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USAF Alman ac  1999

About the Almanac
On the following pages appears a variety 

of information and statistical material about 
the US Air Force—its people, organization, 
equipment, funding, activities, bases, and 
heroes. This “Almanac” section was com-
piled by the staff of Air Force Magazine. 
We especially acknowledge the help of the 
Secretary of the Air Force Office of Public 
Affairs in its role as liaison with Air Staff 
agencies in bringing up to date the compa-
rable data from last year’s Almanac.

A word of caution: Personnel figures 
that appear in this section in different 
forms will not always agree (nor will they 
always agree with figures in command, field 
operating agency, and direct reporting unit 
reports or in the “Guide to USAF Instal-
lations Worldwide”) because of different 
cutoff dates, rounding, differing methods of 
reporting, or categories of personnel that 
are excluded in some cases. These figures 
do illustrate trends, however, and may 
be helpful in placing force fluctuations in 
perspective.

—the editors

Edited by Tamar A. Mehuron, Associate 

Editor 
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Structure of the 
Force

USAF Almanac
■ The Air Force in Facts and Figures

How the Air Force Is Organized

There is considerable variation in how the 
major commands and subordinate units of the Air 
Force are organized. This overview describes 
the typical organization chain.

The Department of Defense (DoD) is a 
Cabinet agency headed by the Secretary 
of Defense. It was created in 1947 to con-
solidate pre-existing military agencies—the 
War Department and the Navy Department. 
Subordinate to DoD are the three military 
departments (Army, Navy, and Air Force), 
each headed by a civilian secretary.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) con-
stitute the corporate military leadership of 
DoD. The chairman and vice chairman of 
the JCS serve full-time in their positions. 
The service chiefs are the military heads 

of their respective services, although JCS 
responsibilities take precedence.

The Department of the Air Force is 
headed by the Secretary of the Air Force, 
who is supported by a staff called the Sec-
retariat. The Chief of Staff, USAF, heads 
the Air Staff, and the military heads of the 
major commands report to the Chief of Staff.

Most units of the Air Force are assigned 
to one of the major commands (see p. 79). 
Major commands are headed by general 
officers and have broad functional or geo-
graphic responsibility. Commands may be 
divided into numbered air forces.

The fundamental unit of the working Air 
Force is the wing. The typical air force base 
is built around a wing. Until recently, most 

wings were headed by colonels but now are 
usually under the command of a general of-
ficer. An objective wing typically contains an 
operations group, which includes aircrews, 
intelligence units, and others; a logistics 
group, which can include maintenance and 
supply squadrons; a support group, which 
can include such functions as security forces 
and civil engineers; and a medical group.

Most individual officers and airmen are 
assigned to a squadron, which may be 
composed of several flights.

In addition to these, there are numerous 
others, including centers, field operating 
agencies, and direct reporting units.

The May 1992 Almanac detailed a 
far-reaching transformation in USAF’s 
major commands. To help illustrate 
changes in the force, we turned to 
wildlife photographers Tom and Pat 
Leeson, who provided photographs of 
a bald eagle and its young eaglets. The 
symbol proved popular with readers, 
and in 1997 we again turned to the 
Leesons for the eagle in our Air Force 
50th anniversary Almanac. The only 
eagle unique to North America, this 
national symbol is also becoming as 
closely identified with Air Force Maga-
zine’s Almanac. 

May 1998May 1997May 1992
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Designation

Aeronautical Division, US Signal Corps
Aug. 1, 1907–July 18, 1914

Aviation Section, US Signal Corps
July 18, 1914–May 20, 1918

Division of Military Aeronautics
May 20, 1918–May 24, 1918

 
Air Service
May 24, 1918–July 2, 1926

Air Corps 
July 2, 1926–Sept. 18, 1947a

 
Army Air Forces
June 20, 1941–Sept. 18, 1947

United States Air Force
Sept. 18, 1947

The title General of the Army for Henry H. Arnold was changed to General of the Air Force by an Act of Congress May 7, 1949. The position of Chief of Staff was established 
by a DoD–approved Army–Air Force Transfer Order issued Sept. 28, 1947. 

aThe Air Corps became a subordinate element of the Army Air Forces June 20, 1941. Since the Air Corps had been established by statute in 1926, its disestablishment re-
quired an act of Congress, which did not take place until 1947. Between March 9, 1942, and Sept. 18, 1947, the Air Corps continued to exist as a combatant arm of the Army, 
and personnel of the Army Air Forces were still assigned to the Air Corps.

Commander (at highest rank)

Chief, Aeronautical Division
Capt. Charles deForest Chandler
Capt. Arthur S. Cowan

Chief, Aviation Section
Lt. Col. Samuel Reber
Lt. Col. George O. Squier
Lt. Col. John B. Bennet

Director of Military Aeronautics
Maj. Gen. William L. Kenly
(Kept same title three months into 
absorption by Air Service)

Director of Air Service
John D. Ryan
Maj. Gen. Charles T. Menoher

Chief of Air Service
Maj. Gen. Charles T. Menoher
Maj. Gen. Mason M. Patrick

Chief of Air Corps
Maj. Gen. Mason M. Patrick
Maj. Gen. James E. Fechet
Maj. Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois
Maj. Gen. Oscar Westover
Maj. Gen. Henry H. Arnold

Chief, Army Air Forces
Lt. Gen. Henry H. Arnold

Commanding General, AAF
Gen. of the Army Henry H. Arnold
Gen. Carl A. Spaatz

Chief of Staff, USAF
Gen. Carl A. Spaatz

Dates of Service

 
Aug. 1, 1907–1911 
1911–unknown

 
July 18, 1914–May 5, 1916
May 20, 1916–Feb. 19, 1917 
Feb. 19, 1917–May 20, 1918

 
May 20, 1918–August 1918

Aug. 28, 1918–Nov. 27, 1918 
Jan. 2, 1919–June 4, 1920

 
June 4, 1920–Oct. 4, 1921 
Oct. 5, 1921–July 2, 1926

 
July 2, 1926–Dec. 13, 1927 
Dec. 14, 1927–Dec. 19, 1931 
Dec. 20, 1931–Dec. 21, 1935 
Dec. 22, 1935–Sept. 21, 1938 
Sept. 29, 1938–June 20, 1941

June 20, 1941–March 9, 1942

 
March 9, 1942–Feb. 9, 1946 
Feb. 9, 1946–Sept. 26, 1947

 
Sept. 26, 1947–April 29, 1948

The Nation’s Air Arm and Its Early Leaders 

Legendary leaders of USAF’s predeces-
sor organizations included (left) Gen. 

