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Sources: Richard F. Grimmett, "Conventional Arms 
Transfers to the Third World, 1986-1993." Wash-
ington, D. C.: Congressional Research Service, July 
29, 1994. 

David Vadas, "World Defense Trade," Aerospace 
Industries Association Newsletter, November 1994. 

-53% 

U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

t 

-61% 

The Chart Page 
By Tamar A. Mehuron, Associate Editor 

The Drop in Global Arms Deliveries 

Major Exporters' Percent Change, 1986-93 International arms deliv- 
eries have plummeted 

in recent years. In part, 
this reflects the winding 

down of major con- 
flicts—the Iran-Iraq War 
and the war in Afghani- 
stan, to name two. The 

most important causes, 
however, were the eco- 

nomic collapse of the 
USSR in the late 1980s 

and its political breakup 
in 1991—events that 

reduced and then ended 
Moscow's generosity 

toward clients. Russia 
now sells for hard cur- 
rency, and many of its 
former buyers cannot 

afford to pay for weap- 
ons at true market 

prices. 
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These charts show that 
of all major exporters, 

the US has suffered 
least. The outstanding 

performance of US 
weapons in Operation 
Desert Storm and the 

competitive pricing of 
its systems have solidi- 

fied its former client 
base and brought the 

US new business, 
meaning it has actually 

increased market 
share. Large deals—a 
$9 billion sale of F-15 

fighters to Saudi 
Arabia, a $7 billion sale 

of F-16 fighters to Tai- 
wan, and a $3 billion 

sale of F-16s to 
Turkey—entail deliver- 

ies over many years. 

AIR FORCE Magazine! January 1995 	 9 


