THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3010

ACQUISITION
AND SUSTAINMENT

The Honorable Jim Langevin
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 - MAR 22 2019
Dear Representative Langevin:

Thank you for your January 25, 2019 letter to the Acting Secretary of Defense on the
“Report on Effects of a Changmg Climate to the Department of Defense.” T am respondmg on
his behalf.

For our report, we used an existing list of installations based on the importance of their
operational roles, i.e., the Mission Assurance Priority Installation list. Using this list of 79
installations ensured that climate considerations were connected to continued operational
viability and resilience requirements. This Mission Assurance focus also allowed the report to
avoid installations, like coastal recreation facilities, that may be proximate to potential flooding
but are not mission-critical. Marine Corps installations were considered but ultimately not '
included in the Mission Assuranee Priority Installation list; we are happy to discuss add1t1ona1
details about this list in a secure environment.

Enclosed is a top ten list for each Military Department derived from the original list of 79
Mission Assurance Priority Installations that we submitted on January 17, 2019. This list
includes scoring and weighting of the five climate-related hazards (recurrent flooding, wildfire,
drought, desertification, and permafrost thaw) based on immediacy of the threat.

The Department has been and will continue to be proacti\}e in developing comprehensive
policy, guidance, and tools to mitigate potential climate impacts, with a focus on robust
infrastructure, sound land management policies, and increased energy resilience.

‘As always, we are prepared to speak with you. We look forward to working with you to
make a more resilient Department of Defense. An identical letter has been sent to the other
signatories of your letter. ,

Smcerely,

Swadiod

Ellen M. Lord - !

Enclosure:
As stated
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