Henry H. Arnold, commanding general 
of the Army Air Forces, and Gen. Carl 

A. Spaatz (center), who succeeded him 
as commanding general, AAF. Maj. Gen. 

Hoyt S. Vandenberg (right) was Ninth Air 
Force commander when this photo was 
taken at a ceremony in Luxembourg in 

April 1945. Vandenberg went on to suc-
ceed Spaatz as USAF Chief of Staff.    
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Air Combat Command

June 1, 1992
June 23, 1995
Feb. 28, 1996
April 5, 1996

Gen. John Michael Loh
Gen. Joseph W. Ralston
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula (acting)
Gen. Richard E. Hawley

June 22, 1995
Feb. 27, 1996
April 4, 1996

Air Education and Training Command

Gen. Henry Viccellio Jr.
Gen. Billy J. Boles
Gen. Lloyd W. Newton

June 19, 1995
March�17, 1997

July 1, 1993
June 20, 1995

March 17, 1997

Secretaries of the Air Force

Stuart Symington
Thomas K. Finletter
Harold E. Talbott
Donald A. Quarles
James H. Douglas Jr.
Dudley C. Sharp
Eugene M. Zuckert
Harold Brown
Robert C. Seamans Jr.
John L. McLucas (acting)
John L. McLucas
James W. Plummer (acting)
Thomas C. Reed
John C. Stetson
Hans Mark (acting)
Hans Mark
Verne Orr
Russell A. Rourke
Edward C. Aldridge Jr. (acting)
Edward C. Aldridge Jr.
James F. McGovern (acting)
John J. Welch Jr. (acting)
Donald B. Rice
Michael B. Donley (acting)
Gen. Merrill A. McPeak (acting)
Sheila E. Widnall
F. Whitten Peters (acting)

April 24, 1950
Jan. 20, 1953
Aug. 13, 1955
April 30, 1957
Dec. 10, 1959
Jan. 20, 1961

Sept. 30, 1965
Feb. 15, 1969
May 14, 1973
July 18, 1973
Nov. 23, 1975

Jan. 1, 1976
April 6, 1977

May 18, 1979
July 26, 1979
Feb. 9, 1981

Nov. 30, 1985
April 7, 1986
June 8, 1986

Dec. 16, 1988
April 29, 1989
May 21, 1989
Jan. 20, 1993
July 13, 1993
Aug. 5, 1993

Oct. 31, 1997

Sept. 18, 1947
April 24, 1950

Feb. 4, 1953
Aug. 15, 1955

May 1, 1957
Dec. 11, 1959
Jan. 24, 1961

Oct. 1, 1965
Feb. 15, 1969
May 15, 1973
July 18, 1973
Nov. 24, 1975

Jan. 2, 1976
April 6, 1977

May 18, 1979
July 26, 1979
Feb. 9, 1981
Dec. 9, 1985
April 8, 1986
June 9, 1986

Dec. 16, 1988
April 29, 1989
May 22, 1989
Jan. 20, 1993
July 14, 1993
Aug. 6, 1993
Nov. 1, 1997 

USAF Chiefs of Staff

Gen. Carl A. Spaatz
Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg
Gen. Nathan F. Twining
Gen. Thomas D. White
Gen. Curtis E. LeMay
Gen. John P. McConnell
Gen. John D. Ryan
Gen. George S. Brown
Gen. David C. Jones
Gen. Lew Allen Jr. 
Gen. Charles A. Gabriel
Gen. Larry D. Welch
Gen. Michael J. Dugan
Gen. John Michael Loh (acting)
Gen. Merrill A. McPeak
Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman
Gen. Ralph E. Eberhart (acting)
Gen. Michael E. Ryan

Sept. 26, 1947
April 30, 1948
June 30, 1953

July 1, 1957
June 30, 1961

Feb. 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1969
Aug. 1, 1973
July 1, 1974
July 1, 1978
July 1, 1982
July 1, 1986
July 1, 1990

Sept. 18, 1990
Oct. 30, 1990
Oct. 26, 1994
Sept. 2, 1997
Oct. 6, 1997

April 29, 1948
June 29, 1953
June 30, 1957
June 30, 1961
Jan. 31, 1965
July 31, 1969
July 31, 1973

June 30, 1974
June 20, 1978
June 30, 1982
June 30, 1986
June 30, 1990
Sept. 17, 1990
Oct. 29, 1990
Oct. 25, 1994
Sept. 1, 1997
Oct. 5, 1997

USAFLeaders Through the Years

Established March 21, 1946. Reassigned to Continental Air Command (1948). 
Discontinued July 1, 1950. Re-established as a major command and organized 
Jan. 1, 1951. Redesignated Aerospace Defense Command Jan. 15, 1968. In-
activated March 31, 1980.

Air (Aerospace) Defense Command

Lt. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer
Maj. Gen. Gordon P. Saville
Lt. Gen. Ennis C. Whitehead
Gen. Benjamin W. Chidlaw
Maj. Gen. Frederic H. Smith Jr. (acting)
Gen. Earle E. Partridge
Lt. Gen. Joseph H. Atkinson
Lt. Gen. Robert M. Lee
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Terrill (acting)
Lt. Gen. Herbert B. Thatcher
Lt. Gen. Arthur C. Agan Jr.
Lt. Gen. Thomas K. McGehee
Gen. Seth J. McKee
Gen. Lucius D. Clay Jr.
Gen. Daniel James Jr.
Gen. James E. Hill
Gen. James V. Hartinger

Nov. 30, 1948
Sept. 1, 1949
Aug. 24, 1951
May 31, 1955
July 19, 1955

Sept. 16, 1956
Feb. 28, 1961

July 5, 1963
July 31, 1963
July 31, 1967
Feb. 28, 1970
June 30, 1973
Sept. 30, 1973
Aug. 31, 1975
Dec. 6, 1977

