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Micromanaging Carter 
The recent editorial, “Carter’s Com-

ing Challenges,” was right on target 
[January, p. 3]. The facts as presented 
certainly leave many to believe that his 
tenure back in the Pentagon, albeit at 
a higher level of responsibility, will be 
micromanaged by the Administration. 
Secretary-designee Carter is a brilliant 
man with many years inside the Belt-
way and in the Pentagon, so given the 
chance to excel, he might do very well 
by our national security interests. If, 
however, the current trend of microman-
agement by people who have little or no 
military experience continues, we will 
see yet another SECDEF leave early. 
We will be watching very carefully the 
dialogue between the new chairmen of 
the Senate and House Armed Service 
Committees and Mr. Carter.

Again, many thanks for the great 
article in the January edition.

CMSgt. John “Doc” McCauslin,
USAF (Ret.)
San Antonio

Vipers Down Under
Vipers in Australia, Round 1?
I enjoyed reading “Back in Black” 

in the January 2015 issue [p. 34]. It 
reminded me of Viper South 92, when 
the 35th Fighter Squadron from Kunsan 
AB, South Korea, deployed through 
Darwin to RAAF Base Williamtown in 
September 1992.

We had planned to depart Kunsan 
at the end of August, but we were de-
layed until Sept. 1, when we deployed 
12 F-16s and a KC-10 to Darwin. We 
could not make it to Williamtown (near 
Newcastle, NSW) that day, possibly 
because of a weather delay out of 
Kunsan. The Australians were magnifi-
cent hosts, putting the USAF team up 
for the night in the Darwin Travelodge 
downtown, and launching all of us out 
on Sept. 2. We were able to spend 
some time walking around Darwin 
the afternoon and evening of Sept. 1.

We arrived at RAAF Williamtown 
Sept. 2, in the afternoon, where we 

were welcomed by the RAAF with a 
barbecue. The 77 Squadron (F/A-
18A and B at the time), 2 Operational 
Conversion Unit, and the 3 Control 
& Reporting Unit were our hosts and 
training partners during the two-week 
DACT exercise. We were able to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the 77 
Squadron, too, as it had stood up in 
1942. According to an 8th Fighter Wing 
public affairs article, the 35th Fighter 
Squadron was the first F-16 unit to 
deploy to RAAF Williamtown. These 
F-16s may have been the first Vipers 
to deploy to Australia, too.

We participated in air-to-air and air-
to-ground training during the exercise, 
with the aerial engagements primarily 
taking place over water.

Our lodging during the deployment 
was in Newcastle, at Noah’s On the 
Beach, and we were hosted by the 
local community much like our RAAF 
friends at Darwin and Williamtown had 
hosted us.

We redeployed to Kunsan with a 
KC-10 on Sept. 13, 1992, meeting up 
with KC-135s on the way. Col. Steve 
Polk, the Wolf, met each jet as it parked 
that afternoon. All in all, a great training 
deployment!

On a related note, in an attempt to 
help update the record on USAF fighter 
deployments to Australia, the 132nd 
Fighter Wing (ANG), Des Moines, Iowa, 
also executed DACT at Williamtown 
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i n  F e b r u ary  t o  March 2011 ( S e n t r y  
D o w n  U n d e r ) .

I n  ad d i t i o n ,  t h e  18 t h A g g r e s s o r 
S q u ad ro n  f ro m  E i e l s o n  A F B ,  A l as k a,  
d e p l o y e d  t o  W i l l i am t o w n  f ro m  F e b r u -
ary  t o  March 2013 ,  an d  t o  R A A F  B as e  
A m b e r l e y  i n  F e b r u ary  t o  March 2014  
( L i g ht n i n g  V i p e r) .  T he re  m ay  hav e  b e e n  
o t he r U S A F  f i g ht e r d e p l o y m e n t s  t o  
A u s t ral i a i n  t he  l as t  10 y e ars  as  w e l l .

T han k s  f o r a g re at  art i cl e — an d  f o r 
t he  m e m o r y  j o g g e r !

C o l .  P at  Mi l l e r,
U S A F

J B  E l m e n d o r f - R i chard s o n ,  
A l as k a

T hi s  w as  a v e ry  w e l l - w r i t t e n  art i cl e  
ab o u t  ho w  t he  U n i t e d  S t at e s  u s e s  i t s  
T o t al  F o rce  t o  p ro j e ct  p o w e r aro u n d  
t he  w o r l d .  H o w e v e r,  i t  n e g l e ct e d  o n e  
v e ry  i m p o r t an t  p art  o f  t he  s t o ry .  P l e as e  
al l o w  m e  t o  an s w e r y o u r q u e s t i o n  f ro m  
t he  t i t l e  p ag e :  H o w  d o  F - 16  u n i t s  g e t  
f ro m  W as hi n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  N e w  J e r s e y ,  
an d  S o u t h K o re a t o  A u s t ral i a?  T he  
an s w e r :  a w ho l e  l o t  o f  t an k e r s !

N o w  as k  A MC  ho w  m an y  t an k e r s  
t he s e  m o v e s  re q u i r e d .  Y o u  m ay  b e  
s u r p r i s e d  t he  l e v e l  o f  d e p e n d e n c y  
w e  hav e  o n  ai r re f u e l i n g .  R e m e m b e r :  
N o b o d y  K i c k s  A s s  W i t ho u t  T an k e r 
G as — n o b o d y !

C o l .  W .  Mi chae l  G u i l l o t ,
U S A F  ( R e t . )

Mo n t g o m e r y ,  A l a.

