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Defense and Fiscal “Reality”

Edited by Colleen A. Nash, STAFF EDITOR

The Air Force Budget
{Totad Qbhgancnsl Agihcity i FYF 89 § Dilmna)
] FY's
Alrcrafl Procuremant 16.6 158
Missile Procurement a2 7.2
Other Procurement a4 8.2
RDTEE 14.9 14.5
At the "budget summit” a year ago, the Administration Military Construction
and Congress cut the FY '88 defense budget by $20.6 bil- T 1L s
lion in recognition of fiscal “reality.” Shortly thereafter, Alr National Guard 0.1 0.2
the Defense Department told the services to reduce their Operation and Maintenance
spending plans by ten to twelve percent a year for the USAF 220 217
next five years. The Air Force submitted a revised budget ﬁ: Fﬂiﬁnmrd ;g ;ﬂ
request for $97.5 billion for FY '89. The Appropriations Military Personnel
bill, passed this fall, gave USAF 594.9 billion, distributed USAF 201 201
as shown here. Chronic complaints that defense was Alr Force Reserve 0.7 0.7
consuming too much of the federal dollar subsided a bit Stook ;L’:;"""""" ks ;'g E.'g
after the budget summit, but now are rising again. Even Family Housing 0g 09
in the "good” budget years of the 1980s, defense took a Totals 97.5 545
smaller percentage of GNP than it had in the 1960s. As
the chart below demonstrates, the real growth has been S Dt
in entitlements and other mandatory federal spending.
Where the Dollars Went
43 percentage of GNP
Entitlements
and Criher MHondafense
Fincal National Mandatory Dincrationary Net
Yoar Delense Spending Spending Interest
1962 9.4 5.5 43 1.2
1963 81 5.6 43 13
1964 8.7 5.4 46 13
1965 75 51 48 13
1966 78 5.0 52 13
1867 8.0 57 5.2 13
1968 8.6 6.1 5.2 1.3
1969 [5:] 6.3 4.4 1.4
1970 B2 6.7 4.6 15
1871 175 76 4.7 1.4
1972 69 a2 49 13
1973 6.0 8.6 46 13
14974 58 aa 47 1.5
1975 a7 10.2 56 1.5
19786 5.3 L 5.5 16
1977 50 10.2 55 15
1878 48 10,0 5.7 1.6
18979 48 9.6 5.5 1.7
1880 50 10.4 58 20
1981 53 107 57 23
1982 59 1.4 49 i
1983 83 120 47 27
1884 a2 107 45 a0
1985 A 1. 45 33
1986 B5 109 4.2 a2
1887 6.4 10.8 ar a
Sewce Cohgrascnal udgel Critice
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