Dec. 31, 1979
March 31, 1980

March 27, 1946
Dec. 1, 1948
Jan. 1, 1951

Aug. 25, 1951
June 1, 1955
July 20, 1955

Sept. 17, 1956
March 1, 1961

July 6, 1963
Aug. 1, 1963
Aug. 1, 1967

March 1, 1970
July 1, 1973
Oct. 1, 1973

Sept. 1, 1975
Dec. 6, 1977
Jan. 1, 1980

Chief Master Sergeants of the Air Force

CMSAF Paul W. Airey
CMSAF Donald L. Harlow
CMSAF Richard D. Kisling
CMSAF Thomas N. Barnes
CMSAF Robert D. Gaylor
CMSAF James M. McCoy
CMSAF Arthur L. Andrews
CMSAF Sam E. Parish
CMSAF James C. Binnicker
CMSAF Gary R. Pfingston
CMSAF David J. Campanale
CMSAF Eric W. Benken

April 3, 1967
Aug. 1, 1969
Oct. 1, 1971
Oct. 1, 1973
Aug. 1, 1977
Aug. 1, 1979
Aug. 1, 1981
Aug. 1, 1983
July 1, 1986
Aug. 1, 1990

Oct. 26, 1994
Nov. 5, 1996

July 31, 1969
Sept. 30, 1971
Sept. 30, 1973
July 31, 1977
July 31, 1979
July 31, 1981
July 31, 1983

June 30, 1986
July 31, 1990
Oct. 25, 1994
Nov. 4, 1996
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Now Air Intelligence Agency, an FOA. See Electronic Security Command.

Air Force Intelligence Command

June 1, 1993
Oct. 1, 1993

Maj. Gen. Gary W. O’Shaughnessy
Maj. Gen. Kenneth A. Minihan

Oct. 1, 1991
June 2, 1993

Air Force Systems Command

Formerly Air Research and Development Command. Redesignated Air Force 
Systems Command April 1, 1961. Inactivated July 1, 1992.

Maj. Gen. David M. Schlatter
Lt. Gen. Earle E. Partridge
Lt. Gen. Donald L. Putt
Lt. Gen. Thomas S. Power
Maj. Gen. John W. Sessums Jr.
Lt. Gen. Samuel E. Anderson
Maj. Gen. John W. Sessums Jr.
Gen. Bernard A. Schriever
Gen. James Ferguson
Gen. George S. Brown
Gen. Samuel C. Phillips
Gen. William J. Evans
Gen. Lew Allen Jr.
Gen. Alton D. Slay
Gen. Robert T. Marsh
Gen. Lawrence A. Skantze
Gen. Bernard P. Randolph
Gen. Ronald W. Yates

Feb. 1, 1950
June 24, 1951
June 30, 1953
April 15, 1954

July 1, 1957
Aug. 1, 1957

March 10, 1959
April 25, 1959
Sept. 1, 1966
Sept. 1, 1970
Aug. 1, 1973

Sept. 1, 1975
Aug. 1, 1977

March 14, 1978
Feb. 1, 1981
Aug. 1, 1984

July 17, 1987
April 1, 1990

June 24, 1951
June 20, 1953
April 14, 1954
June 30, 1957
July 31, 1957

March 9, 1959
April 24, 1959
Aug. 31, 1966
Aug. 30, 1970
July 31, 1973
Aug. 31, 1975
July 31, 1977

March 13, 1978
Feb. 1, 1981
Aug. 1, 1984

July 17, 1987
April 1, 1990
July 1, 1992

Air Force Materiel Command

Gen. Ronald W. Yates
Gen. Henry Viccellio Jr.
Lt. Gen. Kenneth E. Eickmann
	 (interim)
Gen. George T. Babbitt Jr.

June 30, 1995
May 9, 1997

May 29, 1997

July 1, 1992
June 30, 1995

May 9, 1997
May 29, 1997

Organized as AAF Materiel and Services July 17, 1944. Redesignated AAF 
Technical Service Command Aug. 31, 1944. Redesignated Air Technical Ser-
vice Command July 1, 1945. Redesignated Air Materiel Command March 9, 
1946. Redesignated Air Force Logistics Command April 1, 1961. Inactivated 
July 1, 1992.

Air Force Logistics Command

Lt. Gen. Nathan F. Twining
Gen. Joseph T. McNarney
Lt. Gen. Benjamin W. Chidlaw
Gen. Edwin W. Rawlings
Lt. Gen. William F. McKee
	 (acting)
Gen. Samuel E. Anderson
Gen. William F. McKee
Gen. Mark E. Bradley Jr.
Gen. Kenneth B. Hobson
Gen. Thomas P. Gerrity
Lt. Gen. Lewis L. Mundell
	 (acting)
Gen. Jack G. Merrell
Gen. Jack J. Catton
Gen. William V. McBride
Gen. F. Michael Rogers
Gen. Bryce Poe II
Gen. James P. Mullins
Gen. Earl T. O’Loughlin
Gen. Alfred G. Hansen
Gen. Charles C. McDonald

Oct. 13, 1947
Aug. 31, 1949
Aug. 20, 1951
Feb. 28, 1959

March 14, 1959
July 31, 1961

June 30, 1962
July 31, 1965
July 31, 1967
Feb. 24, 1968

March 28, 1968
Sept. 11, 1972
Aug. 31, 1974
Aug. 31, 1975
Jan. 27, 1978
July 31, 1981
Nov. 1, 1984

July 31, 1987
Oct. 31, 1989

July 1, 1992

March 9, 1946
Oct. 14, 1947
Sept. 1, 1949
Aug. 21, 1951

March 1, 1959
March 15, 1959

Aug. 1, 1961
July 1, 1962
Aug. 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1967

Feb. 24, 1968
March 29, 1968
Sept. 12, 1972

Sept. 1, 1974
Sept. 1, 1975
Jan. 28, 1978
Aug. 1, 1981
Nov. 1, 1984

July 31, 1987
Oct. 31, 1989

Air Force Communications Command

Formerly Air Force Communications Service. Redesignated Air Force Commu-
nications Command Nov. 15, 1979. Redesignated Air Force Command, Control, 
Communications, and Computer Agency, an FOA. Redesignated Air Force Com-
munications Agency June 13, 1996.