B ab y ,  It ’ s  Co l d  Ou t s i d e
 I n  J u n e  o f  19 8 2,  I  had  t he  p ri v i l e g e  

o f  l e ad i n g  t he  A i r F o rce ’ s  f i r s t  K C - 10A  
s u p p o r t  t e am  t o  t he  an n u al  O p e ra-
t i o n  D e e p  F re e z e  m i d w i n t e r ai rd ro p  
o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r t he  A n t arct i c s ci e n ce  
p e r s o n n e l  at  McMu rd o  S t at i o n  an d  
t he  S o u t h P o l e  [“Ice Boxes,” Decem-
ber 2014, p. 52]. O u r l o n e  E x t e n d e r 
re p l ace d  t hre e  K C - 13 5 S t rat o t an k e r s  
p re v i o u s l y  re q u i r e d  t o  re f u e l  a carg o -
l ad e n  C - 14 1B  S t arl i f t e r.  W e  l an d e d  a 
co u p l e  o f  d ay s  e arl y  at  t he  A u ck l an d ,  
N e w  Z e al an d ,  ai rp o rt ,  w i t h i t s  l e n g t hy  
ru n w ay  o n  N o r t h I s l an d .  O u r re ce i v e r 
w as  al re ad y  p ark e d  at  t he  C hri s t chu rch 
A i rp o r t  o n  S o u t h I s l an d .  T he  m i s s i o n  
p l an  w as  s i m p l e :  T he  C - 14 1B  w o u l d  
t ak e  o f f  he ad i n g  s o u t h,  an d  w e  w o u l d  
l au n ch an d  o v e r t ak e  o u r re ce i v e r w i t h 
an  e n  ro u t e  re n d e z v o u s .

A rri v al  at  t he  b u s y  ci v i l i an  ai rp o rt  
d i d  n o t  g o  u n n o t i ce d .  I  w as  m ars hal e d  
ri g ht  u p  t o  a j e t w ay  p u t t i n g  m e  at  e y e  
l e v e l  w i t h a f l o ck  o f  K i w i  t rav e l e r s  f i l l -
i n g  t he  s e co n d  s t o r y  l o b b y ,  g aw k i n g  
at  o u r b ran d - n e w  A i r F o rce  j u m b o  j e t .  
L at e r,  i t  w as  o u r t u r n  t o  g aw k  w he n  a 
b u b b l y ,  p e t i t e  w o m an  m arche d  ri g ht  
u p  t o  o u r cre w  w ai t i n g  f o r a b u s .  S he  
an n o u n ce d :  “ My  n am e  i s  S hi rl e y  T e m p l e  
B l ack ! ”  A n d  i n d e e d  i t  w as  t he  w o r l d  
f am o u s  S hi rl e y  T e m p l e ,  chi l d  m o v i e  

s t ar an d  f o r m e r U S  am b as s ad o r t o  
G han a.  S he  w as  i n  t o w n  t o  v i s i t  N e w  
Z e al an d ’ s  P ri m e  Mi n i s t e r an d  n e v e r 
p as s e d  u p  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s ay  H i  t o  
t he  t ro o p s .  W e  i n v i t e d  he r f o r a g ran d  
t o u r o f  o u r K C - 10,  w hi ch s he  g raci o u s l y  
acce p t e d .  S he  e v e n  au t o g rap he d  t he  
s hi p ’ s  m ai n t e n an ce  l o g .

 O n  m i s s i o n  d ay ,  w e  ro l l e d  o n t o  
t he  b i g  ru n w ay  at  o u r m ax i m u m  t ak e -
o f f  g ro s s  w e i g ht  o f  59 0, 000 p o u n d s .  
A g a i n s t  t hat ,  w e  ap p l i e d  157 , 500 
p o u n d s  o f  t hru s t  f ro m  t hre e  y o w l i n g  
G e n e ral  E l e ct ri c C F 6 - 50C 2 t u rb o f an  j e t  
e n g i n e s .  T he  t i m e  w as  0500;  w e  p ro b -
ab l y  w o k e  u p  s o m e  o f  t he  n e i g hb o rs .  
I t  w as  t he  s ho rt e s t  d ay  o f  t he  y e ar 
D o w n  U n d e r,  al b e i t  s che d u l e d  t o  b e  
a v e ry  l o n g  d ay  f o r u s .  W e  s o o n  had  
g o o d  rad i o  co n t act  w i t h o u r re ce i v e r,  
an d  he  w as  o n  co u rs e / o n  t i m e  f o r o u r 
j o i n  u p .  O f  n o t e ,  w e  w e r e  he ad i n g  d u e  
s o u t h t o w ard  A n t arct i ca an d  t he  S o u t h 
P o l e ,  w i t ho u t  t he  b e n e f i t  o f  a n av i g at o r 
o n b o ard .  H o w e v e r,  w e  d i d  hav e  a f i n e  
t ri p l e  I N S  ( i n e r t i al  n av i g at i o n  s y s t e m ) .

T he  w e at he r co n d i t i o n s  w e r e  g o o d ,  
w i t h t he  e x ce p t i o n  o f  t he  o u t s i d e  ai r 
t e m p e rat u re  re g i s t e r i n g  a b ri s k  - 9 5 d e -
g r e e s  F ahre n he i t .  O u r b o o m  o p e rat o r 
n o t e d  t hat  hi s  co n t r o l s  w e r e  s l u g g i s h 
b u t  u s ab l e .

W e  cau g ht  u p  w i t h,  an d  p u l l e d  ahe ad  
o f ,  o u r re ce i v e r,  t he n  cl e are d  hi m  t o  
t he  co n t act  p o s i t i o n .  H e  i m m e d i at e l y  
b e g an  t ak i n g  o n  f u e l .  T he  he av y  carg o  
j e t  w al l o w e d  a b i t  as  t he  re f u e l i n g  p ro -
g r e s s e d .  W e  w e r e  o n l y  s che d u l e d  f o r 
t he  s i n g l e  o f f - l o ad ,  b u t  o f f e r e d  t o  o rb i t  
n e arb y  i n  cas e  w e  w e r e  n e e d e d .  T he  
d ro p  o v e r McMu rd o  S t at i o n  w e n t  as  
p l an n e d  an d  w e  w e re  re l e as e d  t o  re t u rn  
t o  A u ck l an d .  T he  C - 14 1 he ad e d  t o w ard  
t he  S o u t h P o l e  S t at i o n .  D u r i n g  t he  
McMu rd o  d ro p ,  t he  carg o  t e am  o p e n e d  
t he  l arg e  cl am s he l l  p e t al  d o o r s  i n  t he  
af t  s e ct i o n  o f  t he  ai rcraf t .  H o w e v e r,  
t he re  w as  co n ce rn  t hat  t he  hars he r 
w e at he r at  t he  p o l e  co u l d  cau s e  t he  
d o o r s  t o  re m ai n  s t u ck  i n  t he  o p e n e d  
p o s i t i o n ,  cau s i n g  g r e at l y  i n cre as e d  
f u e l  co n s u m p t i o n .  A l s o ,  t he re  w o u l d  
b e  d i f f i cu l t y  w i t h ai rcraf t  p re s s u r i z a-
t i o n .  T he  al t e rn at i v e  re q u i re d  u s i n g  t he  
s m al l e r s i d e  t ro o p  d o o r s ,  p l u s  a l o t  o f  
m u s cl e .  T he  carg o  s e ct i o n  co u l d  e as i l y  
b e co m e  a d e at h t rap  w i t h t he  co l d  ai r 
an d  l o w  o x y g e n  l e v e l s .  W e  w e r e  w e l l  
o n  o u r w ay  b ack  t o  A u ck l an d  w he n  
w e  re ce i v e d  an  u rg e n t  cal l  f ro m  t he  
C - 14 1:  T he  p o r t  t ro o p  hat ch co u l d  n o t  
b e  s e cu re d .  W e  w e r e  t o o  f ar aw ay  t o  
re n d e r an y  as s i s t an ce .  T he  s i t u at i o n  
l o o k e d  p re t t y  g ri m .  T he n ,  o u t  o f  t he  b l u e ,  
w e  re ce i v e d  an  al l - cl e ar cal l .  W he w .

