
Do you have a comment about a cur-
rent article in the magazine? Write 
to “Letters,” Air Force Mag a     zine,
1501 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA 
22209-1198. (Email: letters@afa.
org.) Letters should be concise and 
timely. We cannot acknowledge re-
ceipt of letters. We reserve the right 
to condense letters. Letters without 
name and city/base and state are 
not acceptable. Photographs can  not 
be used or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Aviano Danger Close
After reading “Watershed Air War,” 

April, p. 58, I wanted to share that there 
were fatalities omitted from the article. In 
the June issue, I read where Lieutenant 
General Short did note that two pilots lost 
their lives in an Apache helicopter mishap 
[“Letters: Setting it Straight,” June, p. 6].

There are two other things worthy of 
note: The Apache crew was NOT in the 
war zone, and if I recall, they (A1C John 
M. Johnson and A1C Jovan D. Griffi n) 
were exercising to prepare to deploy, not 
in a deploy mode to Kosovo.

Also, there were two other fatalities. 
Two airmen deployed to Aviano lost their 
lives in a vehicle mishap (crash) on the 
autostrada.

I was stationed at Aviano, which was 
considered a hazardous duty location 
during OAF. I received hazard pay but 
went home to my family each night. It 
was odd.

SMSgt. Mark Cipriano, 
USAF (Ret.)
Elyria, Ohio

Almanac Umbrage Taken
In the June issue of Air Force Maga-

zine [“Letters: I Just Can’t Even. Floppy 
Disks?” p. 6], there are two letters 
bemoaning the use of ancient 5.25-
inch fl oppies shown in your April 2015 
issue. Sorry, it’s even worse than that. 
Those are eight-inch fl oppies, which 
preceded 5.25-inch fl oppies [“Nuclear 
Force Improvements,” p. 40]. I even 
saw a discussion of these dinosaurs on 
what I seem to recall was a CBS “60 
Minutes” segment on missile silos and 
how out-of-date they are. Unfortunately, 
those ancient fl oppies are only a small 
example of how outdated things are in 
the strategic missile organization’s silos.

Next, I take umbrage at your failing to 
mention USAFSS (USAF Security Ser-
vice) in the May 2015 issue. You failed 
to mention the existence of USAFSS, 
which was subsequently “redesignated” 
ELSEC (Electronic Security Command), 
which eventually became AIA (Air Intel-
ligence Agency), which disappeared 
completely into the bowels of Air Force 
Air Combat Command. Sorry, but I can 
see no reason to have ever changed 
the name from USAFSS. What earthly 
purpose is served by renaming such a 
fi ne organization, which was of such great 

value during the Cold War? “Security 
Service” says everything and means 
nothing, as should a name of such an 
intelligence organization. Its name today 
is as meaningful now as it was then. 
Now intelligence organizations seem to 
be relegated to an administrative black 
hole of nameless organizations.

Thomas B. Roach
Lincoln, Calif.

USAF Security Service was listed on 
p. 109 of the May issue as part of the 
lineage for Electronic Security Command/
Air Force Intelligence Command.—THE

EDITORS

[On] p. 57 under AFMC, AFTC, 96th 
Test Wing, you show F-35A/B/C. 96th 
is at Eglin and there are F-35s at Eglin, 
but they all belong to AETC 33rd Fighter 
Wing. Test Wing has none that I know of.

 Col. Al Haberbusch,
USAF (Ret.)

Niceville, Fla.

It looks like your HH-60G inventory 
in the almanac is off by one [“Gallery of 
USAF Weapons.” p. 80]. Number should 
be 97. It also appears that you refl ect 
a HH-60U as a L based platform. It is 
60M based.

Patrick Dugan
Springfi eld, Va.

After reading the 2015 annual USAF 
Almanac, I thought that the addition of 
the current pay scales for all ranks would 
be an excellent addition.

At my USAF reunions, many ask, “How 
much would we be paid today?”

Lt. Col. Richard L. Pinkerton,
USAF (Ret.)