Feb. 15, 1962
June 30, 1965
Oct. 31, 1965

July 2, 1967
Aug. 1, 1969

Oct. 31, 1973
Aug. 24, 1975
Oct. 31, 1977

July 1, 1979
July 27, 1981
June 1, 1984

Aug. 28, 1986
March 29, 1988

May 16, 1989
Nov. 9, 1990
July 1, 1991

July 1, 1961
Feb. 16, 1962

July 1, 1965
Nov. 1, 1965

July 15, 1967
Aug. 1, 1969
Nov. 1, 1973

Aug. 25, 1975
Nov. 1, 1977
July 1, 1979

July 27, 1981
June 1, 1984

Aug. 28, 1986
March 29, 1988

May 16, 1989
Nov. 9, 1990

Maj. Gen. Harold W. Grant
Maj. Gen. Kenneth P. Bergquist
Maj. Gen. J. Francis Taylor Jr.
Maj. Gen. Richard P. Klocko
Maj. Gen. Robert W. Paulson
Maj. Gen. Paul R. Stoney
Maj. Gen. Donald L. Werbeck
Maj. Gen. Rupert H. Burris
Maj. Gen. Robert E. Sadler
Maj. Gen. Robert T. Herres
Maj. Gen. Robert F. McCarthy
Maj. Gen. Gerald L. Prather
Maj. Gen. John T. Stihl
Maj. Gen. James S. Cassity Jr.
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Ludwig
Maj. Gen. John S. Fairfield Air Force Space Command

Sept. 1, 1982
July 30, 1984

Oct. 1, 1986
Oct. 29, 1987

March 29, 1990
March 23, 1992

July 1, 1992
Sept. 13, 1994
Aug. 26, 1996
Aug. 14, 1998

Gen. James V. Hartinger
Gen. Robert T. Herres
Maj. Gen. Maurice C. Padden
Lt. Gen. Donald J. Kutyna
Lt. Gen. Thomas S. Moorman Jr.
Gen. Donald J. Kutyna
Gen. Charles A. Horner
Gen. Joseph W. Ashy
Gen. Howell M. Estes III
Gen. Richard B. Myers

July 30, 1984
Oct. 1, 1986

Oct. 29, 1987
March 29, 1990
March 23, 1992

July 1, 1992
Sept. 13, 1994
Aug. 26, 1996
Aug. 14, 1998

Air Force Special Operations Command

Maj. Gen. Thomas E. Eggers
Maj. Gen. Bruce L. Fister
Maj. Gen. James L. Hobson Jr.
Maj. Gen. Charles R. Holland

May 22, 1990
June 30, 1991
July 22, 1994

July 9, 1997

June 30, 1991
July 22, 1994

July 9, 1997

Air Force Reserve Command

Jan. 26, 1972
March 15, 1972

April 8, 1975
April 16, 1979
Oct. 31, 1982
Oct. 31, 1986
Oct. 31, 1990
Oct. 31, 1994
June 9, 1998

Sept. 25, 1998

Aug. 1, 1968
Jan. 27, 1972

March 16, 1972
April 16, 1975
April 17, 1979

Nov. 1, 1982
Nov. 1, 1986
Nov. 1, 1990
Nov. 1, 1994
June 9, 1998

Sept. 25, 1998

Maj. Gen. Rollin B. Moore Jr.
Brig. Gen. Alfred Verhulst (acting)
Maj. Gen. Homer I. Lewis
Maj. Gen. William Lyon
Maj. Gen. Richard Bodycombe
Maj. Gen. Sloan R. Gill
Maj. Gen. Roger P. Scheer
Maj. Gen. John J. Closner III
Maj. Gen. Robert A. McIntosh
Maj. Gen. David R. Smith (acting)
Maj. Gen. James E. Sherrard III
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Air Proving Ground Command

Now Air Force Development Test Center, Eglin AFB, Fla.

August 1948
June 1950
July 1952
April 1955
July 1957

Maj. Gen. Carl A. Brandt
Maj. Gen. William E. Kepner
Maj. Gen. Bryant L. Boatner
Maj. Gen. Patrick W. Timberlake
Maj. Gen. Robert W. Burns

October 1946
August 1948

July 1950
July 1952

August 1955

Established as Army Air Corps Flying Training Command Jan. 23, 1942. Redes-
ignated AAF Flying Training Command March 1942, then AAF Training Command 
July 31, 1943. Redesignated ATC July 1, 1946. Redesignated AETC July 1, 1993.

Lt. Gen. John K. Cannon
Lt. Gen. Robert W. Harper
Maj. Gen. Glenn O. Barcus
Lt. Gen. Charles T. Myers
Lt. Gen. Frederic H. Smith Jr.
Lt. Gen. James E. Briggs
Lt. Gen. Robert W. Burns
Lt. Gen. William W. Momyer
Lt. Gen. Sam Maddux Jr.
Lt. Gen. George B. Simler
Lt. Gen. William V. McBride
Lt. Gen. George H. McKee
Gen. John W. Roberts
Gen. Bennie L. Davis
Gen. Thomas M. Ryan Jr.
Gen. Andrew P. Iosue
Lt. Gen. John A. Shaud
Lt. Gen. Robert C. Oaks
Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Ashy
Gen. Henry Viccellio Jr.

April 13, 1946
Oct. 14, 1948

July 1, 1954
July 26, 1954
Aug. 1, 1958
Aug. 1, 1959
Aug. 1, 1963

Aug. 11, 1964
July 1, 1966

Sept. 1, 1970
Sept. 9, 1972
Sept. 1, 1974
Aug. 29, 1975
April 1, 1979

July 29, 1981
June 23, 1983
Aug. 28, 1986
June 6, 1988

June 25, 1990
Dec. 10, 1992

Oct. 13, 1948
June 30, 1954
July 25, 1954
July 31, 1958
July 31, 1959
July 31, 1963
Aug. 10, 1964
June 30, 1966
Aug. 30, 1970
Sept. 9, 1972
Aug. 31, 1974
Aug. 28, 1975
April 1, 1979

July 28, 1981
June 22, 1983
Aug. 27, 1986
June 5, 1988

June 24, 1990
Dec. 9, 1992

June 30, 1993

Air Training Command

Air Mobility Command

Gen. Hansford T. Johnson
Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman
Gen. Robert L. Rutherford
Gen. Walter Kross
Gen. Charles T. Robertson Jr.