T he  n e x t  d ay ,  af t e r s o m e  w e l l  d e -
s e r v e d  cre w  re s t ,  w e  j o i n e d  u p  w i t h 
o u r n e w  f ri e n d s  an d  p u m p e d  4 4 , 000 
p o u n d s  o f  f u e l  t o  t he m ,  al l o w i n g  t he i r 
n o n s t o p  f l i g ht  t o  t he  W e s t  C o as t .  W e  

s t i l l  had  e n o u g h f u e l  t o  f l y  16  ho u rs  
n o n s t o p  b ack  t o  o u r ho m e  s t at i o n  at  
B ark s d al e  A F B ,  L a.

T he  19 8 3  K C - 10 D e e p  F re e z e  t e am  
m ad e  s u r e  t hat  t he i r C - 14 1 re ce i v e r 
w as  s che d u l e d  f o r at  l e as t  t w o  ai r 
re f u e l i n g s !

L t .  C o l .  C harl e s  E .  B ai l e y ,
U S A F  ( R e t . )

P l ace n t i a,  C al i f .

F r e d e r i ck  J o hn s e n ’ s  g re at  art i cl e  
ab o u t  t he  19 8 3  m i d w i n t e r A n t arct i c 
ai rd ro p  ( “ I ce  B o x e s ” )  i n  y o u r D e ce m -
b e r e d i t i o n  hi g hl i g ht e d  t he  d an g e r had  
t he  C - 14 1’ s  p e t al  d o o r s  f ro z e n  o p e n  
af t e r a d ro p .  F o r t u n at e l y ,  t hat  d i d n ’ t  
hap p e n ,  b u t  i t  p ro m p t s  m e  t o  re cal l ,  
as  accu rat e l y  as  I  can ,  a “ f ro z e n  e p i -
s o d e ”  t hat  d i d  o ccu r o v e r A n t arct i ca i n  
O ct o b e r o f  19 8 5.  

 E v e r y  y e ar,  an  i ce  ru n w ay  at  Mc-
Mu rd o  S t at i o n ,  A n t arct i ca,  i s  u s e d  f o r 
l an d i n g s  d u r i n g  t he  A n t arct i c s u m m e r 
an d  t he n  i s  ab an d o n e d  d u r i n g  w i n t e r.  
A s  t he  i ce  i s  t ran s i e n t ,  e ach y e ar a 
n e w  ru n w ay  i s  e s t ab l i s he d — d i f f e r e n t  
l o cat i o n ,  o ri e n t at i o n ,  e t c.  I n  19 8 5,  a 
g ro u n d - b as e d  P re ci s i o n  A p p ro ach R a-
d ar ( P A R )  w as  av ai l ab l e  an d  i n s t al l e d  
o n  t he  i ce ,  b u t  o b v i o u s l y  i t  co u l d  n o t  
b e  f l i g ht  che ck e d  u n t i l  t he  f i r s t  f l i g ht  
cam e  i n .  My  S t rat e g i c A i r C o m m an d  
( S A C )  K C - 10 cre w  an d  I  d e p l o y e d  f ro m  
March A F B ,  C al i f . ,  t o  C hri s t chu rch,  N e w  
Z e al an d ,  t o  p ro v i d e  re f u e l i n g  s u p p o r t  
t o  a Mi l i t ary  A i r l i f t  C o m m an d  ( MA C )  
C - 14 1 f ro m  McC ho rd  A F B ,  W as h. ,  t o  
i n i t i at e  t he  s u m m e r ’ s  re s u p p l y  f l i g ht s  
b e t w e e n  C hri s t chu rch an d  McMu rd o .  
MA C  co n t r o l l e d  t he  U S  f l i g ht  o p e ra-
t i o n s  o u t  o f  C hri s t chu rch an d  had  a 
l i e u t e n an t  co l o n e l  i n  charg e .  

