Aviation News. It was 
part of that magazine’s series of com-
memorative articles observing the 50th 
anniversary of World War II. I enjoyed 
John T. Correll’s story. Many of his points 
agreed with my own, particularly that the 
overall effect of the kamikazes was “not 
strategically signifi cant in the long run.” 
Of course, sinking 33 Allied and damag-
ing 286 ships was not to be ignored. I 
doubt that if you were in those crews, 
you would consider the suicide attacks 
insignifi cant.

My father was on his way to a de-
stroyer off Okinawa in May 1945. He 
had left my mother in New York City, 
pregnant with me (I was born in early 
June, and she never knew exactly where 
he was.). He was standing at the bus 
stop at Alameda [Calif.], orders in hand, 
for a ride to the piers where he would 
catch a transport to Pearl Harbor and 
then out to his new assignment off 
Japan. At the last moment it seems, 
a jeep came up and its driver told him 
his orders had been changed. He was, 
indeed, going to Pearl, but had been 
reassigned to a top-secret shore unit 
making invasion maps—the ones to be 
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h el d  by  th e a m p h i bi ou s  u n i ts  a s  th ey  h i t 
th e bea ch  d u ri n g  th e a ctu a l  i n v a s i on  of  
th e h om e i s l a n d s  l a te i n  19 4 5 or 19 4 6 .  
T h a t w a s  a s  f a r w es t a s  h e g ot a s  th e 
J a p a n es e s u rren d ered  i n  A u g u s t.

W h i l e w ri ti n g  m y  k a m i k a z e s tory ,  I  
a s k ed  f el l ow  res ea rch er a n d  a u th or 
H en ry  S a k a i d a  f or i n f orm a ti on .  H e tol d  
m e,  “ T h ere w ere d i v i d ed  op i n i on s  a bou t 
th e k a m i k a z e ef f ort.  Z ero p i l ot [ a n d  top  
s u rv i v i n g  J a p a n es e a ce]  S a bu ro S a k a i  
w a s  i n i ti a l l y  f or i t,  bu t l a ter on ,  th ou g h t 
th a t i t w a s  a  com p l ete w a s te.  T h ere 
w ere oth ers  of  h i g h er ra n k  w h o f el t 
th e s a m e,  bu t th ey  h a d  to k eep  th ei r 
th ou g h ts  to th em s el v es . ”  H en ry  w en t 
on .  “ T h e s ca rci ty  of  a i rcra f t a t th e en d  
of  th e w a r a n d  f u el  w a s  v ery  ev i d en t.  
S ch ool k i d s  w en t ou t i n  th e m ou n ta i n s  
to g a th er p i n e con es ,  w h i ch  cou l d  be 
p roces s ed  to p rod u ce oi l  ( f u el ) .  S om e of  
th e bi p l a n e tra i n ers  u s ed  a l coh ol .  T h ey  
actually had plans to fly these biplanes 
in the final kamikaze raids.”

If you can find a copy, Kamikaze 
i s  a  m em oi r w ri tten  by  a  v ery  y ou n g  
Japanese army air force fighter pilot 
( H a y a bu s a /Os ca r)  w h o w a s  s a v ed  by  
th e J a p a n es e s u rren d er on l y  a  f ew  d a y s  
before he was scheduled to fly his own 
s u i ci d e m i s s i on .  T h e book  w a s  ori g i n a l l y  
p u bl i s h ed  by  B a l l a n ti n e i n  th e 19 50s ,  
bu t I  th i n k  i t h a s  been  rep u bl i s h ed  s i n ce 
th en .  A s  a n  i n trod u cti on  to m y  a rti cl e,  I  
u s ed  th e a u th or’ s  d es cri p ti on  w a tch i n g  
his lifelong friend fly an obsolete Type 

96 (Claude) fighter against Allied ships. 
I t i s  a  v ery  p ers on a l  a ccou n t th a t i s  w orth  
s ea rch i n g  ou t.

C m d r.  P eter B .  M ers k y ,
U S N R  ( R et. )

A l ex a n d ri a ,  V a .