Aug. 22, 1992
Oct. 17, 1994
July 15, 1996
Aug. 3, 1998

June 1, 1992
Aug. 23, 1992
Oct. 18, 1994
July 15, 1996
Aug. 3, 1998

Activated as Alaskan Air Force (1942). Redesignated Eleventh Air Force (1942). 
Redesignated Alaskan Air Command (1945). Redesignated 11th Air Force Aug. 
9, 1990, under PACAF.

Alaskan Air Command 

Feb. 25, 1949
Dec. 27, 1950
Oct. 14, 1952
Feb. 26, 1953

Feb. 1, 1956

Feb. 24, 1956
July 16, 1956
Oct. 23, 1956

June 27, 1957
Aug. 18, 1957
Aug. 13, 1958
July 19, 1961
Aug. 8, 1963

Nov. 14, 1966
July 24, 1969
July 31, 1972
June 5, 1973

March 2, 1974
June 30, 1975
Oct. 14, 1976

June 30, 1978
April 1, 1981

Aug. 31, 1983
Sept. 26, 1985
May 22, 1988
Aug. 9, 1990

Brig. Gen. Joseph H. Atkinson
Brig. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong Jr.
Maj. Gen. William D. Old
Brig. Gen. W.R. Agee
Maj. Gen. George R. Acheson
Brig. Gen. T. Alan Bennett
	 (interim)
Lt. Gen. Joseph H. Atkinson
Maj. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong Jr.
Maj. Gen. James H. Davies
Lt. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong Jr.
Brig. Gen. Kenneth H. Gibson
Maj. Gen. C.F. Necrason
Maj. Gen. Wendell W. Bowman
Maj. Gen. James C. Jensen
Maj. Gen. Thomas E. Moore
Maj. Gen. Joseph A. Cunningham
Maj. Gen. Donavon F. Smith
Maj. Gen. Charles W. Carson Jr.
Maj. Gen. Jack K. Gamble
Lt. Gen. James E. Hill
Lt. Gen. M.L. Boswell
Lt. Gen. Winfield W. Scott Jr.
Lt. Gen. Lynwood E. Clark
Lt. Gen. Bruce K. Brown
Lt. Gen. David L. Nichols
Lt. Gen. Thomas G. McInerney

Oct. 1, 1946
Feb. 26, 1949
Dec. 27, 1950
Oct. 27, 1952
Feb. 26, 1953

Feb. 1, 1956
Feb. 24, 1956
July 17, 1956
Oct. 24, 1956

June 28, 1957
Aug. 19, 1957
Aug. 14, 1958
July 26, 1961
Aug. 15, 1963
Nov. 15, 1966
July 25, 1969
Aug. 1, 1972

June 18, l973
March 19, 1974

July 1, 1975
Oct. 15, 1976

July 1, 1978
April 1, 1981
Sept. 1, 1983

Sept. 27, 1985
May 22, 1988

October 1948
Sept. 25, 1950

Jan. 4, 1954
Aug. 5, 1962

April 19, 1974
Jan. 31, 1977
April 1, 1981
Nov. 1, 1988

Jan. 28, 1994
Jan. 28, 1998

Nov. 28, 1945
October 1948
Oct. 13, 1950
Jan. 26, 1954
Aug. 6, 1962

April 20, 1974
Feb. 1, 1977
April 1, 1981
Nov. 1, 1988

Jan. 28, 1994
Jan. 28, 1998

Col. William A.R. Robertson
Maj. Gen. George G. Finch
Maj. Gen. Earl T. Ricks
Maj. Gen. Winston P. Wilson
Maj. Gen. I.G. Brown
Maj. Gen. John J. Pesch
Maj. Gen. John T. Guice
Maj. Gen. John B. Conaway
Maj. Gen. Philip G. Killey
Maj. Gen. Donald W. Shepperd
Maj. Gen. Paul A. Weaver Jr.

Air National Guard

Air University

Established as AAF School of Applied Tactics Oct. 16, 1943 (assumed history 
and insignia dating to Air Services School, 1920). Redesignated AAF School 
June 1, 1945. Redesignated AU May 12, 1946. Part of ATC between May 1978 
and July 1983. Ceased to be a major command and was assigned to AETC July 
1, 1993.

May 17, 1948
Oct. 15, 1948
July 27, 1951
Feb. 28, 1953

April 14, 1953
May 31, 1955

June 30, 1958
July 31, 1961
Dec. 31, 1963
July 31, 1965
July 31, 1968
July 31, 1970
Oct. 31, 1973
Aug. 31, 1975

July 1, 1979
July 24, 1981
Aug. 1, 1984
Nov. 6, 1986

July 12, 1988
Oct. 6, 1989
Jan. 4, 1990

Oct. 26, 1992
June 30, 1993

March 15, 1946
May 17, 1948
Oct. 16, 1948
July 28, 1951

March 1, 1953
April 15, 1953
June 1, 1955
July 15, 1958
Aug. 1, 1961
Jan. 1, 1964
Aug. 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1968
Aug. 1, 1970
Nov. 1, 1973

Sept. 1, 1975
July 1, 1979

July 24, 1981
Aug. 1, 1984
Nov. 6, 1986

July 12, 1988
Oct. 6, 1989
Jan. 4, 1990

Oct. 27, 1992

Maj. Gen. Muir S. Fairchild
Maj. Gen. Robert W. Harper
Gen. George C. Kenney
Lt. Gen. Idwal H. Edwards
Maj. Gen. John DeF. Barker
	 (acting)
Lt. Gen. Laurence S. Kuter
Lt. Gen. Dean C. Strother
Lt. Gen. Walter E. Todd
Lt. Gen. Troup Miller Jr.
Lt. Gen. Ralph P. Swofford Jr.
Lt. Gen. John W. Carpenter III
Lt. Gen. Albert P. Clark
Lt. Gen. Alvan C. Gillem II
Lt. Gen. F. Michael Rogers
Lt. Gen. Raymond B. Furlong
Lt. Gen. Stanley M. Umstead
Lt. Gen. Charles G. Cleveland
Lt. Gen. Thomas C. Richards
Lt. Gen. Truman Spangrud
Lt. Gen. Ralph E. Havens
Maj. Gen. David C. Reed
Lt. Gen. Charles G. Boyd
Lt. Gen. Jay W. Kelley
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Pacific Air Command/Seventh Air Force

Formerly Seventh Air Force. Redesignated Pacific Air Command Dec. 15, 1947. 
Discontinued June 1, 1949. 