Strongsville, Ohio
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We stopped publishing the DOD pay 
scales in May 2010 because the informa-
tion is accessible online. You can find pay 
scale information at: http://militarypay.
defense.gov/mpcalcs/Calculators/RMC.
aspx.—the editors

P r et t y  Fam o u s ,  I’ d  S ay
F i r s t ,  I ’ d  li k e  t o  s a y t h a n k s  f o r  a  g r e a t  

m a g a z i n e .  I ’ v e  b e e n  a  lo ya l s ub s c r i b e r  
f o r  20- p lus  ye a r s .  I ’ m  r e t i r e d  A i r  F o r c e  
o f  24 - p lus  ye a r s ,  h a v i n g  s p e n t  10 o f  
t h o s e  o n  t h e  K C - 10 E x t e n d e r  a t  t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  b a s e s .

I  w a n t e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  w h a t  I ’ m  
s ur e  w a s  a n  o v e r s i g h t  b ut  s h o uld  b e  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  M a y’ s  i s s ue  [“Airpower 
Classics: KC-10 Extender,” p. 144].

O f  t h e  “ F a m o u s  F l i e r s , ”  I  w a s  
s h o c k e d  t o  s e e  C o l .  P a m e l a  M e l r o y,  
U S A F  a n d  N A S A  r e t i r e d ,  n o t  m e n -
t i o n e d .  C o l o n e l M e l r o y w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  f e m a l e  p i l o t s  a c c e p t e d ,  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  K C - 10 w i t h  t h e  3 2n d  A i r  R e f ue l-
i n g  S q ua d r o n ,  a l o n g s i d e  G e n e r a l P a ul 
S e l v a  ( m e n t i o n e d )  a t  B a r k s d a l e  A F B ,  
L a . ,  d e p l o yi n g  o n  t h e  K C - 10 t o  D e s e r t  
S t o r m .  I  k n o w  b e c a us e  I  w a s  w i t h  h e r  
a s  h e r  c r e w  c h i e f .

A f t e r  a  v e r y i m p r e s s i v e  A i r  F o r c e  
c a r e e r ,  i n c lud i n g  t e s t  p i l o t  s c h o o l a t  
E d w a r d s  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  s h e  w a s  
s e l e c t e d  b y N A S A  a s  a  s p a c e  s h ut t l e  
p i l o t ,  e v e n t ua lly b e c o m i n g  a  s h ut t l e  
c o m m a n d e r ,  a n d  f l e w  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
s h ut t l e  f l i g h t s  a n d  s p e n t  s e v e r a l c o m -
b i n e d  w e e k s  a b o a r d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S p a c e  S t a t i o n .

A g a i n ,  t h a n k s  s o  m uc h  f o r  a  g r e a t  
m a g a z i n e .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  i t  e v e r y 
m o n t h  a n d  w i ll b e  a  s ub s c r i b e r  f o r  l i f e .

M S g t .  R o g e r  G .  K e n n e d y,  
U S A F  ( R e t . )
R e d  B ud ,  I ll .

Op en It  U p
 I  a p p r e c i a t e d  yo ur  b r i e f  ye t  c o n c i s e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  “ T h e  R P A  P r o b le m ”  i n  Air 
Force Magazine [“Editorial,” May, p. 4].
W h i le  i t  e v o k e s  e m p a t h y f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
o b v i o us ly “ o v e r w o r k e d  a n d  un d e r p a i d , ”  I  
find it nearly impossible to weep for the 
A i r  F o r c e  c o m m a n d e r s  f r o m  G e n e r a l 
W e ls h  o n  d o w n .  I  c o uld  n o t  a g r e e  m o r e  
w i t h  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  S e c r e t a r y G a t e s ,  
w h o  h a s  a t  t i m e s  v e i le d  h i s  o p i n i o n s  b ut  
a t  o t h e r s  r e v e a le d  t h e m  q ui t e  b la t a n t ly.  H e  
h a s  c o m p la i n e d  t h a t  t h e  w h i le  U S A F  i s  
t e c h n o lo g i c a lly t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  s t a t e -
o f - t h e - a r t  m i li t a r y p o w e r  o n  t h e  p la n e t ,  i t s  
c o m m a n d  s t r uc t ur e  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  
i n e x p li c a b ly s t uc k  i n  t h e  18 00s .