Ar m  Ras s l in’
A  f ew  d a y s  a g o I  h a d  a  con v ers a ti on  

w i th  a n  A rm y  f ri en d .  W e w ere ta l k i n g  
a bou t cl os e a i r s u p p ort,  a n d  h e op i n ed  
th a t w h i l e th e A i r F orce h a d  “ d ev el op ed  
a  f ew  n i ch es ,  i ts  p ri m a ry  f u n cti on  re-
m a i n ed  to s u p p ort th e A rm y ”  [“Action 
in Congress,” June, p. 5]. A f ter a  f ew  
w ord s  of  ex ch a n g e,  w e d eci d ed  to ta l k  
a bou t g ol f .  L a ter I  beg a n  to th i n k  a bou t 
m i s s i on s  a n d  th e s erv i ces ,  a n d  th en  i t 
occu rred  to m e th a t w e a re a t i t a g a i n ,  
beh a v i n g  l i k e th e “ h ea v y  eq u i p m en t op -
era tors ”  a  f orm er C S A F  s u g g es ted  w e’ d  
becom e i f  w e d i d n ’ t el ev a te ou r th i n k i n g .  
There’s going to be an A-10 vs. F-35 fly-
of f  i n  2018  to d eterm i n e th e bes t C A S  
s ol u ti on  ( a n d  h op ef u l l y  a ch i ev e s om e 
m u ti n g  of  p ol i ti ca l  cri ti ci s m ) .  T h i s  A F  v s .  
A F  con tes t— s eei n g  w h i ch  p l a tf orm  s u i ts  
th e n eed s  of  ou r s i s ter s erv i ce— s eem s  
l i k e a  p retty  n a rrow  a ct,  l i k el y  s erv i n g  on l y  
to p ertu rb th e s erv i ce a n d  i ts  cri ti cs  a n d  
th e ev en tu a l  reci p i en ts  of  C A S  a s  w el l .  
S i n ce C A S  i s  a  m i s s i on ,  w h y  i s n ’ t th i s  
ev a l u a ti on  con s i d eri n g  a l l  th e res ou rces  
u s ed  s u p p orti n g  th e g rou n d  com m a n d er 
a n d  h i s  f orces ?  H ow  a n d  w h ere d o th e 
C obra  a n d  th e A p a ch e con tri bu te?  H ow  

a bou t th e P red a tor a n d  R ea p er?  I s n ’ t th e 
A C - 13 0 a  C A S  res ou rce,  too?  S eem s  l i k e 
w e a ctu a l l y  h a v e a  j oi n t i n v es tm en t i n  th e 
m i s s i on .  W ou l d n ’ t ou r j oi n t f u tu re ca p a bi l -
i ty  f or C A S  be better i f  w e l ook ed  a t th e 
s p ectru m  of  m i s s i on  res ou rces  ra th er th a n  
h a v i n g  a n  A i r F orce a rm  w res tl i n g  m a tch  
i n  p u bl i c?  N ot s u re w h y  2018  w a s  ch os en  
a s  th e s ta rt d a te f or th i s  com p a ri s on ,  bu t 
i t certa i n l y  g i v es  D OD  ti m e to op en  th e 
a p ertu re a n d  ex a m i n e th e m i s s i on ,  a n d  
n ot j u s t a  cou p l e of  p l a tf orm s .

C ol .  S tev e M os i er,  
U S A F  ( R et. )

W i l l i a m s bu rg ,  V a .

S p y p l ane V s .  S p y p l ane
Further clarification of the picture of 

th e “ A - 12s  s ecret C I A  s p y p l a n es , ”  J u n e 
2015,  p .  3 0.  C ol on el  M u tch  h a d  i t a l m os t 
p erf ectl y  a ccu ra te [“Letters: No Lake 
Wobegone,” August, p. 5].