Maj. Gen. Ralph H. Wooten
Brig. Gen. Robert F. Travis

Aug. 31, 1948
June 1, 1949

April 1947
Sept. 1, 1948

Activated as Far East Air Forces Aug. 3, 1944. Redesignated Pacific Air Com-
mand, US Army, Dec. 6, 1945. Redesignated FEAF Jan. 1, 1947. Redesignated 
Pacific Air Forces July 1, 1957.

Pacific Air Forces

Lt. Gen. Ennis C. Whitehead
Lt. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer
Lt. Gen. Earle E. Partridge (acting)
Gen. Otto P. Weyland
Gen. Earle E. Partridge
Gen. Laurence S. Kuter
Gen. Emmett O’Donnell Jr. 
Gen. Jacob E. Smart
Gen. Hunter Harris Jr.
Gen. John D. Ryan
Gen. Joseph J. Nazzaro
Gen. Lucius D. Clay Jr.
Gen. John W. Vogt
Gen. Louis L. Wilson Jr.
Lt. Gen. James A. Hill
Lt. Gen. James D. Hughes
Lt. Gen. Arnold W. Braswell
Gen. Jerome F. O’Malley
Gen. Robert W. Bazley
Gen. Jack I. Gregory
Gen. Merrill A. McPeak
Lt. Gen. James B. Davis
Gen. Jimmie V. Adams
Gen. Robert L. Rutherford
Gen. John G. Lorber
Gen. Richard B. Myers
Gen. Patrick K. Gamble

April 25, 1949
May 20, 1951
June 9, 1951

March 25, 1954
May 31, 1955
July 31, 1959
July 31, 1963
July 31, 1964
Jan. 31, 1967
July 31, 1968
July 31, 1971

Sept. 30, 1973
June 30, 1974
May 31, 1977

June 14, 1978
July 1, 1981

Sept. 30, 1983
Nov. 1, 1984

Dec. 16, 1986
July 22, 1988
Oct. 30, 1990
Feb. 19, 1991
Jan. 25, 1993
Oct. 12, 1994

July 7, 1997
July 23, 1998

Dec. 30, 1945
April 26, 1949
May 21, 1951

June 10, 1951
March 26, 1954

June 1, 1955
Aug. 1, 1959
Aug. 1, 1963
Aug. 1, 1964
Feb. 1, 1967
Aug. 1, 1968
Aug. 1, 1971
Oct. 1, 1973
July 1, 1974

June 1, 1977
June 15, 1978

July 1, 1981
Oct. 8, 1983
Nov. 1, 1984

Dec. 16, 1986
July 22, 1988
Nov. 5, 1990

Feb. 19, 1991
Jan. 26, 1993
Oct. 12, 1994

July 7, 1997
July 23, 1998

Headquarters Command

Established as Bolling Field Command (1946). Redesignated Headquarters 
Command, USAF, March 17, 1958. Inactivated in 1976.

Brig. Gen. Burton M. Hovey
Brig. Gen. Sydney D. Grubbs
Brig. Gen. Morris J. Lee
Brig. Gen. Stoyte O. Ross
Maj. Gen. Reuben C. Hood Jr. 
Maj. Gen. Brooke E. Allen
Maj. Gen. Rollen H. Anthis
Maj. Gen. Milton B. Adams
Maj. Gen. Nils O. Ohman
Maj. Gen. John L. Locke
Maj. Gen. Maurice R. Reilly
Maj. Gen. William C. Norris

Jan. 3, 1946
Dec. 14, 1948

Oct. 2, 1950
June 14, 1952

Aug. 1, 1956
Aug. 3, 1959

Jan. 10, 1966
Dec. 1, 1967
July 5, 1968
May 1, 1972

Feb. 26, 1974
Sept. 1, 1975

Dec. 13, 1948
Oct. 1, 1950

June 13, 1952
July 4, 1956

June 30, 1959
Dec. 31, 1965
Nov. 30, 1967
June 30, 1968
April 30, 1972
Feb. 25, 1974
August 1975

June 30, 1976

Continental Air Command

Established Dec. 1, 1948. Inactivated Aug. 1, 1968.

Lt. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer
Lt. Gen. Ennis C. Whitehead
Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale
Lt. Gen. Leon W. Johnson
Lt. Gen. Charles B. Stone III
Lt. Gen. William E. Hall
Lt. Gen. Gordon A. Blake
Lt. Gen. Edward J. Timberlake
Lt. Gen. Henry Viccellio Sr.

Dec. 1, 1948
April 15, 1949
Dec. 14, 1950
Feb. 18, 1952
Dec. 15, 1955

July 1, 1957
Sept. 30, 1961

July 1, 1962
Aug. 1, 1966

April 15, 1949
Dec. 14, 1950
Feb. 18, 1952
Dec. 14, 1955
June 30, 1957
Sept. 30, 1961
June 30, 1962

July 1966
Aug. 1, 1968 Northeast Air Command

Maj. Gen. Lyman P. Whitten
Maj. Gen. Charles T. Myers
Lt. Gen. Glenn O. Barcus

Oct. 6, 1950
March 14, 1952

July 26, 1954

March 14, 1952
July 26, 1954

March 31, 1957

Newfoundland Base Command, part of Military Air Transport Service, reorga-
nized and redesignated Northeast Air Command, a new major command, Oct. 1, 
1950. Inactivated March 31, 1957.