 T he  p l an  w as  t o  hav e  o u r K C - 10 re -
f u e l  t he  C - 14 1 a f e w  ho u rs  af t e r t ak e o f f  
an d  re t u r n  t o  C hri s t chu rch w hi l e  t he  
C - 14 1 co n t i n u e d  t o  McMu rd o ,  ab o u t  
2, 200 m i l e s  s o u t h o f  C hri s t chu rch.  T he  
d e t ai l s  o f  t he  C - 14 1 f u e l  p l an  are  l o s t  
t o  m e ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t he  C - 14 1 w as  t o  
re ce i v e  e n o u g h f u e l  f ro m  u s  t o  b e  ab l e  
t o  f l y  t o  McMu rd o  an d  s ho o t  a m i s s e d  
ap p ro ach i f  n e e d  b e  an d  s t i l l  hav e  s u f -
f i ci e n t  f u e l  t o  re t u r n  t o  N e w  Z e al an d .  
T he  C - 14 1 ai rcraf t  co m m an d e r w as  a 
C ap t ai n  S u rrat t ,  i f  I  re cal l  co rre ct l y ,  an d  
he  cam e  t o  m e  d u ri n g  m i s s i o n  p l an n i n g  
t o  as k  i f ,  i n s t e ad  o f  u s  acco m p an y i n g  
t he  C - 14 1 o n l y  p art  w ay  t o  McMu rd o ,  
co u l d  w e  t ak e  o f f  w i t h s u f f i ci e n t  f u e l  
t o  g o  t he  d i s t an ce  an d  al s o  re f u e l  
t he  C - 14 1 o n  t he  w ay  ho m e  “ i n  cas e  
s o m e t hi n g  w e n t  w ro n g . ”  T hat  w as  e as -
i l y  w i t hi n  t he  K C - 10’ s  cap ab i l i t i e s  an d  
I  re ad i l y  co n cu rre d  w i t h hi s  t hi n k i n g .  
W e  w e n t  t o  t he  l i e u t e n an t  co l o n e l  w i t h 
t he  n e w  p l an  an d  he  s ho t  i t  d o w n ,  n o t  
w an t i n g  t o  b u r n  t he  e x t ra f u e l  o r f l i g ht  
t i m e  f o r a l o n g - s ho t  co n t i n g e n cy .  W e  
cap t ai n s  hu d d l e d  a b i t ,  d e ci d e d  t o  hi t  
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t he  ce n t e r o f  t he  l i n e  o n e  m o r e  t i m e ,  
an d  t he  l i e u t e n an t  co l o n e l  re l u ct an t l y  
re l e n t e d ,  “ j u s t  t hi s  o n ce . ”

 L o n g  an d  e x ci t i n g  s t o ry  s ho rt ,  w e  
co n d u ct e d  t he  p l an n e d  re f u e l i n g  an d  
co n t i n u e d  s o u t h,  w hi l e  t he  w e at he r 
at  McMu rd o  u n e x p e ct e d l y  al s o  w e n t  
“ s o u t h. ”  W e  o rb i t e d  o v e rhe ad  McMu rd o  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t he  C - 14 1’ s  ap p ro ach o n  t he  
rad i o  an d  w hat  an  e x ci t i n g  ap p ro ach i t  
w as :  T he  g ro u n d  co n t ro l l e r w as  cal l -
i n g  he ad i n g s ,  d i s t an ce s ,  an d  d e s ce n t  
i n f o rm at i o n  f ro m  t he  P A R  t hat  d i d  n o t  
co rre l at e  at  al l  w i t h w hat  t he  McMu rd o -
e x p e ri e n ce d  n av i g at o r o n  t he  C - 14 1 w as  
s e e i n g  o n  hi s  s co p e  as  he  co n d u ct e d  
an  A i rb o rn e  R ad ar- D i re ct e d  A p p ro ach 
(ARDA) using radar reflectors that had 
b e e n  p o s i t i o n e d  at  t he  e n d s  o f  t he  
ru n w ay .  T he  d i s cre p an ci e s  re s u l t e d  i n  
m u ch co n f u s i o n ,  an d  w i t h n o  o u t s i d e  
v i s i b i l i t y ,  C ap t ai n  S u rrat t  co n d u ct e d  a 
m i s s e d  ap p ro ach f ro m  a f e w  hu n d re d  
f e e t  ab o v e  t he  g ro u n d .  A n x i o u s  p e rs o n -
n e l  o n  t he  g ro u n d  re p o rt e d  t hat  t he y  
he ard  t he  ai rcraf t  g o  b y  ( s o m e w he re  
cl o s e )  i n  t he  b l o w i n g  s n o w .  A  l i t t l e  
re g ro u p i n g  an d  m u ch d i s cu s s i o n  re -
s u l t e d  i n  a s e co n d  at t e m p t ,  w i t h s i m i l ar 
conflicting approach guidance and lack 
o f  an y  v i s u al  co n t act  w i t h t he  g ro u n d ,  
s o  C ap t ai n  S u rrat t  w i s e l y  cho s e  t o  g o  
m i s s e d  ap p ro ach ag ai n  an d  t hi s  t i m e  
he ad  f o r C hri s t chu rch.  

 H e re ’ s  t he  “ f ro z e n  e p i s o d e ”  an d  t he  
s al u t e  t o  f o re s i g ht :  A s  t he  C - 14 1 cl i m b e d  
out to join us for the trip back to Christ -
chu rch,  I  b e l i e ve  i t  w as t he  n o se  g e ar t hat  
re m ai n e d  f ro z e n ,  re f u s i n g  t o  re t ract  an d  
cre at i n g  a d rag  co n d i t i o n  t hat  w o u l d  hav e  
p re cl u d e d  t he  s t i l l - l o ad e d  C - 14 1 f ro m  
making any landfall outside of Antarctica. 
A l t ho u g h t he  co n d i t i o n  e v e n t u al l y  w as  
re s o l v e d ,  I  can  g u aran t e e  t hat  t he  cre w  
o f  t he  C - 14 1 w as  v e ry  hap p y  w he n  t he  
K C - 10’ s  ai r re f u e l i n g  b o o m  s e at e d  i n  
t he i r re f u e l i n g  re ce p t acl e  an d  t he  f u e l  
began to flow! Upon hearing the story, 
I  b e l i e v e  t hat  t he  l i e u t e n an t  co l o n e l  w as  
thankful as well. Subsequent missions 
e n j o y e d  b e t t e r w e at he r,  a re cal i b rat e d  
P A R ,  an d  m u ch s u cce s s .

 I  s al u t e  al l  t ho s e  w ho  co n t i n u e  t o  
hav e  t he  ho n o r t o  e x e cu t e  t he  A i r F o rce  
m i s s i o n  t o d ay .

Brig. Gen. Thomas E. Stickford,
USAF (Ret.)

Burke, Va.

S h o w  Me t h e Mo ney  
I am skeptical of Mr. Tirpak’s claim 

i n  t he  n e x t - t o - l as t  p arag rap h o f  s u b j e ct  
art i cl e  t hat  t he  P e n t ag o n  co m p e n s at i o n  
s y s t e m  has  “ b al l o o n e d  t o  co n s u m e  m o re  
t han  t w o - t hi rd s  o f  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g ”  
[“Aperture: Top-level Transition,” Janu-
ary, p. 8]. I f  he  can  s u p p o rt  s u ch a cl ai m ,  
i t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e re s t i n g  t o  s e e  al l  o f  t he  

i f s ,  an d s ,  an d  b u t s  an d  o t he r d i s cl ai m e rs  
t hat  g o  w i t h t he  d at a.  