F ol l ow i n g  a re s om e a d d i ti on a l  f a cts  
about these magnificent aircraft. Yes, the 
p i ctu re s h ow s  a n  a i rcra f t w i th  a  s econ d  
crew  s ta ti on  a n d  th e A - 12 w a s  a  s i n g l e-
s ea t a i rcra f t.  T h e p i ctu re i s  a n  S R - 7 1.  I  ca n  
tel l  th a t by  th e ta i l  N o.   17 9 6 4  (  a s  s een  
i n  en l a rg ed  d ep i cti on ) .  I t i s  a l s o tru e th a t 
th e A - 12 p rod u cti on  w a s  i n terru p ted  to 
accommodate the production of three YF-
12s. After the YF-12s, the assembly line 
w en t ba ck  to p rod u ce a  tota l  of  15 A - 12s ,  
of  w h i ch  12 w ere on e- s ea t a i rcra f t [ a n d ]  
th ree w ere tw o- s ea ters .  On e of  th e th ree 
w a s  a  tra i n er a n d  th e l a s t tw o p rod u cti on  
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p rev i ou s l y  w ou l d  h a v e been  p os s i bl e 
w i th  h u n d red s ,  i f  n ot th ou s a n d s ,  of  a t-
ta ck  s orti es .  T h a n k s  to J S T A R S ,  i t i s  
p os s i bl e to p u t a n  en em y  com m a n d er 
on  th e h orn s  of  a  d i l em m a  th a t h a s  n o 
s a ti s f a ctory  a n s w er.  I f  h e a ttem p ts  to 
m ov e h i s  f orces ,  J S T A R S  ta rg eti n g  
can inflict unacceptable losses; but 
i f  h e a ttem p ts  to red u ce h i s  a rm y ’ s  
v u l n era bi l i ty  by  n ot m ov i n g ,  h e l os es  
a l l  th e a d v a n ta g es  th a t m ov em en t ca n  
p rov i d e w h i l e s i m u l ta n eou s l y  a l l ow i n g  
m ore ti m e f or h i s  f orces  to be d etected ,  
l oca ted ,  ta rg eted  a n d  d es troy ed .

Y et d es p i te a l l  th e a d v a n t a g es  th a t 
J S T A R S ’  u n p reced en ted  ca p a bi l i t i es  
p rov i d e,  th e A i r F orce’ s  p l a n s  con -
t i n u e to s h ow ,  a s  C ol .  H en ry  L .  C y r,  
th e J S T A R S  w i n g  com m a n d er,  h a s  
s t a ted ,  th e s y s tem ’ s  m i s s i on  i s  “ n ot 
w el l  u n d ers tood . ”  I f  th e A i r F orce re-
a l l y  u n d ers tood  th e u n p reced en ted  
a d v a n t a g es  p os s i bl e w i t h  J S T A R S ,  i t 
w ou l d  n ot h a v e p rem a t u rel y  s top p ed  
th e s y s tem ’ s  p rod u cti on .  N or w ou l d  
i t h a v e f a i l ed  to eq u i p  th e E - 8  w i t h  
n ew  en g i n es  th a t w ou l d  h a v e d ra -
m a t i c a l l y  i n crea s ed  t h e s y s tem ’ s  
p erf orm a n ce,  ef f i c i en cy ,  a n d  rel i -
a bi l i t y .  I t i s  i n teres ti n g  th a t th e A i r 
F orce s a y s  th e E - 8  f l eet h a s  g row n  
i n crea s i n g l y  ex p en s i v e to m a i n t a i n  
d u e to i ts  a g e,  w h en  th e E - 3  f l eet 
i s  ev en  ol d er a n d  th e A i r F orce h a s  
eq u i p p ed  m a n y  oth er ty p es  of  ol d ,  bu t 
v a l u a bl e,  a i rcra f t w i t h  n ew  en g i n es .  
S o h ere w e a re i n  th e m i d s t of  a  w a r 
w i t h  I S I S  w i t h ou t en ou g h  J S T A R S  

to p rov i d e a d eq u a te cov era g e of  th e 
a rea s  w h ere I S I S  i s  op era ti n g ,  a n d  th e 
A i r F orce i s  p l a n n i n g  to cu t th e s i z e of  
th e ex i s t i n g  J S T A R S  f l eet i n  ord er to 
s a v e m on ey  f or i ts  rep l a cem en t w i t h  a  
n ew ,  s m a l l er j et th a t w on ’ t be rea d y  to 
op era te u n t i l  2023 .  I  a m  tru l y  a m a z ed !

L t.  C ol .  P ri ce T .  B i n g h a m ,
U S A F  ( R et. )

M el bou rn e,  F l a .

S p ies  o n G u am
T h e A u g u s t 2015 Air Force Magazine 

a rti cl e “ B om bers  on  G u a m ”  [p. 20] s ta tes  
th a t bom bers  h a v e been  rota ti n g  to G u a m  
s i n ce 2004  a s  p a rt of  U S A F ’ s  s tra teg i c 
d eterren ce m i s s i on .