Military Airlift Command

Maj. Gen. Robert W. Harper
Lt. Gen. Laurence S. Kuter
Lt. Gen. Joseph Smith
Lt. Gen. William H. Tunner
Gen. Joe W. Kelly Jr.
Gen. Howell M. Estes Jr.
Gen. Jack J. Catton
Gen. Paul K. Carlton
Gen. William G. Moore Jr.
Gen. Robert E. Huyser

June 1, 1948
Oct. 28, 1951

June 30, 1958
May 31, 1960
July 18, 1964
July 31, 1969

Sept. 12, 1972
March 31, 1977

June 30, 1979
June 26, 1981

July 1, 1947
June 1, 1948

Nov. 15, 1951
July 1, 1958

June 1, 1960
July 19, 1964
Aug. 1, 1969

Sept. 20, 1972
April 1, 1977
July 1, 1979

Antecedents: Army Air Corps Ferrying Command (1941); AAF Ferrying Com-
mand (1942); Air Transport Command (1942, inactivated June 1, 1948). Military 
Air Transport Service established June 1, 1948. Redesignated Military Airlift 
Command Jan. 1, 1966. In 1982, the inactivated Air Transport Command was 
consolidated with MAC. MAC inactivated June 1, 1992.

Gen. James R. Allen
Gen. Thomas M. Ryan Jr.
Gen. Duane H. Cassidy
Gen. Hansford T. Johnson

June 26, 1981
July 1, 1983

Sept. 20, 1985
Sept. 20, 1989

June 30, 1983
Sept. 19, 1985
Sept. 20, 1989

June 1, 1992

Strategic Air Command

Gen. George C. Kenney
Gen. Curtis E. LeMay
Gen. Thomas S. Power
Gen. John D. Ryan
Gen. Joseph J. Nazzaro

Oct. 18, 1948
June 30, 1957
Nov. 30, 1964
Jan. 31, 1967
July 28, 1968

March 21, 1946
Oct. 19, 1948

July 1, 1957
Dec. 1, 1964
Feb. 1, 1967

Electronic Security Command

Formerly USAF Security Service. Redesignated Electronic Security Command 
Aug. 1, 1979. Redesignated Air Force Intelligence Command Oct. 1, 1991. Re-
designated Air Intelligence Agency Oct. 1, 1993.

July 5, 1949
Feb. 21, 1951
Feb. 13, 1953

Jan. 3, 1957
Aug. 5, 1959

Sept. 20, 1959
Aug. 31, 1962
Oct. 15, 1965
July 18, 1969
Feb. 23, 1973
May 16, 1974
July 31, 1975
Jan. 18, 1979
July 31, 1983
April 16, 1985
Aug. 14, 1989

Oct. 1, 1991

Oct. 26, 1948
July 6, 1949

Feb. 22, 1951
Feb. 14, 1953

Jan. 4, 1957
Aug. 6, 1959

Sept. 21, 1959
Sept. 1, 1962
Oct. 16, 1965
July 19, 1969
Feb. 24, 1973
May 17, 1974
Aug. 1, 1975

Jan. 19, 1979
Aug. 1, 1983

April 17, 1985
Aug. 15, 1989

Col. Roy H. Lynn	
Col. Travis M. Hetherington
Maj. Gen. Roy H. Lynn
Maj. Gen. Harold H. Bassett
Maj. Gen. Gordon L. Blake
Maj. Gen. John B. Ackerman
Maj. Gen. Millard Lewis
Maj. Gen. Richard P. Klocko
Maj. Gen. Louis E. Coira
Maj. Gen. Carl W. Stapleton
Maj. Gen. Walter T. Galligan
Maj. Gen. Howard P. Smith
Maj. Gen. Kenneth D. Burns
Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson
Maj. Gen. John B. Marks
Maj. Gen. Paul H. Martin
Maj. Gen. Gary W. O’Shaughnessy
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USAF Academy Superintendents

Lt. Gen. Hubert R. Harmon
Maj. Gen. James E. Briggs
Maj. Gen. William S. Stone
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Warren
Lt. Gen. Thomas S. Moorman Sr.
Lt. Gen. Albert P. Clark
Lt. Gen. James R. Allen
Lt. Gen. Kenneth L. Tallman
Maj. Gen. Robert E. Kelley
Lt. Gen. Winfield W. Scott Jr.
Lt. Gen. Charles R. Hamm
Lt. Gen. Bradley C. Hosmer
Lt. Gen. Paul E. Stein
Lt. Gen. Tad J. Oelstrom

July 27, 1954
July 28, 1956
Aug. 17, 1959

July 9, 1962
July 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1970
Aug. 1, 1974

June 28, 1977
June 16, 1981
June 16, 1983
June 26, 1987

July 1, 1991
July 8, 1994
Aug. 1, 1997

July 27, 1956
Aug. 16, 1959
June 30, 1962
June 30, 1965
July 31, 1970
July 31, 1974

June 27, 1977
June 15, 1981
June 15, 1983
June 25, 1987

July 1, 1991
July 7, 1994

July 31, 1997

Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Gen. Robert T. Herres, USAF
Adm. David E. Jeremiah, USN
Adm. William A. Owens, USN
Gen. Joseph W. Ralston, USAF

Feb. 28, 1990
Feb. 28, 1994
Feb. 27, 1996

Feb. 6, 1987
March 1, 1990
March 1, 1994
March 1, 1996

Note: Various USAF leaders have also served as JCS chair-
man and vice chairman, as shown in the following lists.

Tactical Air Command

Established March 21, 1946. Reassigned to Continental Air Command (1948). 
Removed from CAC and returned to major command status Dec. 1, 1950. Inacti-
vated June 1, 1992.

Lt. Gen. Elwood R. Quesada
Maj. Gen. Robert M. Lee
Maj. Gen. Glenn O. Barcus
Gen. John K. Cannon
Gen. Otto P. Weyland
Gen. Frank F. Everest
Gen. Walter C. Sweeney Jr.
Gen. Gabriel P. Disosway
Gen. William W. Momyer
Gen. Robert J. Dixon
Gen. William L. Creech
Gen. Jerome F. O’Malley
Gen. Robert D. Russ
Gen. John Michael Loh

March 21, 1946
Dec. 24, 1948
July 17, 1950
Jan. 25, 1951
April 1, 1954
Aug. 1, 1959
Oct. 1, 1961
Aug. 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1968
Oct. 1, 1973
May 1, 1978
Nov. 1, 1984

May 22, 1985
March 27, 1991

Nov. 23, 1948
June 20, 1950
Jan. 25, 1951

March 31, 1954
July 31, 1959

Sept. 30, 1961
July 31, 1965
July 31, 1968

Sept. 30, 1973
April 30, 1978

Nov. 1, 1984
April 20, 1985

March 26, 1991
June 1, 1992

Activated as 8th Air Force (1942). Redesignated Eighth Air Force Sept. 18, 1942. 
Redesignated US Strategic Air Forces in Europe (1944). Redesignated USAFE 
Aug. 7, 1945. 