J o e  H i g g i n s
G re e n v i l l e ,  S . C .

T h e W il l  t o  K il l
I  d o n ’ t  g e t  i t :  H o w  d i d  w e  w i n  W o rl d  

W ar I I ?  W e  ce rt ai n l y  co u l d  n o t  hav e  
w o n  i t  t o d ay  w i t h o u r cu rre n t  P re s i d e n t ,  
C o n g re s s ,  S u p re m e  C o u rt ,  m i l i t ary  l e ad -
ership, and weapons acquisition system.

Concerning weapons acquisition, 
how much time and ink and how many 
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l ars  m u s t  b e  e x p e n d e d  
co n ce rn i n g  t he  A - 10 [“What’s Next for 
CAS?,” December 2014, p. 34]? H as an y 
w e ap o n s  s y s t e m  o t he r t han  t he  M- 16  
(problems in Vietnam) ever received this 
m u ch co n g re s s i o n al  at t e n t i o n ?

T he  p ro b l e m  i s  t hat  t he  w e ap o n s  
acquisition process has two aspects: a 
m i l i t ary  as p e ct  an d  a p o l i t i cal  as p e ct .  T he  
p o l i t i cal  as p e ct  s e e m s  t o  b e  w i n n i n g  w i t h 
t he  A - 10,  w i t h co n g re s s i o n al  m e d d l i n g  i n  
the decision whether to keep or to retire 
t he  A - 10.  W hat  i s  as t o n i s hi n g  ab o u t  
Congress is its lack of understanding 
o f  t he  m i l i t ary .  A l t ho u g h s o m e  C o n g re s s  
m e m b e rs  are  v e t e ran s ,  w hat  d o e s  t he  
average Congress member know about 
t he  m i l i t ary ?  H o w  m an y  t i m e s  has  t he  
av e rag e  C o n g re s s  m e m b e r cal l e d  f o r 
cl o s e  ai r s u p p o rt  ( C A S ) ?  H o w  d o e s  
that member know if the A-10 is the 
b e s t  m e an s  o f  d e l i v e ri n g  C A S ?  W hat  
hap p e n e d  t o  d e f e rri n g  t o  e x p e rt s  s u ch 
as military members who have flown or 
used the A-10 or who know something 
ab o u t  i t  b as e d  o n  re al - t i m e  e x p e ri e n ce  
w i t h t he  A - 10?

I m ag i n e  t he  an g s t ,  d e l ay ,  an d  l o s t  
l i v e s  i n  W o rl d  W ar I I  i f  i t  had  t he  w e ap -
ons acquisition process we have today. 
T he  B - 29  w o u l d  hav e  b e e n  d e l ay e d  f o r 
y e ars ,  co s t i n g  co u n t l e s s  l i v e s .

Talk about sequestration: Here is an 
idea. Sequester the service Chiefs and 
t he i r w e ap o n s  e x p e rt s  i n  a ro o m  w i t h t he  
P re s i d e n t  an d  d e t e rm i n e  w hat  w e ap o n s  
are  n e e d e d .  T he n  t e l l  C o n g re s s  w hat  t he  
military requires. If Congress balks, the 
P re s i d e n t  w i l l  v e t o  e v e ry  p i e ce  o f  l e g i s l a-
t i o n  u n t i l  C o n g re s s  d e f e rs  t o  t he  e x p e rt s .

T w o  ad j u n ct s  t o  o u r d y s f u n ct i o n al  
weapons acquisition process: One is 
our lack of competence in employing our 
military might, and two is our lack of a 
national will to kill in using our military. 
T he  t i t l e  o f  A d am  H e b e rt ’ s  e d i t o ri al  i n  
y o u r D e ce m b e r i s s u e  s ay s  i t  al l :  “ W i n  
o r G o  H o m e . ”  W e  hav e  s p e n t  y e ars  i n  
A f g han i s t an  f o r w hat  re s u l t ?  T he  B ri t i s h 
were cruel and could not conquer it; the 
S o v i e t s  w e re  cru e l e r an d  co u l d  n o t  co n -
quer it. What makes anyone think that 
we can conquer it? Had we a national 
will to kill and military leaders such as 
w e  had  i n  W o rl d  W ar I I ,  t he  A f g han i s t an  

War could have been won and quickly.
We lost our national will to kill after 

W o rl d  W ar I I .  I s rae l  has  i t ,  w hi ch i s  
w hy  i t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  as  a co u n t ry .  W he n  i t  
found the Iraqi nuclear facilities to be a 
m e n ace ,  i t  d i d  n o t  rai s e  i t s  han d  at  t he  
United Nations and say, “Mother may 
I?” Instead it unilaterally took action: 
P ro b l e m  s o l v e d .

S ad l y  o u r d e f e n s e  e s t ab l i s hm e n t  i s  at  
b e s t  i n  n e u t ral ,  s p i n n i n g  w i t ho u t  re s u l t s ,  
and at worst in reverse, going backward 
at  a d an g e ro u s  s p e e d .

C o l .  C harl e s  A .  J o n e s ,  
USMC Reserve (Ret.)

Greensboro, N.C.

“ T he  A - 10 an d  t he  R e s cu e  H e l i co p -
t e r ”  n o t e d  t hat  t he  A - 10 p e rf o rm e d  20 
p e rce n t  o f  t he  C A S  m i s s i o n s  i n  A f g han i -
stan [July 2014, p. 28]. In “What’s Next 
f o r C A S , ”  t he  au t ho r n o t e d  t hat  G e n .  
Mark A. Welsh III argued that 80 percent 
o f  al l  C A S  m i s s i o n s  i n  A f g han i s t an  w e re  
flown by other aircraft. In addition, Gen -
e ral  W e l s h s ai d  t hat  t he  F - 16  al o n e  has  
flown more CAS sorties than the A-10 
d u ri n g  t he  l as t  e i g ht  y e ars .  T he s e  are  
m i s l e ad i n g  an d  i n co m p l e t e  s t at i s t i cs .