M a y be n ot con ti n u ou s l y ,  bu t i t’ s  been  
g oi n g  on  a  l ot l on g er th a n  th a t.

D u ri n g  th e s u m m ers  of  19 53  a n d  19 54 ,  
I was a member of the 509th BW, flying 
th e B - 50D ,  w i th  a  n u cl ea r m i s s i on ,  d oi n g  
th ree- m on th  T D Y s  to G u a m  i n  s u p p ort 
of  th e K orea n  W a r.

I ’ v e a l w a y s  f el t ou r w i n g  w a s  a n  i m -
p orta n t f a ctor i n  es ta bl i s h i n g  th e tru ce.  
W h en  th e N orth  K orea n s  a n d  C h i n es e 
w a l k ed  ou t of  p ea ce ta l k s ,  ou r w i n g  
w en t to a  v ery  v i s i bl e a l ert s ta t u s .  A  
f ew  d a y s  l a ter th e ta l k s  res u m ed  a n d  
w e k n ow  th e res t of  th e s tory .  I t ’ s  m y  
bel i ef  th a t th e ( k n ow n )  s p i es  on  G u a m  
rep orted  th a t th e A m eri ca n s  w ere g et-
ti n g  s eri ou s  a n d  m a y be i t w a s  ti m e to 
retu rn  to th e ta bl e!

L t.  C ol .  G eorg e M .  G ord on ,
U S A F  ( R et. )
S tu a rt,  F l a .

a i rcra f t w ere A - 12s  d es i g n a ted  a s  M - 21s .  
T h es e a i rcra f t ca rri ed  a  recon n a i s a n ce 
d ron e on  top  of  th e a f t f u s el a g e.  T h a t 
p rog ra m  w a s  k n ow n  a t “ T a g boa rd . ”  T h e 
s econ d  s ea t a ccom m od a ted  th e l a u n ch  
control officer (LCO) who launched the 
d ron e a t a p p rox i m a tel y  M a ch  3 . 2.

C ol .  S a m  U rs i n i ,
U S A F  ( R et. )

R a n ch o S a n ta  F e,  C a l i f .

J S T ARS ,  t h e T r ans f o r m er
I t i s  g rea t th a t th e A i r F orce s a y s  i t p l a n s  

to k eep  i ts  I S R  i ron  tri a d  [“ISR Iron Triad,” 
August, p. 38] v i a bl e f or d eca d es  to com e.  
U n f ortu n a tel y ,  th es e p l a n s  s h ow  th a t th e 
A i r F orce s ti l l  d oes  n ot f u l l y  a p p reci a te 
h ow  th e u n p reced en ted  ca p a bi l i ti es  of  
th e E - 8  J S T A R S  a re tra n s f orm i n g  th e 
w a y  w e d ef ea t l a n d  f orces .  

N a p ol eon  ex p l a i n ed  w h y  a  p l a tf orm  
l i k e J S T A R S  i s  s o i m p orta n t w h en  h e 
s a i d  th a t “ a p ti tu d e f or w a r i s  a p ti tu d e f or 
m ov em en t.  . . .  V i ctory  i s  to th e a rm i es  
w h i ch  m a n eu v er. ”  M ov em en t i s  h ow  
a rm i es  crea te th e k ey  a d v a n ta g es  of  
s u rp ri s e,  m a s s ,  a n d  p os i ti on .  B u t n ow  
J S T A R S  m a k es  i t p os s i bl e to ex p l oi t th e 
i m p orta n ce of  a n  a rm y ’ s  m ov em en t w i th  
i ts  u n p reced en ted  a bi l i ty  to d etect,  l oca te,  
tra ck ,  a n d  ta rg et v eh i cl es  a ttem p ti n g  
to m ov e th rou g h ou t a  l a rg e a rea ,  ev en  
w h en  th es e v eh i cl es  m ov e a t n i g h t or i n  
ba d  w ea th er.  A n a l y s i s  a n d  ex p eri en ce 
s h ow  th a t th i s  ca p a bi l i ty  i s  a n  ex trem el y  
p ow erf u l  f orce m u l ti p l i er,  a l l ow i n g  a  
rel a ti v el y  s m a l l  n u m ber of  a tta ck  a i rcra f t 
to h a v e a n  ev en  g rea ter i m p a ct th a n  
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