T h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  a  la c k  o f  o r  lo s s  o f  
p i lo t s  i s  a lm o s t  c o m i c a l,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  
a self-inflicted wound. Today’s enlisted 
a i r m e n  a r e  v e r y o f t e n  b r i g h t e r  a n d  i n  
m a n y c a s e s  m o r e  t e c h n o lo g i c a lly s a v v y 
than the smartest officer you can dig 
up .  H a s  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  r e a d j us t e d  i t s e lf  
t o  t h a t  f a c t ?  N O !

T h e r e  a r e  p le n t y o f  q ua li f i e d  e n l i s t e d  
a i r m e n  c a p a b l e  o f  f lyi n g  a  d r o n e .  
T h e s e  “ yo un g s t e r s ”  a r e  a f t e r  a ll t h e  
v i d e o - g a m e  m o n a r c h s  b a c k  a t  t h e  
d o r m i t o r y.  I f  t h e y a r e  h e l d  l i a b l e  t o  
r e p a i r  t h e  m ult i m i ll i o n  d o ll a r  a i r c r a f t  

a n d  k e e p  i t  a i r b o r n e ,  t h e n  t h e y a r e  
c e r t a i n ly r e s p o n s i b l e  e n o ug h  t o  f ly 
i t .  Jus t  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  H a p  
A r n o l d  a n d  C ur t i s  L e M a y w o uld  h a v e  
d r o o l e d  o v e r  t h e s e  g uys  50 ye a r s  a g o .  
C e r t a i n ly m o r e  m o n e y m i g h t  r e s o l v e  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e q ui p m e n t  i s s ue s  
i n c ur r e d  b y i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d .  B ut  
a s  f o r  t h e  m o r a l e  p r o b l e m s  d ue  t o  l a c k  
o f  p e r s o n n e l , I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  A m e r i c a  w i ll 
s h e d  a n y t e a r s .

I t ’ s  t i m e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  r e - e v a lua t e d  i t s  
c o m m a n d  s t r uc t ur e .  I  e n c o ur a g e  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  lo b b y f o r  r e t ur n i n g  
the warrant officer or creating a limited-
duty-officer position. But I’ll take an E-5 
a i r c r a f t  m e c h a n i c  w i t h  v i d e o  g a m i n g  
expertise off the flight line and match 
h i m  a g a i n s t  a n  R O T C ,  22- ye a r - o ld  c a d e t  
who just finished drinking his way through 
c o lle g e — a n y d a y o f  t h e  w e e k .  Y o u d o n ’ t  
need to know Bernoulli’s principle of fluid 
dynamics to fly a drone. Today’s enlisted 
A i r  F o r c e  i s  e x c e p t i o n a lly e d uc a t e d ,  a n d  
ye t  t h e y c o n t i n ue  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  li k e  t h e  
un s c h o o le d  f o lk s  t h e y m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  
50 ye a r s  a g o .

I n  c lo s i n g ,  le t  m e  a s k :  W h o  w a s  t h a t  
g uy t h a t  e a r n e d  h i s  p i lo t  w i n g s  un d e r  t h e  
flying sergeant program in 1943, never 
w e n t  t o  c o lle g e ,  a n d  ye t  m ys t e r i o us ly 
b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c e le b r a t e d  
fighter pilots in United States Air Force 
h i s t o r y?  O h ,  t h a t ’ s  r i g h t ,  B r i g .  G e n .  
C h uc k  Y e a g e r !

H m m m .  M a k e s  yo u w o n d e r .
P a ul S t o n e h o us e

A s h b ur n ,  V a .
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