The above statements, when taken 
al o n e ,  i m p l y  t hat  t he  A - 10 w as  n o t  n e e d e d  
t o  co n d u ct  C A S  d u ri n g  t hi s  ce n t u ry .  
H o w e v e r,  t hi s  i s  f ro m  Joint Publication 
3-09.03 Close Air Support, J u l y  8 ,  2009 :  
“ C A S  can  b e  co n d u ct e d  at  an y  p l ace  an d  
t i m e  f ri e n d l y  f o rce s  are  i n  cl o s e  p ro x i m i t y  
t o  e n e m y  f o rce s .  T he  w o rd  ‘ cl o s e ’  d o e s  
not imply a specific distance; rather, it 
i s  s i t u at i o n al . ”

Therefore, CAS does not equal troops 
i n  co n t act  ( T I C ) .  I n  f act ,  w i t h T y p e  3  
co n t ro l ,  ai rcraf t  are  cl e are d  t o  e n g ag e  
or initiate attacks within parameters.

Mi s s i n g  s t at i s t i cs  are  t o t al  an d  t y p e s  
o f  ai rcraf t  av ai l ab l e  f o r e ach m i s s i o n ,  
t y p e  o f  C A S  s o rt i e ,  l e n g t h o f  s o rt i e ,  t i m e  
o v e r t arg e t ,  an d  re s u l t s .  I n  o t he r w o rd s ,  
al l  f act o rs  hav e  n o t  b e e n  i n cl u d e d  i n  
an y  an al y s i s  p ro v i d e d  i n  an y  art i cl e s  
d i s cu s s i n g  t he  A - 10 i n  re l e v an ce  t o  C A S .

I  am  w e l l  aw are  o f  t he  A - 10’ s  l i m i t a-
tions on a modern battlefield, even 
t ho u g h m y  2, 000- p l u s  ho u rs  e n d e d  i n  
19 8 8 .  B u t  hav i n g  co m b at  e x p e ri e n ce  as  
both an air and ground FAC, I know that 
re s u l t s  are  w hat  co u n t s .  L e t ’ s  b e  ho n e s t  
an d  co n s i d e r al l  o f  t he  f act o rs  p ri o r t o  
making any proclamations.

Maj .  Mi l an  J .  F ran ce s chi ,
USAF (Ret.)

L an d e n b e rg ,  P a.

I’ m  J u s t  Fine,  T h ank s
A s  y o u t hs ,  m y  b u d d y  an d  I  had  o u r 

o w n  b u g  s p ray i n g  e n t e rp ri s e .  I  re cal l  
s p re ad i n g  D D T  b y  han d  aro u n d  p o rche s  
an d  f o u n d at i o n s  an d  s p ray i n g  b u s he s  
w i t h chl o rd an e  f ro m  a s m al l  p re s s u re  
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s p ray e r.  B o t h t ho s e  s u b s t an ce s  hav e  
b e e n  b an n e d  f o r m an y  y e ars  an d  s o m e  
w o u l d  s u g g e s t  I  s ho u l d  b e  d e ad  f ro m  
e x p o s u re .

C o i n ci d e n t al l y  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  b ack  i n  
t he  s p ray i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h R an ch H an d  
when it was an aerial spray flight located 
i n  t he  V N A F  co m p o u n d  at  T an  S o n  N hu t  
A i r B as e .  W e  p ark e d  o n  C harl i e  R o w ,  
an d  b e hi n d  t he  ai rcraf t  w e re  d e ce n t - s i z e  
p u d d l e s  o f  rai n  w at e r w i t h am p l e  d e f o l i -
ant residue floating on the surface. That 
w as  i n  t he  l at t e r p art  o f  19 6 6 .

May  2015 w i l l  m ark  t he  50t h an n i v e r-
s ary  o f  t he  i n s e rt i o n  o f  t ro o p s  i n t o  t he  
w ar i n  V i e t n am .  I t  i s  ab s o l u t e l y  m i n d -
b o g g l i n g  t hat  t he re  i s  s t i l l  d e b at e  o v e r 
t he  e f f e ct s  o f  A g e n t  O ran g e  re s u l t i n g  
f ro m  s p ray i n g  i n  V i e t n am  ( “ T he  L i n g e r-
i n g  S t o ry  o f  A g e n t  O ran g e , ”  J an u ary ,  p .  
50) .  T he  A i r F o rce  H e al t h S t u d y  w as  an  
e f f e ct i v e  an d  t ho ro u g h e f f o rt  l as t i n g  o v e r 
20 y e ars .  T he  s u g g e s t i o n  t hat  b l u e  w at e r 
s ai l o rs  an d  N at i o n al  G u ard  o r R e s e rv e  
cre w s  hav e  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  d an g e ro u s  
l e v e l s  o f  d i o x i n  i s  p re p o s t e ro u s .

T he  cri t e r i a f o r s p ray i n g  a t arg e t  
re q u i r e d  ad v an ce d  co o rd i n at i o n  w i t h 
MA C V ,  p ro v i n ce  chi e f s ,  an d  g ro u n d  
u n i t s  i n  t he  are a.  W e  k n e w  e x act l y  
w he re  w e  s p ray e d .  S p ray i n g  w as  d o n e  
e arl y  i n  t he  m o rn i n g  w i t h t e m p e rat u re s  
l o w  e n o u g h t o  as s u r e  t he  d e f o l i an t  
s e t t l e d  i n t o  t he  j u n g l e .  I f  co n d i t i o n s  
w e r e n ’ t  m e t ,  w e  d i d n ’ t  s p ray .  W e  
d i d n ’ t  s p ray  m i l i t ary  i n s t al l at i o n s  w i t h 
A g e n t  O ran g e ;  ho w e v e r,  w e  d i d  s p ray  
w i t h m al at hi o n  t o  k i l l  m al ari a- b e ari n g  
m o s q u i t o e s .  

A d m i t t e d l y  w e  d i d  i n f re q u e n t l y  s p ray  
w he re  U S  m i l i t ary  w o u l d  hav e  b e e n  
e x p o s e d ,  s u ch as  w he n  w e  s p ray e d  t he  
L o n g  B i n h am m u n i t i o n  s t o rag e  s i t e .  T hat  
e x p o s u re  w o u l d  hav e  b e e n  n o m i n al .  

N e arl y  al l  R an ch H an d  p e rs o n n e l  had  
hi g he r l e v e l s  o f  d i o x i n  i n  t he i r b l o o d  t han  
t he  p e e r g ro u p  i n  t he  A i r F o rce  H e al t h 
S t u d y ,  b u t  as  t he  art i cl e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  
t he i r m o rt al i t y  rat e  w as  co m p arab l e  t o  
t ho s e  n o t  e x p o s e d .

