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Before and After Gorbachev

Pre-Gorbachev Gorbachev
yearly average yearly average
Equipment (1982-84) (1986-88)
Towed tield artillery 1,300 1.000
Sell-propelled field artillery 900 900
Multiple rocket launchers B00 480

Submarines 9 8

Minor surface combatants 57 55

Fighters/fighter-bombers 950 700

ASW fixed-wing aircraft 5 5

Military helicopters 580 450

SLEMs
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In 19856—88, production of
Soviet tanks, bombers, AWACS
planes, SAMs, cruise missiles,
and short-range ballistic mis-
siles actually increased. How-
ever, the output of conventional
ground force equipment as well
as fighter aircraft and helicop-
ters generally declined. Gor-
bachev announced in January
1989 that output would be re-
duced, and Soviet 1989 produc-
tion of military materiel genar-
ally fell from 1988, Major
surface warships here include
carriers, frigates, corvettes, and
paramilitary ships. R&D ac-
counts for twenty-four percent
of Soviel defense spending
{compared to 13.4 percent for
the US) and procurement of
weapons and military equip-
ment accounts for another for-
ty-three percent (compared (o
27.5 percent for the US)

Soviet leaders seek to ad-
dress the growing shortages in
the civilian economy by re-
directing into production of
civilian goods the resources
and capacities released as a re-
sult of weapon production cuts.
According to Soviet state-
ments, some 400 defense
plants and 100 civilian plants
that produce military products
are engaged in or are planning
for industrial conversion. Con-
varsion, however, has been
slower and less extensive than
promised by Soviet officials.
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