US Air Forces in Europe

Brig. Gen. John F. McBlain
	 (interim)
Lt. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay
Lt. Gen. John K. Cannon
Gen. Lauris Norstad
Lt. Gen. William H. Tunner
Gen. Frank F. Everest
Gen. Frederic H. Smith Jr.
Gen. Truman H. Landon
Gen. Gabriel P. Disosway
Gen. Bruce K. Holloway
Gen. Maurice A. Preston
Gen. Horace M. Wade
Gen. Joseph R. Holzapple
Gen. David C. Jones
Gen. John W. Vogt
Gen. Richard H. Ellis
Gen. William J. Evans
Gen. John W. Pauly
Gen. Charles A. Gabriel
Gen. Billy M. Minter
Gen. Charles L. Donnelly Jr.
Gen. William L. Kirk
Gen. Michael J. Dugan
Gen. Robert C. Oaks
Gen. James L. Jamerson
Gen. Richard E. Hawley
Gen. Michael E. Ryan
Lt. Gen. William J. Begert (acting)
Gen. John P. Jumper

Oct. 20, 1947
Oct. 15, 1948
Jan. 20, 1951
July 26, 1953

June 30, 1957
July 31, 1959

June 30, 1961
July 31, 1963
July 31, 1965
July 31, 1966
July 31, 1968
Jan. 31, 1969
Aug. 31, 1971
June 30, 1974
Aug. 31, 1975
July 31, 1977
Aug. 1, 1978
Aug. 1, 1980

June 30, 1982
Nov. 1, 1984
May 1, 1987

April 12, 1989
June 26, 1990
July 29, 1994
July 16, 1995
April 4, 1996
Oct. 5, 1997
Dec. 5, 1997

Aug. 14, 1947
Oct. 20, 1947
Oct. 16, 1948
Jan. 21, 1951
July 27, 1953

July 1, 1957
Aug. 1, 1959
July 1, 1961
Aug. 1, 1963
Aug. 1, 1965
Aug. 1, 1966
Aug. 1, 1968
Feb. 1, 1969

Sept. 1, 1971
July 1, 1974

Sept. 1, 1975
Aug. 1, 1977
Aug. 1, 1978
Aug. 1, 1980
July 1, 1982
Nov. 1, 1984
May 1, 1987

April 12, 1989
June 26, 1990
July 29, 1994
July 17, 1995
April 4, 1996
Oct. 6, 1997
Dec. 5, 1997

Activated as Panama Canal Air Force (1940). Redesignated Caribbean Air Force 
(1941). Redesignated 6th Air Force Feb. 5, 1942, then Sixth Air Force Sept. 18, 
1942. Redesignated Caribbean Air Command July 31, 1946. Redesignated US 
Air Forces Southern Command July 8, 1963. Inactivated Jan. 1, 1976.

US Air Forces Southern Command/Caribbean 

Maj. Gen. Hubert R. Harmon 
Brig. Gen. Glen C. Jamison
	 (acting)
Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale
Brig. Gen. Rosenham Beam
Brig. Gen. Emil C. Kiel
Maj. Gen. Reuben C. Hood Jr. 
Maj. Gen. Truman H. Landon
Maj. Gen. Leland S. Stranathan
Maj. Gen. Robert A. Breitweiser
Maj. Gen. Reginald J. Clizbe
Maj. Gen. Kenneth O. Sanborn
Maj. Gen. Arthur G. Salisbury
Maj. Gen. James M. Breedlove

Oct. 3, 1947

Nov. 12, 1947
Oct. 19, 1949
Nov. 5, 1950

June 10, 1953
June 16, 1956

June 1, 1959
Sept. 8, 1963
July 9, 1966

June 14, 1968
April 7, 1972

October 1974
Jan. 1, 1976

July 31, 1946

Oct. 4, 1947
Nov. 13, 1947
Oct. 20, 1949
Nov. 6, 1950

June 11, 1953
June 20, 1956

Aug. 3, 1959
Sept. 11, 1963

Aug. 6, 1966
June 14, 1968

April 7, 1972
October 1974

Established as Continental Air Forces Dec. 13, 1944. Redesignated Strategic Air 
Command March 21, 1946. Inactivated June 1, 1992.

April 30, 1972
July 31, 1974
July 31, 1977
July 31, 1981
July 31, 1985

June 30, 1986
Jan. 31, 1991
June 1, 1992

July 29, 1968
May 1, 1972
Aug. 1, 1974
Aug. 1, 1977
Aug. 1, 1981
Aug. 1, 1985
July 1, 1986
Feb. 1, 1991

Gen. Bruce K. Holloway
Gen. John C. Meyer
Gen. Russell E. Dougherty
Gen. Richard H. Ellis
Gen. Bennie L. Davis
Gen. Larry D. Welch
Gen. John T. Chain
Gen. George L. Butler

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Gen. of the Army Omar N. Bradley
Adm. Arthur W. Radford, USN
Gen. Nathan F. Twining, USAF
Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer, USA
Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, USA
Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, USA
Adm. Thomas H. Moorer, USN
Gen. George S. Brown, USAF 
Gen. David C. Jones, USAF
Gen. John W. Vessey Jr., USA
Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., USN
Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA
Adm. David Jeremiah, USN (acting)
Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, USA
Gen. Henry H. Shelton, USA

Aug. 16, 1949
Aug. 15, 1953
Aug. 15, 1957

Oct. 1, 1960
Oct. 1, 1962
July 3, 1964
July 2, 1970
July 1, 1974

June 21, 1978
June 18, 1982

Oct. 1, 1985
Oct. 1, 1989 
Oct. 1, 1993

Oct. 25, 1993
Oct. 1, 1997

Aug. 15, 1953
Aug. 15, 1957

Sept. 30, 1960
Sept. 30, 1962

July 1, 1964
July 2, 1970
July 1, 1974

June 20, 1978
June 18, 1982
Sept. 30, 1985
Sept. 30, 1989
Sept. 30, 1993
Oct. 24, 1993

Sept. 30, 1997