I flew over 160 spray missions, was 
wounded three times, had significant 
e x p o s u re  t o  A g e n t  O ran g e ,  an d  I  am  
8 1 y e ars  o l d ,  i n  g o o d  he al t h.

L t .  C o l .  C l y d e  P i cht ,
U S A F  ( R e t . )

F o rt  W o rt h,  T e x as

Y o u r art i cl e  o n  A g e n t  O ran g e  i n  t he  
J an u ary  2015 i s s u e  w as  g re at .  T he  o n l y  
i s s u e  I  hav e  i s  n o t  w i t h t he  m ag az i n e  b u t  
t he  A i r F o rce  H e al t h S t u d y  co n d u ct e d  
b e t w e e n  19 8 2 an d  2003 .  A l t ho u g h t he  
A i r F o rce  s o l i ci t e d  v o l u n t e e rs  w i t h t he  
he l p  o f  T he  R an ch H an d  A s s o ci at i o n ,  
t he y  l e f t  o u t  a hu g e  p o p u l at i o n  o f  ai r-
m e n  w ho  w o rk e d  o n  t he s e  ai rcraf t  an d  
w e re  d i re ct l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t hi s  che m i cal  
i n  l i q u i d  u n d i l u t e d  f o rm  an d  w e re  n o t  
p art  o f  t he  R an ch H an d  o rg an i z at i o n .  I  

w as  o n e  o f  t ho s e  m an y  w ho  w e re  n e v e r 
co n s i d e re d  f o r t he  s t u d y .

I  s e rv e d  at  T an  S o n  N hu t  A B ,  R V N ,  
f ro m  J an u ary  t o  D e ce m b e r i n  19 6 6 .  I  w as  
an  ai rf ram e  re p ai rm an  as s i g n e d  t o  o n e  
o f  t he  ai rcraf t  m ai n t e n an ce  s q u ad ro n s .  
D u ri n g  t hat  y e ar,  I  can ’ t  b e g i n  t o  t hi n k  
o f  t he  n u m b e r o f  re p ai rs  w e  p e rf o rm e d  
o n  t he s e  C - 123 B  R an ch H an d  ai rcraf t ,  
f ro m  p at chi n g  m i n o r b u l l e t  ho l e s  t o  
m aj o r re p ai rs  co n d u ct e d  i n  t he  s ho p  
on removable parts such as flaps, aile -
ro n s ,  ru d d e rs ,  l an d i n g  g e ar d o o rs ,  e t c.  
W hi l e  p e rf o rm i n g  m y  d u t i e s ,  I  cam e  i n  
d ai l y  co n t act  w i t h A g e n t  O ran g e ,  o n  t he  
g ro u n d ,  o n  ai rcraf t  p art s ,  an d  e v e n  d ri p -
p i n g  o n  m y  he ad  as  I  w al k e d  u n d e rn e at h 
t he  w i n g s  w he re  t he  s p ray  n o z z l e s  w e re  
l o cat e d .  T hi s  s t u f f  w as  n as t y ,  an d  I  g o t  t he  
l i q u i d  o n  m y  s k i n  w hi l e  l y i n g  i n  p u d d l e s  
u n d e rn e at h t he  f u s e l ag e  an d  e v e n  i n  m y  
m o u t h f ro m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  as  t he  l i q u i d  
l e ak e d  o v e r m y  he ad  f ro m  v ari o u s  p art s  
o f  t he  ai rcraf t .  A s  a m at t e r o f  f act ,  o n e  
d ay  w hi l e  w e ari n g  a b ran d - n e w  p ai r o f  
co m b at  b o o t s  w i t h n e o p re n e  s o l e s ,  I  
n o t i ce d  s e v e ral  ho l e s  i n  t he  b o t t o m  o f  
m y  b o o t s .  I  w e n t  t o  m y  s u p e rv i s o r an d  
e x p l ai n e d  t hat  t hi s  A g e n t  O ran g e  s t u f f  
w as  re al l y  n as t y ,  as  i t  ru i n e d  a n e w  
p ai r o f  b o o t s .  H i s  re s p o n s e ,  l i k e  t hat  o f  
e v e ry b o d y  i n  t he  chai n  o f  co m m an d ,  
w as  t hat  t hi s  s t u f f  w as  harm l e s s  an d  
t he  ho l e s  i n  m y  b o o t s  w e re  cau s e d  b y  
s o m e t hi n g  e l s e .  T he re i n  l i e s  t he  p ro b l e m  
an d  t he  co n t ro v e rs y  w i t h A g e n t  O ran g e :  
s ho rt  an d  l o n g  t e rm  e f f e ct s — i f  w e  can  
b l am e  t he s e  i l l n e s s e s  o n  o t he r cau s e s ,  
t he n  l e t ’ s  t ak e  t he  l o w  ro ad  an d  d e n y  o u r 
veterans any real benefit of the doubt!

 F o r m an y  y e ars  af t e r I  w as  d i s charg e d  
i n  19 6 7 ,  I  had  a m y s t e ry  ras h re o ccu r 
o n  b o t h m y  arm s  e v e ry  s u m m e r w he n  
t he  he at  an d  hu m i d i t y  w e re  hi g h,  as  t he y  
w e re  i n  V i e t n am .  N o  o n e  co u l d  e x p l ai n  
t he  o u t b re ak ,  an d  I  n e v e r k n e w  u n t i l  
m an y  y e ars  l at e r t hat  t he re  w e re  m an y  
d i f f e re n t  s t u d i e s  b y  U S A F ,  t he  V A ,  an d  
t he  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Me d i ci n e .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  
w hat  i f  an y  f u t u re  co m p l i cat i o n s  w i l l  
ari s e  f ro m  m y  e n co u n t e r w i t h t hi s  A g e n t  
O ran g e ,  b u t  t o  s ay  t hat  v e t e ran s  s ho u l d  
be given the benefit of the doubt is as 
f ar f ro m  re al i t y  as  a re as o n ab l e  p e rs o n  
co u l d  e v e r g e t .  

 I  ho p e  s o m e  d ay  w e ’ l l  re al l y  e x am i n e  
al l  o f  t he  hu n d re d s  i f  n o t  t ho u s an d s  o f  
ai rm e n  w ho  w e re  e x p o s e d  t o  t hi s  s t u f f  
b e f o re  w e  al l  d i e  o f  s o m e  s o rt  o f  can ce r 
“ cau s e d  b y  o t he r cau s e s . ”

L t .  C o l .  J o hn  C .  D ’ A u ri a,
U S A F  ( R e t . )

May s  L an d i n g ,  N . J .

A g e n t  O ran g e  u s e d  i n  V i e t n am  w as  
u s e d  ag ai n s t  t he  V C  ag ai n s t  t he i r co v e r.  
I t  k i l l e d  n o t  o n l y  f o o d  cro p s ,  b u t  al s o  p o t  
p l an t s — t he  s am e  p o t  s o l d  t o  A m e ri can  
t ro o p s  w ho  s m o k e d  i t  w i t h p l e as u re .  
Mo s t  A m e ri can s  o v e r t he re  d i d  n o t  

u n d e rs t an d  w hat  A g e n t  O ran g e  co u l d  
d o  o u t s i d e  o f  k i l l i n g  p l an t s .  T he  l ack  o f  
MS D S  s he e t s  b ack  i n  t ho s e  d ay s  an d ,  
u s u al l y ,  l ack  o f  b as i c i n f o rm at i o n  o n  
an y  che m i cal s  d i d  n o t  he l p  t he  m at t e r.
T o d ay  w e  k n o w  t he  d i f f e re n ce  o n  ho w  t o  
han d l e  t hat  che m i cal — o r f o r t hat  m at t e r 
an y  t y p e  o f  p o s s i b l e  l e t hal  che m i cal .  

H o w  m an y  p e o p l e  w ho  cl ai m  p ro b -
l e m s  f ro m  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  A g e n t  
O ran g e  hav e  s i n ce  V i e t n am  e x p o s e d  
t he m s e l v e s  t o  o t he r harm f u l  che m i cal s ?

R i chard  C o rn e l l
D e s  P l ai n e s ,  I l l .

T ir e Ou t  S o m eo ne El s e’ s  Air p l anes
I  re ad  w i t h i n t e r e s t  t he  chan g e s  

b e i n g  m ad e  t o  ho w  t he  C i v i l  R e s e r v e  
A i r F l e e t  p ro g ram  i s  e x e cu t e d  ( “ C R A F  
t o  t he  F u t u r e , ”  J an u ary ,  p .  22) .  I  d o n ’ t  
ag re e  w i t h t he  i d e a t hat  s i n ce  t he  A i r 
F o rce  has  m o re  C - 17 s  t han  i n i t i al l y  
p l an n e d  t hat  t he  s e r v i ce  s ho u l d  s ho u l -
d e r m o r e  o f  i t s  ai rl i f t  re q u i r e m e n t s  
o rg an i cal l y .  A i rcraf t  hav e  a f i n i t e  l i f e  
s p an ,  an d  p ro cu re m e n t  cy cl e s  s e e m  t o  
t ak e  l o n g e r an d  l o n g e r d u e  t o  p o l i t i cal  
co n s i d e rat i o n s  an d  i n cre as i n g  co s t .  
P ri v at e - s e ct o r ai rcraf t  g e t  re f re s he d  o n  
a m u ch s ho rt e r cy cl e .  B e cau s e  o f  t hi s ,  
I  s ay  w e  s ho u l d  p ay  t ho s e  co m p an i e s  
t o  p u t  ho u rs  o n  t he i r o w n  ai rf ram e s .  
T hat  w ay ,  w e  can  e x t e n d  t he  s e r v i ce  
l i f e  o f  o u r m i l i t ary  ai rcraf t ,  s av i n g  t he m  
f o r w he n  t he y ’ r e  re al l y  n e e d e d — e s -
p e ci al l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  p l ace s  t hat  e v e n  
C R A F - co m m i t t e d  j e t s  an d  cre w s  m ay  
n o t  b e  ab l e  o r w i l l i n g  t o  g o .

L t .  C o l .  C hri s  McMart i n ,
U S A F

F o rt  L e av e n w o rt h,  K an .

T h is  Is  Inno v at io n?
[ F o rm e r A i r F o rce ]  S e cre t ary  D o n l e y  

w as  co rre ct  i n  hi s  co m p l ai n t  ab o u t  co n -
g re s s i o n al  i n act i o n  o n  t he  b u d g e t ,  b u t  
i f  t hi s  co n f e re n ce  i s  t he  b e s t  t hi n k i n g  
o f  t he  A i r F o rce  f o r “ i n n o v at i o n , ”  I  can  
u n d e rs t an d  w hy  t he y  g i v e  re l u ct an t  s u p -
p o rt  [“Innovating for Airpower,” January, 
p. 18]. T he  s p e ak e rs  p ro v i d e d  a m u rk y  
m i x  o f  p s y cho - b ab b l e  ab o u t  p arad i g m  
s hi f t s ,  b re ak i n g  t he  ri g i d  p ro ce s s e s  o f  
t he  i n d u s t ri al  e ra,  b u y i n g  m o re  f ro m  
f o re i g n  s o u rce s  ( e x ce p t  f o r R D - 18 0 
ro ck e t s ) ,  s hari n g  cap ab i l i t y  w i t h al l i e s ,  
w as t i n g  l e s s  m an p o w e r o n  e m ai l ,  an d  
s p e n d i n g  m o re  m o n e y  o n  re s e arch o f  
“ t e s t  cap ab i l i t i e s . ”  

I  b e l i e v e  “ t he  ri g i d  p r o ce s s e s  o f  
t he  i n d u s t ri al  e ra”  p ro v i d e d  e x ce l l e n t  
ai rcraf t  an d  m i s s i l e s  o n  t i m e ,  b u d g e t ,  
an d  p e rf o rm an ce — a re al  co n t ras t  w i t h 
d e cad e s - l o n g  F - 3 5.  O n  t he  o p e rat i o n al  
s i d e ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  “ s ho ck  
an d  aw e ”  i n  l i e u  o f  o u r p i e ce m e al  e f f o rt  
ag ai n s t  I S I S .

L t .  G e n .  A l o y s i u s  G .  C as e y ,  
U S A F  ( R e t . )

R e d l an d s ,  C al i f .
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